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RAMBLEB. 



No. 1. TUESDAY, MABCH «0, 17«J». 

Cur temcn hoe Hteai patitu ttecHtrere eamifo, 

Ftr gxem nugiuu egnoi AtmAotJUtit ahanmmt. 

Si vieat, et plaeidi rationem adnUttitU, wtont. jur. 

WI17 to etp«tiue in thii bMtcn fleU, 

WbjmBB, oft m'd in Tain, I mean to wieU; 

If time pennit, and candour will attend. 

Some ntla&ctiati thi* enay mtj lend.— ^iLrBiMiTOM. 

xnz difficulty of the first addreu on any new 
occanon, ia f^t by every man in hia transactions 
with the world* and confessed by the settled and re* 
gular forms o£ salutation which necessity has intro- 
duced into all languages. Judgment was wearied 
with the perplexity of being forced upon choice 
where there was no motive to preference ; and it 
was found convenient that some easy method a( 
introduction should be established, which, if it 
wanted tiie allurement of novelty, might enjoy tiie 
security of preacripticHi. 

VOL. IV. B 
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S 'the kaubleu. "So. 1, 

Perhaps few authors have presented themselves 
before the publico without wishing that such cere- 
monial modes of entrance had been andently esta- 
blished, as might have freed them from those dan- 
gers which the desire of pleasing is certain to pro- 
duce, and precluded the vain expedients of soft- 
ening censure by apot<^ies, or rousing attention 
by abruptness. 

The epic writers have found the proemial part 
of the poem such an addition to tlidr iindertaking, 
that they have almost unanimously adopted the first 
lines of Homer, and the reader needs only be in- 
formed of the subject, to know in what manner the 
poem will begin. 

But this solemn repetition is hitherto the peculiar 
distinction of heroic poetry ; it has never been le- 
gally extended to the lower orders of literature, but 
seems to be considered as an hereditary privilege, 
to be enjoyed only by those ^^bo daim it from their 
alliance to the genius of Homer. 

The rules which the injudicious use of this pre- 
rogative suggested to Horace, may indeed be ap- . 
plied to the direction of candidates fin- inferior 
tktae ; it may be proper for alt to remember, that' 
they ought nctt to raise expectation which it is not 
in their power to satisfy, and that it Is more pleas- 
ing to see smoke brightening into flame, tiian flame 
unking into smoke. 

^is precept has been long received, botii from 
regard to the authority of Horate, and Its confor- 
mity to the general opinion of the world ; yet there 
have been always some, that thought it no devia- 
tion from modesty to recomnsend thdrown Uboon, 
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No. I. THC BAMBLSm. 8 

iind imdgimd themBrivot oititled bjr incluputaUe. 
merit to an .exemption iroi? g?Deral reatrufits, and 
to elerations joiot allowed in common life. Tbey, 
perhaps, beUeved, that when, like Thucydides, thqr 
bequeathed to mankind ^v"* >< ^ an estate for 
eaer, it wjh an additional f^yotir to infonn them of 
its value. 

It may, indeed, be no less dangerous to claim, oq 
certain occasions, too little than too much, Tiiere 
is something captivating in ^pi^it and intrepidity, to 
which we oflen yield, as to a resistless power; nqr 
can he reasonably expect the confidence of others, 
who too apparently distrusts himself. 

Plutwh, m his enumeration of the ^^viQus oc* 
fasions on which a man. may without just ofToMie 
procMm his own excellencies, has omitted the caae 
of. an auth(» entoing the world ; unless it m^J be 
comprehended under bis general position, that a 
man may lawfully praise himself for those qualities 
which cannot be known but from his own mouth ; 
as when he is among strangisrs, , and can have no 
opportunity of aa actual ^exer^n of his powers. 
Xhfit the case of an author is parallel will scarcely 
be granted, because he necessarily decovers th& deh 
gtee <^ his merit to his judges, when he appears at 
bis trial, ^t it should be remembered, that unless 
. his ^ges are inclined to favour him, they will 
hardly be pasuaded to hear the cause. 

In lore^ the state which fills the heart with a de- 
cree of sidiatude next thi^t of an aiithoiv it has tieen 
bs^ a maxim, that success is most easily obtained 
by. u^diieet and imperceived approaches; be who. 
too sQon professes himself s lover, raises obstacles 
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4 TBE BAUBLER. Xa.l. 

to bli own wh)i£s, and tho«e whom.diMppomtm^te 
lave taught experience, endeavour to conceal tbdr 
passiop till ;tbey^believ« dieir roistregs wishes fw 
the dlscoveiy. The aame method, if it<w«re prac* 
ticable to writers, would save, many complaints of 
the sererity of the age, and the caprices of «riti- 
<aam. If a man could glide imperceptibly- into the 
■&vour d the pi^b)ic,.and only .prockum his pre- 
tensions to literary b(Hipurs when he is sure of not 
being rejected, he might commence author with 
better hopes, as his failings might escape contempt, 
.though he shall never attain much regard. 

But since the .world supposes every, man that 
-writes, ambitious of applause, as some ladies have 
taught themselves to believe that every man in- 
t«ids love, who expresses civility, the miscarriage 
of any endeavour in learning raises m unbounded 
contempt, indulged by most minds without scruple, 
as an honest triumph over unjust claims, and ex- 
orbitant expectations. The artifices of those who 
put themselves in thi^ hazardous sta^, have there- 
fore been multiplied in proportion to' their ^ar as 
well as their ambition ; and are 'to be looked' upon 
with more indulgence, as they are incited at once 
by the two great movers' of the human mind, the 
desire bif good, ^d the fear of evil, ^or who can 
wonder that, allured on one side, and frightened p 
on the other, some should endeavour to gain fa- 
vour by bribing the judge with an appearance' of 
respect which they do npt feel, to excite compas- 
sion by confessing weakpess of which they are not 
convinced ; and others to attract regard by a shew 
of openDSsa and magnanimi^, hy a daring profes- 
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sion 6f their own deserts; and k pabKe dtsHeiige 
of honours and rewttrdi ? 

Tbe ostentatious and bangbty- display of tbetn- 
fl^res haa been tbe usual refuge of dii^mal vriten^ 
in Tindieation of' whose practice it tfiay be sdd 
that wlurt it wants in p^desce is supplied 1^ sin- 
cerity; and who at least tnay plead; tfiat if their 
boasts deceive any into tbe periisaT bf their per- 
fitnnanbes, tb^ d^^d thdtli ofbutVttle tame. 

^yj tnim ? Cmmfri t tir- -toy 
Momenta cita trwri venit, avt victoria lata, 

■ T^lBUkjoiB, infill ■■BOmcnt^fl^ht, 

^he question concerning the merit of ^e day U 
soon decided, and we are not condemned to toil 
through half a folio, to be conviiiced &at the writer 
has broke his promise. 

it is one among' many reasons for whidi I pur- 
pose to endeavour the entertainment of my coun- 
trymen by a short essay on Tuesday and Saturday, 
that I hope not much to tire those whom 1 shall not 
happen to please ; and if I am not commended for 
the beauty of my works, to be at least pardoned for 
their brevity. But whether my expectations are 
most fixed on pardon or praise,"! think it not ne- 
cessary to discover ; for ha^ng accurately weighed 
the reasons for arrogance and submission, i find 
them so nearly equiponderant, that my impatience 
to try the event of my first performance will nofc 
suffer me to attend any longer the trepidations <^ 
the balance. 
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' 71]^ 4dTe,''inde^, many- conTcnieneidi almost 
peculiar to this 'method of puUieBtion, whioh may 
natu^ftlff flatter the antbdr, . whether he be ooi^. 
dent or timorous. The man to whom the extenk 
of his knowledge, or the sprightlinest of his inragU 
nktion; has, in bb owA opinioi, already aeound tfatf 
praises of tht World, willingly iakea that m^ of dm 
playing his abilities whidl willaoiEnwst give him ad 
opportinlif^ of hearing the voice of fiime ; it b«l|^bi 
ens his alacrity to think in how many places he 
shall hear what he is now miting, read witlr ecstftr 
des to-morrow. He will often please himsdf with 
reflecting, that the author of a large tteatitie must 
proceed with anxiety, lest, before Hie completion 
(}f his work, the attention of the public may have 
chmged its ol^ct ; but that he who is cmfined to 
no single topic, may follow the national taste 
through all its variations, and catch the aura popu- 
tfois, ,the gale of fiivour, &om what point soever it 
^hall blow. 

Nor is the prospect less likely to ease the doubts 
^,the cautious, and the terrors of th^ fearful, for 
to such the shortness of every single paper is a 
powerAil encouragement He that questions his 
alulities to arrange the dissimilar parts .of , ^n ex- 
tensive plap, <nr fears to be lost in a complicated 
sgrstem^ may yet hope to adjust a few pages with- 
ofit ,pe|plexity ; . and if, when be turns over the re- 
positories of bis metpoTy, l\e, finds his collection too 
uqall.jTor a volume, be niav yet have enough to 
fiirqisb. outran ef^ay^ He that wpum fear to lay 
oii^too much time upon an experiment of which 
he knows not the event, persuades hiiiiself th&t a 
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Ka 1. THE EAiniLKm. 7 

fyw d*yt wHl shew bim what he u to expect ftaot 
liis learning and hu genius. If he thinks hii own 
judgment not suffiriently enlightened, he may, 1^ 
attaiding to the remarks which every paper will 
jNoduoe, rectify his opiniiHis. If he should with too 
littie preme<ytatfon «ieumber himself by an un- 
wieldy sutgeot, he can quit it without oonfesring 
Us igncwanc^ and pass to other t(^cs less dan- 
geioua, or more tractable. And if he finds* with 
■11 his industry, and all his arUfices, that be cannot 
deserve regard, or cannot attain it, he may let the 
design &U at -once, and, wi^out injury to others 
or himself, redre to unusements of greater plea- 
•nre, or to studies of better prospect 



No. S. SATURDAY. HABCH M, 1749-60. 



Stare loco netcil, permml vrHighi miUe 
AtUefugaia, ainattttm^JkritgraettwigiJa: 



Th' iii)[iBtiait cmmcr putt in every Tdn, 
And pmnng aeeBi* to bat die iUatant plain ; 
IDBa, vdes, and flsodi i^pear ■bmdy craM, 
Aod me heHUrta, a thoHMni rtepa 4ie hwt.— •—'«'■■ 

That the mind of map is never satisfied with 
the ol^ects immediately before it? but is alway« 
Ivealqng awny irom the present momept, and lo- 
ung itaelf li) schemes of future felicity ; and that 
wefo^et the^prc^ use of the tiptenow in our 
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poFCr. tOjgKifpf\Ae for the ei^oymont Cff .tJii|t;«[hJicb. 
pprjipps, jimy (iK-y^t b<e grantffd us.;4iw iwpu ftifc- 
•qM^^y reioarked:; and b^ t^is piaotioe is :«.ccim- 
: B^odjiou^ subject qf.i'aUl^iy .to, t^e,gaj^ and c£ ^ 
Ql^iQ^tioq. to tlje s^Ppibi it has tieen ridieiti^ .wij& 
jftttbe pleasautry.pf.vrJt, ftnd ^^Uigg^tatfl^- witb i# 
tk^ arafHi^^tifm ofrbfttthrip. Eyery im^ne^, bf 
^tr^lcii its absi4dityiii)igbt a[^i^r mc^ flsgr^vfl, l»$ 
<^eep stv^ipusly coliecfed ; it hiU ^eep m^rkefl with 
fvery epithet of conteqapt, ai^4 aU ttteitRop^,«n4 
t^res h^ye b^n called .forth a^^iBst. it .. ■ 
, (^Qs.ure.is wilUqglj indulgeiii b^c^use it always 
impiies sq^ae snggv^ty^ i, mep ^ea^ .tiffimsttlv^ 
with imagining tl^t tbey \^v^ madeia<l«!&per seansfa, 
or wider survey, than others, and detected faults 
uid follies, which escape vulgar ol^ervatioo. And 
the pleasure of wantoning iq, common toptea is so 
tempting to a writer, that he ovfinot e^uly Msign 
it ; a train of sentiments generally -received enaUes 
him to shine without labour, and to- conqftcr wUh- 
out ^ contest, ^t is so;^easy to lapgb. at .t^s folly of 
bim who liv^ only in i^a„ refuses imme^ia^jeoae 
fiar distant pleasures,, and, instead (^•ei^oyiqg.tfae 
Uessings i^life, lets life glide away in pfApvtatHNlis 
to enjoy them ; jt affords such oppffl'tunlties pf trir* 
umpbant exultation, t^^exeEopHfy ,t];ie unc^taitfty 
of the human ^tate. to. rouse .^oort^.j&pia'-.tbotr. 
d^m, and inform them of the- sil^ celeri^ of 
time, that we may beHeve audrars willing rather 
to transmit than examme soadventageous a prin- 
ciple and more indined tb pursue a trade: sostnooth 
and so fiowc^^ lAian attentively to omsidar wbe<^ 
ther it leads to truth. 
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N<K S. THE ft^UBLEE. 9 

^18 qualify «f lotrfdng' forward )Mo fiitarity, 
seetm Ae emavoklaUe cMndftion of a bring, wbow 
motioBfi are gradual, uid'whoae Ufe is progreuhre: 
as hk powers are limited, be must use metm fbt 
Ae attaionMSit of hia etida, and intend flht wbat 
bftpffl^brmi' Isat; as b^ continual advances 'from 
hii fifst 'fltage of existence, be it I>el7}etually vary- 
ing the hmislon of<bi> prospects, he must always 
d&K»Mr new imftires of ac^Uia, new exdtetnents 
oifear, and allurements of denre.- 

Tbeend therefore wfaidi at present calls Jbrdi 
out aSforts, wtU be found, whoi it is once gained, 
to-be- (Hify^ oMeWtbe means to acime remoter end. ' 
Tbe- natund' ffigbta of the human- mind are not 
from pleaMK to pleasure, but from bope to hope. ' 

He that directs his steps to a certain point, must 
ftequenUytum bis eyes to that place whidi he 
stnvM to teach ; he that undergoes the &tigii« of 
labmii* inttst s6laeie his weariness with the bonteio- 
phai0il^iof"lta rewdt^. In agriculture, one of the 
mo8t-siiiip3e'«rti necMsa^ empl^ri»^^ ™> ni<™ 
timnup'the groftlld but becanse he thinks <tf tb«' 
hatvest; thttt-bturktArtiich blights may intercept 
wUdi^ iBittidatfona may sweep away, or wUdi death 
or^^adritymay Uud^r hiib &om reaping. 
^ Yef'ikS'AwiB&xims are widdy received or long 
retdltetf'b^t'fot- some conformity with truth and 
natut^, h itiitA be' ebnifessed, that this caution 
a^^Mt kt^ryg bur' TieW too intent upon remote 
advaatttges' i^ riOt without its propriety or useAiU 
nedsi tG^gilt''^' i^ay' btive been redted with too 
mutsh teTit3rrw^f<»rced With too Httle distinction i 
S 
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10 THE »AMBl4qR. No. 9. 

ior iiot ta ^>eak of tb«t vt^bemence of devireiiirich 
presses through right a^d wrong to its gratifica- 
tkn* or that anxious inquietude which is justly 
duFgeable with distrust (^ heaven, sul^t« too 
lolemn for iny present purpose; it ffequently.biftr 
pens ttiat, by indulging early Uie raptures oi euo- 
cess, we forget the measures necesmry to ^ectuf 
it, and suffer the imaginaticm to riot in the fmitioil 
t£ some possitde good, till the ttme of obtVAiaglt 
has sBpped away. 

Thov would, however, be few entfrpriws of 
great labour or hazard undertaken, if we bad iipt 
the power of magnifying the advantagev wiiicb 
we persuade ourselves. to expect ^m tbem. When 
the knight of La Mandia ^rely recounts tp bif. 
ootnpanicm the advoiturea by which he is tq.^- 
nalize himsdf in such a PHmeer that b^^aU t« 
summoned to the support of empires, wUcited to 
accept the heiress of the crowp which he ba»,pre- 
served, have honours and riches to ; seatter: fttvmt 
him, and an island to bestow on bis woctby sqittn. 
veiy few readers, amid«t their mirth on pi^yj «sn 
deny that they have admitted yisitws of |:he .e»ms 
kind; though th^ have not, p^hi^. $jcpe«ited 
events e<yia% strange, or by meom * equ^Iy in- 
adequate. When we pity himi we refleqt m pur 
own disappointments I and wbw w« langlt^ c«ur 
hearts inkam us that he is not owe ridioMous 
than ourselves, except.thathe tdls what we h»ve 
only thought. ■ ' 

The undeistanding of a ntan naturally wnguine. 
may, indeed, be e«sily vitiated l^ the hutuciouf 
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indolgenoe <rf' hope, iunmee neeesnry to ttie pra* 
daeti<»i of eveiy thing great or excellent, u soaie 
plwitsare destroyed by too open exposure. to tint 
8un which gives life and beauty to the vegetable 
world. ' 

Perhaps no okas of the human apedea requiifea 
more to be cauliDned against this antia|J«tioa af 
bap{^efi^ tinn those HM aafHie to iht name <if 
aittbMS; A man of lively faoey po sooner finds • 
hint moving in his mind, than he makes upaiMi^ 
taneous excursions to th« prtss, and to the m<ffld» 
and, with a Uttle «KM>urageBHBit bom flsttny* 
pushes forward into fntuie ag«s, and imgqoatjh 
eates the h<»)ours. to be pud him, whoo envy is 
extinct and iacti<ni fixgotten, and thoae* who« 
partiabty now suffers to obscure him, shall have, 
^en way to the Inflras of as short duration .as 
themselves. 

T^osa'i^o have |HDceeded so iff at to ai^eal 
to the tribunal of sueoeedtng times, are not likely 
to be otiid of their infatuation? but all eDdeavoura 
oUgfat to b« used lor the pfevention of a disease 
fbr whieht ivben it has attained its haigkt, perhapa 
no remedy wm be found in the gardens of pU- 
losopby, however ihe maiy boast her ^ysic of the 
mind, bar catiutttios of Vice, or lenitives c£ pas8i<»i. 

I shall, tberrfoiA while I am yet but lighUy 
toBched with the symptoms of tbe writer's malady# 
endeavour to'fwtify myself against the infection^ 
not without some weak hope that my preservalivea 
may ctttend their virtues to others, wfaoae employ-* 
moit exposes them to the same danger. 
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. ', . ,7Vr.puiT leeto potenmt r^reare libello. . 

Is &ine ^nv pa«sioD ? Wisdwi'ipowerAdcbon^f 
If thrice lead orer, shall its force dj8«na.— 

It is the sage advice of Epictetas, that a mm 
chould aecdstom hitnsdf t^en to tbinfc f)f what is 
meet shocking and terrible. Uiat by such tefleo. 
lions he majr be preserved from too ai^ent wishes 
fer seemibg good, and from too mudi dejection iit 
]«al evil. • 

There is nothing more dreadftil to an aatht^ 
tlwn neglect compared with which, reproach, Ihn 
tred, and <^poution, are Aatnes of 'happiness; 3»tl 
^is worse, this meanest fate, everyone w4i6 dates 
to write has reison to fear. > ■ ' * 

/nunc, tt verms Jecum meditare caaarot- 
Go nowj and meditate thy tnnetUl layB.—ELFHiNSTON. 

It may not be anfit fbr hnn who makes-a itew 
entrance into tbe lettered worM^ so ^<tO'htispet0 
im own powers as to-b^eve that he posoMj Ma;f 
deserve neglect; that n«tiire m^> not haTei^MUi< 
fied hiln much to' enlarge or- eBibdlisb-kno^tedgc^' 
lior 8«it bim ^rth entitled 1^ indisputaUeeilperii^ 
nlty to regulate tbe conduct of the rest of mtn*'' 
kind; tiiat, ^oagh the voitd must be gtaiftedtd 
be yet in i^orano^^he is notdeititied to di8]H4 
the -cloud, nor to shine out as one of the lumina- 
ries- of life. For tbis suspicion, every catalogue of 
a library will fiintish sufEident reason ; » be will 
find it crowded with names t^ men, who, thou^ 
now forgotten, woe once no less entCTprixing or 
GMifideut than himself, equally pleased with their 
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own prodnctioiUk equdly CBremd by Umt patrona, 
. and flatt««d by thdr fiiends. 

But .though it should happen that an author is 
capable of excelling, yet bis m»it may pass with- 
out notice, huddled in the variety of things, and 
thrown- into the gend^ miscellany of life. H« 
$h^ endeavours after &me by writing, solidts tht 
Kgard of a multitude fluctuating in pleawres or 
immsrsed in business, without time for intellectual 
amusements; he appeals to judges, prepossessed by 
paasions or corrupted by prejudices, which pre- 
clude their approbatioD of any new perfi^pnuioe. 
Spme are too indolent to read any tiling till its 
reputation is estaUishod ; others too oivious to 
promote that fame which ^ves them pain by iti 
imrease. What is new is opposed, because most 
are unwilling to be taught; and what is known ia 
rejected, because it is not sufficimtly ooondered, 
that men more frequently require to he mainded 
tium informed. The laar«ed arc aftaid to dedam 
tM* opjojkn early, Jest 4hey should put thw r»< 
put^jwHi'^ haaardi thp ignorant always inagiBe 
theqwdves ^vitigi some proof of ddieacy. when 
yie^irefiwe to be. pleased: end he that finds hit 
w^y, tOi reputation tfarou^ all these pbttruotioBV, 
musbviirkiiowledge thaftvbe b indebted to othet 
oaHtMibevdes his industry, his laamng, .ot his wit 
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Firttu, rtpuitfc neieia tordida, 
Intaminatia Jvlget hauoribut, 
JVn MtmO, Out fxmit teatrtt 

Arbitrio p>pkUri$ aiMr,~— hok. 

Undisuppcnnted in dedgm, 
With ludve hoiunin Virtue shineB ; 
' Nor ttfaeoppew'r, ngrhysitdeim, 

A<^ddj nbblM raiile oi fttHni.^— U>ibij48Iok> 

The task of an author is, eitber to tsach whst is 
BOt kntnra, or to reoomm^d knowD trutbs hf hia 
snanim of adoraiog Uiem ; ^diez to let new l^ife 
in upmi the nrind, and <^en aew acenea to Uie 
pDBipeot, or to ymry the draaa and situaitio» of oooif 
man oib^eebt, to ai to ^re ihem fresh, gnjae.aod 
mcK poweriul attrai^ons, to apread auf^ flAWpa* 
over the legioBs through which the iotcUef t bM, 
dready madeiti pn^ress, aa may: tempt it to rer-. 
tain, and t^e a second Tiev of tbinga haatily pa6>-> 
fled oyer, or negligently regarded. 

Kither of these ti^KHirs is very diffieuiU, becaHse' 
that they may not be fruitless, men miut not only 
be persuaded of their errors, but reoond^ .to: 
thdr guide ; th^ must not cmly ooufesa thdr ig- 
norance, but, what is still less pkasing, most al- 
low that he from whom they are to learn is. more 
knowing than themselves. 
8 
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Itmigit be imaginecl tlMt wxA an cnpkiyvMnt 
WW in itself sufficiendy. irksonn and hsaudouit 
that none would be found n m^vcdeDt u wan* 
tMiljr to add weight to the atmic of Siiyphiu ; uid 
tint few «tdcaToun would be used to obstruct 
tboee ftdranees to reputation, tiincb must be niade 
at such an expetice of time and tboughf^ with » 
great haxard in the miscarriage, and with so little 
advantage frotn the niootn. . 

Yet there is a certain race of men, tbat either 
hnagine it their duty, or make it their amusement 
to hinder the leoeptian of erery work of leanfing 
<»■ geniust who staad as coilands in the avekuea of 
&me, and val^ thetnseWes upon gtving Ignofaooe 
and Envy the first notioe of a prey. 

To these men, who diatinguiBh tbcmsclTes by 
the appellation of Critics ^ i* net 
new auUior to find boom meant of r 
tion. It is probable, that tbe most malfgnaDt of 
th^e persecutors might be somewhat softened, and- 
pwrailed on, for a sboit time, to remit their fbry. 
Baring <br this pulpoee considered many expsdi- 
ems, I find in the reoords of ancieoit times, that 
Argus was luHed by rauan^ and Cerberus quieted 
with a sop-; md an, therefore, inclined to believe 
that modem critics, who, if they have not tbe eyes, 
have tl«e w&tchfblness <tf Argos, and can hatk as 
lood as Cerberus, though, perhaps, they cannot 
Ute Wit^ equal ibree, might hb subdued by methods 
of tbe same kind. ' I have heard bow sdme have 
been padfied with duet abd a supper, and others 
lEtid asleep with the soft' notes of' flattery. 

Though the nature of my undeitaldng gives me' 
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lUflMent nudn ^ dietd ,the lipitod attadka of this 
lirafent. g^Doilaon, yet,. I hsve loot hitterto. ptv* 
Maded mywVtb take aay measures fin- flight oir 
traa^. ^or I am in donbt whether- l^ey can act 
agaitHt me by lawful anthori^, and suspect thab 
Aiey have presamed upon a fti^ed cowmiaMctti^ 
stilcd tiiemielTes the ministen of Crkioi«n, witb* 
out any authentic evidoice o£ delegation, and 
uttered their own dcterraiaatians as the decrfeeff oC 
ft higher judicature. 

CiHaeiana, fiom whom th^ daive tbek daim- 
to decide the fate of writers, was the ^est daagfao 
ter of Labour and of Truth : she was, at her iHrth, 
cpmmitted to the care of Justice, and brought up 
by her in the palace of Wisdom. Being soon dia> 
tinguished by the celestials, for her unoommm qua- 
Btics, she was appointed the gorerness of Fancy, 
uid empowered to beat time to tiie chorus o£ tiie 
Muses, when they sung before the throne of Ju- 
■jHta:. 

When the Muses oondesonided to vtut this lower 
world, th^ came accompanied by CritJciim, to 
whom, upon her descent from ber native r^ons. 
Justice gave a sceptre, to be carried idoft in her 
right band, one end of which was tinctured with 
ambroua, and inwreath^ with a golden foliage 
of unaranths and bays ; the other end was endreled 
with cypress and poppies, and dipped in the waters 
of oblivitm. lo ber left hand, she bnre na unex- 
tinguisbabte torch, manu&ctured. by Labour, and 
lighted by Truth, cxf which it Was the particular, 
quali^ immediately to shew every thing in its true 
foraxt however it might be disguised to comoHm 
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^es. . Whatever Art eoald contpliett^ or BV^y 
cMild ctmfouDd, was, upon the firtt gleam of thp 
Torrii of Truth, eaihlnted in its cUstinct p«rta «d 
original simpliciCjr ; it darted through the labyriatiif 
c^ sophistry, and shewed at <mee all iIk Abaurditiat 
to which they served for refuge ; it pierced tlmoogta 
the robes wbidi ihetoric ofken sold to -ialsetMMd^ 
and detected the dispn^K^on of. pacts wfaiefa arti^ 
fidal Teiis had been oontnvttd to otwer. - x' 

Thus furnished for the execution of her office;) 
Criticisin came down to nmey ibe perforsinuet 
of those who professed themselves the votaries of 
the Muses. Whatever was brought brforeher, she 
beheld by the steady light of the Torch of TFath» 
aad when her examination had convinced her, that 
the kws of just writing had been observed, she 
touched it vnXh the amarantbine end of tix soep-. 
tie, and conngned it over to immortality. 

But it mxae irequently happmed, that in the 
works whidi required her inspection, there was 
sone imposture lUtcmpted ; that false colours were 
laboriously kid ; that tome seo^t inequality was 
found between ibe words and sentiments, or some 
dissimilitude of the ideas and the original otjects ; 
that Incongrmties were Imked togetbn-. or ' that 
swae parts were of no use but to enlarge the ap< 
pcarsnce of the wfa<^e, without coDtrU)uUng to its 
beauty, stdidity, or usefulness. 

Wherever such discoveries were made, and they 
were made whenever these faults were committed. 
Criticism refused the touch idiich conferred the 
aaoction of immortality, and, when the errors 
were firequoit and gross, reversed the soep^, and' 

VOL. IV. c ^ , 
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tet (kops (^ lathe distil from the pop{>iea and qF. 
ptss a fttal mUdew, wbioh imnediately begaa to 
nrwte ^ work away, till it was at lut totally dOr 
stroyed. 

Tb«e vcr9 some , eompoutians Ivougtit to the 
teat, ip vhich, when the stroDgcst light waa tluown 
upiHi;theiii, thrir beautiea and faults appeared m 
equally mingled, that dritioiBm stood with hu 
sceptre poised in her band, in douht whetfaor to 
shed lethe or anabrodiii, upon them. These at last 
inovued to so great a numher, that she was weaiy 
d attending aaeh doubtful claims, and, for fear of 
using improperly the sceptre of Justice, referred 
the cause to be cwwdered by Time. 

The proceedings of Time, though rery d^atory^ 
«»%, some few oaprioee excepted, oonfonaabfe to 
justice: and many who thought themselves «b- 
cure by a.flbort forbearance, have sunk under jue 
wgrtbe. w they were posting down with tfaek Ytt~ 
Jumes in triumph to futurity. It was obsarvnfale 
that some were destroyed by little and little, and 
others crushed for ever by a single blow. 

Critidsm having long kept her eye fixed stea- 
dily upon Time, was at last so well satisfied with his 
oonduct, that she withdrew from the earth with her 
patrooess iUtrea, and left Fr^udice and False 
Taste to ravf^ at large as the BBsodatea of Fraud 
and Mischief ; contenting h^self thenc^orth to 
abed hex iafiueooe from afw upon some seleet 
minda, fitted U»r its reception by learning and 1^ 
virtue. 

JBefore her dqwirUtre she broke her sceptre, <tf 
whidi the shivers, that fbrm^ the ambrosial en4 
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were caugfat up by^ Flattery, and those that had 
been infected with the waters of lethe were, widi 
eciual haste, seized by Malevolence. The fi>U 
lowers of Flatteiy, to whom she distributed her 
part of the sceptre, neitber htd nor dedred ligh^ 
but toudied indiscriminately whatever Power or 
IntCTest happened to exhibit. The companituu 
of Malevolenee were supplied by the Furiet wift 
« torch, which bud this quality pecuUar to iitftniid 
lustra that its light fell only upon fiuiHs. 

Naht^t, but ndur AirioMM rUUc, 
Serv'd cmly to duworer n^t* of iroe. 

With these fi-agtnents of autfacHity, the slaves of 
flattery and Malevolence marched out, at the 
fiommand of their miatressei, to confer immortft* 
Hty, or condemn to oblivion. But the sceptre had 
DOW lost its power ; and Time pastes bis sraitenot 
at Idsure, without imy regard to thrir dctcnains* 
tions. 
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No. 4. SAtURDAY, MARCH 31, 1750. 

Sitttd etjuamda el Aioaea dicere nVis.—— bok. 
Atid join both profit and delight is one. cbeecb. 

The worka of fiction, with which the present ge- 
neration seeps more pBrticularly delighted, are 
such as e:chibit life in its true state, diversified only 
by accidents that daily happen in the world, and 
influenced by passions and qualities which are really 
to be found in conversing with mankind. 
. This kind of writing may be termed not impro- 
perly . the comedy of romance, and is to be con- 
ducted, nearly .by .the rules of comic poetry. Its 
province is to bring about natural events by. easy 
means, and to keep up curiosity without the help 
of wonder : it is therefore precluded from the ma-, 
chines and expedients of the heroic romance, and 
can neither employ giants to snatch away a lady 
from the nuptial rites, nor knights to bring her 
back from captivity ; it can neither bewilder its 
personages in deserts, nor lodge them in imaginary 



I remember a remark made by Scaliger upon 
Fontanus, that all his writings are filled with the 
same images ; and that if you take from him his 
lilies and his roses, bis satyrs and his dryads, he 
will have nothing left that can be called poetry. 
In like manner almost all the fictions of the last 
age will vanish, if you deprive them of a hermit 
and a wood, a battle and a shipwreck. 
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Why this wild strain of unagioation found le- 
ceptioii so long ia- polite ^d learned ages, it it 
not easy to comxiTe ; but we cannot wonder that 
while readers could be procured, the authws were 
willing to continue it; for when a man bad by 
practice gained soine fluency of language, hie had 
no further care than to retire to his closet, let 
loose his invention, and heat his mind with incre- 
dibilities ; a book was thus produced withoi^ fear 
of criticism, without the toil of study, wi^iout 
knowledge of nature, or acquaintance wi^ life. \ 

Tbe task of our present writers is very different ; 
it requires, together with that learning which is to 
be gdiiied from books, that experience which can 
never be attained by solitary diligence, but mixst 
arise from general converse and accurate observa- 
tion of the living world. Their performances have» 
as Horace expresses it, pins onerts quantum Venice 
minus, little indulgence, and therefore more diffi< 
culty. - They are ragaged in portraits of which 
every one knows the original, and can detect any 
deviation from exactness of resemblance. Other 
writings are safe, except from tbe malice of learn- 
ing, but these are in danger from every common 
reader ; as the slipper ill executed was censured 
by a shoemaker who happened to stop in his way 
at the Venus of Apelles. 

But the fear of not bdng approved as just co- 
iners of human manners, is not the most import>< 
ant concern that an author of this sort ought to 
have before him. These books are written chiefiy 
to the young, the i^orant, and the idle, to whom 
they serve as leictnres of conduct and introduc- 
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tionr into Sfc. They are tbs cBtertriiraient 
t£ minds unfurnished witir idess, and thcfefora 
e^jr sQsceptible of impressians ; not fixed by 
princif^, and therefore easily feUowiiig the cuik. 
lehC of fancy ; not iDformed Jjy experienoe, and 
consequently open to every false suggeition and 
partbd aoeontit 

'That the highest degree of rererteee should be. 
pdd to youth, and that nothing indecent should 
be suffered to approach their eyes or ears ; arcpr^* 
cepts extorted by sense and Tirtue from an andcnC 
wHter, by no means eminent for chastity of thought 
The same kind, though not the same degree of cau- 
tion, is required in every thing ?rtiich is laid befoM 
them, to secure them from unjust prejudices, per- 
verse opinions, and incongruous combinations ai 



In the romances fiwmerly written, every tnaa*- 
action and sentiment was so remttte from aU tkM 
passes among men, that the reader was in veiy Ht- , 
tie danger of making any appKcttioos to himself; 
the virtues and crimes were^ equally beycmd lut- 
sphere of activity; and he amused lamsitf w*fc 
herbes and with traitors. delivereTB and perseoa- 
tors, as wftb beings of another species, whose acJ 
tions were regulated upon motives of -their owiii ■ 
and wbo bad neither &ults nor exc^leacies' in 
common with himself. 

But when an adventurer is levelled with tberetfe ; 
of the world, and acts in such scenes «f ^le upi- 
versd drama, as may be the lot ttfany other mani 
young sperttitora fix their eyes wpan him with ddsef 
attention, and hope, l^ observing his behaviour and 
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iMteeWi t»Rgiihte didr omi pndiiMi, wbon thqr 
shall be engaged In the hlu pttt 

For tfa» reaion thew fiiinUiar faiikniei tof^ per- 
fa«|i»be mude of greotar aaetiun the loleiniutiM 
of proftiBed monli^t and ccxmy the knowledge, 
of vfoe end virtu* widi more efficacy thu axiom* 
and definitions. But if the power of caumple is ao 
gant as to take possession of the vutoiy by, a k»d 
of ffwleoo^ and pnoduoe eflEkcts almost without the 
intOTM^on o£ the will, care ought to be tpken, 
tka^ whan the obmoe is unrestrained* the faert ex- 
amples only^ should be exhibited ; and that wUeh 
is likely to c^»erake so strongly, should not be mi»> 
cUcToua or uneertwi in its effiscts. 

The oUef advantage iriiich theae tictiona h^ve 
ov«r resl life is, that thtir authors are at liberty, 
though not to invait, yet to select ol^ects, and to 
euU £rom the mass of mankind, those individusls 
upon vrtiuk the attention ought most to be em- 
plo|red : -Bs a diamond, though it cannot be mad^ 
mo|f.l)«, polished by sr^and placed in sui^ a situ- . 
aHioa, ISA ta, dispLigr that lustve which before was . 
bw fod MMBff common stones. 

It is ifft^. oonudwed as the greatest amellenoj : 
of'W^ to iaiitatenatiue I but it is necessary to die* , 
ti)^iii8btth«a« parts <rf'natuM^ which are most pro- , 
per for iasibUtioD : gveater oare is still requiefd in 
representing life, which is so oflen diseoloured by 
pflsnoB, or defosmed by wickedness. If the wortd 
be- proHnacNously described, I cannot see of what 
uae ib can be to read the aooount: or why it mwy 
not-beaa aa& to tvarn-tbo eye imawdiately upon 
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iBUikmd as rupoa a mirror which ^ews aU that 
presents itself without discriminati(»i. 
■ ■ It is thwefore not a su£5cient Tindicatjon - of a 
character, that it:is drawn as- it appears ; for many 
characters oaght nererto be di&wn : n<w of a nar- 
laixve, that the train of events is a^«eabk to obser- 
vation and experience ; for that observation which 
is called knowledge of the world, will be found much 
more&equently to make^men cunning than good. 
The purpose of these writings is surely, notxmly to 
^ow mankind, but to provide that they may be seen 
hoeafter with less hazard ; to teach the means of 
avoiding the snares whidi are laid by Treachery 
for Innocence, without infusing any wish fiar tiiat 
superiority with which the betrayer flatters his' va- 
nity ; to give the pow«r of counteracting fraud; with- 
out the temptation to practise it ; to initiate youtli 
by mock encounters, in the art ofnecessary ddienee, 
and to increase prudence without impairing vtrtqe. 

Many writers,. for the sake of following nature, 
so mingle good and bad qualities in their {vincnpal 
personages; that tii^ are both equally conspicuous ; 
and as we accompany them through ' thdr advcn- 
- tures with delight, and are kd by degrees to iate- 
rest oursdves in their &T0ur, we loee the abhor- 
rence of their faults, because they do not hinder 
our pleasure, or, perhaps, regard . them with some 
kindness, for being united with so much nwiit. 

There have been men indeed spfandtdly wicked, 
jwbose endowmeotfi . threw a brightness on th«r 
crimes, and whom scawe any viUsny made pecSectfy 
detestable, because. <tbey nsver could be w-faoUy 
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divested of their exceUencies ; but aacb bare bam 
in all ages the great comipten of the world, and 
their resemblance ougbt no more to be fHcserved, 
than the art of murdering without pain. 

Some hare advuiced, without due atteation to 
the consequences of this notioo, that certain vir- 
tues have their correspondent faults, and therefore 
l^at to exhibit either apart is to deviateifrom fwc^ 
bability. Thus men are observed by Swift to be 
"grateful in the same degree as th^ are reeeut- 
taV . This principle, with otbers of the same kind, 
supposes man to act from a brute impulse, and pur- 
sue a certain d^ree of inclination, without any 
choice of the object ; for, otherwise, though it 
should be allowed that gratitude and resentment 
arise from the same constitution of the passions, 
it fcdlows not that they wilt be equally indulged 
.when reason is consulted ; yet, unless that conse- 
quence be admitted, this sagacious maxim becomes 
an empty sound, wRhout any relation to practice 
at to life. 

, Nor is it evident, that even the first motions to 
tioese effects are always in the same proportion. 
"Foe piide, which produces quickness of resent- 
meat, will obstruct gratitude, by unwillingness to 
admit tiiat inferiority which obligation implies; 
and it is very unlikely that he who cannot think: 
he ree^ves a fovour, will adcnowledge or repay- it 
■ It is of the utmost importance to mankind, that 
pontioDs of this tendency should be laid open and 
confuted ;■£»' wbik men ooBsider good and evil as 
•{ffinging from. the. same rool, they, will spare the 
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otK SorHie aake of &e other, and in jud^agi if 
nafe c^ odien at leut of tbemsdvea, will be apt to 
e^mate thnr virtues by their vioea. To this &• 
tal error all those will oontribute, who oonfoimd 
tiie colours c^ right and wtoag, and, instead of 
helping to settle thdr boundaries, mix them with 
so much art. Uiat no oomuKHi mind is able to diw 
unite them. 

In narratives where historicel veradty has no 
place, I cannot discovo- why there should not be 
exhilnted the most perfect idea of virtue ; of vir- 
tue not angelical, nor above probability, (m what 
we cannot credit we shall never imitate, but the 
highest and purest that humanity can reach, whiah» 
exerdsed in sudi trials as the various revolutions 
of things shall bring upon it, may, by eoBquering 
some calamities, and enduring others, teadi ui 
what we may hope, and what we can pet&rm. 
Vice, for vice is necessary to be shewn, sfaoidd 
always disgust; nor should the graces of gaiety, 
or the dignity of courage, be so united witii' it^ as 
to reconcile it to the mind. Wherevfer ifappears, 
it should raise hatred by the malignity of Its pnei. 
tibes, and contempt by die meanneW'of ittrstni^ 
gems : for while it is supported by cnther parts or 
spirit, it will be seldom heartify^ tMionecl. "The- 
Roman tyrant was content to foe hated,' if he trot 
but feared ; and there are thousand* of the ftaden 
of romances willing to be thought wicked, if th^ 
may be allowed to be wits. It is tberefiire to be 
steadfly inculcated, that virtue is tiie highest {Hoof 
of understanding, and the only sdld bans of g^etb- 
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nesa ; and that vice is the natural cemetpmet of 
narrow thonghts; that it begins in misOlce, and 
ends in ignominy. 



N<x 5. TUESDAY. APRIL 9, 17AL 

El maw PDIKM ager, Mme omni* parUtrit arboi, 
Nuncjrondnt tOmg, mau Jannoiittimiu amuu. i Timo. 

Now er^ fidd, now «r^ tree Ii green ; 

Now pnial Nitare'e ftarat &oa is KCtk-~-XWiinTOM. 

Evert man is suffidently disccHitented with 
some circumstances of his present state, to sufi^ 
his imagination to range more or less in quefl of 
future happiness, and to 6x upon some ptunt of 
time; in which, by the remoFai t^ the inoonreniopce 
which now perplexes him, or acquisition of tb^ 
advaoti^ which ha alt present wants, he sliall find 
the condition of his life voiy aauch improved. 

When this time, which is too often expected with 
great impatimce, at iast arrives, it geonolly comes 
without the blessing £ot whidi it was desired ; but 
we solace ourselves with some new prospect, and . 
press forward again with equal eagemefls. 

It is lucky for a man, in whom this temper pre- . 
vails, when he turns his hopes upon things wh<^y 
out of his own power; since he forbears then to 
precipitste his afbirs, for the sake ,of the great 
event that is to complete his felidty, and waits fix 
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the Ui^ul hour with less neglect of thermeasures 
necessary to be taken in the mean time. 

I have long known a person of this temper, who 
indulged his dream of happiness with less hurt to 
himself than such chimeiical wishes commonly pro- 
duce, and adjusted his scheme with such address, 
that his hopes were in full bloom three parts of the 
yew, and in the other part never wholly blasted. 
Many, perhaps, would be desirous of learning by 
what means he procured to himself such a cheap 
and lasting satisfaction. It was gained by a con- 
stant practice of referring the removal of all his 
uneasiness to the coming of the next spring ; if his 
health was impaired, the spring would restore it ; 
if what he wanted was at a high price, it would 
fitll its Value in the spring. 

The spring indeed did often come without any 
of these effects, but be was always certain ' that the 
T\eji.t would be more propitious; nor was ever con- 
vinced, that the present spring would fail hiin be> 
Ibre the middle of summer; for he always talk- 
ed of the spring as' coming till it was past, and 
when it was once past, every one agreed with him 
that it was coming. 

, By long converse with this man, I am, perhaps, 
brought to feel immoderate pleasure in the contem- 
plfitioh of this delightful season ; but I have the s{b> 
tisfaction of finding many, whom it can be no shame 
to resemble, infected with the same enthusiasni ; for 
there is, I believe, scarce any poet of eminence, who 
has not left some testimony of his fondness for the 
Bowers, the zephyrs, and the warblers of the spring. 
Kor has the most luxuriant imagination been able 
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to describe the sa^nity and happiness of tbe gol- 
den age, otherwisetban by ^vinga perpetual spring 
as the highest reward of uocomipted innooeDce. 

There is, indeed, something inexpressibly pleas- 
, ing in the annual renovation of tbe worid, and tbe 
new dbplay of tbe treasures of nature. The ocdd 
and darkness of winter, with the naked deformity 
of every object on which we turn our eyes, make 
us rejoice at the succeeding season, as well for what 
we have escaped aa for what we may enjoy ; and 
every budding flower, which a warm situation 
Inings early to our view, Is considered by us as a 
messenger to notify the apfwoacb of more joyous 
days. 

The Spring affords to a mind, lo Seee firom the 
disturbance of care or passions as to be vacant to 
calm amusements, almost every thing that out pre- 
sent state makes us capable of enjoying. Tbe tb- 
negated verdure of tbe fields and woods, tbe suc- 
cession of grateful odours, the voice of pleasure 
pouring out its notes on every side, with the glad- 
ness apparmtly concaved by every animal, from 
the growth of his food, and the clemency of the wea- 
ther, throw oyer the whole earth an air of gidety, 
significantly expressed by the smile of nature. , 

Yet. there are men to whom these scenes are able 
to ^ve no delight, and who hurry away from all 
the varieties of rural beauty, to lose their hours 
and divert their thoughts by cards or assembles, 
a tavern dinner, tff the prattle of tbe day. 

It may be laid down as a position which will sd- 
dom dec^ve. that when a man oinnot bear his own 
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eompony, thovk aomething wrosg'. He muat ify 
ftgm lutne^ dtber because be feels a tedioosiwilB 
io life finm tbd e«)iitpoise of m empty mind, which, 
hmfistg.ao^tniMOoy to one motioii more than ano- 
ttrar^ but SB it i» nnpellcd by some external power, 
must always have nconrae to ftuvign ofcgrets ; or 
be laiiit be aftud of the kitrusion of some tmideas- 
ing idem» and periuq* is struggling' to escape ftooi 
^ Kemembftme of a iosa, ^e ftar of a calamily, 
or some other ^u^t of greater hoiror. 

Those whom sorrow incaparitatei to enjoy the 
pleasures of contenipktion, may properly apfjy to 
audi diveroonSf i»ovided they are innocent, as lay 
strong hold on the attention ; and those, whom fear 
of any fiitureafflit^n ehuns down to miscty, must 
mdcavour to obvif^ the danger. 

My eoBsidecations shall, cm this oeoarion, be 
turned on such as arc burthensome to thnnsetrw, 
merdy because they want sul^ects for rcflcetiaD» 
mA to wbcHD the volume ai nature is thrown opea 
without affiirdiog them pleasnre or instfoottoft, be. 
cause they never learned to read the ctevaeWn. - 

A French author has advanced this eeemmg- pa- 
TMdoi, that very few tiun know hma to take a an^s 
und, indeed* it is true, that few know how to Ute 
a walk with a proepect of any other i^eaBure, than 
the same company would have afforded them stt 
home. 

Hiere are animala that barrow thrir colour from 
the neighhooring body, uid ooiwequently vary th^ 
hue as they happen to chmge their place. In like 
mmner it ought to be tbe endeavour of every man 
to doive his leflectiau from die objects about him ; 
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fttitiatoua purpoK that be altcrt hii poiMi«b» If 
Ua attention eontinuet find to tbe nine foia/t. -The 
R^d abouU bt kept open to At toceu of nciy new 
idea, and ao fv dite^tged from tbe predomUnBOT 
of particubu' thouf^ts, u eaiily to ftcoonaaodatt iU 
Hlf to 9ocuional enttttainment 

A laan that ha* fwmed this balrit of twntng 
every new ol^eet to hi» enteitanmoDt, find* in tte 
]Biodui4ioiU of nature an UMKbanitiUe atotk of 
matwials upon wlu^ be can employ binudf^ «ilb> 
out any temptations to envy or makvolmee ; Cuilti^ 
p«iiaps, iddom totidly avinded by thoae, wfaoae 
judginait is raudi exercised upm the works of ait. 
He has always a certain proqwot of diaeovering 
new reascms for adoring tbe lOTcrrign Antbor of 
the univerae, and ^beUe hopes of makii^ some 
diaccwery of bmefit to others, or of pfofit to him> 
aelf. There Ib no doubt but many vegetables mad 
animds hare qualities that might be of great use, 
to the knowledge of which there is not required 
much force a£ penetration, or fatigue of study, but 
only frequent experiment^ and close attention. 
What is said hy the diemists of thdr darlii^ mer* 
cury, is, perhaps, true of every body through tbe 
whole creaticHi, that if a thousand lives should be 
qient upon i^ all its properties would not be found 
out. 

Mankind must necessarily be diversified by va- 
rious tastes, since life affiirds and requires such 
mnltiplidty of empkyments, and a nation of na- 
turalists is ndther to be hoped, or desired ; but it 
is surdy not improper to point out a fresh amuse- 
ment to those who bnguish in health, imd repine 
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in plenty, for want of some source <>f diversion tbat 
may be less easily exhausted, and to inform the 
multitudes of both sexes, who are' burdened with 
every new day, that there are m'any shows whidi 
they have not seen. 

He that enlarges his curiosity after the works of 
nafare, demonstrably multiplies the inlets to hap- 
piness ; and, therefore, the younger part of my 
readers, to whom I dedicate this vernal speculation, 
must excuse me for calling upon them, to make use 
at once of the s[»ing of the year, and the spring c^ 
life ; to acquire, white their minds may be yet im- 
jaessed with new images, a love of innocent plea- 
sures, and an ardour for useful knowledge ; and to 
remember, that a blighted spring makes a barren 
year, and that the vernal flowers, bowever beautiful 
and gay, are only intended by nature as prepara- 
tives to autumnal fruits. 
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Strtma rm ttercet intrtia, navibut atque 
QwidrJfw petimu* bate vinm : quod petit, kk ett; 
Btt Vhiirii, Mi'nuu li tt nm deficit ojmw.^— •MOK. 

Active ia indolence, >bn«d we ram 

Id quest <£ ha{itaueu which dwell* it bome ; 

With TRia pnrsaitB &t)ga'd, et length youll find, 

Nei place exchidn it ftoM an cqnal mind.— —•cLmtNiToK. 

That man should nevM sufifer his haf^ness to 
depend upon external drcumataooes, U one of the 
chief precepts of the Stoical philosophy; a pre- 
cept^ indeed, which that lofij sect has extended bo< 
yond the ooodititxi of human life, and in which 
soine of them seem to have comprised ao utter ex- 
clunon of all corporal pain and pleasure fimn the 
i^gatd or attenticMi of a wise man. 

Such sapientia Uuanitnt, as H<w«oe calls the doc- 
trine of another sect, sudi extravagUMse of philo* 
sophy, can want neither authority nor ai;guiiientf<» 
its confutation ; it is ov«-throwD by the expnience 
of evety hour, and the powers f>f nature rise up 
against it. But we may very properly inquire, bow 
neat to tius exalted state it is in out power to ap- 
profKh, how far we can exempt ourselres from out- 
ward influences, and secure to our minds a state of 
tranquilli^ : far, though the boast of absolute inde- 
pendence is ridiculous and vain, yet a mean flexi- 
t»li^ to every impulse and a patirat submissi<« 

VOL. IT. D 
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to the tjmnny of casual troubles, is below the dig- 
nity of tbat mind, which, however dqinved or 
weakened, boasts its derivatirai from a celestial 
original, and hopes for an uni<»i with infinite good- 
ness, and unvoriaUe felidty: 

PrqiritM Oeietat ortnn. 
Unlen llie nul, to Tiee a dinllf 

The necessity of erecting ourselves to some de^ 
gree of intellectual dignity, and of preserving re> 
souroet of pleasure Wbi<^ may wM be whoBy at 
1^ mercy of aoddent, is never more apparertC tfaan 
when we turn ot^r eyes upon those whom fortune 
has let taose to their own eoMdoet; who, not being 
ehuned down by their condition t» a regnlar and 
stated allotment of their Imuvs, ere oMiged to find 
fii^mselves bMwnCss or diversionv md having ikv 
thing within that cM entertMnor nttploy then, 
aft eom^iiened to^ stt tbe arts <s€^t»*xaying tihie. 

Tbie nmnberiAB exptdi^ts praetised by this 
dass of mtH^t&lD to aHevitie the burthen of Me, bi« 
not less Bbamrful, nor, p^bttps, muoh less {ntiaM^ 
titan those to which ft trader on tiie edge oif buik- 
Mptoy 18 redDoed. I have seen melancbdiy over, 
spread a wbole family at the dJtoefupointMBient of » 
fluty for cards ; ttod whob, after the proposal of a 
thoosand schemes, and the ^patch of the footman 
rspatt a handred messages, tdiey have subOfitted, 
With gloomy reagoatMn, to the misfiHtone^tf pas^ 
'mg eae ev^iii^ In convcrsatkn widi oadii other; 
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OB a sodden, such ne the tevdutioDa fl Hif world, 
an unexpected ^tor 1}jh brought tbem rsHeC fw^ 
eifptyiUe aft provision to a starving dty, and en- 
^t4ed them to hold Qut till the next day. 

The iKeocral remedy of tboae^ who are uneasy 
vHhoHt kaowing the cause, is change of phtce; 
they aie viUing to inagine that their pain is the 
consequence of some local inconvenience, and en- 
de»r«i9 to fly fhm it. as children from their sha- 
dows : always hopmg for some mow satiafaotoiy de- 
light from every new scene, and always i^^ning 
home with dtn^pointment and conpUiDts. 

Who can lodt upon this kind of iofiitus^r 
wUboat iteiSectiiig on thos« that sgfSar under the 
dmadfiil ayraptom of canine im d n fw . terned t^ 
(bytidwM the inad <f vwUr f Theae !Bi»«wWe 
wietebes, unable to ifink, Uiougb bwning with 
thirst, are somatimw known tg try varvms <!9i)tor« 
tions. or inclinations of the body, flattering th#Fn^ 
srires that they can swallow in one postuiv Aat 
liquor which they Snd in another to repel thrir 
Iws. 

Yet each &Uy it not peerdiar tp the thoughtleas 
or i^wanti hut sometimes seises those minds 
which seen most exempted from il^ by the variety 
of attainment^ qui«k»e« of pen^tistioq, or save. 
rity of judgment ; and. iodeejk Uw pride of wit and 
knowledge is often mortified by finding that they 
ow&r no security agsinst the aommoo emrs. 
which DMslesd (he wwkwt wid mmt^ pf mm- 
kind. 

Tfaeas r«ft)ptions aroco in my mind upw th« j;e- 
menhnoe? of • pawgejn Covrtey'f fi^fim t9 Iw 
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poetns, wliere, howera* exalted by genius, and en- 
larged by study, be informs us of a scheme of hap- - 
pineas to which the ImE^nation of a girl upon the 
loss of her first lorer could hare scarcely given 
way ; but which be seems to have indulged, till he 
bad totally forgotten its absurdity, and would pro- 
Imbly have put in execution, bad he been hindered 
only by his reason. 

' My desire,* says h^ ' has been for some years 
' past, though the execution has been acddentally 
< diverted, and does still vehemently continue, to 

* retire myself to some of our American planta- 
' ttons, not to seek for gold, or enrich myself with 

* the traffic of those parts, which is the end of m<wt 

* men that travel thither; but to forsake this woHd 

* for ever, with all the vanities and vexations of 1% 

* and to bury myself there in some obscure retreat; 

* but not without the constdation of letters and phi- 

* losophy.' 

Such was the chimerical provision which Cowley 
had made in his own mind, for the quiet of his r&- 
muning life, and which he seems to recommend' to 
posterity, since there is no other reason f(»: disclos- 
ing it. Surely no stronger instance can be given 
of a persuasion that content was the inhalntant of 
particular re^ons, and that a man might set sail 
with a fur wind, and leave behind him all his care% 
incumbrances, and calamities. 

If he travelled so &x with no other purpose than 
tobuty himself in tomeobtcure retreat, be might 
have found, in his own country, innumerable co- 
verts sufficiently dark to have concealed the ge- 
niiu of Cowley ; for whatever might be his opinion 
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of the imputunity wiUi which he nught be sum- 
moned back into public life, a short e^erience 
would bave convinced him, that priTatkm is easier 
than acquisition, and that it would require little 
oontiDuance to free himself fixim the intnimon of 
the world. There is {nride enough in the human 
heart to prevent much deure of acquaintance with 
a man, l^ whom we are sure to be neglected, how- 
ever bis reputation for sdence or virtue may ex- 
dte our curiosity or esteem ; so th^ the lover of re- 
tirement needs not be a&aid lest the respect of 
strangers should overwhelm him with visits. Even 
^ose to whom he has formraly been known, will 
very patiently support his absence when they have 
tried a little to live without him. and found new 
diversions for those moments which his company 
contributed to exhilarate. 

It was, peihaps, ord^ned by Providence to hin- 
der us firora tyrannising over one another, that no 
individual should be of such impwtance, as to 
cause, by his retirement ot death, any diasm in 
the world. And Cowley had conversed to little 
purpose with mankind, if he had never remarked, 
how soon the useful friend, the gay companion, 
and the favoured lover, when once they are re- 
moved from before the sij^t, give way to the su(^ 
cession of new objects. 

The privacy, therefiwe. of his hermitage might 
have been safe enough from violatitwi, though fie 
had chosen it within the limits of his native island; 
be might have found here preservatives against the 
vamties and vernations of the world, not less efiSca* 
dous than those which the woods or fields o£ Ame- 
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rioa coiild afibrd him : but hsving anee Us dnnd 
iatnttered widi disgust^ be conceiTed it imponiUc 
to be ftr.enou^ Jrom the cause of his uneasiness; 
and vas posting away wit^ the expedition of « cow* 
aid, who, for want of venturing to k>ok behiad bira, 
thmks the enemy perpetuaHy -at bis heels. 

Wbm be was ihterrupbed by company, or &* 
tigued vnth business, he so strongly imaged to bim- 
self the happiness of leisure and retreat, that he de* 
tvrmined to enjoy them for the future without in- 
temiption, and to e&dude fis ever -all that ooukt 
depHve Urn of fait datling satis&c^ons. He fiir. 
got, in tbe TebMiienoe of desir^ ^at solitude and 
quiet owe tbdr pleasures to tboae miseries, wbiefa 
he was so itudsous to obviate : for such are the vi- 
tnssitudes iii tdie wotid, tfaroagh all its pfffts. that 
day and night, labour and rest, hurry and retire* 
men^ endrar each otber ; such are tbe changes that 
keep the mind in aotiac ; we desire, we pursue wie 
obtain, we ore satiated; we desire something da^ 
and b^tti « aew piusuit. 

If be had prooeeded in bis proje(^ and fixed his 
ludiltatioa in Ae most delightful part of &e new 
wcMid, it may be doubted, whether his distance 
&om Ibe vanities -of Ufb, vrevM have enabled him 
to keep away Ibe vea:aiions. It is oommon for a 
man, who feels pain, to ^ncy that be could bear 
it better in any other part Cowtey having known 
tbe troubles and perplexities of a particular condi- 
tkn, readHy persuaded hunsdf t^t nothing worse 
was to be foimd, mid that eveiy alteraticn would 
bring some improvement ; he <neVer suspected that 
tbe caused bis 'unbappiness was within, that his 
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own paaaiont were not auffidently r^ulated, and 
that he wu harassed hj his own impatience, whidi 
oould never he without aoinethibg to awaken i^ 
would accompany him over the sea, and find ita 
way to his American elysium. He woaId« upon 
the bial, have heen soon coDvinced, that the foun- 
tain of content must spring up in the mind ; and 
that he who has so little knowledge of humui ni^ 
ture» as to seek happiness by changing any thing 
but his own dispositions, will waste his U& in fnaU 
less efibrts, and multiply the grieft which he pur- 
poses to remoTfc 
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.0 qui perpelua fnuntbtm. raiiow gubtrnof, 

Terrarutn acHque tator!^ ■■ 

Di^ke terram nrbiJai S; pcmdera moUt, 

AtqitiuotpUiidoreitUca! Tk namujwi tenwkng, 

Ta rtquie* tranquiila jau, . Te cfraere, fiaia, , 

Prindiniim, neetor, dux, temila, termmut, idem,— —MOBiiiiva. 

0.tb<m wlutc'pcnt'er o'ei nitmiig woddi preiKlefl, . 
Wboee voice created, and whiwe wiadom guidea. 
On darkling man in pure efililgence shine. 
And cheer the dooded mind with light divine. 
"Tis thine alone to cahn the pioiu bieast 
With lilent confidence and holy icat : 
From thee, great God, we spring, to thse we lend, 
I^th, motive, guide, olginal, and end. 

The lore of Retirement has, in all ages, adhered 
closely to those minds, which hare been most en- 
larged by knowledge, or elevated by genius. Those 
who enjoyed every thing generally supposed to con- 
fer happiness, have been forced to seek it in the 
shades of privacy. Though they possessed both 
power and riches, and were, therefore, surrounded 
by men who considered it as their chief interest to 
remove from them every thing that might offend 
their ease, or interrupt their pleasure, they have 
soon felt the languors of satiety, and found them~ 
sdves unable to pursue the race of life without fre- 
quent respirations of intermediate solitude. 

To produce this disposition, nothing appears re- 
quisite but qi^ick sensibility, and active imagina- 
tion ; for, though not devoted to virtue, or science, 
the man, wh6se faculties enable him to make ready 
S 
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oompiriBoiu of the ^esnit with the put, will Bnd 
such a constant recurrence of the sune [deatnret 
and trouUes, the ume expectations and dinppo&it- 
jneDtSf that he will ^iadly snatch an hour of retreat; 
to let his thoughts expatiate at large, and seek for 
that variety in his own ideas, whidi the otgects of 
«nue cannot aflford him. 

Not will greatness, at abundance^ exempt him 
from the importunities of this desire, sino^ if he b 
born to think, he cuinot restrain himself from a 
thousand inquiries and speculations, which he must 
pursue by his own reason, and which the splendour 
of fais condition can only binder : for those who are 
most exalted above dependence «- OMitRd, are yet 
oondemned to pay so large a tribute of their, time 
to custom, ceremony, and popularity, that, aoond- 
mg to the Greek proverb, no man in the house is 
more a slave than the muter. 

When a king asked Euclid, the matbemfttwian, 
wbethn he could hot explain bis art to him in a 
more compendious manner ? be wasanswn^, That 
there was no royal way to geometry. Other things 
may he seized by might, or purchased with money, 
but knowledge is to be gained only by study, and 
study to be proseeuted' only in retirement. 

These are some at the motives which have had 
power to sequester kings and heroes from tiie crowds 
that soothed them with flatteries, or inspirited them 
with acclamations ; but tbeir efficacy seems confined 
to the higher mind, and to operate little upon the 
common classes of mankind, ta> whose conceptions 
the present assemblage of thin^ is adequate, and 
who seldom range beyond those entertainmaits and 
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vexataons, wfafch solicit thrir ■tteotioti bf pnning 
cm their semes. 

But tbne is an nniTerul reason fiv aome statei 
inteiTBlS'of sotitode, iriath the imtttutions of the 
church call upon me now eapedalljr to mention ; a 
Ipason which extends as wide as mani duty, or the 
hopes of divine favour in a fittare state ; and whid 
ought to influence afi ranks of IHe, and all degrees 
of intelleiit; sinoe none can ima^^ne thenndves not 
oomprehended in its obligation; but such as deter. 
mixte to act their Maker at deBuiee fay obstinate 
WM^ndnesi, or whose «ithunastio security of his 
appn^tion places them above extemid ordinances, 
and all human means of improvement. 

Ibe great task of him who conducts his life by 
the prec^ts c^ religion, is to make the future pre- 
draoinate over the present, to impress upon his mind 
so strong a smse of the importance of obedienee to 
the £raie will, of the value of the reward promised 
to viitnt^ and tim terrors of the punishment de- 
Boanced against orimes, as may overbear all the 
temptations whidi temped ht^ or fear can bring 
in liis way, and aiidile him to bid equal defiance to 
joy and aorrow, bo turn away at one time from the 
allurements of ambition, and push fiffward at ano- 
ther against the threats of jtaluHfy. 

It is not witfaiwt Teaaoa that llie apostle re^e- 
senta our passage tfa»mi^ this stage a( our exist- 
CDoe by ^n^es druen &aai tM alanns and solid- 
t«de of a nnlitaiy life ; fix- we are placed in such a 
states Aat alnuet cvny thing i^ut as oonsfnves . 
gainst our cfaief intenst. We aae in duiger from 
whatever can get poisesiion of mr thoughts; all 
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tint cm CKdte in vt mther pain or filwaurt^ faai a 
tendencjr to obilraot tlie way that leads to happinim^ 
and either to tura iu aude, or retard our pragreH. 

Our MiMea, our 4>petitefl, and our pauiaiu, am 
our kwfid and iaitlifiil guides, in nxirt thisgi that 
relate soMy to this lUie; and, therefore, by the 
heutiy neoeiuty of ammldng diem, we gradually 
tink into an implicit submuaion, and habitual ooa> 
fidenccL Every aet of ccMnpliance with their mo* 
teona facilitates a second oomidiaDce, enry new 
step towards de^avtty is made with less rductanoe 
than the former, and thus the descent to life aaerdy 
senauid is perpetually accelerated. 

The senses hare not only dwt advantage over 
oonsdence> which things necessary must always 
have over things chosen, but they have likewise a 
kind of prescription in their ftvour. We feared 
pain mudi «a];Uer Aan we apprehended guilt, and 
wece delighted inth the sensatiims o£ [deesui^ be- 
fore we had capacities to he charmed with the 
bean^ of rectitude. To this powo*, thus early e»* 
tablisbed, and incesmutly increasing, it most be re> 
monbeeed that almost every man hao, in snnc part 
of his life, added new strength 1^ a voluntary or 
nqrligent aiAgection of faims^f; for who is there 
that has not instipited his appetites by indulgooce, 
or snl&red them, by an nnrensting neuti'ality, to en- 
laege their dominion, and multi^y their dnnands ? 

From tiie necessiQr of dispossessii^ the senntive 
femhaes of4he inflooiQe wbieh they must naturally 
gain 1^ tins pre-ooeupition of the soul, arises that 
Donfliot between oppodte denies in the Brst «idea- 
Tours after a religious life ; whidi, however enthu- 
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^asdcally itmayhave been described, or. howerer 
contemptuously ridiculed, will natarally be felt in 
some degree, though varied without end, by diffe- 
rent tempers of mind, and innumeraUe circum< 
stances of health or condition, greater or less fer- 
vour, more or fewer temptations to relapse. 

From the perpetual necessi^ of consulting the 
animal faculties, in our provisicui for the present 
Ufe, arises the difficulty of withstanding their im- 
pulses, even in cases where they ought to be of no 
weight ; for the motions of sense are instantaneous, 
its otgects strike unsought, we are accustomed to 
follow its directions, and thnefbre often submit to 
the senteifce without examining the authority of 
the judge 

Thus it appears, upon a philosophical estimate, 
that, supposing the mind, at any certain time, in 
an equipdse between the [Measures of this life, and 
the hopes of futurity, present olgects felling more ' 
frequently into the scale, would in time preponde- 
rate, and that our regard for an invisible state would 
grow every moment weaker, till at last it would lose 
all its activity, and become absidutely without e£. 
feet. 

To prevent this dreadful even^ the balance is put 
into our own han^ and we have power to transfer 
the wdght to either side. The motives to a life of 
holiness are infinite, not less than the fevour or an- 
ger of Omnipotence, not less than eternity of hap- 
piness or misery. But these can only influence our 
conduct as they gain our attention, which the bu- 
sdness or diversions of the world are always calling 
off by contrary attractions. 
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Tlie great art therefwe of pletjr* and the end fot 
which all the rites of rdigicm seem to be instituted, 
U the perpetual renovation of the motives to virtue, 
hy a voluntary employment of our mind in the con- 
templation of its excellence, its importance, and its 
necessity, which, in proportion as they are more fiie- 
quently and more willingly revolved, gain a more 
fiwdUe and pamanent influence, till in time they 
beccnne the reding ideas, the standing principles 
of action, and the test by which- every thing pro; 
posed to the judgment is rejected or approved. , 

To fecilitate this change of onr afiections^ it is 
necessary that we weaken the temptati«Qs of the 
«ii»'ld, t^ retiring at certain seasons from it ; for iti 
inflnmoe, arising only from its ptesence^ is mudi 
lessened when it becomes the object of solitary me- 
ditatitm. A constant residence amidst noise <and 
pleasure, inevitably obliterates the impressions of 
]nety, and a frequent abstraction of ourselves into 
a stat^ whov this life, like the next, c^ieratiea 
only upon the reason, will reinstate retigion in its 
just authority, even without those irradiations from 
above, the hope of which I have no intention, to 
Withdraw from the sincere uid the diligent. 

This is that conquest (^ the world and of our* 
sdves, which has been always considered as tiie per- 
fection f^ human nature ; and this is (mly to be ob- 
tuned by fervent prayer, steady reaolutums, and 
frequent retirement from folly and vanity, from the 
cares of avarice, and the joys of intemperance, from 
the lolling sounds of deceitfril flattery, ■ tiid: the 
tempting ught of prosperous wickedness. 
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-d^ecta, aad habituated to new studies,' has been 
the inquiry of many acute and learned men, whose 
{dj^rrations I shall not either adopt or censure : 
my purpose being to consider the- moral discipline 
of tiie mind, and to promote Uie increase of virtue 
rather than of learning. . ■ 

Thia inquiry seems to httre been neglected for 
want of remembering, that iail action has its origin 
in ibe mind, and that therefore to suffer the thoughts 
to be vitiated, is to poison the fountains of monl> 
lity ; irregular desires will produce licentious prac< 
tices ; what men allow themselves to wish they will 
soon believe, and will be at last incited to execute 
what they please themselves with contriving. 

For this reason the casuists of the Roman church, 
who gain, by confession, great opportunities of 
knowing human nature, have generally ' determined 
that what it is a crime to do, it is a crime to think. 
Since by revolving with pleasure the facility, safety^ 
or advantage of a wicked deed, a man soon begins to 
find his constancy relax, and his detestation soften ; 
the happiness of success glittering before him, with- 
draws, his attention from the atrodousness ot the 
guilt, and acts are at last confidently perpetrated, 
of which the first conception only crept into the 
mind, disguised in pleasing complication^ and' per- 
mitted rather than inyited. 
- No m»n has ever been drawn to crimes by love 
or jealousy, envy or hatred, but he can tell how 
easily he might at first have repelled the tempta- 
tion,:how.readUy his mind would have obeyed a 
odl to any other otgecA, and how weak his passioii 
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has been nfter soqoe camal aToe«tiin. tiU be liM ift> 
c»lled it again to bis heart, and revived the Tiper hf 
too warm a fondnesfl. 

Such, therefi»e, is the importaDoe of keeping rei^ 
SOD a ccwistant guard over imaginatiiH), that we have 
otherwise no security for our own virtue, but may 
CMTupt oat hearts in the moet reduse solitude, wUh 
more pemidoua and tyrannical appetites and wisfan 
^laa the oommerce of the world will generally pro- 
duce ; for we are easily shocked by crimes which ap* 
pear at-once in tfadr full magnitude, but ths gra< 
dual ^owtfa of our own wicJcedness, radeared by in- 
terest, and plated fay all the artifices of self-detidt* 
gives us time to form distinctions in our own &vour, 
and reason by degrees submits to absurdity, u the 
eye is in time acoommodated to darkness. 

In this disease of the soul, it is <^ the utmost im- 
portance to apply remedies at the b^innlng; and 
therefore I sfaidl ei^eavour to shew what thoughts 
are to be rejected or improved, as they regard the 
past, present, or iuture ; in hopes that some may be 
awakened to caution and vi^lance, vHio, perhaps 
indulge Umnsdves in dangerous dreams, so muoh 
the more dangerous, because, hdng yet only dreamy 
they are mnduded innocent 

The recollection of the past is only useful, by 
way of pMvision for the future ; and, tbereftwe, in 
reviewing all occurrences that fall under a reli- 
gious consideration, it is proper that a man stop 
at the first thoughts, to remark bow he was led 
Uiitfaer, and why he continues the reflection. If 
be is dwelling with delight uptm a stratagem of 
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JBUOoessfhl fraud, a night of licentious riot, or an 
intrigue of guilty pleasure, let him summon off his 
imagination as irom an unlawful pursuit, expel 
those passages from his rememtoince, of which, 
though he cannot smouslj approve them, the plea- 
sure overpowers the guilt, and refer them to a 
fiiture hour, when they may be oonndcred with 
greater safety. Such an hour will oertmnly ocmie ; 
for the impressions of past pleasure are always les- 
sening, but the sense of guilt, which respects futu- 
ri^, continues the same. 

The serious and impartial retrMpect of our ocm- 
duct, is indisputably necessary to the confirmatiMi 
or recoveiy of virtue, and is, therefore, recom- 
mended under the name Of self-examination, by 
divines, as the &:st act previous to repentance. It 
is, indeed, of so great ub^ that witlimiit it we should 
alwt^s be to heffn life, be seduced for ever by the 
same allurements, and misled by Uie same falhu- 
des. But in order that we mi^ not lose tfae ad- 
vantage of our experience, we must endeavour to 
see every thing in its proper fonn, and eacnte in 
ourselves those sentiments, which the great ^A^bet. 
of nature has decreed the concomitaistsii^ ftdl^nr- 
ers of good and bad actions. • : > j 

n» wnfi&i) ; ij y i(i|a ; ri ftti }«► b» iroHrtn ; 
'Af^iifutl^ ¥ wr* r^rnt iirijA' m) fimiruTtt, 

' Let not deep, u;b Pythagoras, &U upon tli j eyea till thon luat thrice 
' terie w ed die tnniadicHii ot Qte put dsy. Where have I tanied arids , 
' ftwi Kctitiide? What hare I been doing? What have I leftun- 
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VdoQ^ wUeh iMiglhtflolnfvedvnvA'iaigiB dmfttvi the^nt aot, 
'snd proceed; and in coodhia^p, ^tthe ilLwliich ^thou hat^ done be 
'. troubled, and rejoice for the good.' 

Oar thoughts on pi«sent things being determin- 
ed foj the objects before Us, Ml not under those in- 
dtolgences. or excurtlons, which I am now consi- 
dering. Bat I cannot fbrbesr, under this head, to 
oaDtkm pious and tender minds^ that are disturbed 
hy thcf irmptions of widted innginatittis, against 
too great dejection; and too anxious alarms ; for 
thoughts are only criminal, when they are first cito- 
sen, and then vc^untarily continued. 

EtU isto ihe mind of G«d oc DMB 
May come and go, so un^prov'd and lexte 
' No spot or stain behind.~>^Mii.TON. 

In faturity chiefly are the uaarea lodged, by whit^ 
tbe.im^inatiou is entangled. Futurity is the pro- 
peC'^bode of bopeand fear, wiUi aU their tram and 
paagesj) of «ubordina6e apprefaemions Kid deures. 
fo futurity events and chances are yet floating at 
la^^ without appamit cmmexron with their causes, 
and vre therefore easily indulge the liberty of grati- 
fying ourselTes with a pleasing choice. To pit^ and 
cull among possible advantages is, as the civil law 
terms it, in vacuum venire, to take what belongs to 
nobody ; but it has this hazard in it, that we shall be 
unwilling to quit what we have seized, though an 
owner should be found. It is easy to think on that 
which may be gained, till at last we resolve to gain 
it, and to image the happiness of particular condi- 
tions, till we can be easy in no other. We ought; at 
least,'to let our desires fix upon nothing in amrther's 
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power for the sake of our quiet, or in another's pos- 
session for the sake of our innocence. When a man 
finds himself led, though hy a train of honest senti- 
ments, to wish for that to which he has no right, 
he should start back as fiom a pit&l cov»ed with 
flowers. He ^at Andes be should benefit the pub- 
lic more in a great station than the man that fills it, 
will in time imagine it an act of virtue to supplant 
him ; and as oppoution readily kindles into hatred, 
his eagerness to do that good, to which he is not 
called, will betray him to crimes, which in his ori- 
ginal scheme were never^proposed. . 

He therefore that would govern his actions by 
the laws of virtue, must regulate his thoughts l^ 
those of reason ; he must keep guilt from the re- 
cesses of bis heart, and remember that the pleasures 
of fancy, and the emotions of desire, are more dan- 
gerous as they are more hidd»i, since they escape 
the awe of observation, and operate equally in eveiy 
ntuation. witiiout the ccmcurrence of external op- 
portunities. 
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QmoJ mittte vtlit, nilulgiu Malw>— •Hakt. 

Chuie what yon sre ; no Otha itate pre&r.— iLnuntoir. 

It is justly remarked by Horace, that bowaoevet 
every man may complain occasitmally of the 
hardships (^ his condition, he is sddom wiUihg to 
diange it for any other on the samt level : &t whe- 
ther it be that be, who follows an employment, made 
choice of it at first on account of its suitaUeness to 
his inclination ; or that when accident, or the deter- 
mination of others, have pbwed faim in a pBrdcuhtf 
station, be, by endeavouring to reconcile himself to 
it, gets the custom of viewing it only tm the fiurest 
tide; or whether every man thinks that class to 
which he belongs the most illuBtrious. merely be* 
cause be has honoured it with bis name ; it is cev* 
tain that, whatever he the reason, most men have a 
very strong and active prejudice in favour of tbdr 
own vocation, always working upon their minds, 
and influencing their behaviour. 

This partiality is sufficiently visible in every k-ank 
of the human species; but it exerts itself more fl<e- 
<LUently and with greater force among th<we who 
have never leained to conceal their sentiments for 
reasons of policy, or to model their expressions by 
the laws of poUtenass ; and therefore the diief con- 
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tests c£ wit among artificers and handicraftsmen 
arise from a mutual endeavour to exalt one trade ■ 
hy depreciating another. 

From the same principles are derived many con- 
solations to alleviate the inconveniences to which 
every calling is peculiarly' exposed. A blacksmith 
was lately pleasing himself at his anvil, with observ- 
ing that though his trade was hot and sooty, labo- 
rious and unhealthy, yet he had the honour of liv- 
ing by his hammer, he got his bread like a man, 
and if his son should rise in the world, and keep 
bia coach, nobody could reproach him that his &- 
tfaer was a tailor. , 

, A man,; truly sealouB for his fraternity, is never 
so irresistibly flattered, as when smne rival catling 
}B mentioned with contempt Upon this prindple a 
linen-draper boasted that be had got a new custo* 
mer, whom he could safely trust, for he could have 
no doubt of his honesty, since it was known, from 
unquestionable authority,' that he was now filing a 
bill in chancery to delay payment for the clothes 
which he had yr<mi the last seven years; ahd he 
himself had heard him declare, id a public coffee- 
bouse, that he looked upon the whole generation 
of woollen-drapere to be such despicable wretches 
fbat no gentle^lan ought to pay them. 

It has been observed that phydcians and \&yiryen 
are no friends to religion ; and many conjectures 
have been formed to discover the reason of such a 
combination between men who agree in nothing 
else, and who seem less to be affected, in their own 
provinces, by reli^ous opinions, than any other part 
of the community. The truth i^ very &w of ^em 
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have thougfat about religion ; but tbey bave all seen 
a parson ; seen him in a baUt different fixun tbeir 
• own, and therefore declared war against bim. A 
young student from the inns of court, who hM 
often attacked the curate of his fathei's paHsb witii 
«uch arguments as his acquaintances could fumisb, 
and returned to town without suocesat is now gooe 
down with a resolution to destroy bim ; fiir he hat 
levned at last bow to manage a prig, and if he pre> 
tends to hold him again to syllogism, he has a catdi 
in reserre, which ndther logic nor meti^hyud 
can resist 

I laitfdi to ttiinV how TOUT "w^fiVf^ CiUo 
wan locA agfaast, when uofbrewen deatmction 
nntn ia npon him thai. 

The malignity of spldiers and sailors against each 
otbarhas been often experienced at the cost of thdr 
country : and, perhaps* no orders of men have an 
enoQ^. of more acrimony, or longer ccHiUnuance. 
W^hen, upon our late successes at sea, some new 
,, Regulations were concerted for establishing the rank 
o£ the. paval commanders, a captain of foot very 
„«fiut^ remarked, that nothing was more absurd 
^j^baii tQ give imy honorary rewards to seamen, " for 
** honour," . aaya he," ought cmly to be. won by bra- 
.^^,;'V^t. aod all the world knows that in a sea-fight 
. .". tb^reis no danger, and therefore no evidence of 
,*',i.courage." 

, But.althougb this,. general deure of aggrandizing 
Ibenualvefl, by.xaiung .their profession, betrays men 
.to a, titousapd ridiculous and miscbierous acts of 
auH^itd^oa and detraction, yet as almost all pa*- 
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■skMid bave their gdod as well us bad efibots, it li^ 
'Wise ^xdteS' ingenuity, and scHoeUtnes raises an ho- 
4iest<And usefUl eiAUlation of diligence. It may be 
'^I'setVed id g^eral, tbat no toule had evw reached 
^HeeiceHSncfe t» wbieh it is now improTed, had its 
.pH)fes9cvs looked upon it with the eyes of indi£fe- 
'4«nt sp^tatort ', the advanceSi from the first rude 
essays, must havi beeft made l^ men who Talued 
^toiisfelves fbr [JMfefrm^nGes, for which scarce any 
^>ther would he persuaded to esteem them. 

It U pleasing to cohtemplEfte a manufacture rising 
gradually from its first mean state by the successive 
labours of innumerable minds; to consider the first 
hollow trunk of an oak, in which, perhaps, the shep- 
herd could scar<te venture to cross a brook swelled 
with a shower, enlarged at last into a ship of war, 
ettacking fortresses, terrifying' naticMis, setting 
Morms and billows at d^ance, and visiting the re- 
motest parts of the globe. AikI it might contribute 
to dispose us to a kinder regard fbr the labours a{ 
one another, if we were to ctmsider from what un- 
Jnvmising beginnings the most usefut produ^om 
of art have probably arisen. Who, w^en be saw 
the first sand or a^es, by a casual intensenen of 
lleat, mdted into a metitlline form, rugged with 
excrescences, and douded with impurities, would 
have imagined, thatin this shapeless lump lay^oon'- 
cealed so many conveniences of lifb, as wouM in 
time constitute a great part of the happiness of the 
w<N4d ? Yet by some such fortuitous liqu&foetion was 
tnanlund taught to procure a body at once in a high 
diegree scAiA and transparent, which mi^t admit 
the light of the sun, and exclude the violence, of 
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tite wind ; i^bidi might extend the aigfat ef the pltt> 
loso^w to new nnges <rf'exiatwce, «ul,4dium him 
ai 9Be time witb the fmbouDded ractcot of.tbe mfr 
teiU ereatKst, end. at anoUm w^ the endleM sub- 
ordinatim of animal life ; and, what U yet of nwte 
importance, might 8up[dy the decays of natan^ and 
succour old age with subodiaiy flight Tfaua was 
the first artidoa in glass cfsapk^vd* though witb< 
ovA bis own knowledge or expectation. He wm 
ftdlitatii^f and prolon^g the enjoyment of lights 
enluging the avenues of sdence, and conferring 
the h^^est and most lasting pleasures ; he was en- 
abling the student to contemplate nature, and the 
beau^ to behold hraself. 

This passion for the honour of a profesnon, like 
that for the grandeur of our own country, is to be 
regulated, not oEtinguished. Kvoy man, fnxa tiie 
bighfstto the lowest station, ought to warm his 
heart, and animate his endeaTOurs with the hopei 
af being useful to the world, by advancing the art 
which it is . his lot to exaeoM, and &r that end he 
must .neeassarily consider the whole extent of its 
apfiltcatioa, and tbe whoie weight of its import- 
anee. Btit let him not too readUy imagine that 
a^ather.ifi ill employed, because fyc want of fuUa 
knowledge of his bunness, he is not aUe to com- 
prehend ita dignity. E^ry man ought to ende»< 
i^or at eminence,. not by pulling others down, but 
by Tuung himself, and enjoy the pleasure of his 
own.'Uipenori;ty> whetbn imaginary or real, with- ' 
ont intemiptiikg others in the same felicity. The 
I^ulosc^bet may very justly be driigbted with the 
extrat of his views, and the artificer with the readi- 
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nets of hn hands; but let the oneremembov tlnt» 
without mechanical performuieet, refined iqieculA- 
tioD is an empty dreiUD^ and the c^tMt, that, Vitb- 
out theoretical retuoDing, dextority it Mtlle more 
than X bniteinstinet 



No. 10. SATDRDAY, APRIL 81, 1769. 

i'ofMaW taiM» iiloram M«a Mria faiA.-'— •nma. 
For bifling iporti I quitted gimve aOin. 

Ths number of coirespondoitB which incnwes 
every day upon me. shews that my papa* is at 
least distinguished from the common productions 
of the press. It is no kss a pnoof of emioenve to 
have many enemies ihm many iriepd^.and X k>ok 
tijpon every letter, whether .it contiQQS eqcoi^uims 
or r^proadies, as an equal attestation of fiNi^,f!re- 
dit The only pain^ which I can feel fromQ^ por- 
jeifou^B/B^, is the fear <^ di«gueting Uioee, whose 
letters. I. shall neglect; and therefore I take this op- 
portunity of reminding them, that in disappronng 
tfanr attempts, whenever it ..may hai^on, I only- re- 
turn the treatment, which I often r^vfc Beside^ 
many particular motives infliienoe a writer, known 
only to himself, or his private friends ; and it may 
be justly concluded, that not all letters wbitdi are 
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pottptxled are r^ectod, nor all tinfe ae rqeeteA 
critk^y condrauiail. 

&TiDg th«s eased my beatt erf the <m\y a|>pre> 
■tension that aat.heavy on it, I can pleaie myaetf 
with the candour of Benevolm, who Hiooaaagea 
me to proceed, without anldng under the anger of 
Flirtilla, who quarrels with me for being old and 
ugly, and for wanting botii actiTity of body, and 
sprightliness of mind ; feeds her monkey with my 
lucubrations, and refuses any recondliation till I 
have appeared in Tindicatim of masquerades. That 
she may not however iowpiie me without support 
and left to rest wholly upcm my own fortitude^ I 
shall DOW puUish some lettns which I have re. 
ceived from men as well dressed, and as hmdaoine^ 
as her favourite ; and others firom ladies, whom I 
sincerely believe as young, as rich, as gay, as 
pretty^ as ftshionable, and as Aften toasted and 
-treated as hflnelf. 

'■■* A SET of candid readers- send then- respects to 
^' the Rambler. 'and a<^noWledge his merit in so 
•f well beginning & Work that may be of paUk 
*■ boi^t But. ftuperitH- as his genius ii to tiie im- 

-*' pertlii^ees tf a trifiBng age, they ' cannot help a 
<* 'tmh ^t< he would oonrdesoend to the weakness 
" of minds sefiened by perpetual amuseibent^ anid 
** now and then throw in, ^ce i^ predecessors, 
" some papers of a gay and humorous' torn. Too 
'* &ir a field nOw lies open, vrftfa too ^entiftil a 
" harvest of fofiies ! let the cheerful Thalia put in 
" her sickle, and, sin^ng at bet woric, deck ber 
" htAe with red and blue " 
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^A'x^Asir KtkSk her compUmenti to thb HamMer 
••aDd detires to know by what other name 
n^^he.toay direot to hhn ; what are his set of friends* 
^bia amuM^oits ; what his way of thinking, with 
f* i^eyd to the living world, and its ways ; in 
^Aett, whether he is a person now alive, and 
"in town? If be be, she will do hersdf the ho- 
^noni'-to write .to him pret^ often, and hopes, 
** ftom time to time, to be the better for his ad- 
** vice and aMmadverBions ; for his animadversions 
** on her iie^hbours at least. But, if he is a mere 
" tanyinr, and troubles not himsdf with the man- 
** MR of die age, she is wny to tell him, that even 
** the genius and oorrectness of an Addison will 
"^oot secure him from neglect." 

No man is so much abstracted from common 
lil^ as not to £eel a particular pleasure from the 
rq;ard c^ the female world ; the candid writers of 
the first UUet will not be <^bnded that my baste 
tosdtiafy a'lady has hurried theik' address too soon 
ORt ofmy mind, andUnt I refer them for a reply' 
tosaqu'future paper, in order to tell this curious' 
iaquinr after my other name, the answer of a 
phjfanvpker to a mui, who tneeting hini' !n the 
stimt, deriivd toaee i^hat be carried uhder bis 
clMk; *.I carry it there," says he, « that you may 
not see it" Bnt, though she is nerer to know my 
nvaci Ae m^ often see toy bee; Art am of her 
opti^pa^.tliat a dhimal writer ou^ to view the 
world, and that be who n^lects bis conteibpbriiries, 
m^.be, with jiutice, tiegleeted by them. 
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" Ladt Backet ami* compUmeiitft to Abe Baku 
*' bler^ aq4. lets bim know 4be ibalL bvNfcaadt M 
" her bpuscj every SumUy. the mnnndei of the 
" seaspq. yvli^« be iriU be sure of ipeMing i^lhK 
" good focQpany in town. By- this means the h ^ai 
" to see his pap^v int^spened witb tiviag ctemv 
" ters. sue longs to see the torch of truth i»roduced 
" at an f^sembly, apd to sdioJire, thechonning U»- 
** tre it will throw on the jeveU, com^owKUk ftti 
** behaviourofevay dear.eretture. thine.*) 

It is 8 cule with me to receive ^njtaS&K widi 
the ssme eiviiity m it is made; aod, AeM&Mb 
though Lady lUcket may have had 'aome m«m t» 
giwss, that I ftddom frequent card-tablea m> Bun* 
daya, I shall not insist upon an exoeptiiKi, wbidi 
Vaif to ^r appear of so little force. My buBinaai 
h«8 b«fQ to view, as opportunity was ofSexvA, every 
pUoe in which mankind was to be seen ; but at card* 
tables, however brilliant, I have almys thought 
my visit lost, for I ooi^d know nothing itf the oiKn* 
pany, hut their dotbea and their faces. I anr. their 
looks clouded at the bejpnning of ev«ry.gane.«iA 
an uniform solicitude, now and then in its {nagreaa 
varied with a short tnumpb« at on» time^wiinkled 
with cunnings at another .deadened wUh dasyottd' 
«ncyt or by aecidoit, flttshed wUhragit atthenW 
skilful or unlucky play of a partiier.^ From audi 
assemblies, in whatever humour I hi^>pened to CIW 
ter them, I was quickly fbcced to retiee; tbey w«e 
too toifling foe m^, when I waa gnv^ and too doll, 
when 1 was cboerfuL ^ 

Yet I cannot but value myadf ispon thii tokai' 
of i^CS"'*^ ^^^°°^ * ^y *^ i* 1^ afiaid to stand 
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bflfiire the tonh of truth. Let lier no^ however. 
ooniult her curiosi^ more than her pnidenee ; but 
reflect a moment on the fate of Seraele» who might 
hmv9 lived the fiivourite of Jupiter^ if she could 
have been coDtent without' his tfaundn. It is dan- 
gerous £or mortal beauty, or temstrial virtue, to 
be«zaiDiiied t^ too strong a Bgfat l%e torch of 
tooth sbovrsmuob that we cannot, and all thatvre 
TOpuld iiat4n& In a fine dimmed vriA smiley it 
has often AsoovHcd matevolenee and' envy, and 
detected under jewds and brocade, the irightful 
Afma of poverty and distress. A flne band i^cards 
have cbuiged before it into a thousand'^icoties of 
acknea^ misery, and vexation ; and immense suma 
of money, . while the winner counted them^ with 
transport, have at the first glimpse ,of this umrri* 
come lustre vuiished from befiH« him. If her hu 
dyship therefore designs to continile bar «8«en^d|y, 
I would advise her to shun such dangerous exp** 
Timoitsi to satisfy hoadf with common appeap- 
awesand to light up her ^lartmients rather with 
nqrctle than tiie ttwdi of trudu 

,-.:,■- :."' ■■II. :: 

** A.vosun) young man' sraids hi* service to A« 
« author of theHamUo-, and will be vny tnttlng 
"to aasist.'himin 'his wodc, but. is sadly a^idi 
^ of beang diieonraged lyjr hsviDgi his first «M 
?. ji^ Mjeeted ; a disgrace te tias woefully n^ . 
" iiiBDced in ef<ety o&rJte had juadeiof it to everf 
"incur. wnter efevngnnewFKpcr; bot'heoomfbiw 
" himsdf by thanking, without vuaty, that this 
** im been frem a peoriiar (avmx <xS tb& mses, 
**. sriio saved his .po^mance. fiom beiag bttriwl' 
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*'>4b trad), and nsorred it to appear with lutn 
«• in the RamUer." 

I on «quillj a fiiend to modesty and entei^ 
prize ; aifd tbavfore shall Uiink it an honoar to 
oonwpond with a young man who poneiKs both 
in 80 eimnont a d^ree. Youth i^ indeed, the 
tame in whidi these quahties ought cYmSy bvbe 
&und; modes^ suits wdl with inexpeeience, and 
enterprive with health and Tigour, and an eittai. 
nve pnMpeot of life. One of my predeoesson h» 
justly obaenred, that, theiq^ modesty has an aad- 
able mod winning appearance, it ought not tb hittM 
der the exertion of the mdve powers, hot that a 
mm should show under his blushes a latent rcso- 
latico. This point of perfection, niee as it is, my 
eonespondent seems to have attaiaed. That hei' 
is modest his own dedaration may eVinoe; andt I 
tbink,^ the latent resolution may be disoararad ia 
hia letter by an acute observer. I will advise hto, 
siaoe he so.well • deserra my ^precepts, not to be 
cUscoutaged though the Rambler should prdve 
equally envious, or tastelen, with the rest <^ this 
ftatemity.- If. bwl paper is refused, the pmsas of 
KnglilBd aco jopan, let him tiy the judgmest of 
the, ptdilic. If, as it has aomatimes faa}q>med hk 
geacnd .icomiinatiou: agunst. BOMtit, be eahnot 
powade tbe'-4rorldit0'buy-las':wmrlu, hamaypK- 
seat.them Tta iiiiiMffiendB ; and. if Ma fliends are 
seised; witii Aa . qiidaaniaal ia&toiation, and can- 
not lindtis.gflniss,nr)wiftjiKit oomIms it^'Iet him' 
thah.anAn , hisi.-caaiic M rpiMilaiiIji , and rGMm>Ms 
hdKMra fi«<a.wsar age. .iu\;.«>r ■■.■^ ii-.'..>'.. . 
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T-tX^W^Mflje I dupuMjed wme of ,wy conf*«N^ 
.d«D|a| ia tUe ,un^. manner, widi lav vprd%cfBi4 
4IPD«nil drUity. But to F^rtiUa, tbe gv^ FUrtiUa^ 
wJl^shpUJ reply? Unable m 1 ai« to fly, at her 
j flnm w ff*! . <iWt Umd and iew,.9r to sm^ly ber 
SfQTQ. 'w^Jt to.,w^ vitb the Su^iattt.fiS F«ri(b -iw 
tl)e,iptngM« fif Ma^d, I.am^^ Q<i»,.viMi)l8 to 
inmr.M.iiii^>^duii)e«M^^ and wHilA ssr%«^ 
^f^n.Affm if^ mookor on a^ reaaowi^ .t^ni^ 
;^ Hr )iat prqpitjnlvn), thax&a9». may I atont 1^ 
{ny,j^)rfner granty, and open, without t^«inl»Ungi 
t^ £itore letters of thia ^irigbtly p^fecutw ? To 
mite.in defence- of mas^eEades. ii oq aasy-taak; 
jAt aomethii^. difficult and daring may vrell be «&< 
qwflied^ OB .the priee of so impwtaDt an ai^rc^M* 
t^oD. , L tfaerefboe ., consulted, in th^ great .emoh 
gpncgr, a man of high reputation in gay Hf^ iriu> 
haidng added, to hu otiier aocffiaf liahmmtt.- na 
Vi^an profidency, in. the minute, plulosophyt -after 
4|||i9.fiftb peiusal of her letter, btohe out nritb lap* 
ture in^these ^wwds: ^ And can yoii,..Mr Iba^ 

* bier, stand out against this dharanng creattue? 

* I^ her know, at least, that from this mcHBCBt 
' Nigrinus devotes his life and lus labours to her 
' seryice. Is there any stubborn {mjudtoe of edu- 

* flatioo, that stands between thee aind Uie matt 

* amiable of mukind ? EebcM FlutiUa. at thy 
' ftet. a man grown gray in the study of tboae 

* noUe arts by wiaA ri^ and wiong may fa> 
' oonfounded ; by wfaidi naioa may be blinded, 

* when we fasTe a mind to escape froin her ia- 

* speeliiiti ; and eupoBe and sfpstite instated ia 

* imo(HitiQuled canamand, an4 boandleM doni' 
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* irion ! Sndi a casuist may surely engage, with 
■ certaUity of success in Tindicstion of an enter- 
' tuotHKnt; wfiidi in an instant gives ^nfideiiee 

* to'flie titncmHis, and kindles ardour In the cold ; 

* an entertainment where the vigilance of jealousy 
' has ' so often been eluded, and the virgin is set 
' ii«e &om<he necessity of languishing in alienee; 

* whew tlfi the outworks of chastity are at once 

* Annolhfaed; where the heart is hdd open widii 

* out a Uuah >. where bashfulness may survive tin 

* tue, and no wish is crushed under the frown of 
' modesty. Far weaker influence than Flvtilla's 

* might gain oVer an advocate for sudi amuse- 

* ments. It was declared by Pompey, that if th« 
' oommonwealtii was viokted, be oould stamp wHk 
' his foot, and raise an army out of the ground ; if 

* the rights ai pleasure are again invaded, kt but 

* FttrHUa crack her fan, ndther pens, nw swordi; 
' shall be Wanting at the summMis ; the wit and 
*■ the cdond «hali mardi out at her command, and 

* n^b^laW nor reascm fihall stand befbn us.' 



: • l>Hi>ll( .i J :ij- 
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'■ 'N6.li. ^UEfeDAY, APRIL 24, 1750. 

' tf(m< SfM^mMri; Hon adytU quaHl 

^on IMer as^, luptacitif , 

Sic geminant Cojyhantes ara, 
THttB^Ktira. — ■ hob,- 

y«f Q I lafBfmlw^ noi ti^ g(4 of mpfc 
Not Pythian Fhq£})us ftom bis inmost Bhrine, 
Nor Dhidymene, nor ker priests possest, 
.':.-: ';l^*iiiklk«tfiNHnaiBg(7niHaisibidceltw breast 

l^jetK O^toim wbich.Fenapder of Coriatb, oi^ of tii« 
^yen ^^% pf Greece. Ipft ?s a memorial of bi» 
^9wlec|ge ettd benevolenqe iwa xf^" -e*^'. jBfe iw*' 
ter of thjf. Q,vg&: ^e considered nDg^ «9 .(b« 
great disturber of human life» the cliuef enemy Ivftb 
of public happiness and private trangiaillity, aa^ 
thought that he could not lay on pQ^rity . » 
stronger obligation to reverence Ifis. xasfopxyf 
Uun by leaving them a salutary caution agfinst 
this outrageous passion. 

To what latitude Feriander might extend the. 
word, the brevity of, his precept will, scarce allow 
us to coDJecture. From anger, in its full import 
protracted into malevolence, and exerted in re- 
venge, arise, iodeedi many of the Etvils to which 
tUe life of man is exposed. By foger opentiitg 
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upon pcMmr are prodaoed Uie subnrum of (ntie% 
the d«8olal&Hi o( ocMHitries» ihe maaivere of na> 
tioni, and all Ukdie dre94Cut «nd aatoniyhing oal** 
mkics whioh. fill tha hutories of the. worH, and 
which could not be. lead rt an^.duitant point of 
time, when the passions stand.netttiali and erary 
motive and priodple is left to it* natural fbroe, 
withcwt same dwbt of the ttat3a oi tho ration, 
did we not aec the sama oausas stiU tendii^ to the 
aame e^Ebcts, and only acting with less vigour ft>r 
want of the same concurrent opportonitiet. 

But this gigantic and enwinous spedes of .an- 
ger fiiUanot properly under the animadrersion of 
a writer, whose chief end is the regulatitm of omu- 
mon lif^ and whose ineeepts are to reoomntend 
tbemselves l^ their gwettal use. Nor Is this essay 
intended to expose the Magical or &tal eflEecta even 
of {ffivate malignity. Thto anger wh&di I pn^)ose 
now for my Bufaject^ ia sneh as makes tboae who 
indulge it more troubkaome than' formidahle^ and 
ranks tbem^ ' rather wilfa hMnets and wasps, than 
with basilidcs and haat. I !Mte, therefore, pr»< 
fisEcd a motto, winch characterises this passioo, 
not so mudi by l£e miaclncf that h caase^ as by 
the noise that it utters, 

Thcte ia in the world a cotaio class of mortal^ 
known, and contentedly known, by the appellation 
a€ passionate men, who imagine^ themselves entided 
fay that distinctton to be provbked on every slight 
oecauen, and to vent their rage in vehement and 
fierce vodfentions. in finious menaces and licen- 
tious reproaches. ' Their rage, indeed, for the most 
put, fames away in outoies of injuiy, and protes- 
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'Ifttionft of.tiwngetfDoe, «nd seUom; {wooeeife to ae< 
iulkl »rtlene6, twriess » 4nwm or linkbogr,iUl»-ioi 
their way : but tbcy interrupt the quiet of tboce 
tiiat 'bnppi^'fio^lie mthiB tfae'reaah'Of thiarick- 
«ioui% Qtwtratrt-tbei^ourse (tf ooaveffMtMn,4iQid 4il- 
topblMp laajo jMMMt rf agcirt]^ " v 

:^ MisA^oflit^iplfcliid-we wnatetimeBi'not witfao»t>. lu- 
;idiH-st«RAng>ipfy wkftitt and brcv tb«itforiw mMt^l- 
«)fiByAtAie«l«d ^utitftiw ttvcmtg^ wfaiott thein ne^4<t 
^^tthfti^ajtp ^itH^ about tbem; might 'justiy i^f- 
jyolw: tbeyv bw«e «Altatn^ a kind of prMcriptwn 
for their M\y, and arc ooosUtersd t^, jttieiv> oomfw- 
Alans «s Atnder b^. pTedomfnant iivBuQUW'tbat-leaves 
jtbeip not nuuHrq of tbeir conduct ot langu^^-w 
Acting widiout consmoHsaesSi and rxidiing into 
mischief with a mist bcfore-.tbeir e)^;'thety vte 
therefore pitied rath«^iM»n <e>wurad, aqd tbdv-sal. 
lies aie^paued over as the involuntai^ blows g£» 
ttwa agitated by the spasms oi*. oonviUswa . 
>v It ia sorely not to be observed without io^igDW- 
^0B^ -Ihat mea may be found <»f jEnindf iwm 
f^oegb to be sati^fd with this 'tFeiatan«nt5:ir4ftflbf> 
who ar? proud to obtain t^iepgpTil^gQj^ f»p44Mj^ 
^lad .oaei gn^tbout shaaK, «nd witfaou^f^gl^iriMi- 
^ider thefwelves as reoeiviogx houHf gHtlfltis ^Rpi 
Uteir flouipaRions,apd)giv9ig tbesivtVHi^fl^fD^ 
IHVtuaitiea of eterciaiQg,'thcar^^ttieSfift «pdj<tf}W|- 
^iai^'lhatrckoMQ^. :.-;.' v.- ;■ ■ •, ''-.-.i ,.i ,,-:'A 
\ PrideisundoQibtc%>tthe<oH^iwlof ^agec4':bvt 
prides like eMery'.,atb«r,pa^ion,r|f<'il««ce ^reahs 
loose from , rea^oPt i oduntAca^- jM^ oun; purposes. 
A passionate mw. < upon ibct mvig>r> <«r, biS' diQ^i ' vr Ml 
hBTe veqrftw gn tiioariww ^,,is4^jtp hj|s;ppde, 
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whett he hat am^ered 4iow >lris. otfMges wefe 
caused, iirhy they werei-bomr, 'MmI hi what th^ 
arelikely ta«nd at last :> ■ ■;;■.'' • ' 

These sudden bunts 'Of 'rsge'gbiMit^Uy:bf«ak-flUt 
apoh sotttt occasions; forH^^JMiS^ as klk, 
cannot supply great evils as fiief««ndyt.u M^e nuto 
^ fire tUnks it fit t* becKpagVd'; >tli4refl)te the 
ftAnfleotiwi upon hit TKAMWe mutt^ sbaw' biiu 
Itet'hfi'la mean enough to be '4riveh 'fcom hb 
fiMtbreTtfiy petty incident, diat^ iii'^i*'io<t« 
^dihte of 'oaBOaltT-, and that' Ms nsaon and nrtue 
«e>4ii tlw povier of tbfr wind. 

- One [Dotive tbeve U <}f these- loud extravaganoieii, 
4iMeh ».man is careful to conoeat Awn o^fln, and 
daes )»t always discover to himself. He that finds 
Ms ^EtMwl^ge narrow, and iiis arguments weab, 
Midliy ooilieqaertce hisvofiVage not much regard- 
'«<lf tsaiJiKMWoteBin hope Af gaining tliiit atcentioti . 
by his ^utitalMt whitfa be iManot otbttff1a&. oMhM, 
-Mig%tt>liSM@d'*itti Kmemhering tba« at least he 
made ^mtmfi^eMi thabtievlMd 4be' p6wer to iU- 
««entojWUiba»'<#liA;»i^oiibM wits<Mifute« andsM- 
«|»cMidti«lte IfefiWMr'tVbM^ he eoold not goidfc ' -f 
"«i<>OfifllltfittirtdlJi|h(»'Alry«i> which many aoen gi«e 
'miy •'titiimg thMr scttMnts' dnd dotnestfcfft tb^ 
''feel'411^ OwnlgnbrahM; they see tfttiriowtt inslg. 
tfflleaiw^ end >tbeiefore' they endeavour, hy their 
liiry, to fright away contempt ^m before tlicm, 
wbetf Hie^f koAw It must fidfew theov behind t and 
tttitfk themselves emim^fty mallen, when th^ 
Bee onet foHf tBtDi4y eemplitid; wl^, only lest re- 
fiual^^er delay shoitid proroke-them to a greater. ' 
V l%ei» ten^itttiaBiBaftindtbiit be.ownedtohave 
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some 'ftrce; It Is to IIMe pkHfcig (b my nriesi 
to sed himself wholly orertooked in the dhm of 
things, that he may be allowed- to try a few «- 
^ients for 'preccfring tome kbid «f tup{Uenental 
AgAtty, end use some ehdeavour to add irrc^b^ 
by the TioleiKte of hts teinper» to the Hghtntn ttf 
htS otfter pbvt^. But thitf fahs now teen long 
practised, atld fouHdj' upon the most exttct Mfe> 
tiitite, tibt 'fo^odfice adrantBges «qaal toitsriinfc 
etinveittonele^ ibr* It appears not i4»t« mto-'oui 
I7 'Uproiir, 'ttitftiiitt' and ' bluster,, alto- aay 'ono^ 
opinion of bis understanding, or' gam influenat^ 
except «*er 'tjibte " whom fovtun*i at nature have 
mMJehis dependants. H« may, by a steady pe«. 
severanoe in^his''ftrocitty, iHght his children,' and 
harass his senrants, hut the rest of the world wil 
lookon and'ltlugb; and he wiH have die>otmitet 
at last of thinking, that he tives cmly to raise cam 
tiempt and'hatred, emotions to which wiadoEiL:aBdl 
virtue would be always unwiUing to' giveoccasaon. 
He has oontrived only to make tlios* foM- Mm, 
i^om every reasontible being is- endearounng l» 
endear by kindness, and must content bianetfiwiA 
the pleasure of « biumph ot)taihed-hy:tKanpUD{^ 
tin them who oould not redst. fie mast psvecim 
that ibe a]^rehension whfob hia preseaoe lorases 
is -not die awe of his virtue, but the dread-ofil^ 
brutality, and that Ik baa g^ven up the fedfeifef dT 
being loved, without gaining the fawiour -of h^ag 
reverenced. ■ . ' 

But this is tM>t the only ill conseqaence .of tfa* 
frequoit indulgence (^ Ibis Uusterii^ passiea. 
whidi ft into, b^ often ttdKi^ to bli auManee* 
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mm DMftfa, tft a ihdH'tim«, to kitrtiae before the 
ramflMhs/ to nwh' upM bloi «^ mUllett -rio^ 
kmo^ «A Mtbout Ofly previous bo^Ofe of its ap- 
proach. He will find himMlfliMble.tD be ifiOaOMd 
M tk» An»'t<w!ti <tf pffivMotioB, Md cnwble to le- 
MlftMi tonntnittic tiU taefaM a fidl flpnrkitifin of 
llMofffliM^ M pMpdvlkHi -IU> ai^br to life onw^ 
(»'«> rsgrutaM it b]r-*piiidMio«Jor by duty. Wbca 
■ BtM bils cWMsttfibred Us ui»4 to bethw vit^ 
flWd^ :|K 'beconm tme^of tlMoMst iMivfiil and nm 
hftppy^btUtgn ' Be>«i»glv«tid«)airity toliiinKlf 
tbtt be «6flil notf IW «te «Mc» itMt¥iim ^iaqaM 
Vf KOmc 6ud(kH 'Qttnlipwt bts dtawBA fHcQd; or 
bpnfc oittt/ tf^ flote« flight iOiitMdiotid*/ istd 
so^ teniis «f nidMe» m can never be pwfaai y 
forgotten. Whoever conv^B^ Wttkbim, ttn* wilk 
the Biu^oon and solidtude of a man that plays 
with a tame tiger, always under a necessity of 
watching the moment in which the capridous sa- 
vage shall begin to growl. 

It is told 1^ Frior, in a panegyric on the Eail 
of Dorset, tlut bis servuts used to put themselves 
in his way when he was angry, because he was 
sure to recompense them &x any indignities whiob 
lie made them suffer. This is the round of a pas- 
sionate man's life ; be contracts debts when he is 
Atrious, which his virtue, if he has virtue^ obliges 
him to discharge at the return of reason. He 
spends bis time in outrage and acknowledgm«il^ 
injury and reparation. Or, if there be any wbo 
hardens himself in oppression, and justifies tiie 
wrong, because he has done it, his insenubility 
can make amaU- port t£ his praise, or his bappi- 
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ness; he only adds deliberate to hasty, fi^, ag. 
^nvates petulance by coDtumaoy, and deatn^ 
4fae only plea that he can ofifer fw the tendaneH 
and pfttiaice of mBfiktndt 

Yet^ even this d^ree-*^- depravi^ we Owy be 
content to pity, because it seldom wants a piausb* 
inent equal to its guilt. Nothing i$ ipore des{H- 
caUeor more miseraUe than Mie old age of a pae* 
sionate man. When the vigour of youth fails him, 
andhi^.aQ^taetf^tk pall with frequent repetiti(H^ 
his oocauonal rage «nks by decay of strength in- 
to peevuhness; that peevishness. ^ want -of no- 
velty and variety, becomes habitual; the.^orld 
fidls off from UfwM hiib, and he is kft, «8 £^mar 
expresses it; P»*titm ^Xo oSf, to devour his own heart 
in solitude and contempt. 



^mO" liHc .^t.t,' ii.>i"j 1' y^-. 
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Extrcert lala inter convinM foiiit. 
'■''■ . ■^ -^ ' ' 'Tfa mitia, ^ dai ' ■-■;'" --j' -■ ■ 

■^ '■-■■'■ ■"■■ 'i' ' '■' "' •■*'' * t^Ic*i^«Mrt»Mtli■■ 
o I ■■ .■■■:. ■■../. 

^ PollatM his iMDf iiet„ aiid inwlts hi* gneat ; 
JWn wMlfh' aiid gnuiJeiit euj to dcKnid, 
• - Uki JqrU to bwllM mMtcr in dw IHmmI : 
W« wandlhr Mni A* dmtfcl mudsk MC 
Qqr with the onHe of bbod eqniOity ; 
No loeial cue the gndoiu lord dbduni ; 
Lore pHmp U to IoTe> and teVrenee nVMBce giiiM. 



To the RAMBLER. 

BIB, 

As you teem to have devoted youi labours to 
Tirtae, I cannot forbear to inftffm you of one 
spedea <^ cruelty with which the Ufe of a man of 
letters perhaps does not often make him acquaint- 
ed ; and which, as it seems to produce no otha 
advantage to those that practise it than a short 
gratification of thouglvtless vanity, may becoqie 
less common when it haa been once exposed in its 
Tsrious fonps, and its full magnitude. , 

I am the daughter of a country gentlonan* whose 
famUy is numerous, and whose estate* not at first 
suffifdent to supply us with affluence, has been 
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lately so much impaired l^ an unsuccessfal law- 
suit, that alt the younger children are obliged- to 
try such means as their education affords them, 
fix procuriBg ^e neeesHiida of life. Distress and 
curiouty concurred to hring me to London, where 
I was received by a relation with tile coldness 
which misfortune generally finds. A week, a long 
week, I Hved n^h my comiA, before the most vi- 
gilant inquiry cotrld procure us the least hopes of 
a place, ki which time I was much better qualified 
to bear all the vexations of servitude. The first 
two days she was content to J)ity me, and only 
wished I had not lieen quite so, wdUi bredj but 
people must oosiftly with their dreuiMDftnces. 
This lenity, howler, was soon at an end; and, 
for the remaining part <£ the week, I heard every 
hour of the iptvie of my fttnily, the cb^aaacy of 
my fether, and of people better bom than myself 
that were common servants. 

At last, on Saturday hoon, she told me, with 
very visible satisfaction, that Mrs Bombasine Ifae 
great silk-mepeet^ hufy, wanted a maid, and s fine 
plaee It would be, for there wc^ld be noising ttf 
do. but Co clean my mistress's r6om, get dp htf 
tihen, di^sa lh» youttg kdles. Writ «t ten in the 
moratng, tlike caK of ft little miss just ebmc ir6m 
Timse, and then sit down t^ my needle. But m*- 
dahi was a woodan 6f greaf ^rit, and mtttiH not 
be contradioted, and therefti^ I should HAx edn^ 
for good phices were' iMteaisifjr to B« got, 

With these ca:atiDns I wdtedtm Madam Bom- 
basine, of whom thfrfiMt sight gave me no nvi^K- 
ing ideas. She was two ynds round the miiff.' 
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bsrvaice WM at once load and iqaeakiiig, and her 
Aee iMMiglit to my mind the picture ef the fiiU 
moofi. Are you the young woman, aaya rii^ that 
aM'OMne to oifibr yoanelf? It it strange wiwn 
paoftle <^ subrtaoee want a Beirant, bow soon it ia 
^tawn-talk. Bdt tbcy know tbty shall have a 
b^^fuU -that -tire with me. Not like peo]^ at 
the othnr end of the town, we dine at one o'okidc. 
But-J oever take any body wiAout a chatactor; 
whatfnendsdoyDtttomeof? I tben told her that 
my iatiier was a gentleman, and that we had been 
wifortunate.— A great nmlbrtune indeed, to oobm 
to me, and have three meals a-day ! — So your fa- 
ther was a gsntleuuB, and you are a gentlewoman 
I sui^nee— such gentiewomen ^^Madam, I did 
not mean to claim any exempticHn, I only answved 
your iaqairy— Sudi gentlewoaen t pe<^e shodld 
set th«r children to good trades, aiod keep tbena 
o£F the parish. IPny go to the otbo' end of the 
town, there are gentlewomen, if they would pi^ 
Aeir debts : I am sure we bare lost auugh faj 
gentleiromen. Uptm this, ber broad ftce grew 
hroadn with triumph, and I was afiaid she would 
have takm me for the pieasure of eontimung her 
iBinlfti but hi^pify ^ next word was, Fmy, Mrs 
geatlewoman, tooop down stairs — Yon may be* 
Hcve I obeyed her. 

i rsturaed and met vith a better reoqition from 
taj cousin tiian I expected; for wlaJe I was oat 
she had beard that Mn Standisb, whose hosband 
bad latdy beHi raised ftom: aclwk in. au offio^ to 
be eommisrioner of d» e«is^ bad takeo a fine 
bowi^ and wanted a maid. 
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Tb Mrs Standish I yreat, tad, iter fcniu^ 
Wuted six hours, was at but admittedi to ^the tap 
of -the staits, whenshe came out of her twm, with 
two of her company. There was a smell of pundfc 
Ek^ yont^ wvtnan, you want a phoe; wfaenoe do 
yon come? — From the oountfji', nudsm.— -Ye^ 
tiiey all come out of the eoantrjr. And what 
brought yon to town, ft baatard 7 Wboe do' you 
lD(^;e? At- the Sei«n->Di0ls ? Wlat. ycrn nerat 
keard of ihe foun Auig>-houae ! UfKHi^ tbia, tbey -id( 
laughed so ob it feperouriy,- that I tookithe <q>poti> 
tnnify of sneaking off ib the tumuk. - ,■■■-■' 

I then heard of a plaoie at «i dderly lady's. S» 
was at cards ; but in two boons I was totdj she 
would speak to me. 8he«sked me if 1 could keep 
an account, and ordered me to write. I wrote tffo 
lines out of soute book ttmt lay..by her. She vtoom 
dered what people meant, to Iweed up poorgi^ 
to write at that rate. I suppose, Mrs FUrt^ if :I 
Was- to see your wMk/4t would be£ne!stu£f^->.Y)o« 
tiay^vt^.^l will iMl have li»e-lietterB wdttnfnaBi 
my house to«very-yodng^ftdiikwin tbevstreet.'' I 
: Two days after, I^wcilt on 'the-skme^tpiimii^la 
JjKfy-Iji^ty, drMsed^as X «ta>-dtH»te^' mnKbak 
M&e oniabieiits I bad, bemuaie^ «be had hi^gaM 
a place at court. Upon the first sight aB ^b», akb 
torus tO' the wouiaB thai^VDWod^ meii^' Is'tMi the 
lady tint wants' a ptace? Pnay ^hat-plaipe iroaU 
ytio-hev«,' mifis^' a VMid:«f Itionom^ pkne?' Ser< 
vabts n^w ft.dayftU^MadaBl^,'I<b««rd yog: wanted 
■^Wanted whrt^S«b3«body>fti6r ebon ntyadf? A 
pretty servant indeed — I sbMld be afraid to spcafc; 
to ^— I suppose Mn Miaxr tbete'ilDe bfaald 
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qamol l«Ar mtting^A Mrrust indeed! Pnqr 
MOw^dff-i^li nti recolved to be Uic heid peraon 
Sa-rtii>A wi 8fl -l i Yoa are leady di«flaed, the tovenu 
.iHBibe tif>cib.. 

'''I-jmnt'iokulmre ftctbc nexfc i^aee iaadesn 
Maifti— goWn» and beard the wnranC tell hit lad^, 
thsse vfeiB^ yoivig voman, but be saw ahd would 
notrdob ^i^aifvou^fatiqi; however. Arc you the 
toetiopjAfaat. ins tfae impudenofc to- cqtne for my 
plaofr^!: Whalv jrou have' hifcd -that Bwtjr gom^ 
and are- come tofBtaal a bette g - ; M>daiB> I have 
another, but being oU^ed tio walk— -Then tbcae 
•re your mannerB, with your blushes, aad your 
wartesies, 'to come to me in your worrt gown. 
Madam, ^ve me kave to wait upon you in my 
other. Wait rni me, you saucy dut ! Tbm yon 
are sitfe of coming— I could not let such a drab 
eome near me— Here, you giri, that came vp wiA 
her^ hare you touched her ? If you bavc^ wash 
your hands bef<ve you dreu me— Such trollops ! 
Get yon -down. What, whimpering 7 Pray wbUl 
I want -away with tears; for my cousin had lost 
M patiMice. • However, she t(dd me, that having 
a* respect foi^ my rebtiwu, she was willfa^; to keep 
iK odt off the street^ and would let me have ano- 
Am- week. 

^^tiTbefirst day of thta week I saw two ^ces. At 
Mavj wM aakad where I had lived ? And upcm 
m7»^ anawcr, was told l^ tlie lady, that petite 
tiidukhqaalify themselffea in ordinaiy jJaoes, for 
she filibaH^ nev^ bare done if she was to follow 
^rU:abciiut <^ At (te'Dther house I wasasmiridng 
huaqr^ ^imd Hat sweet &cc I might make mon^ 
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oC^Fcir her fan, it was u rdb=«^ bn> nenrM 
tike Miy cfCbUue that Miofugbt h«8elf Ifiudaoiqe. . 

Tlw thfee next days w^e ipoit ialj^djr BlHff*# 
entry, where I waited six hours every day U« t^ 
pteasuse of -seai^ the awraiUs peep. at ane^a^d -:ga 
away kugbiDg.— -Madam will stMtcbfaer ^ofiatt 
ahanka in the ealry; she will know .the hwitr 
again.-- At suoset the two fink days I was toldti 
tJMt my kdy would set me to-oKnTMP, and oathci 
third, that her woman ttaid. 

My wedc was now near it» end, and I had no 
hope* of a place. Miy r^ttioni wbo vVways laid 
upon me the Idame of every miscamage, -told nae- 
that I miut team to bumble myself, and tba^aiL 
great ladies had particular ways ; that if I vjeat 
on in Hat manuert she could not tell who would, 
keep me ; she had known many that had refined- 
places, aell their dotbe^ and b^ ifi the atoeeta. . 

It-was to MO'purpose thM the refusal was de< 
dared by me- to be never on myaidQ; I> was i:ea-' 
sonii^ against interest, and agaitist 8tMfHdity-[ -and- 
therefore I eraaforted my s^ with ti}e hope of soc- 
ceedujg better in my next atttwi p t, and went t6 
Mrs Courtly, a voy fine lady, who bad routes «t^ 
her house, and saw the bast eompany in town. -■' 

I had , not waited two hours before X was caHed' 
up, and found Mr Courtly wid his lady at:^uet, 
IB the haght of good humour. Thta I looked on 
as a favourable agfi, aad rtood at the lower end of 
the room,, in es^ieetatioo of- the eoimnon questioop.- 
At last Mr Courtly oallcd out, attet a wbispfr. 
Stand fteing the l^t, that one may see you. I 
cAnnged my pbwc^ ind Uoshed. Tfaiy £ce^uenlfy 
» 
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taned ibaa.eyta upon me, «id secinvd to disoow 
■Moy wfafwts of meirimcnt ; fw at may k)ok 
they wliiipered, and langfacd with the mott Tiolent 
a^^taticms of delight At last Mr Courtly cried 
ttatt Is that colour your own, diUd? Yei» tayi the 
lady, i£ she bai not robbed the kit^m hearth. 
Tills was so ha^y a eoneeit, that it miewed Hk 
Mormof hragk^er, and they threw down their eazda 
tt b^iea of better tpott The lady than caHcd me 
to her, and began with an a&oted gmity to io- 
qiurq what Leonid do? But first turn about, aaid 
lint us see your fine shape. Well, what are you fit 
for, Mrs Mum ? You would find your tongue I 
•oppDiCh in the Idtohen. Mo, na» says Mr Courtly, 
Ui« girl's a good giri yet, but 1 am afraid a brisk 
y<MlDg ftUow, with fine tags on his dwukler— — 
Come, child, hold up your head ; what ? you have 
aUA» nothing.^— *-<Not y«t^ says the kdy, but she 
bopes U* vtetk your heart quiakly.'*-Here was a 
hiufh.of haKHniH and triumph, pnlonged by the 
omiuflion which I could no longer repress. At 
Uuifc the Isdr . moolleeted herself; Stole ! no— byt 
if I had hob I riwdd watdi her : foe that down- 
«Ht aye'— Wl^ eannot you look people in the 
&oe ? Steel i says ha husband, die would steal 
itQthiog htt^ perh^iB, a few ribands before they 
Wve kft off k^ her lady. Sir, answered I, why 
should you, t^ suppoong dm a tbie^ iasult one 
from whom you have recttved no kijary ? Insult ! 
s^ys the Isdy ; are you come here to be a servant; 
you sauqy baggage, and talk of maolting? What 
will t^ wwld come ta^ if a gentlemw may not 
jertwitha sorvant! Well, sudi servants ! pray be 
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gane,and see when jou will have tbe hoBon^ tQbfe 
so insul^ offou. Seryanls insulted .'-^ fine tinp 
— InsMlted! Get down st^int you slu^ Qr the foqi- 
man shall Ipsult you. 

The last day of the last week was now oooun^ 
and my kiiid cousin talk^ of sending wdo^n Jn 
the wa£g<m tp pieserre ine fi«m .Imd CQUlws^ £^t 
in the morning' she oun^ and tqld dk, that she \u\A 
one tnai nuxe fiir me ; Euphemia wantM.a «iai^ 
and pofa^H I might do for her ; for, like me, she 
must Ml her crest, being forced to lay down her 
chariot upon the loss of half her fortune by bad 
securities and with her way of giving her money 
to every body that pretend^ to want it, she conld 
have little befordiand; tlmdcwe I might sore 
her ; for, with all her fine-emse, she must not pre- 
tend to be nice. 

I went immediately, and met at the ^dom-a young 
gentlewoman^ who- told me she had lienelf been 
hired that morning, hut that ^ was ordered t4 
bring any that offered ay stain. I was aocpn^- 
ibgly introduced to Euphemia,- vbty wh^ :|^ came 
in, liud down her book, and told jnff (JMt.s^^^ 
for me not to gratify ah idle curioaityj^h^t.lef^.'^v^ 
disappointment might be made stilly mpre^,£C^titw 
by incivility ; that she was in pain to. ^fif\f any 
thing, much more what was no favour; tltat she 
saw nothing in my appearanee which did qotc^e 
her wish for my company ; but that a^othe^, whose.- 
claims might perhaps be equal, had come bff^. 
me. The thought of being so neaf to stt(;h a pjaqei. 
and missing it, brought tears into my ey^^ apd my. 
sobs hindered me from returning n^y a/^nov/^^-f 
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Itienti. '^e rose up confused, and lupponng by 
xaj coneerh that I was distreaRed, placed me- by 
h^, and made me tell hex my story : which when 
she bad heard* sbe put two guineai in my hand, 
cvderihg me to lod^e near her, and make' use of 
ber taUe tdl ihe could provide for me. I am now 
tmder her protection, and know not how to thew 
my gratitude better than hy giving this account to 
the Ramblei^ 

ZOZIKA. 
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' <immiuiinqMe tegttif vino tortm If ira.— ~-bob. 
': . -^ ktiM wine nupr mart 

I* 1s-refileS'b^ Quintus Curtius, that. the Per- 
duil Blwiiys conceived an invincible contempt of % 
rtOsA,' who Bait violated the laws of secrecy; for 
Aej^ bought, that,' however he might be deficient 
ik'ibe qualiti^ requisite to actual excellence, the 
B^^tive virtues at least were in his power, and 
t&OTigh he perhaps could not speak well if be was 
t6 try, it was still easy for him not to apeak. 

In forming this opinion of the easiness of secrecy, 
tiiey seem to have considered it as opposed, not to 
treachery, but loquacity, and to have conceived 
the man whom they thus censured, not frighted 
l^ menaces to' reveal, or bribed by promises to 
betray, but incited 'by '^e mere pleasure of talk- 
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mg* or Muqe other jnotive equalfy^ trifling, to lay 
open Iris haai without rdiection, and to let what* 
trer he knew slip from him, only for want o£ 
powd: to Totain it Whether^ by their settled and 
avowed sccvn of thoughtless talkers, the Fernans 
were able to diffuse to any great extent the virtue 
of tieituniity, we are hindered by the distanceiif 
tliose times from bdng able to disoover, tbeaett 
being very few memoirs remaining of the' court of 
Persepc^is^ nor any distinct accounts handed down 
to us of their office-clerks, their ladies of the bed- 
chsmher, their attorneys, their chambermuds, or 
their footmen. 

In these latter ages, though the old animosity 
against a prattler is stiK retained, it appears wholly 
to have lost its effect upon the conduct of man- 
kind, for secrets are so seldom kept, that it may 
with some reason be doubted, whether the ancients 
were not mistaken in their first postulate, whether 
th« quality- of retention be so generally bestowed; 
and whether a secret has not some subtle volatility, 
by wfaioh it escapes imperceptibly at the smallevb 
vcnt^ or aoine.power of fermentation, by which it 
otpandft itaelf so w to Wrst the heart that viU not 
giwe it way. . 

Those that study either the body or the miad of 
man, very t^en find the most spectcHis and pleas* 
ipg theory falling under the weight of contrary ex- 
perience ; and instead of gratifying their vanity by 
in&tring effects ft»m causes, they are always re^ 
duoed at last to conjecture causes from efiects. 
That it is ea^ to be secret, the apeculatist can. 
demonstrate in bis retreat^ and therefore thinka 
himself justified in pladng confidence ; the man- 
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of th^ wodA- know^.;thBt, nhetbeu difficnlt or 
not,i it^ is unoommon, - and thcnfisre finds himself 
rather inclined to search after the reaun oi this 
uhiversHl '^lurs in one of the moit impraiaut du- 
ties fxf ^ftciety. 

The-fsnity of being known to faetrnattd with a 
secret^ is generally^ one of the chief -motives to dis- 
cloye'it; for however absurd it may. be thought to 
boacrt mi honour by an-activhich^hewsitbibit waa 
oonrfared without merit, yet most mett'seam'r&ther 
indfoed'to'donfess the want of virtue thah of -im>^ 
ponrtano^ and. more willingly shew their in&iaeiMe, 
though at thd expence- of their probity, than glide 
through life with no other pleasure than the pri- 
vate coDsdousness of fidelity ; which, while it ia 
preserved, must bevidiout preds^ except from 
die single person who tries and knows it. 
, 'There are many 'wJ^s of telling a seeret»-'bjr< 
lyhicb a man exempts' ' himsdf fi-om the Kpraacbcft 
of bis ooR^enee^ and gratifies hia pride; witbooftt 
snfibring himself to believe that he impairs hift 
virtue. He tells the private afiairs of his patm^ 
qC bis friend, only to. those ftom whom he wouU' 
not conceal his own;' he tells them tothose^-'who 
have no temptation to betray the trust, or with a. 
denunmation of a certain forfeiture of hb &iend- 
8h^l, iThe discovers that they become pubii& 

Secrets are very frequently itold in the first ar- 
dour of kindness, or of love, for the sake of pwv- 
ing, by so tmportwit a sacrifice, sincerity or ten- 
derness; but with this motive, though it' be strong 
in itself, vanity concuts, since every' man desires 
t9 be most esteemed 1^ those whom he loves, or 
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with witom be convenes, with vfeoni be -pbaea 
hii'hfklTs of -pleasure, and to whom lie retirek fiwm 
business and from care. 

Whfeiti tbe disoov»y of secrets is under conri- 
deration, there is always a distinction carefiitty to 
be'made'between'our own and those tf anotha*; 
those of wWtih ^e ire ftiUy masters, ' as they Meet 
only dUf'b#n interest, 'and those which are KpO- ' 
sited with- us in trtlst, and involve 'tite faap(4fWM 
or conveniemie 6f %itch n we have no right-tb ex- 
pose to- hazard, To'telT' our own secrets is g^e- 
laHy folly, but' that folly is trithont guik ; to' cnn- 
municate those with which we are intrusted ' 16 al- 
ways treachery, and treachery for the tih>st fnrt 
combined with folly. 

There have, indeed, been some entlhisiastic 
and irrational zealots for fHendship,' who' have 
maintained, and perhaps belieVed, that ■one flJeiid 
has a right to all that is in possesstoii ^ attotii^. 
and that therefore it is a viohttioB ef IdAdnesb fo 
exempt iihy secret firom- this ' boiiildlt^ 'Cbnfid^ce. 
Accordingly a late female minlitef bJ stat6^t(ite 
been ihameless enough to ififttfor th« Wen-Mi ^^tlbt 
shi^ used; when she wanted fo'extt^di'My'tlmig 
ffom her sovereign, to retalnd h^- of MdAtt^^s 
i-casbnihg, Who has deteraiifKd, thUt {o-''ieA''V'^> 
cret to a friend is no -breai^ of ■fi]^y,'4)e6attbe 
tiie number of persohi trusted is liotr^tA^AIfed; a 
man and his friend being virtuiUy tbe bittfi^ ' ' - 

That such a fallkcycould beiittposed' tlpob liay 
human understanding, or that an^kttthoi' i!oofld'feave 
advanced a poution so remote hrom-tifu^ arid irea.- 
SOD, any oUier ways than as a deelmmer, to shew 
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to ,wh^, extent he could strjetch his imi^natioD, 
«adr wjth what strength he t^uld ^inw hU prin- 
ciple, would scarcely have been credibLe, bad not 
1^ lady, kindly, shewn us how far vyeakness nay 
be dduded, or indolence amused. , But since it 
t^pearst that even this soplpstiy, hi^ b^en able, 

f^b ^ h^P of a^ stroi^ deaifer to r^pq^ in quiet 
ttpop the nnderetauding of another, to qa^lead bo- 
seat wtentioDs, and an understanding not 0|»i- 
tomptiUfv >t may not he uipeifluotu to remark* 
that those things which are ooiqinon among friends 

-w»only such as eitJier possesses in his own c'^ht, 
and. can alienate or destroy .without injury to any 
otb» persMi. Without this limitation, confidence 
must run on without end, the second person may 
teU the secret to the third, upon the same princi- 
fke- as he recedTed it from the first, and a tluid 

>niay hand it forward to a fourtb, till at lut it is 
t(M io,.tbe round of friendship to them from whom 

. it was tJiiiie'fiEst intention to conceal it 
, lUf^.epT^ence whipkCaius has of the faitbful- 

.gt^-fif, 'ffjtii^tja.notbiog more than an opinun 

1 iVbii^^ttipsellf CfWqot know to be true, and which 
Ctauditth -yiko jBrs( tells his secret ^i Caius, may 

^lavemMi'^'ffiv^i and therefore the trust is trans- 

Jeered by-Cuu^ if he reveal what has been told 

.llWfJto CMK ftoin whom the p»son originally cm- 
cevqad ^wottld have withheld it : and whatever may 
be the.^y^t^iCaius has hazarded the happiness of 
lus friend^ without necessity and without permis- 
sion) .^adWpMt that tri^t in the hand of ftxtune 

. f^i^ vn»9 i^veq «ily. to virtue. 
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. AM tbe drgutnetits upori whicb a nun who is 
Jelling the pFivttte; affam of another may ground 
hia oonfiUehbe of security, he roust up6D jrefleotkm 
know to be uncertain, because he find^ thetn with* 
out effect Upon himself. When be is imagining 
that T^tius will be cautious, (torn a regard to bis 
interest, his reputation, or hu dju^> iie m^t to 
xeflect that he i« huQsetf at that instant ^q^g in 
opposition to bll tfaesto reasons,; and reveatiag. what 
j;r>tere6t, reputation, and duty, direct iiim to. con* 
ceaL , 

Every one feels t^at in his own case be sboold 
consider the man incapable of trust, who believed 
bimself at liberty to tell whatever be knew to the 
first whom be should condude desiring of bJs con* 
fidence; therefore Caius in admitting Titius tq 
Hie a^its inpparted only to himself^ murt know 
that he violates his futh, since he acts coatraiyi-to 
the intention of Claudius, to whom that fiuth wv 
given. For promises of frienddiip are^ like all 
others, useless and vain, unless they are made in 
tome known sense, adjusted uid acknowledged fay 
both parties. , 

I am hot ignorant that many questions may be 
started relating to tbe dufy of seccdey, wbere>.(h0 
affairs are of public concern ; where subiefuent 
reasons may arise to alt*r the i^pearanoe.aitd aan 
ture of the trust ; that thb manner in which tile 
secret was told may change tbe degree <af,ebliga« 
tion, and that the principles upon which a Jdan ia 
cbosm fat a confidant- may not always equally am* 
strain him. But these sonplesc if not toe .intti. 
C8te, are of too extensive conuderatint' &« jpajr 
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present purpose, nor are tbey such as goierally 
occ»ir in common life; and thougli casuistical 
knowledge be useful in proper hands, yet it ought 
by no means to be carelessly exposedj since most 
will use it rather to lull than awaken their own 
ooasciences ; and the threads of reasoning, on 
which truth is suspended, are frequently drawn to 
such sabtitty, that common eyes cannot perceive, 
and comoKin sensibility cannot feel them. 

'IThe whole doctriBc^ 'as wvll as .practi<» of se- 
vrecy, is so perplexing and dangerous, that next 
t» Mm w^o is compiled to txmstr I think him on- 
Happy win is chosen to be trusted; ior be b often 
invtjlved in scruples. witboat the Hberty ofcaUii^ 
in the fadp of any other Bndeistandit^; he is fn- 
quentlj- drawn into guilt, under the appearance tof 
fnendBhSp and henfisty; and sometimes aabjected 
to sus|noii» by the treatjbery of 'otba's^ who 'are vn*- 
gaged witiiout bis knottliidgv in the saoie sBbcBwt ( 
4br Ik that baa one lomfidant has generally mor^ 
Mod wfaen he is' at Jast betrayed, is in doubt on 
vtiiom te- shaH fix tbe crime. . . . . 

The rules tberefore that I shall propose codcem^ 
ing; sBorecy, and <from which I Uiink it not safe rto 
deviate, withoit long, and exact delib^tion> -ai* 
-uMevOT to solkit-l^ laiolviedge of a secret. Not 
wstbr^ly, nor w^houfe many limitfttaons, to accept 
soch dnfidenee wfaaiitisoff^d. When a secvdt 
is onoe admittedv to ecniMeT the trust as ^ a very 
fa^ nsture, iMpcrtant as sacidt^^ and fiocred at 
trutfa> /and tfaan^re dot to te vinisfed £»■ %ny in- 
cident^' ecHnreninocvor^ig^ sppearance of atm» 
trary fitness. ■ i' ■" 
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No. 14. SATURDAY, MAY 5, 17S0. 

— — AWJWf tmjwim. 
SiB diipar HHr—mu- 

fiiuje mch a nripna cnsftnte Be'ei vu kiKHm.n— r-FM^'^u. 

Among the many inconuBtencies wbif))i £dly pn»> 
duces, or infirmity suffers, in the human ratpd> ibmut 
has often been obserred a manifiKt and strikutg. 
contrariety foetweot the life c^ an author and hil 
writings ; and Milton,^ in a letter to a learned atnw 
ger, by whom he had been vLnted, with gi^ le^ 
son congratulates himself upon the conadousnesBi of 
bong found equal to his own characbn*, a«d Itdving 
preserved* in a private and familiar intaniew. AfA 
reputation whidi his work had procured ikat. 

Those whom the i^ipearance of virtuft itt 4m 
evidence of geniui^ ^ave tempted to a afqirar 
knowledge of the writer in whose pnjfonaaiwQm t^ey 
may be found, have indeed had frequmVfSftop^^ Mtv 
repent their curiouty; the babble .,t^:q|Nirkied, 
befot« them has beoooie cfmimm vtfmv^l'/t: ^iM^'- 
touch ; the phantom of perfietQ^QO Im-- jpx^h^ 
when they wished to press it. 19^ -tlHijr -bosonb^ 
Th^ have lost the pleasure of itnaguiipg h^ivr ft*- 
humanity may be exal^. and, p^tHf»i:fe^ them- 
selves less inclined to toil up th».eige^,io£ victiWb 
wheii they observe those who se^ijp. b«t abja to. 
point the way, loitering: below, as ejt^qfj f^tfiAoi 
the labour, w doubtful of the rewwdt ■■■■■■■ 
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It bu been kmg the custom of tbe.oriental mo- 
nardis to bide tbemwlves in gardens and palaces, 
ta avoid the convenaUon of mankind, aqd to be 
known to their subjects only by their edicts. The 
seme policy is no less necessary tp, hiiD.tbat unites, 
Uuin to him that governs : for men^ would nofmore 
patiently sulunit to be taught, than commanded, 
by one knowii to have the same' follies and weak- 
nesses with themselves. A sodden intruder into 
the ckiset' of an aatbor would perhaps feel equal 
hkbgnotion witb the officer, who having long so- 
licited admission into the presence of Sardanapa- 
kiSt saw -himnot consulting upon laws, inquiring 
into grievances, or moddHng armies, but employed 
in femi^e amusements, and directing the ladies 
itt tbeit work. 

: It is net cUfficuIt to conceive, however, that for 
rbaay nakms a knan writes much better than be 
lives. For without entering into refined specUla- 
tfens,' it ibe^ be ^ewn much easier to design than 
tor p«<fomi: A Ash proposes his schemes of life, 
in a IfiMlT'^ alMfiraeti&n and disengagement, ex- 
<«[il>'#Mi]f'th6^^t[(}emehts of hope, the solidta- 
tiai«^^aA)6Uon, 'thfe importunities of appetite, or 
tfc«^ d^itesMdbs'dF'fliai', and is in the same state 
Witll4liar ttett t^aeh^s upon land the art of liavi. 
gtti^, to'Wikbin th^ sea is always smooth, and the 
Wted'riWayB pndsperous. 

The watbematleians are well acquainted with 
tb8:£ffeMne6 betweoi pure sdenc^ which has to 
dfronly-Wll^ ideu, and the appUcaUoti of its laws 
t«^w i»6 tl^Me, ia which they are constrained, to 
submit (o the itop^Hrfection 6f matter and the in- 
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Auence of accMents. Thus, ia ipAml disnutaitas. 
it is to be remembered that mwjr iaspeduAntB 
obstruct our practice, whi(& very easBy ^ire. «ray 
to theory. The specdiatist is only in da^n.^f 
erroneous reasoning ; but tlie man loTi^Ttid in life, 
haa his own passions, bnd those of others^ >to en- 
coanter, and is embanassed widi a tkoaaand m- 
conveniendes,. whidi confound him with vbiiety of 
impulse, and either perplex Or obatruat his wajr. 
JHfi is forced. to act- witholit d^beraticHit and 
obliged to chuse before he can exatnine : he is -snr. 
prised by sudden iterations of the state '«f ^ingi^ 
and changes his measum aceording to superfieHd 
appearances; be is led by axAaet, eidwr bepatna 
he is indolent, or because he b timaroQB4 be is 
sometimes afraid to know what is rigUb^ atod soTae< 
timet finds fnends or enemies ^iigcJnt to dccdre 
faim. 
. We «re, therefore, not to. wonder that inostiiil 
amidst tumult, ahdenares, and'danger, in tbe^>^ 
so^vance of these precepts, wfaioh they .lay down 
in solitude, safety, aAd tranquMHy, with a mind 
unbiassed^ and with liba^ imobsteucted. It is 
the condition of ottr present abate to «ae mote t^an 
we can attain ;■ tJie exaetest ^vigilance ; and cautiwi 
can never naintaJQ a sit^Ie^'day. of amningkd ki- 
nooenee, much less can the utmost eflbtts of in. 
corporated mind reach the aumnrit of speculative 
virttte. '. 1- 

It is, faowever^ neoessBry fiv ■ Uw ide» vt pofec^ 
tion to be pn^xned, that we'tn^ iiaveKmie ob- 
ject to which our endeairouTS aK t» be tKrectod ; 
and be that is most deficient in. tte 'duties of life 
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ue atttienMnt Ar bis fitults, if be irbrnt 
oUien i^gaimt Us own failihgs, and hinden, by tbfe 
salubrity of his admonitiohs, the contagion of bis 
example. 

NtAhing is mote unjast, hbwerer common, than 
to charge vitb hypocri^ him that expresses zeal 
£dc those virtues wfaicb he n^Ieets to praettse ; 
sinoe he majr be sfaioerely convinced cf the ad- 
TanlBgea of conquering his pasnons, without faar- 
ii^ yet ofatuned tbe. victory, aa a man may hi 
co^dent of tfae adnuitages of a voy^e, ot- a jour- 
Df^, witkoukihani^ oonrage ot induktry to under- 
take itj and may jionesdy recommend to others, 
Aooe attempts winch be negkets bimsdf. 

The i^ercst whidi the corrupt part of mankind 
bare id hardening thcBisdves against every mo^ 
tivc to amendment, has disposed them to give to 
these contradictions, when they can be proditced 
against the cause of virtue, that wel^it which they 
will w6t allow them in aoy other case. They see 
men acti in oppoaitiMi to their interest, without 
an^Bsiiigi that they do not Imow H ; tboie who 
give .way to Ae sadden violence of passion, and 
fiHsfake ifae mast important pursuits for petty plea- 
sore^ aife Jiot euf^msed to have changied their 
Ofanloi^L or: to appsove their own conduet In 
mn^ or lefigicns questions akine, they determine 
the.:8entimei>ts by the actions, and diaige every 
man with endeavouring to impose upon the worid. 
whose writm^ are not cenfirmad by his life. They 
ncfreF oMttider thiLt -themsblTes ne^^ect or practise 
something sveoy 6af inoonsiatently wi^ their own 
setded Judgment^ JHV discovar ^hat the omdnct • 
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of the advocates for virtue can fittle niiMtuie. dt 
lesien, the oUigationB of thmr itiotatcs; Mgaipettk 
is to be ioTatidated only by ai^uiBent, and it in 
itsrif of' the same Sane, whether w not it eoa> 
vinces him by whom it is ^pfopoaed. 

Yet since this prejudice, however unreasomUci 
is alwi^ likely to have some prevalemie, it is the 
dvty'Of every maB to take cafe lert he riiouldhia* 
dcr the effieaey of ^ own instruetioDS. When .b« 
desitcs to gam the belief a£ it^ers, he shouM shew 
tiiBt be betieve» lamsclf ; and when he teaches the 
fitaess of virtue try his leasonhigs, he «hould, hf 
im example, prove ita posail^iiy : Thus much at 
least may be required of hioB, t^ he shall nolaot 
worse than others because he writes better, ncq: 
imagine that, by the nimt of lus geniin,' 1m may 
daim indulgence beyond moitafa ef the kwer 
classes, and be excused far want of-pnideBM^ «r 
neglect of virtue: ,- •. . .!.-. ^ 

Beem, in his hisbuy <tf: die winds^rafln* tumiq; 
ofined something to tbe imagination aB..flciil9b^ 
often proposes loweradvamtagaaiB ita [diMe tniifae 
reason as attainaUe. The aame thelbod^najr be 
sometines pursued in mond eutaMrouib, \ wAdo^ 
thiS' phttosoj^r has obeave^ intinatarsd faiqietiw^ 
faavii^ fint set positive «bd absolute eweUssire 
heSen us, we may be paadiwtd' though we sii^ 
4cwn to humUer virtue, ttyiaip, bowever, to ike^ 
our point always in view^-uidstmg^ing not- to 
lose grovnd, though we-eaimet gain it 

It is t«ooided -of Sir Matthew Halev that he, ftr 
^ lonjf time, eracealed- ^he teBaecralaaQ of fainielf 
to the strict^ du^ of rdigioBt lest^ hy'.some 
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fti^iNK tttd sUiufiil mdoa, be sbould bring 
fAMy iMO di^nuie. For tbe mne mmoo it may 
be prudent toe a writer, who apprehends . tbst be 
tlluM not cv^Mve bis own ma^dmt bjr hie domcsUc 
character, to conoeal his Dame^ that he raaj not 
kgurethem. 

There are, indeed, a great numbw whose cu* 
liortty tDg^ a men finDslliar haowb^ of me* 
eessftil writen, is not so naoh pranpled - by an 
opinioi of their power to Rnpeore as to di^gb^ 
and 'wbft expect from themnot argemaitB «gainit 
vice, or ^SuatataaaM aa tcmpeiaoce or justices but 
fiightaof frit, and sallies o£ pleasantry, or, atleai^ 
aeute remo^ES, nice distinotianB, justness of seoti- 
nent, and d^nce of diedon. 
' ft^ expectation is, indeed, spedous and pro- 
lieMe. aid yet, suefa i* the late of all human hopes, 
Ituit-it is vay oflm frustrated, and those who raise 
admiration by their books, disgust by thnr coi»> 
{lany. A man of letlen for Che most part ^fends 
in tb« priracies of study, that season of ^ io 
nAicb iitbe.' manners' arc to be softensd into ease, 
«bdr ptriMkSd into elegance: and, when be hap 
IpAned , knowkdgc enough to he respeelrdt bw 
iMjglec^ Ibe minuter aote by wknc^ liir'fiigbt 
4uwii)d«ased; When be enters life, if Jiii jtcMper 
tettoft-'ad^timoEoas^teia diffident aodbaaWil, 
ftmix 'theiientmlcdge. of: his defects; or if ^he vm 
bom with ^Htte'and'resetetion, he iS' ftrookms wd 
arrogant, from thn oonieionsheBBQf his.asetit; he 
is either dissipated- by. tiie awexif.otaopetiy, and 
unaUe to reooUeet bis reading ^id ammge his 
ailments; or be 19^ hot and dogmatiBal, qiuekin 
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<^poution, And tenacious in defence, disabled b^ 
his own Ti(^Doe; and confUsed by hb ba$te to 
triumph. 

The graoeS pi Writing and cdnTenaUm are of 
different khids, And tliou^ he who excels in one 
might have been, with opportunities and applida^' 
Uon, equally successful in the other, yet as meoiy 
please by extempcffaFy USk, though utterly mtaa- 
quainted witii the more aconrafe method, and 
ni<we labonred beauties, which composition re< 
quires; so it is very posmldft that men^ -wkcAlj ao- 
customed tf} works^of ^tudyt^nMybewiUioat that 
readlDeas of c(^oeption» uid iffla^nce af langUag^ti 
always necessacy tocfJloquialentertainmeBt. :Th^-. 
may waut address to.watoh the hinits 'which coOf 
versation ofi«>s for the di^lay of their particular 
attainments, or they may be so lauch unfiimtahedi 
with matter esi oommon sufcjeefs,. that. /discouvae 
not professedly rlitca^ry. glides, over fthem its he>i. 
teto^neous bodies, without adnutting. their om- 
ccfitions to mix in the circalt^ni . ' 

A tranution from an author's ;hoeks to. bis eoxit- 
vfflsation, is too oiten like an mtranoeiiiato.a. lei^; 
dty, after a distant profjieot. H/^saobelyt yie see: 
notiung but spires of temples and ttmets of. piH. 
laces, and imagine it the residence <mF splnidoiir, 
grandeur, and magnificence^ .but; when vrebavei 
passed the gatesj we find ^t pevpl^xed va^ ntah: 
row passages, disgraced mth. despicaUe cottages, 
embarrassed with ob8tructicai% and douded wi^ 
smoke. 
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Etqutmdo ulterior vitioram copia ? Qiiando 
Xajor avaritia patvit jinuj ? Aha ^aanda 
' Hot ontntM 9 • • JPTI 

Wlut 1^ jK) luge a (T09 of vices boie. 

Or when was sTarice extended piore ? 

Wheit weK the dice with more pTofiuian ihrovii P— sevden', 

Thbhe is no grievance, publio <v prirate, of 
Whiob, tince I took npon me the <Ace of a pe- 
rioiUeal momtor, ! have reeved so many^, or so 
earnest compkiintSr as ofihc predominance <tf play v 
of a fatal passion for cards and dice, which seema 
to have overturned, not only tbe ambition of ^- 
celWnc^, but the desire of pleasure ; to have extin- 
guished the flames of the lover, as well as of the 
patriot; and threatens, in its further progress, to 
destroy all distinctions, both of rank and sex, to 
fsriuh aU Emulation but that of fivud, to cwrupt 
sH tiuiae dqsMs of our people, whose ancestm 
Intve, by Omt virtue, thrar industry, of their par- 
nmony, givwi them the power of living in extra- 
vagwioe, idleness, and vice, and to leave them 
without knowledge, but of the modish games, and 
without wishes, but for lucky hand«. 

I hare found by long experience, that there are 
few enterprizes so bc^less as contests with the 
&shion, in which the opponents are not only made 
ccmfident by thdr numbers, and strong by their 
union, but are hardened by contempt of their an* 
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tagonist, whom they alw^s look upon as ai wretch 
of low notions, contracted views, mean oMVm-si- 
tion, and narrow fortune, who enties the eleva- 
tions whidh he' Annbt reach, who #ou1d gladly 
imbitter die happiness" which' bia indegatice w 
indigence deny him to partafce, and'Wbo hu no 
other end in his advice than to revenge bis own 
mortification by hindering those, whom thdf birth 
and taste have set above him, from the ifajoymeat 
of their superiority, and bringing them down to a 
level with himself. 

Though I have never foimd myself much aActed 
by this formidaUe censure, whidi I have incurred 
often enough to be acquainted with its fuHl fftfoe, 
yet I shall, in some measure, obviate it on this oc- 
casion, by ofiering very little in my own name, 
either of argument or intteaty, rince those who 
suflfer by this general in&tuation may be suppoaed 
best able to relate its et&d*. 



There seems to be so little knowledge left in the 
world, and so little of that reflection practiaed, by 
which knowledge is to be gained, that I am ht 
doubt, whether I shall be understood, when I com- 
plain of want of opportunity for thinking ; (v whe- 
ther a condemnation, which at present seems irre- 
vefsible, to perpetual ignorance, will raise any com- 
passion, ather in you, or your readers: yet I will 
venture to lay my state before you, because I be- 
lieve it is natural, to most minds, to take some plea- 
sure in complaining of evik, ctf which they have no 
reason to be ashamed. 
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r 'l.«i9,0M daa^ter of a manof.^ce&t fiirttm^ 
■wJmw jliffidenoe «f nankind, ■ and, {lerhi^Mk tbe 
{klfatiue-of oimtinaalaeeaaiulqtioay indineJum to 
«uide upon his own estate, and to. educate hit 
iduldrien in bis own house, wiieEc I. was bred, if 
qot with tbetmost brilUant examples ofYirtuebe* 
.<fere my ^«s, at least remote enough from any io^ 
fistanents to aioe;- add waiting neither leisore npr 
^Qpk^ flpr the aoquaiqtanoB of some: persons. of 
■levi^iBg in the ne^hbouihood, I endeayQured to 
acquire such knowledge as might most r«eommen4 
. me tfr aMeev), and thought myselfableto supgoort 
-a eonvenatioin i^khi most of the aotsects, wbhdi 
xoy sex and eonditton- made it proper for me to 
.undostBod, 

I hf^d, besides my knowledge, as my mamma and 
way Vaifi ^UAi me, a very fine &ce, and el^ant 
dup^ afkd with aU these advantages had been se* 
venteen months the reigning toast for twelve miles 
round, and never came to the monthly assembly, 
but I heard the <dd ladies that sat by wishing that 
.^it-migtit end well,'' and their daugbtns critidsiDg 
.^y Uft-my^ieatures, or my.dress. 
■, Y4}u.kna«w, Mr Rambler, that amlHtion is na- 
.jUical to youth, and curiosity to understandii^, 
,|^ tberefcwe will hear, without wonder, that I 
was dearous to extend my victories over those 
ffho might give more honour to the Qonqueror; 
and ^hat I found in a country life a continual re- 
. petition of tbe same pl^sures, which was not suf- 
ficient to fill up the mind for the present, or raise 
any.expectatiqnaof'thefuture; and X will conf«s 
to you, that I was impatient for a sight of the 
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toorn.'RDd fiUed my thoughte whh tfas duoonnes 
which I should cnake, the triuniphs that 1 iheuld 
lutein, said the pmifiM that I sboald Taodveti 

At last tiie^time cune. My aunt, whose haft- 
hand has a leat v> parliaount, and a place at oaaU 
buried h«r only child, and sent fbr me to suppljr 
the loat. The hope that I ahould «o fiir insinaate 
myself into their favour, as to obtain a comida'* 
able augmentation of my fortune, procored me 
every coovenience for my departiare, with great 
expedition; uid I could not, amidst all- nay tran^ 
-ports, forbear some indignation to see with what 
readiness the natural guudians of my virtae sold 
n>e to a state, which they thought more hamrdoat 
than it really was, as soon as a new aoceancm i^ 
fiirtuns glitto^ in their eyes. 

Three days I was upon the road> and on the 
fourth morning my heart danoed at the si^t «£ 
Liondon. I was set down at my aunfa. and en- 
tered upon the scene of action. -1 expected now, 
from the age and experience of my aunt, some pru- 
dential lessons ; but, after the £nt civilities and 
first tears were over, was UAd what pity it was to 
have kept so fine a girl so long in the country ; 
for the pet^le who did not begin youi^, seldoin 
dealt their cards handsomely, or played them to- 
l»ably. 

Young pencMis are commonly inclined to slight 
the remarks and counsels <^ their dders. I smiled* 
perhaps, with too much contempt, -and was upon 
the point, of telling her that my time had not 
been passed in such trivial attainmenta But I soon 
found that things, are to be estUnatied, not by the 
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itofvdmuat oftbetrcdhctai but the ftsqnoi^ «C 
Ibeir ■»: " > « 

A fev-days after, my aunt gava^ me mtioe. itbat 
ume ocnnpany, wfaieh sbe bad been aix weeksrin 
ODUnting, snB to meet that ereaing, aod ihe eat> 
ppottd a finer anembly Unn had beeo seen all thd 
winter. She expressed thia in the jargon of a 
g in t a teiv and, when I adied an' explicaticm of 
bet terms ai art, vRondered. where I had lived. - I 
ludalready found my aunt so inciqpeble of any 
rational conclusion, and so igoonuitof ev«y thing* 
whether great or littfe, that I hbd lott all regard 
to her (^iirion, and dreaaed myielf With great ex- 
pectatiom of an opppttunHy to displsy.my charau 
among tivala, whose cdmpetrtifMi would not dis< 
honour me. The cwnpany came in, and after the 
cursory compliments of .sdotation, sfike cosy to 
, the lowest and the h^hest undentanding, what 
wastfacneult? The cards were broke open, the 
parties were formed, the whole night passed in a 
game, upon which the young and old were equally 
employed; nor wasi I able to attract an eye* at 
gmt an ear, but being compelled to play without 
skill. I pm'petaally embartused my partner, and 
8<xMi peradrcd the cont«aipt of the whole table 
gathering upon rae. 

I eaniMt bat suspect, isir, that this odious faebion 
14 preduoed by a conspiracy of the old, die ugly, 
and the ignorant, against the young and beautiful, 
tiie wit^and the gay, as a contrivance to level all 
distinctions of nature and of art, to confound the 
world in a chaos of folly, to take &6m tfaobe who 
eould outshine them all the advantages of mioj 
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and body, to withhold youth from its nsttuil pies' 
sures, deprive wit of its influence, and beaaty of 
its charms, to flx those hearts upon money, to 
which love has hitherto been entitled, to nnk life 
into a tedious uniformity, 'and to allow it no othec 
hopes or fears, but those pf robbing, and being 
robbed. ...... 

Be pleased, sir, to inform those of my aex yvho. 
have minds capable of nobler fientiments,-.that, if 
they will unite in Tindicaticm of their plewures 
and thar prerogatives, they may fix a' time,. at 
which cards shall cease to be in fashion, or be 
led only to those who. have neither beau^ to be 
loved, nor spirit to be feared; neither knowled^ 
to teach, nor modes^ to learn ; and who, having 
passed their youth in vice, are justly randemned 
to sprad their age in folly. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

CLEOBA< 

WE, 

Vexation will burst my heart, if I do not f^ve 
it vent. As you put^sh a paper, I insist mgon 
it that you insert this in your next,,as,eirer,yc«i 
hope for the kindness and encouragement ,qf any 
woman of taste, spirit; and virtue. I^wo^ld have 
it published to the world, how deservii^.wiyes 
are used by imperious coxcombs, that h^n^^ 
forth no woman may many who has not. ^e. pa- 
tience of Grizzel. Nay, if even Grizzel l^d 
been married to a gamester, her. temper wopld 
never have hdd out. A wretch that Ic^s^ hia 
good-humour and humanity along with his moDey> 
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and win not allow enough (torn his own extrav^ 
gancea to support s woman of fashion in the ne> 
cessary amuBetnents of life ! — Why does not be 
employ his wise head to make a figure in par- 
liament, raise an estate, and get a title? That 
would be fitter for the master of a fomily, than 
rattling a noisy dice-box ; and then he might in- 
dulge bis wife in a few slight expenoes and ele> 
gant diversions. 

What if I was unfortunate at Brag?— -should 
he not have stayed to see how luck would turn 
another time? Instead of that, what does he 
do, but picks a quarrel, upbraids me with loss of 
beauty, abuses my acquaintance, ridicules my 
play, and insults my understanding ; says, forsooth, 
that women have not heads enough to play with 
any thing but dolls, and that they should be em- 
ployed in things proportionable to their under- 
standing keep at hom^ and mind &mily a£&irs. 

I do stay at home, sir, and all the world knows 
I am at home every Sunday, I have had six routes 
this winter, and sent out ten packs of cards in in- 
vitations to private parties. As for management^ 
I am sure he cannot caU me extravagant, or say I 
do not mind my family. The children are out id 
nurse in villages as ^eap as any two Utile brats 
can be kept, nor have I ever seen them since ; so 
he has no trouble about them. The servants live 
at board wages. My own dinnns come from the 
Thatched House; and I have never paid a penny 
for any thing I have bought since I was married. 
As for play, I do think I may, indeed, indulge in 
that, now I am my own mistress. Papa made me 
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drudge at wbist tiU I w«3 tired of it ; and, br fhim 
wanting a head, Mr Hoyle, vhen he bad not given 
me above forty lessons, said I was one of bis best 
scholars. I thooght then witib myael^ tbdt, if once 
I was at liberty, I would leave play, and take to 
reading romances, things so forbidden it our house, 
and so ruled at, that it was itnpossiUe not to fancy 
them very cbamiing^ Most ug^ortunately, to save 
me from abst^ute undatifulness, just aa I was mar- 
ried, came dear Brag into fashion, and ever since 
it has been the joy of my life ; so easy, so dwerful 
and careless, so void of thought, and so genteel ! 
Who can help loving it ? Yet the perfidious thing 
has used me very ill of late, and to-morrow I should 
hare changed it for Faro. But, oh ! thb detestable 
to-morrow, a thing always expected, and never 
found.— — Within these few hours must 1 bediBg- 
ged into the country. The wretdi, sir, left me in 
a fit, which his threatenings had occa^oned,' and 
unmercifully ordered a post-chaise. Stay I cannot, 
. fi)? money I have none, and credit I cariDot get. 
■ ' ' But £ will make the monkey play with mre'tA 
piquet upon the road for all I want. ' I am almost 
sure to beat biro, and his debts of honour I know' 
he will pay. Then who can tell but I may stiA ^ 
come back and conquer I^dy Facko- ? Sir, you 
need not print this last scheme, and, upon second 
tiioughts, you may.— —Oh, distraction ! the post- 
chaise is at the door. Sir* puUish what you will, 
only kt it be printed without a name. 
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— Jf H&M dieen^ eopa tarrtiu, 
a martifera atfiiciaidbt.'—'iav. 



Sosae who ihe dept}u of eloquetice have fbund. 

In that uBnangftble itream were dTOwn'd.— — Bkyoxk. 



t All the modest young man whom you favoured 
with your advice, in s Ute pap«-; and, as I am 
very far from Buspccting that you faeeuw the num- 
beriess inoonvHiiencies which 1 have, by following 
it, brought upou myielf,. i will lay my condition 
open before you, for you seem bound to extricate 
me from the perplexitieii in which your eounad, 
however intwcent in the intention, has contributed 
to invoive me. 

You tdd me,, as you thought, to my comfort, 
that a writer might easily find means (^ introducing 
Iiis genius to the worldi for the " prewes of England 
were open." Thie 1 have now fatally expnienced ; 
ttte press i^ indeed, open. 



-*— Fatilii d- 

Koetea at^ iie* pOtet atrijaaua iXfu.— viao. 

The gates of hell in Ofea night and dajr ; 

Smooth the deaoent, hhI eaaj ia.the way-T— — SiTtniii. 

The means of doing hurt to ourselves are always 
at band. 1 immediafaely seat to a praitw. and eon- 
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traeted tp^lli bim for an impres^n of severalthou- 
sands of my jsamphlet. ' While it was at the press, 
t was seMom abseitt from the printing-house, and 
cofitiniially urged the workmen to haste, by soti- 
dtations, promises, and rewards. From tht day 
all other pleasures were «xdaded, by the d«Ugfat- 
ful employment of correcting tbe^ sheets ;' and fi-om 
the night, sleep generally was banished, by antici- 
pations of the ha[^ine$s which every hour was 
bringing nearer. 

At last the time of publication apprdaobed, and 
my heart beat wHb the raptures of an author, . I 
was above' all little precautions, and, in defianee^ 
envy en: of criticism, set my name apon the tU^ 
without sufficiently eonsideriug, that what has once 
passed the press is irrevbeable, and thi^ though the 
printingF>hon86 may properiy be compared to the 
infernal regions, for the facility of its entrance, and 
the difficulty with which agthws return iiwa it ; 
yet there is this diflPerence, that a great genius can 
never return to bis 'former state, by^a happy draogfat 
of the waters of obliviiHi. 

I am now, Mr Rambler, known to be an audior, 
and am condemned, irreversibly oonAemned, to all 
the miseries of high reputaticm. The first morning 
after publication ray friends assembled about me ; 
X presented each, as is usual* with a oopy of my 
'book. They looked into the -first pages, but were 
hindered, by their admiration, from readin^g fur- 
ther. The first pages are, indeed, very eliUx)rate. 
Some passages they particularly AvrtUt upon, aa 
more eminently iiieauUflil than- thereBt*,^^' some 
d^icate stnkeai.aad teeiet -etegamiet,-:! pointwd 
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joat to>:A«m, vhicb. biKl OBoi^wd thor (obaervatian. 
-I tboi' b^iged of Uwn to fwbcstr thar oonpU- 
nenta^ and invited tfaera^ I could do no, leaa, \» 
dine.flfith. nie Bt.a tayeni.. After dinafir. ^^ boc4c 
was lemjiBed i. but their pnases vay often so much 
overpowered mj modesty. tb«t I w» forced to p\|t 
about tlie ^sw, wd bad,often no ineapus. of i^pr^as- 
iag \he,<i\axaoanioX their »diairMioB ; but by thj/a- 

deriog to the drawer for another bottle. 

Next morning another set of ray «^DmntqQoe 
floagnt[d«ited me upon my pniivnauu», with such 
importuiuty of pnue^ that I wi^ a|pin fotc^ to 
obviate thdr dvilities by a treat. On the third 
day, 1 had yet a |^eat«r number of applaud^n to 
put to silence in the same manner; and, on tlw 

. fourth, dioae whom I had entertained the first day 
«ame a^wi, having, in the perusal of the ronain- 
ing part of the book, cUsoovered so many fwdUe 

. aeiMtcaoes; and masterly toudies. tliat it was impo»< 
able for. me lo bear tbe repetition of their oom- 
mcadatwpfl, I tb^e£we persuaded them once 
more to adjourn to the ^fBvem, and choose soqie 
otli«isiibjeft,.<»i-wbichIm}gbt share in thwotm- 

. venatioR. But it ma not in their power to with- 
hold' Uie»; attention from my peifbnmuc^ which 
had ao. entire^ taken possession of th^ minds, 

' that no. enbeslties of mine could change their to- 

: |WV <wd..I wws obliged bo aUfle, with daret, that 
.pnuse which s^thor my, modesty oould hinder, nor 
my aneasinms n^resa. 
The wholerweek was tJbus apeot in a kind of 

JBterar;t.revel,.and X have now found th&t nothing 
is .i0i.eSp^[iHW;«4 great alnlitiesr unless there is 
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^ined widi them an insatiable eage!me$B <^ iwdKi 
&x to escape finm the pain of beatiiig myielf ex- 
alted above the greatest namei. dead and livii^ 
«f the leamed world, it bat already cost me two 
hogsheads of port, fifteen gaUoos of arrack, ten 
dozen of claret, and fire and forty btrttles of 
diampagne. 

I was resolved to stay at borne no longer, and 
therefore rose early and went to the co£fee house ; 
but found that I bad now made myself too eminent 
{<x happiness, and that I was no longer to enjoy the 
ideasure of mixing, upon equal terms, with the rest 
of the world. As soon as I enter the room. I see 
part of the OMnpany raging with envy, which they 
endeavour to conceal, sometimes with the ^pear- 
ance of laughter, and sometimes witii tint of con- 
tempt; but the disguise is socb, that 1 can disco- 
ver Ihe secret rancour of their beart^ and aa envy 
is deservedly its own punishment, I frequemtly. in- 
du^ myself in tormendug them with my jpresence. 

But though there may be some slight aatisfactipa 
teeeived firom the mortification of my enemies, yet 
ray benevolence will not saffac me to takeai^^fdeft- 
sure in tbe tenors of my friends. I have been . 
eautious, since the ai^Karance of my work, not to 
give mysdf mtnre premeditated airs of superiority*^ 
than the most rigid bnmility might ^Uow. It is, 
indeed, not impossible that I may sometimca have 
laid down my opinion, in a. manner tiiat shewed a 
consdousness of my ability to mmntain it, oi in- 
terrupted . the oonvOTsation, when ] saw its ten- 
den^, without su£^ing tbe iBpeaker to waste his 
lime in explaining his sentioKnta ; and* indeed, I 
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did indulge myself ftr two days in a castam of 
dmmming witb my fingen, when the oompany 
b^an to lose tfaemsdves in abstirdities, or to eo- 
croadi upon subjects wbidi I knew tbem unquali- 
fied to ^scuss. But I generally acted with great 
appearance ai respect, even to those whose itupi> 
dity I {Htied in my heart Yet, notwithstanding 
this exemplary moderation, so universal is'the dread 
of uncommon powers, and such the utiwilfingneas 
of mankind to be nuide wiser, that I have now fat 
HNXie days found mysdf shunned by all my ac- 
quaintance. If I knock at a door, no body is at 
home ; if I enter a co£Eee-hous^ I have the box to 
myself. I live in the town like a Hon in bis de- 
lert, or an eagle on bis rock, too great' for friend- 
ship OK society, and condeiUned to solitude by un- 
happy elevation and dreaded ascendency. 

l^or is my character only formidable to others, 
but burdensome to myself. I naturally love to talk 
without much thmking, to scatter my merriment 
at tandom, abd to relax my thoughts with ludi- 
crous remarks and fandful images ; but such is 
now the importance of my optdioD, tbat I am afraid 
to offer it. lest, by being estaUished too hastily into 
a maxioa, it should be the occasion of error to half 
the nation; and such is the expectation with which 
I am attended, when I am going to speak, that I 
frequently pause to reflect whether what I am about 
to utter is worthy of myself. 

This, sir, is sufficiently nnserable ; hot there are 
stiU greater calamities behind. You must have read 
in Pope and Swift how men of parts have bad their 
dosets rifled, and their cabinets broke open, at the 
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init^{ataon of piratical booksellen. for the pnfit of 
tlieir works ; and it is apparent that th«-e are many 
prints now sold in the shops, of men whom you 
cannot suspect of sitting for that purpose, and 
whose likenesses must have been certainly stolen 
when tfadr names made thdr faces vendible. These 
considerations at first put me on my guard, and I 
have, indeed, found sufficient reason for my cau- 
tion, for I have discovered many people «camining 
my countenance, with a cuiiosi^ that shewed th^r 
iotention to draw it ; I immediately left the house, 
but find the same behaviour in another. 

Others ma^ be persecuted, but I am haunted ; 
I have good reason to believe that eleven painters 
are now dogging me, fi>r thr^ know that he who 
can get my kce first will make his fortune. I often 
change my wig, and wear my hat ova my eyes, by 
.which I hope somewhat to confound them ; for you 
know it ia not fair to sell my &ce, without admit* 
ting me to share the profit 

I am, however, not so much in pain for my face 
as f(Mr my papers, which I dare neither carry with 
me nor leave behind. I have, indeed, taken some 
measures for their preservation, having put them 
in an iron chest, and fixed a padlock upon my 
closet. I diange my lodgings five times a week, 
and always remove at the dead of night 

Thus I live, in consequence of having given too 
great proofs of a predominant genius, in the 8C^ 
tude of a hermit, with the anxiety of a miser, and 
the caution of an outlaw ; afraid to shew my &ce 
lest' it should be copied ; afraid to speak, lest I 
should .injure my character ; and to write, lest my 
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•ormpmdeBts should paW^ my letters; atway* 
uneuy kst ray aervanta sfaould ite^ my papers fat 
the ssfce of money> ox my fHends for tfaat of fin 
public. This it u to soar above the vest o£ bmui- 
kind; and this repi*eaeiitatim I lay before you, 
tiiat i m^ be .infonned how to divest myself of 
the launsls which are so cumbersome to the wearer, 
and descend to the enjoymeat of that qwet; from 
which I find a writer of the- first «faM so fatally 
debarred. 

HISELLUS. 
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I ATe non oraetda cerhan, 
Std taort eeHafiKit,'-~-i.ot:At, 

Let Otete vetk nind^ wba live Id doubt and fear. 

To joggling priests finr oracles lepair ; 

One certain hoar of death toeat^ decreed. 

My fixt, 1117 G^tain aonl, frotn doubt has freed.^— sows. 

It is recorded of some eastern monarcb, that he 
kept an officer in bis house, whose employment it 
was to remind him of his mortaUtjr, by calling out 
every morning, at a stated hour, " Remember, 
prince, that thou sbalt die !" And the contempla- 
tion of the frailness and uncertainty of our present 
state appeared of so much importance to Solon of 
Athens, that he left this precept to future ages ; 
" Keep thine eye fixed upon the end of life." 

A frequent and attentive prospect of that mo- 
ment, which must put a period to all our scheme^ 
and deprive us of all our acquisitions, is indeed of 
the utmost efficacy to the jast and rational regula- 
tion of our lives ; nor would ever any thing wicked, 
or often any thing absurd, he undertaken or prose- 
cuted by him who should begin every day with a 
serious reflection that he is bom to die. 

The disturbers of our happiness, in this world, 
are our desires, our griefs, and our fears; and to 
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dl theses the eonsidention of niMtaditj u a oertaui 
uid adequate lemadj, Tfaink, says Epictetus, On- 
quently on poTsrty, bBnUhment, and death, and. 
thou wilt then never indDlge Titrieot denres, or 
give up thy heart to mean aentinients, ^ iit**lf 

nmii* iifcfw*)), Sin.iv" '' "" **fii * '>f '"»^> 

That the niaKiin <^ fipictetus is Ibpnded on just 
observatiDn wUl easHy be granted, when we t9- 
flect, how ^bat vehemence of esgera^ after tb« 
eommoa oligeots of pucsuut is kindled in our minds. 
We represent to ourselves the pleMures of some 
fiitUre.poMeisittn. and «u0er nur thoughts ta dwell 
attentiT^ly upon it, till it hais whoHy .engrossed t^ 
imaginatiw. and peewits us not to jconoeive any 
happiness but its attainment, or any misery hut its 
loss; every otlier satisfaction which the bon^ty of 
Providence. has scaMsred over life is neglected as 
inconsiderable, in eoeaparisoq o£. the groat olgepk 
whifAk we -baT<e; pkced befpre.as, and is thrown 
from, us «« incmaherit^'our. activity, or trampled 
under footaa standing in our way. 

J&v^y man bis. eKperienced how much of this 
ardour has been Demitted. when a sharp or tedipus 
dckness has set death .before his eyes, . The ex* 
tensive influence of greatness, tbe glitter ftf weaUfa« 
the praises of adihirers, and tbe attendai^ce of. sup- 
plicants, have appeared vain and efnpty thii^gs, 
when ^le last hour seemed to be oppnw^ing; 
and the same appearance they would always have« 
if the same Uwught was always ivedominant. We 
should then .find tbe absurdity pf stretching out 
our arms, iacessantly to grasp that which we can- 
not ioeep, and wearing «ut onr lives in endeavovu* 
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Mbe ftmwdailDii itself U ibaking. aod^ths yrm—l <!■ 
WbicfVtlMandff.isvioaldcringflnniy?, : .:' iii 

' All'tiivy ispcoportioBate to.dc«iae9'nre awiUDt 
efuy at ^« Bttainmeaks nf vnofefae^ aocDntii^ v» 
ve tMhk our own iMytw w w woaki hs odvanead 
by the addition of that wbtch -he «itfafaoldk^if«(Hn 
#j; Btfd ^iwefbK wfaaterer defmam iimiodetate 
ttf^hes. wilV at tte niotf time/ Mt tbc tenrt^K 
^bnl the corroBien oi eawy,<atid taatmf^ m (from 
tUnt vioe -wbioh )i, above' moat «tbcn, tnmtatiog 
ttr oarselres, bateM to the woiidr and ^odiMtfera 
i^ xaean taiiQcea, and sordid prafccta >. Hcilut 
considers how aeon he mutt ddcekwlift^ wilL&fd 
nothing of Bo mu^ impwtance as to icktscit'wdl; 
and wiUf ther^>r^ look 'with indififercscpi uy«i 
whatever is useless to (hat puipoM. ■ Whotm i«. 
fleets frequenUy upcm the uncectaintT^ d iaanrwn 
dnratkHi/wiU find out, thattfae ^tfate .of? otiwn^lt 
not more paa>aneDt» and timt vrfaifei «bb <onl«r 
nothing on himself veiy deunfale; dnflDt ao nraofa 
iiDproTetbe condition of a riv^, as. to Uaidu^liHU 
niu<^ superior to &ow from wlrant-lK Ins fiawiit 
the prixe, a price too mean to desnvaisr.Tny od^ 
stinate opfMHtioD. 

Even grief, that pitaaiiHi-to vrliidi tiie vidbiovs 
and tender mind is particulariy subject, 'i^.-be 
obviated at aUeviated fay tlw sMiie tiuui^ta.' It 
will be obviMed, if alt the UeKmgaof owr oondi- 
t»»i are enjoyed wiAa ooutast'seusiof^^s un. 
certui tenure. If hk: xenHatber.fthat wlntaver 
we possess is to be in <mt iamis hvAtfimy iitUe 
tfane, and that the litlle whit^ trac- moat Icvtigr 
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.'iMpcsaw fname at, tnajr be iMd» l«i» b(r (<* 
JhaiwrK^aieidento; we dnU not luueii wpine^t 
a km, of whidi we cannot estinate the .nrsbua, ibvt 
of i^kb, thoi^' weiaranob able to teU tbe least 
nuKintv we know, wifek st^neUbicertlKintjr, . the 
-greatest, and tee eovfimed ^tfaat tb&, ^vaCeat is 
not mtii^.to bertgiettdd; -'j. .' 
. Batrifanypatrian haasoitniGfeuaiHrpcd'our oo- 
dn-standln^ as not to EufiiBr as to'e^joy advantages 
with the noBderation preKribed 1^ leason, it is not 
too-lale-to ap^ kUs remcdf, wfatti' we &)d -our- 
seivw iin|cing under borow, and r inclined . ta t^np 
far that vriaxk u arecoTeraUy vanished. We may 
then tnefuUy xerolve the unoertunty of our own 
eonditioH, and the fi^y of laownting that from 
wUdi^^it had stayed fa little longer^ we should 
eursetves have been t^eo away. 

With regard to the sharpest and most mdtiag 
sccTow, that wihich arises ftom the -loss of those 
whon «c faave lond wit^ t«Dd«iMS% it may be 
obsonred, that- Mebdablp between mortals can be 
ctntwtted anno ottertetma, tiian that one mttst 
soae ttne moum foe Uk odier's death : And this 
gri^ will always, yield to the siimvor one oonso- 
lation proportionate to his afflldaon; fox the pain, 
whatever it be, that iie faimarif ftek, his friend has 
escaped. ■- 

Nw is &ar, the mast overbearing; and restless 
of aU our paasion^ less tO'lw tewpetated by this 
universal oKdicine of the nund. The fre^ient 
contemplation of death, as it ifaowstiie vwi^ of 
all human good, ditoovaci likewise the Mghtness 
of all terrestrial evi^ whwh certainly can last no 
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long«Pthaii tiie subject upon -whaak it Mt8;i«Dd 
Mcoiding to ibe old obsemtioDi murt be shortcx^ 
ik it is ttUMk violent The moit cnnd ciluaitjr 
Mich misfortune can produce; muiti by the nv* 
ottbity of nature, be qoickly art sn end. The aouI 
euinot Icmg be held in prison, but wiH fly mray. 
and leave a lifeless body to human malioe. 

4Jid uanng inocki tlie brokeo ftame below. 

' The titmost that we can threaten to oile another 
is that death, which, indeed, we may predpitate, 
but cannot retard, and from which, therefore, it 
cannot become a wise nian to bay a reprieve at 
the expaice of virtue, since be knows not how 
small a portion c^time he can purchase, but knows, 
diat whether short or long, !t will b« made less 
valuable by the remembrance of the price at which 
It has been obtained. He is sure that be destroys 
fats happiness, but is not sure that he lehgth^s his 
Kfe. 

Hie known shortness of life, as it oirght ft) tno> 
derate our passions, may likewise, with equal pro- 
priety, contract our designs. There Is not time 
for Uie most forcible genius, and most acdvie in- 
dustry, to extend its effects beyond a certain sphwe^ 
To project the conquest of the world, is the mad^- 
ness of mighty princes ; to hope for exceHenee' in 
evety sdence, has been the folly of literary heroei^'; 
and both have found at last, that they have panted 
for a height of eminence denied to humanity, alrd 
have lost many opportuniHcs of making themselves 
ns^iil and ba[^y, by a vain amtHtion <tf obtaining 
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a speoei c^hoBour, which the etero&l Uws cf Fn>- 
videnee have placed beycHid the reach of man. 

The miscarriages of the great desigDS of princes 
are recorded in the histories of the world, but aie 
of little use to the bulk of mankind, who seem very 
little interested in admonitions againat errors 
which they cannot commit. But the fate of learned 
amlntion is a proper subject for every scholar to 
consider ; for who has not had oeomOn to regret 
the dissipation of great abilities in a boundless mul- 
tiplicity of pursuits, to lament the sudden desertion 
of excellent designs, upon the o&r of some other 
subject made inviting by its novelty, and to observe 
the inaccuracy and deficiencies of works left un&< 
mshed by too great an extension of the plan ? 

It is always pleasing to observe, how much more 
our minds can conceive, than Our bodies can per- 
form ; jret it is our duty, while we continue in this 
complicated state, to regulate one part of our com- 
position by some r^fud to the other. We are not 
to indulge our om-poreal appetites with pleasures 
that impair our inteUectaal vigour^ new graUff our 
minds with sdtemes which we know our lives must 
fail in attempting to execute. The urioertainty t^ 
our dura^n ought at once to set bounds to oui: 
designs, add add incitements to our industry ; and 
when we find ourselves inclined either to immeo- 
uty in our schemes, or sluggishness in our endea- 
vours, -we may eithn t^eck, or animate, ourselves, 
by recollecting, with the father irf phync, " that 
art is long, and life is short." 



^cbyGooglc 



lis THE BAHBLEA. No. ]& 



No, 1& SATURDAY, MAY 19, 17S0, 

IBie moire earentibuM, 
Frii^gtm mullef teiHperat ianocetu, 
JVn thtata regit tn'riun 
CMyiuuc,iip:vUldi>JUit<id*lteroi 

Dot tft magna pareaiian 
Tirhu, et metnent aHerim tori 
CertoJMerr coitifot.— -hoi. 

Net there the goiltien Btep-dune knows . , 

The bakflil dni^t fin orphaaB to compose; 

No wife high pordon'd rules her iponse, 
Or troBti her esKnc'd lorer's faithlew towb : 

The loren then fbr daw'ry claim 
T)u> &thei'B virtue, aod the tpotless fame, 

Whidi Aftea not break the nuptial tie-— — r&ANCia^ 

Theue is no observation more Jrequaitly made 
by such as employ themselves ni surVeying the 
conduct, of mankind, than that marriage, thoagb 
tbe dictate of nature^ and the institution of Fh>vl- 
dence, is yet very often the cau% of misery, -and 
that those who enter into that state' cM seldom 
'forbear tp express their repentance; and their enVy 
of those whom either chance or oaiitiob hath with- 
hddfrom it. i ' 

This general unhappioess has given occasion to 
many sage inarms among the serious, and simart 
remarks among the gay \ the mor^^t and the writor 
of epigrams have equfdly showA their abilities npon 
it; some have lamented, and some have ridiculed 
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It ; but as the &culty of writing has beoi due&y a 
masculine endowment, the reproach of making the 
wotid miserable has been always thrown upon the 
women, and the grave and the merry have equally 
thought themselves at liber^ to C(»iclude either 
with declamatory complaints, or satirical censurca, 
of female folly or fickleness, ambition w cruelty, 
extravagance or luit. 

Led by such a number of examples^ and incited 
by my share in the common interest, I sometimei 
venture to consider this universal grievance, hav- 
ing endeavoured to divest my heart of all par- 
tiality, and i^eee myself as a kind of neutral being 
between the sexes, whose clamours being equally 
vented on both sides with all the vehemence of 
Stress, all the appai^t ctmfidence of justice, and 
all the indignation , of injured virtue, seem entitled 
to equal regard. The men have, indeed, by thek 
superiority of writing, been able to collect the evi- 
dence of many ages, and raise prgudices in their 
favQur by the v^ierable testimonies of philosophers, 
.hiytoriKis, and -poets, but the pleas of the ladies a^ 
. p^al to^ pa^ions of more forcible operation than the 
rerar^nee of antiquity. If they have not so grea^ 
itamesi on Uieir sid^ they have stronger arguments; 
Jt-ui-to. U^le purpose, that Socrates, or Euripides 
are produced ^[ainst the sighs of softiieas, and tl^e 
tears of beauty. The most frigid and inexorable 
judge would at least stand suspended between equid 
pqijTj^rs, as Lucan was perplexed in the determina- 
jdon of the cause, wbece the deities were on one 
sid^ and. C^ on the other. 

But I, who have long studied ti^e severest and 
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nioet abstracted philosophy,' have now, in the cod 
maturity of life, arrived at sudi coimfiand over wy 
passions, that I can hear the vociferations of eith« 
sex without catching any of the fire from thqae that 
utter them. For I have found, by long expmenoe, 
that a man vill sotnetimes rage at his wife, when 
in tealtty his mistress hasx^fended him ; and a lady 
complain of the cruelty of her husband, when she 
has no other enemy than bad cards. I do not su& 
fer myself to be any longer imposed upm by oaths 
oQ one side, or fits on the otho* ; nor when the husv 
band hastens to the tavern, and the lady retires to 
her closet, am I always confident that th^ are 
dHven by their miseries ; since I have HometiBiea 
reason to believe, that they purpose not so much 
to soothe their sorrows, as to animate their fiiry. 
But how little credit soever may be given to par<* 
ticular accusation^ the general aocumulation of 
tiie charge shews, with too much evidmee, - tliat 
married persons are not very often advanced id 
felicity ; and, therefore, it may be prtfper ' to exr 
amine at what avenues so many evih have m&dcr 
their way into the world. With this purpose. X 
have reviewed the lives of my friend^ who faav* 
been least successful in connulnal contraeta, an4 ' 
attentively considered by what motives tiiey wem 
incited to marry, and by what principles they re* 
gulated their choice. 

One of the first (^ my acquaintances that re- 
solved to quit the unsettled Uioughtleis condition 
o( a bachelor, was Prudentius, a man t)f ^w 
parts, but not without knowledge or judgment id 
things wlucb fa6 had tosure to omuder gradndUy 
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b4f<)i« li« d^termiDetl them. Whenever we met 
at a taverOi it; w»s tus province to settle the schenie 
<^our eoteftainment, cpotract with the cook, and 
u^Di us iwhen we had called for wine to the sum 
ori£i()#y proposed. This grave oonsiderer found, 
by d^p m^tstiQiif that a man was f)o loaer by 
Bwn^ine early, even though he contented hiqiself 
with a lott fortune ; for e^mating the ^act worth 
of avnuitiea, be fot^nd t}ii(t« considering t^e con. 
stfWt dimioMtion of the va^ue of.Ufe, with the fo- 
bshl^ fall «f .the interqtt of money, it was no^ 
w«rse to ^ra tea thousand pounds at the age of 
two and tweaty years than a much J^ger fortune 
at thirty ; for many opportunities, says he, occur 
of improving money, whidt if a man misses, he 
mi^ not afterwards recover. 

Full a£ these redecti<xi9, he threw tus eyes about 
Inm, not in aench of bemily or ele^nce, dignity 
ov understanding, but of a woman with ten thou- . 
sand pounds. Sueh a woman, in a wealthy part 
of.theUngdom. it was not v^ difiScult to find; 
aoA (^ artfiil ssauagement with her father,. whosA 
avbiJaon was to make hia dj|U|^ter a gentlewwoaD, 
n^. .fiaend got teiv as. b? boasted to us in otmlidence 
two d^ys after his nuuriage, Sqt « settlement of 
s0veQty4hree pounds a year less than her iortune 
n^ht have chimed* aiod leift than he wotdd him. 
td£ have given» if the fbob had been Iwt wise 
coou^ to d^«y the bargain. 

Tiu»» Btooee delighted with tW supfrioTity of 
his parti ai^ the gugmentaition of his iortuact he 
carried Furia to hk onn bousf^ in wlwh he nev« 
i^^wiRKds enjoyed ok hmv oC hi^pinew. For 
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Fbria was a wretch of HieuV itltdleefs, Ttoteftf 
^ssions, a strong voice, and k>ir education, viib^ 
out any sense of happiniess bttt that irtifeh coo^ 
^sted in eating and coimtiiig money. Furia "vras 
a scold. Tfiey agreed in the desife of wealtti, biK 
witli this diffference, that Frudentius was for grow' 
ingridh by gain, Furia by parsimony. Prudentiiw 
would venture liis money with chances Tny-mu^ 
in his fiivourv but FuHa very wisely observing; 
that what they had was; while they had it; th^ 
oton^'thought all traffic too great a hazard, and 
was for putting it out at low interest, upon good 
secu^i^p-• Prudentius ventured, howeve*-, to in- 
sure a ship at a very unreasonable price, but hapi^ 
pening to lose his money, was so tormented witit 
the clamours of hu wife, that be never durst try a 
second experiment. He has now grovelled seven 
and forty years under Furia's direction, who never 
once mentioned him, since his had luek, 1>y any 
other name than that of fAe insurer. 

The next that married ftoxn our sodety 'was FkK» 
rentius. He happened to see Zej^yretta in a dia^ 
riot at a horserace, danced with her at nigfat, Wft9> 
confirmed in bis first ardour, waived on hw next 
morning, and deobred bimsetf her lover. Floveni 
lius had not knowledge enough of the votid, to 
distinguish between tbe flutter <^ eoqutia^; find 
the sprigbUineSs <tf wit. or between the smUe «£ 
allurement, and that of eheerfubiess^ He ww 
soon awaked from his rapture, by conviction that 
bis pleasure was bat Hie pleasure of a day. Zei 
phyretta had in four and twen^ ho«n spent hav 
stoek-f^ repartee, gone round t3)e drde of :te« 
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»rsj. and ha/i, opthiuff Eemainuig for htm ]>ujt ^liUflif 
ish iDupulity, orfiw herself, but the practM;e..of 
the same mti&^ct u{i6n new mep.. . 

Mdissui was a . nun of parts, capable of eigpy^ 
ing amt of improving life. He had p^swd through 
tfaeTariouRMeoesof ganty v/'ith that indifib^ce 
■od pwaession pf hitn^el^ uatiird. to .nen. ,«^ 
. hQve somothipg higho^ and noUiv in their ^ro- 
tpBCt. Aetiong to spend the summer in « village 
tittle frequrated, he huppraed tp lodge *n ^ 
same house with lantbe, and was unavoid^ly 
drawn to. some acqualDtance, which her wit and 
politeness soon invited him to improve. Having 
DO oppcHftunity of any other company, they were 
^wi^s tc^etber ; and as they owed their pleasures 
to eaeh .other, they began to forget that any plei^ 
sure, was ngoyed before thor meeting. Melissus. 
from being deU^ted with her company, qjiickly 
beg^n to be uneasy in her absence, and being .suf^ 
6ciently convinced of the force of her understaod- 
iugtiand fipdingt «s he imsgined, such a conformity 
ojfiteqoper as declared them formed for each other* 
sddr^wd fav as a lover, afler no very long court- 
sb^ Qbteined her for his. wife^ and brought her 
next.ntintedo t^n in ti;iumph. 
. Now began their infelicity. Melissus bad only 
lew her in one Bc«u^ when there was no variety 
<if ol^eots, to {vodacc the proper exdtements to 
oe^xary desirsi. They had both loved solitude 
and r^eetiooj where there was nothing hut soli- 
tude aad mflectjion to be loved ; but when they 
«une iato pttUio life, Janthe discovered those 
VMshws »rjqch.jficcsdent r^)ier than hypocrisy ha4 
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hltlKvto coDOealed. She waa, indeed, not wiUuHit 
the power of thioldn^ but wai wholly without iba 
exertion of that power when either gaiety or splen* 
dour playied on her ima^nation. She was expen- 
i^reinher diversions, vehement in her paaiion^ 
ioBatiate of pleasure, however dangcious to her 
npatation, and eager of applause, by whoanfoem 
it might be givrai. This was the wife iriiich Me- 
Uttus the philosopher found in bis retirement and 
Irom whom he expected an associate in his studies, 
and an assistant to his virtues. 

Frosapiu^ upon the death of his younger hnv 
tber, that tiie family might not be extinct, mar- 
ried bis housekeeper, and has ev^ since been 
comj^aiqing to bis friends that mem notlcms an 
instilled into bis chtldren, that he is ashamed to 
sit at his own ti^ble, and that his house is uneeqr 
to him for WMit of suitaUe companions. 

Avaro, master of a very lai|[e estate, took a 
woman of bad reputation, recommeoded to Mm 
by a rii^ uncle, who made that mvriage the con- 
ditiim on which be should be his heir. Avaro 
now wonders to percdve bis own fortune, his 
wlf^ and bis ubqIc^s, insufSraent to give bim that 
happiness which is to be found only with a woman 
of virtua 

I intend to M«8t ui more papen on this import- 
ant artide oi life, and Aall, thcT^xe, meke-' no 
raflcotion upon these hietories, exe^t that all 
wbenB 1 havv mentioned &iled to obtain baj^P** 
Qcas, for want of mniidcrii^ Aat manau^ is the 
strictest tie erf* perpetual- friendship; that thcnr 
cw b» no friend^p wiAwat cMfitkncaf anil ae 
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oonfidenoe without integrity ; and that be miufc 
expect to be vretcbed, who pays to beauty, ridMM; 
or pc^t^esB, that regard which only virtue aad 
piety can claim. 



No. 19. TUESDAY, MAY 2S, 1760. 

Bmn U eautidieKm, ditm te modo rhetorajingu, 

Bt MM Jtetrmu, Tnn, quid tut ««Ut, 
^<Uo* S; priani Irantif, irel NeHarit atiu, 

El ierHmfaeratjam tibi detinere. " • 
Bja, agt, tmnft martu, jho (c rpettabitittu tuque f 

Dim 9wrf m i^mat,jm^ petet et*t miU.>n— hakt. 



To ifaetwic now, and now to kw indin'd, 
UooertoJB wbcn to fix Ay gfaingtng mind j 
OU Priam's igem Neatsr'i ma; be out, 
And thou, O TwiniB ! sUU go ob in doubt. 
Gwoe then, how long sndi wirering ihill wa aae ? 
Tb«a mayit doubt on ; thou now cuut tiotliing b«. 

F. LfWU. 



It is never without very melanohdy reflectionf, 
that we can obsmre ttie misocmduot, or miiear* 
riage, of those men, who sean, by the foroe of 
uadentandk^ or extent of knowledge, exempted 
from the.gensnl fraUtiea of human oatuie, and 
privileged froiq the oonboon infeUoities of liie: 
Though atve wmU is crowded wiUi Bcenes of 
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Comity, we look upon the general mass oi 
wretchedness with very little regard, and fix our 
eyes upon the state of particular perscms, whom 
the eminence of their qualities marks out from 
the multitude; as in reading an acconnt of a bat* 
tie, we seldom reflect on the vulgar heaps oi 
slaughter, but follow Uie hero with our whole at. 
tention, through all the varieties of his fortune^ 
without a thought of the thousands that are &!!• 
ing round him. 

With the same kind of anxious veneration I 
have for many years been making observations 
on the life of Polyphilus, a man whom all his 
acquaintances have, from his first appearance in 
the world, feared for the quickness of his discmi- 
ment, and admired for the multiplicity of hts at- 
tainments, but whose progress in life, and use- 
fulness to mankind, has been hindered by the su- 
perfluity of his knowledge, and the celerity of his 
mind. 

Folypbilus was remarkable, at the school, for 
surpassing all his companions, without any viable 
application, and at the university was distinguished 
equally for his successful progress as well through 
the thorny mazes of science, as the flowery path 
of politer literature, without any strict confine- 
ment to hours of study, or remarkable forbearance 
of the common amusements of young dien. 

When Polyphilus was at the age in which men 
usually choose their profesnon, and prepare to en- 
ter into a public character, every academical eye 
was fixed upon him ; aU li^ere curious to inquire 
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whst tlus oniTersal genius would fix upon fi» the 
emplojinent of his life; and do doubt was made 
but that he would leave all his contempcNraries be- 
hind him, and mount to the hig^t honours of 
that class in which he should inlist himself, withr 
out those delays and pauses whidi must be aiduK4 
bjr meaner alnlities. 

Polyphilus, Uiough by no means insolent or as- 
sumiiigi had been sufficiently encouraged, by un- 
interrupted success, to place great ccmSdaice in 
his own parts ; and was not below his compamons 
in the indulgence of his hopes, and expectati<HU 
of the astonishment with which the woiid would 
be struck, when first his lustre should break out 
upon it ; nor could he forbear (for whom does not 
constant flattery intoxicate ?) to join sometimes in 
the mirth of bis friends, at the sudden disappear* 
ance of those, who, having shone a whil^ and 
drawn the eyes of the public upon tbar feeble 
radiancy were now doomed to &de away before 
him. 

It is natural for a roan to catch adyantageout 
notions of the condition which those with whinn 
he converses are striving to attain. Folyphilus 
in a ramble to London, fell accidentally among 
the physicians, and was so much pleased with the 
prospect of turning philoso{^y to profit, and so 
highly delighted with a new tiieory of feve^ 
which darted into his imagination, and whidi, 
after havibg considered it a few .hours, he found 
himself able to maintain against all the advocates 
for the andent system, that he resolved to aj^Iy 



5c by Google 



IS0 TH&IUVWi'EX' ll(}.19» 

Uiisilf tO'Matetny, bottny, and dmrniiry, iiid 
«D toftre no put uncoaquered, cdtb«r of the sni>i' 
mol. miocny, o* wgeuUe kingdoms. 

Ht ^Mftfikreiread Mttb6rg,eoiMtraated sytttma, 
M[ tried «itpei4i3DMt8; tHit» UQb^i^y, at he mu 
gotng to aet'ii new plotrt in flow«r at Chelsea^ ke 
met, in crossing Westminster to t^e tmtm, tb« 
AmcrilM^ cotoh; be had the ouiioiitgr tofbUow 
bim into Uie huU, where a mnukaUe esuw Ji^ 
poned to be tried* eed found hiniBelf «Ne .to pn>» 
chicem mwijr arguments, whii^ the Uw^en had 
(Mtitted on both sides, tbat he detennined to quit 
pbyric fbr a pnilesnon in whidi be Awnd it would 
be BO ea^ to excel, wd ^ioh pratnised higher 
bonoun, snd larger pn^ts> wiUiout melandMly- 
dttendanoe upon misery, mean nibndasion to pee- 
vfafanessi and oontiaoal interruption of rest and 
pleasure. 

He immedUtely took dhambras hi the'Tennt^iy 
bought a ootntDon-plaoe book, and oonflned Mm-' 
self for some months to the perusd o£ the statutes^ 
yaur-bot^ pleadit^ and reports ; he was a don- 
stant hearer of the courts, and begm to put eami 
Drith reasonable acocn^uy. But he so(m diseovflied, 
Iqr considering Uie fortune of lawyers, lAiat pre^-i'. 
mebt was not to be got 1^ acuteness, leatning. ai>d> 
etoqueoce. He waft perpleited by Ihe abswrditie« 
<ii attwnles, and miffitpresentations mado by Usr 
d&eata oftheir own ghusa, by the usdsM anxiety^ 
of one, add the ineessffiit importuni^' of another^ 
he b^ian to repent of having derated himself to a< 
study^ whi^ was so narrow In its eomptehcnsiw 
tbat it could never carry his name to any other 
1 

' ■ ru.:.ci:, Google 



Kb. 19. THX X41I8X.HB. Itf 

BMuitry; and tliougiit it nnmirthytrfa auik of-puM 
to sell bis life tndT- browDey. Tbe bwrennen of 
Us feUow-studcnts forcBd b&ra genendlj kito olbtt 
wmpmy at big hoars of artertaimnnri^ and uuong 
tbe mirtks of omvcrsation tfaiou^ irbicb bb eo^ 
Mnty was daily mndering', b^ by cbanee, iai^;lMl 
at a tavom wi^ tome intelligent attaen of :^* 
amy. A man of latter* wm eaaly donM wMh 
the ^^aie^ of tbnr appearance, and lofteiitd Into 
Idnduesi bf the politc&eas of thar «ddi«u; bei 
ttMrefiwe, oultivDted tins new aoquaintan«s 'Ad 
wfaen fae «w faerv neadSIy tiiey fcand in arery- plaea 
•dmissiMi and r^ard, and how faoiifiarly tbay 
nhn^ed with erery r«ik and ordar of men, be be^ 
gan to feri bii heart beat Ux military honours, and 
wondered how the prejudices of the unirtf^jr 
AouU make him so long insenriUe of that amU* 
tkm, which has fired so many hearts in evoy agc^ 
and neghgent of that calling, whiah ti, aboW all 
edttrs, uDiTCnaHy and invariaUy illostrknis, and 
Wbiob givei, evm to the extanw af^iearance c€ Ha 
ptnfessaia* a- digi^ and fieedom unknown to the 
Mt of maiAiiid. 

Tbtae faTDoeabfe impreeiioni mtM niado siltt 
deeper by his c<Mv«rsation with ladiei* whose re)> 
gard for aoldicn fae eoald not observe, wi^mrt 
wishh^ hinn^ ohe «f that ha|i^ fraternity, to 
w4ridi the female wbrkl ssem to haTe dmted 
thnr diarms and their kfndtaeMC The love of 
knowledge, whitih WW still fail predomiiMHit indl' 
nation, was grsfifitfd by ^le recital cf adventures, 
. and Mooanife of-foreign eoonttieat and thereftve 
fae eoddttded thafr there tnt no way of life in 
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«hiifealMMfiaw i i . iM uW to ddbipMfetjr •eoncdMR 
a»iq#nt sfn s^Aicn.- In «faendt i^ff«<%e lfao«illll 
ft iHft.unifluaalbvt<r,«Eaelg baiii^ tf^sanraiv^s d«# 
fiiends not very much T«-sed in ttoB-prin tflyiw rf 
tft^JKlOT. fart^ealiaa: -be tkaeBem «MiNd all 
i^tmiktvy mitBrs faottraDdeB«:Wid vinodMR, and, 
faaoboDhtiiiie^Tmdd teU faonrto bMcgMMd *iKgf 
MlttatkaUe.liMttlajtlnrt-has been 'lost *obA tlM'bK 
jinoiti^ flf thttjwoiUi He oAm diewtfdtjiti^'Cahia 
^dw AteKjNMler ahould bve fa>wi*h « tlw * In Mi 
fiongtMsH*^ wkst WBB the: fatal etror g& WMiiwiiii 
huRiChuin of Sweden ni%^ iMtTettMspedMi 
nu» at Putemra, and Maiftoroogfa o^fat iiw« 
been made to repent his temerity at Btenhelni. 
£te entrenched armies upon paper, so that do su- 
periority of numb»s oould foree tbcnl, «ad iaot- 
4eU«d in. clay many impregnable - . fortw m n, <m 
•whitii all the piment arts of attadr wohU he.'wA- 
bauated without efiect . -< ■• ■-'■' 

Folypbilus, in a dtort tJawbObtUnGd >«eoMM fa 
mi^i but before he oaold rub off 'the «BlMRiiir-«f 
a jsobclH-. and gain Ae trueuoir ot uaiU »y »iw» 
city, a war was declared, and forces seat t& -tfe 
ooBtineat H«k Polyphilai Biilwifi^-fciiiMMhat 
Btvdy alone would ttot nalw a a^Mier ; fdt'hm^ 
aawL acHutomcd to think, be IH «tie ai^ib 'M' 
danger, aiak into-hia mind, and^ftltJiMiw^ iy o a eB 
cf «p>(. action, .that tetror lahidh a^jeMener'irf 
destfa wouid have bnMighl? upon bltBf ¥i«^'i^ 
that, instead of omque^ag tMH'aerfr, tiH •Aide*>- 
TOUT of bis gay^lHsBds was oaly^to^'cee^M'^th^ai; 
buthis pbiloiophy t^iiiwd bia i^ad'to' 'it»-6^«t^ . 
and rather loaded him with shackles tbairlifniMiieA 
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tfUftimmkom apd.pwMd through tbeMBnpugn 
«p^, bo«Hi^'li4t,fiM»d hiiMclf uttcrfy aiuUe;«D 
;Wi9fi(iit«no^i». 

. Qa thw bwl nciKtne agiin to hk booki* and 
,iQW|ti&iwd .to ;nwge. from floe ttuAy to MKrtfaer. 
^4*flu>M^y wt ibim onoo a nunth, and am-ad- 
^t^ t* U«a wttfaout pnviDia notioe, I bfle 
i^MNltiiin witiuathifi laat lu)f year, decypberiqg 
4^,CbiM9e Uagmge, making ^iteoa, aoUecting 
»L|>»a^bt<Uqr of the ofaaolete twms of the English 
JsWi writii^, Mt iaquvy oonoRniiig the anti«ii| 
Codntbipa brafs, ud fenning a nev fcbame of 
,t)ie YaiiatioBB of the needk. 
., Thus ia tb» ppifcHul genias, which might have 
.•Kkended the. sphere of my soenoe, of bene^ed 
tl^ WHrld in any profession, dunpatod in a bound- 
hn.raneHjt withput profit. to others or hiflu^l 
He maiw^ sudden irrupti<Hi8 into the r^^tani of 
fc h PWk d y* .aod ^ee^. aU obstacles give w«|y. before 
hm; budteflnrer stayqi kngenopgh toaHaptetc 
4>i» c n a yff tt . tQ- catahtjrfi bw8,'or, bcmgaws^ Ibt 

■IppiU. .,.,.■..;,■ , 
V SiNlki»aftan,tfaa.i(:dl^:Qf meti. whom nrtorobas 
inal^led.to obtiwi.^kUl.and kiio«)edgi^ oa ^ms 
.Il».«l9y, Mm^ they, have no sense of tlw<vaUw'<tf 
^^ae^itttHn; ^^,an qualified to nsaliiB snd 
t9e«)jrjNagress.in kaiquig* that tbqr think them- 
«^b>"a >t lih^l7 tokutfr.utilie w^^andby tuH^ 
inig.asids,a&fsr.«^yacr 9inr otg«at» ^<n* -^ »o^ 
lika At^fplOi.itanioffQa aoMpfi!til^9> who pvev 
diligifnt^^nnwd* vnd if^hMe famiS'd^ to 

TOL. IV. K 
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' i have often thought tfaow haf^py ttat havti b^ 
fixed, frotn the fint da^tm oCtho^hV in «^Mer>- 
laitifltion t6 Bome state of life, by tlie choiee of- «nfe 
whose authority may preclude capnfle, and whose 
Jnfluencie maypt^udioe them in favour of hUf opi- 
Aioni The gennid ^«cept'Ofcon8u1Utog the gimiu^ 
is of little use, unless we are told how ^ gfeniUft 
can be known. If it is to be discdvered only by 
experiment, life will be lost bef<^ the resolution 
«an be fixed ; if any other indications are to be 
found, they may, perhaps, be very early disconed. 
At least, if to miscarry in an attempt be a proof of 
bavtog nriistftken the direction of tiie genius, mmi 
appear not less frequently deceived witli regard ' to 
^ethselves than to iathffls; and therefore ho one 
ha* nnioh reaaon to coorplain that iAa life was plan- 
ned -out by his friends, bt to be confident that he 
fehbuM have bad Mther more honour or happiness, 
by being abandoned to the chance of hia own fiincy. 
It was B(ud cf the learned Ksbop Sandetson, 
tint when he was preparing fait lecture^ be heat 
tated so tmidi. aVid rented so often, that, at the 
time of reading, he was oftm forced to produce, iQot 
what w«a best, but what happened to be at 
hand. Thb will be the state of every man, who, 
in the choice of his employment, balances' dl ^ 
flrgttmeato on every ride; the compficathn is sb 
iab4eate, the motives uad ot^ections to AumeroDa, 
tbne is BO much play for the imagination, and so 

much remains in the power of others, tot rea«t»i 
is forced at laBt to t^t in neiitifenty, the dedsion 
devi^vea Snte «he hands ci chance, and after A 
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^ix^rtiitlifes^nt in inqairies which oati nevi» 
>^hfe tdnlved, the rest mtut ioften pass in repmting 
'tile unnecessa^ deky, and' oaii be useful to few 
other pttrposes than to warn others against the same 
folly, and to sliew, thbt of two states of 1^ equally 
consistent with religion and virtue, be who chooses 
earliest choostis best 
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jtd fopultti'i jAaUrai, ^[o te inivs, et tit ade noci-— riuiua. 

Sfitb ftffaUf be to the pea^ ilnwii ; 
Th^ bow^ thy hoiae') ti^piup «jid thy own ; 
I know thee to thy bottom, from within 
Thf ehyio# centre, to di; ntmort ■Ida.-'^— otMxtr. 

Afi^ts thtmuMroW stratagems, by whldi pride 
^nij^i^cmti' to recommend folly to regard, there' is 
teanifely orfe that meets With less ^ucbess than ^^e- 
tfftiftn," bf « pferpetud cKHguiw of the teftl cbaraeter, 
fey lfctlttou» fippearanccfs • wftefliw it be, that every 
man hmn AAstfhobd, froAi the natural cetagruity of 
tKitli tdlihfttulties of reaaoft, or thatevery man is 
Jeaioas of'the bonour bf'his nndentanding, and 
thinks biis discernment consequently cdled in ques- 
tiwi;' whenever any thii^ h «Ehibited unda a bor- 
rowed'^nn. 

.Tbfe an>4rsii6tt -fttMn an kinds of disguise, what- 
ever' be' itft cMser^s' umVet«Sly ^tfbsed, and in- 
cessantly in action; nor H it riecesisary, that to 
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f»asp^tQ,d^te{Bt«Upn, or <;xQ)te conteinpt, aiijr in- 
,teBest should.. be,, ipyaded, c^.any ,Goi:Dpetition at- 
tempted; it is sufBaent, that there is an intention 
to de^vQ^AD.intentioii which every heart sweOs to 
oppose, »nd ereiy.tongueis busy. to detect , 

Tb)P reflection w^ awa^ned .in tny mind by a 
▼^y common p^actic^ among my Qo^respoiidents, 
of writir^ under .characters which they cannot sup- 
poet, which are of no use to the explanation or en- 
fqrcement of that which they describe or recom- 
.piend ; and whicli, therefore, since they assume 
them only for the sake of displaying their abilities, 
I will advise them for the future to forbear, as labo> 
rious without advantage. 

It is almost a general ambition of those wbo fa- 

, vour me with their advice for the r^^lation of my 

conduct, or their contribution for the assistance of 

my und^rstapding, to affect the style and the.najnes 

. of ladies. .And I cannot always withhold some ex- 

PC^icH) of anger, lilce Sir Hi^l^ in tbe^ comedy, 

wbWiI hAPpeOfto fiad;that a wQman has a ,b^rd. 

IiVOUSt the^fi?rQ;W^,n thegentle Phyllis,- that $he 

send me no mc^re ^tters from the Hor^e Guards ; 

8ii4.re4}|L|i{e Qf :BeUt^a^ that s^e l^e content tp re- 

- 9^ )i% P^f^siQPs .tff feni^l^, elj^an^, till , she 

. hfis tiyc^, t^i'ee weeks without ;bearipg thepoU- 

, ^fss of ^tspn's co^ee-bouse. I mt^t indulge my- 

self jfi the liberty of obseryatisp, that there w^re 

, 8<»ne allusions in Chloris's.prqduction, sufficient to 

shew that Bracton and Flowden are her favourjte 

aiifh ws; ^d that ip^ujifielia has not, been, long enough 

at home,, to ijvear tfut all t^e traces, of p|iraseoIogy. 

wh^ ;,8he leai^ied.in-tbe expedJtjo^ to Carthag^na. 
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Ainc^g all my female fiiends, ^ere was none 
who gave me more trouble to decyph'er her trde 
character, than Penthesilea, whose letter lay upon 
my desk three days brfbre I could fix Upon the 
real writer. There vrks a confusion of Images, 
and medley of barbarity, which held me long in 
suspense ; till hy perseverance I disentangled the 
perplexity, arid found that Penthesilea is the sbn 
of a wealthy stock-jobber, who spends bis momliig 
under his fathCT*s eye in Change- Alley, dines at a 
tavern in Covent-Garden, passes his evening In 
the play-house, and part of the night at a gaming- 
table, and having learned the dialects of these va- 
rious regions, has mingled' them all in a studied 
composition. 

When Lee was once told by a critic, that it 
was very easy to write like a madman ; he answer- 
ed, that it was difficult to write like a madman, but 
easy enough to write like a fobi ; and I hope to be 
Excused by my kind contributors, if, in imitation 
of this great author, I presume to remind them, 
tha^'it is much easier not to write like a man, than 
towritelikea woman.' 

, T"^ave^' indeed, some ingenious well-wisber% 
' "whbj'vjrithduC departing from their sex, have found 
ve*ry wonderful appellations. A very smart letter 
has beeti sent me from a puny ensign, signed Ajax 
Tela'mohius ; another, in recommendation of a new 
treatise upon cards, froin a gamester, who calls 
himself Sesostris : and another upon the improve- 
ments of the fishery, from Diuclesian; but as these 
Iseem only to have picked up their appellations I^ 
chance, without endeavouring at any particular 
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imposture, thdr improprieties are rather instances 
of blunder than of affectittiori, and are, therefore, 
not .equally fitt.ed to Inflame the hostile'' passions; 
for it is not folly bu^ pride, not erro^'but deceit* 
which the world means to persecute, when it raises 
the full cry of natui^ to hunt down ^fibctation. ' 

The hatred >vhidi dissimulation 'dways .d^ws ' 
upon itself, is so great, that if I (Ud not know hoV' 
much cuiming 'differs from wisdom, I shodld won- ' 
dertbat any men have sO little knomdedge of tfadt 
pVfn interest, as to aspir0 to wear a mask for Iffi^V 
tQ try to impose upon the world a character, to 
which they feel themselves void of any jqst cl^m ; 
and to hazard their quiet, their Ame, and e^en 
their profit, by exposing themselves to the dang» 
of that reproach, malevolence and neglect) which 
Mich a discovery as they have always to feax will 
certainly bring upon them. 

It might be imaged, that the pleasure of re- 
putadon should conrist in Uie satis&ctioit '•trf' hav. 
ing our opinion of our own merit conflrriled tiy the 
wifirage of the publu;; land that, to Be'ei^i^ed' 
for a quality, which a man knows fainiself to Wii^^ 
should give him no other happiness tfttti'tb^b^ 
mistaken for the owner of an estate, ovir ^^/fS&k'' 
he chances to be travelling. But he who sub^ts' 
upon aOectation, knows nothing of tbi^ d^lUiacy ; 
like a desperate adventurer in commerce, he takes 
Up reputation upon trust, mcHigageB possessions 
which he never had, and enjoys, to ^he fitthl bdur 
of bankruptcy, though with a thousand terrors and 
uixieties, the unnecessary splendour of bortowed 
riches. '- 
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^ITn^aq it to h; alw*^ dutiiygijsli^d f^ii^ 
ksfpfipi&i' M lieipg the art of oount?rfeitipg thoiQ 
qv^J^jtMr*. which W9 ' ivight, with iqi;iocence m^ 
f^9&igi bq I(ni;>wn,.t9 want^ Thus the tpan wh(^ 
19. i98a:]r 01^ ftny frau^ or to co^icea^, any ^riin^ 
JMefaPDf^,^ ligpjir? of devqtioD^. i^^4 exactn^.^ 
)'fe*.BMflfir,«'f 'UfJW"^ i iff^ his^uilll.iir jtea^Ti 
Mt^w4i.f°'<'^<^'>i'ie RH'' W '''^ false, afpeai- 
•!)«(, is n\9(^ jpe^jflioiiB.,,, Put,, he , tjiat,' with, an 
ai^wij4 .addra^b, a^d u^plet^ing countenanc^ 
Jho^ .^i the .conqiiesta ma^ 'i'y.t^i^ fmong ^|^^ 
ladies,. ,md,fpuntA, Qver. .the thpus^ds wh|ch ,tif 
najghtrbaye i)Q^se«^ if he wpa\d have subm^ted 
ta t)te yolce of matrimonyt is chargeable only with 
affectatioq. . Hypocrisy is the necess^ bprthea 
ofviUany, afl^ctation part of thechqsep trappingf 
pf foljy ; ^the PI^ cciqpletea a villain, .the other 
only finishes a fop. Contempt is the proper put 
o^hpfnt of nffei^tioR, and ,(jele«tatiw the jqst 

<»mvf"^.9ihm^f .. . 

:,yy^,*iKI fcjilWift'^." ig, .not «t present my iiiT 
'fflS8Btto,jp(jo8t(ili(^e(;thpBgh,eysn hf might jie 
*lllWo*'^.SiS^i»'SlIi P' Ttttue, bjr the necessitjr 
'^I'fiWJM^^ virt,uoaS( fii(t the man of ^ffecf 
>f/il>»imy» P«r^. l^i^ecl^ffled, hy' finding how 
tittle. l)e is,, liicely to gain by perpetual . constr^iutf 
'W4it««»'HW$i ^WtW^udrti.tew fflich .nipre se. 
WSily l?f WW ,W"^^P'>:.7W ,") esteem, by cul- 
'iUS^'VhilSf^i.lifP 4iSP^3^rig,«i.Vntfrfeit qualities,; 

1 %«» thing fe'i^FfcM ^ H*ft'J»>e'^' v.* ▼''1 
!!um>,ip,.B»Il|)l5'<>B!,.^P,the,Jpr(ilia^))jily pf attaining 
'^.fi>^,jfi,,y^f, fl^ ^ttfiinedf |ind, neither of 
these considenatinns will mu,cli (»ptribute to.' the 
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eve^rageolnit of aiSBebtRtim. Fin*, if tJie - pfaimft- 
cles.i^f^&iDe' be^tit ..best, slippety, horr imstesdy 
must his footing be who' stands tijion pinnadcs 
v^^^tffyuodiAKioA > K praise be n^de by the in- 
consttfndjr anAi DMlidousness of tbc^e who must 
coQ&r it^-!A;-bfcl9iAg:'*irkidi no n^n ckn pranrise 
tvm^^j&dm -Ui^iKKist x!(Hii]ficnous merit 'and* Tt^ 
gCHp^g indivtiyi hdw, faint mnat be ike 'ha^ of 
gftifting^t, /wbepttbe!«itt«lainty it niultijdied "bjr 
tiibe .wmlMiettpof tbe -pretatasi0in^! HetfaaC^uTi- 
sue&JiM)Qe frith jtnt daims, trusts Us bapjKifess to 
tbe wind8^ bttt he th^ eoddnrours after it by ^Uie 
meri^ lias ^ fear, not only' the Yiotence of iiie 
stcffin, but the leaks of his Tessel. Though be 
should bappoi to keep above water f(X a time, by 
the hdp of a soft breeze, and a cdm sea, at tlie 
first gust hc^must inevltaUy founder, with thii^ me* 
lancboly reflection, that, if he woukl have -been 
content with his natural station, he might hare 
escaped his calamity. Affectation may possibly 
Succeed for a time, and a man may, by ^eat at- 
tention, persuade others, that he really has the 
qualities which be presumes : td' boait; tat the 
hour will come when he should exert ^em, and 
then, whatever he enjoyed in pt^lse, be ECiust iaf' 
fer in reproach. 

Applause and bdlmntion a^t^iio'itoeifia's to be 
counted among the necessaries cf liie, and tbere- 
f<^ any indirect arts to obtun thekn bttverery 
little ckiip to pydon or conqiaMiaa> lihere is 
scuce}y any man witbout some tfdoB^ oritn-^. 
proWable q^aUtie8,,by which he might always <»•' 
ciire himself &otD contempt . And 'Peflnp* ^^tc 
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■Miption ftom ignominjr iilite- most cHglblft' r^in- 
tMen, u freedom ftom pain it, nnong some phUo-i 
flOjpbsn^ the definition of happiness. ' ' 

' Ifwe AoMore compare fhe vthit of the pnne 
obtained by fietitioas ezcdfenor, even while the 
ebest is yet un^acorerad, with that' Undneto Which 
ercry aman may niit by his virtue^- and that esteem 
to wlpefa ^Drtmen may ifise by oomtUon otider- 
alUn^Blg'tibea^lf shd faMMStly applied, -we sfaaS 
find^tiut ^^en ftom the adsd^ous happineMs aft 
tbee^«hediict»on» we- ittade by fear and casual^,' 
Aab w£B remam nothing equiponderant to &e 
nehrlty {^trutfa. ' The state of Hie poaKssw of 
bdmUfr Tutues, to the affecter o€ great exoeOen- 
<ReSf is tiiat of a sindl cottage of atone, to the pa- 
lace rused^th' ice l^ the empress of Romia ; it 
vra> for ta tiow splendid akid lunainous, bat the first 
eiitdwd itto nothing. 
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. And Vfu liienoiBome nettle blooms the toot. 



EVCBT ttiiin fl' fwoirtpted by tlie love of himself 
to> inugifae, tlM'li^ possesses some qualities, su. 
fterioiv eitb^ift kind or fh degree, to those which 
hrsecff dBottlgd; to'the rest of the World; and, 
whaterer app^M disadvantages he may suf- 
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% in t^nofqpariAW.vit^ otberp, Iie,}]Ai sqwe iifa 
VnWlf 4iatinctj<?a«, (oiqe latent rewrite <^ ^zq^ 
lenc^ which he thi^^wft 4ptP t^? tHifwcei 9od by 
irlu9l) bf,getl/era%,^i^tffes that ^ V turn^ ia bis .. 
favoujr. . 

T% studioMS and. 9pi9ci)lati.^^ iiH( of n^nkipd 
always seem to con^<lfr,j^ir fntt^iH^y-^a pl«^ 
in 4 slatif (^ oppa^^on ^ tt^^se who are ftv^!ig^ 
in the twnult of pul^J^nf^f ; and bave pl^w^. 
ttb^QH^lves, from age tpi ag<^ y^ q^ftmH^ ^ 
fe\^\yo[ timr ^vn (po^itii^^.^dwiMt jr^qpuiH^ 
ing the pvptexi^y of poiitipj* the dwigera,,<rf 
greataeaa, the anxieti^ <tf aq^iti^n*.^ t)iff ph,*> 
series. (^ri«be«> 

Ammg th9 ouinarouB topifls ojf , dfclantf fiqif^ 
that th«r industry has di«cov«red W ^^iB^VJW^ 
theie is none whiph tbey prwf witb gntf;w«^)rtft 
or cm which they hav^ "iOfx cofflc^Ay 1*^4 iVUlk 
their reason and their imagination, than the xpafa^* 
bility of high stations, and the uncertainty with 
which the pro&ts and honours are possessed) tb^ 
must be acquired with so much hazard* vi^Uaooe, 
andlabovr* , . >.i,:.i- 

This tbey appear to conuderas.aa irrefingable . , 
argument against the cbwee of tbe statesman #id 
the warrior; and swell with confidence of victoty 
thus furnished 1^ the muses -widi the amis wbidi 
never can be blunted, aiid which no art or strength 
erf" their adversaries ^an elude f^^^iit. ^.. -■. . ■ 

It was well known by e?(periepoe>} the na^Qft 
which employed elephapts in war, tiaat ;t^ugh by, 
the terror of thejr bulk, and. the violfmie of tjt^ 
impression, they often threw the enemy into dist 
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ordw, yet there was always danger in tbe use of 
tbem, very nearly equivalent to the advantage; 
for if their first charge could be supported, they 
were easily driven back upon tbeir confederates; 
they then broke through the troops behind them, 
and made no less havoc in the precipitation of 
their retreat, than in the fury of their onset. 

I know not whether those who have so vehe- 
mmtly ui^ed the inconveniencies and danger of 
an active Itfe, have not made use of argumentt 
that may be retorted with equal force upon thon- 
selves ; uid whether the happiness (^ a candidal* 
for Hterary fitme be not subject to t^e same tm- 
certainty with that of him who governs provinces, 
{Commands armies, presides in the senate, or dio- 
tates in the cabinet. 

That emtneu» of learning is not to be gained 
without labour, at least equal to that which any 
other kind of greatnets can require, will be allowed 
by those who wish to derate the chamter of a 
achoJar ; once they cannot but know, that evefy ' 
human wsquiailaon is valuaUe in prc^rfaon to the 
^fBculty employed in its attainment. And- that 
those who have gai/ied the esteem and veneitrtion 
of tiie WDild, by their knowledge or their genius 
are by no m^ns exempt from the solicitude vrhich 
any other kind of digni^ produces, may be con- 
jedtolred ftom the innumeraUe artifices which tfaey 
make use of to degrade a superior, to repress a 
rival, or obstruct a follower ; arUfices so gross and 
mean, as to {Kovte evidently bow much a man may 
excel in learning without b^ig either more wise 
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Of more tirtuous than thme whose ignoraiirt'Ke 
pities or despises. 

Nothing therefore remains, by which the stu- 
dent can gratify his desire of appearing to liaye 
built his happiness on a more firm basis than his 
antagonist, except the certainty with which his 
honours are enjoyefl. The garlands ^ained^y 'the 
heroes of literature must be gathered frbhi sum- 
mits equally di^cult to climb with those' thai beat 
the civic or fritimphal wreaths, ih'ey 'iriiisl fie 
worn with equal envy, ahrf guarded 'ivith equri. 
care from those hands that are' always enn'ployed 
in efforts' to tear them- away ; ttie only reniaining 
hope is, that their verdure is more lasting, and 
that they are les» likely to &de by time, or less 
obnoxious to the blasts of accident 

Even this hope will receive very 'little encou- 
ragement from the examination of the history of 
■learning, or observation of the fate of scholars^in 
the present age. If we look back into past times, 
we find innumerable names of authors once in high 
reputation, read perhaps by the beautiful, quoted 
by the witty, and commented an by the grave ; 
but of whom we now know only that they once 
existed. If we consider the distribution of literary 
fame in our own titne, we shall find It a jjosse^sion 
of very uncertain tenure'; sometin^eslicstftwed by"a 
sudden caprice of the public^ and again transfer- 
red to a tiew favourite, for' no dlhef 'reason tn^ 
that lie i^ new; sonletinles refused'' fo' long 'labour 
antf etninent desert, and 'sometimes' grantied to feiy 
slight pretensions ; lost sometimes by' security and 
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nflg^eno^ and sometimes fay too ^l^gfnt eqdea- 
Tours to retain it 

A successful author is equally in, danger o^ the 
^DQinution of his fiune» whether he oon^ues or 
ceases to write. The i^ard of the jniUfc is, not to 
be.kept but l^ tribute, and the remembrance of past 
service, will quickly lanj^h, unlets successive per- 
formances frequently Kvive it. Vet in. every i»ew 
attpipp( there is new hazard, ^pd tliereare few, who 
^o pot at saa^e unjuclcy time, injure theitowncha* 
ractei^ by attempting to enlarge them. 

There are many possible causes of that inequality 
which we may so frequently observe in the perform* 
. anoes of the same man. from the influence of which 
no ability or industry is sufficiently secured, and 
which have so often sullied the splendour of genius, 
that the wit, as well as th^ conqueror, may be pror 
perly cautioned not to indulge bis pride with too 
early triumphs, but to defer to the end of life his 
estimate of happiness. , 



i;i 'III VtHnM iitBptr ■ '■ i. . ■ ■ f 

. ' ,, , ' EapeeUftda 4't>, bqinim, ditiqm btatat , . . 

* 4^f obUtan nema Hipremaquejvvtra ddiel. 

■ , ^ fikit,i}a€Julioanf bowever^gmtor high, _, , , 

''' ' ' Cut be eOBClnded bleat befbre he die.— ^^ddison. 

rAourngThe motives that urge an aii^Jtvn; to.yn- 
deita^ungs by which his reputation isimpai^, qpe 
oC the. most frequent must be.mmtioned w^b t^!^* 
derness, iMecause it is. not tp be couiited amji^tig bis 
follief, buthi^DjisMte^. It very often happ^s that 
the wcvks. of' Earning or .of wit, are jp^wSwm^ at 
the4irecti«i of tho^ by.wl^opi they are to be re-. 
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vardtfd'; (U^ *ritet has not always the ebmceof h!k 
subject, but is compelled to accept any task' which 
is tbtb#H 'btfoh^ hitn' without mUch conaidettftlon 
tyriiii'bwW bonvenience, and without tilne to pre- 
pare hitoself by previous studies. 

Miscarriages of this kind are likewise fi*equehtly 
the consequeilce of that acquaintance 'ftith the groit, 
which i^ generally conddered as oAe t^ the chief 
privileges of literature and genius. A man who has 
ohc&lebmed to think himself exalte by fatniliarity 
with those whom nothing biit their l»rth> or thdr 
forttiri^' or such stations as are seldom gained t)y 
moral excellence, set above hitn, wiU not be long 
without Submitting his undCTStanding to their eon- 
duct; he will suffer them to prescribe the course of 
liis studies, and employ him for their own piirposes 
either of diversion or interest His desire of pleas- 
Ing those whose favour he has weakly inaBe neces- 
sary to himself, will not sufi^ Mm alwayis to cmi- 
^er bow little he is qualified for the work imposed. 
Either his vanity will tempt him to conceal bis defi- 
ciendes, or that cowardice, which always' encroaches 
fast upon such as spend their lives in the company; 
of persona higher than themselves," will not leave 
him resolution to assert the liberty of choice. 

But, tSiou^ we suppose that ft man by b^ for- 
(uhfe can avcad the ne<cesBity <rf" dependence; and 
by his spirit can repel the usurpatiODs of patronage, ■ 
yet he may easily, by writing long, happen to write': 
ill. There is a general succession of events in > 
which contrilries are' [Produced by periodical vicis- 
situdes ;- labour and care are rewarded with Success, 
success produces confidence, confidence rdaxes 
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iqdustiy, and negligence ruins that reputation 
which accuracy had raised. 

He that happens not to be lulled by praise into 
supineness, may be animated by it to undertakings 
above his strength, or incited to fancy himself alike 
qualified for every kind of composition, and able to 
comply vith the public tMte through all its varia- 
tions. By some opinion hke this, many men have 
been engaged, at an advanced age, in attempts 
which they had not time to complete, and after s 
few weak efforts, sunk into tbe|^ve with vexation 
to see the nsing generation gain grmind upon them. 
From these failures the highest genius is not ex- 
empt;' that judgment which appears so penetrating 
v/hok it isemployed upon the works of others, very 
often ^B wfa«e interest or passion can exett their 
powra. We are blinded in exainining our own la- . 
boars by innumertible prejudices. Our jufenile 
compositions please us, because they bring 'to our 
minds ttie remembrance of youth; our later per- 
formanon we are ready to esteem, because we are 
imwilling to think that we havfr tnade no improve- 
mtnt; what flows easily ft«m the pen charms lis, 
beoapse we read with pleasure that which flatters 
our opinion of 4Kir own powers ; what was composed 
with greitt strug)^ of the mind we do not easily 
u^ectf because we cannot bear that so much labour 
should be ftnittess. But the reader has none of 
thdse pr^ossesdons, and wonders that the author 
is so unlik^ himself, without tbiisidering that the 
same aool will, with d^erent culture, afibrd dif- 
ferent products. ^ 
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WithcFOt a geaiiu learning Boara in nin ; 
' 'And wldio^t leaming genius sinks again ; ..'■_.■■, 

Their'ibrce n&lt«4 cnina the tprighUj-rdgK^-'— f ilrtoratiA. 

Wit and Learning were the chUdreo of ApojUo, 
by different Diothers; Wit waa tl|e offsprii^ of 
Euphrosyne, and resembled her in dieerfuliiesa Bad 
yivBcdty; Learning was bom of Sk^ia* and re< 
tained her seriousness and cautkM). . As their mo- 
thers were rivals, tbey were bred up l^ them from 
their birth in habitual oppoaticHi, and aU maaas 
were so incessantly employed toimptecsui^ tbeaa 
a hatred and contempt of each otbei^^ tba^ ttiou^ 
ApolK who foresaw the ill ^Keetis dS tlwk disoprd, 
endeavoured, to^sofien them, by diTidwg lus HlffHd 
equally between them, yet hi8:ua|W!tiality and 
kindness w&e without eff^ ; the nirtcmal'«ii«M>< 
taty was deeply rooted, having beeninfeeaailBC^^d 
with their first ideas, and was copfi>^ed:ev«-y bamr, 
as fresh opportunities ocaurcd of dKCvting it. No 
aooner were they of age to bie i%fieinred intxhthe 
^^HirtmeBits of the other celestials* .itb«ij%it W> 
gan to ratertun Venus at her toilet, ^.<^ng -the 
stdonnity of Iieaming, and Learning to diT«rt 
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Minetva at faer loom, by expoui^ the blunder* 
and ignorance of Wit 

Thas they grew up, wUh-malice perpetually inr 
creasing, fay the enoouragement which each re- 
ceived from those whoip their mothers had per- 
suaded to patronize and support them ; aiid longed 
to be admitted to the table o£ Jupiter, not.^ mudi 
for the hope of gatnir^ honour, as. <3t AJKloding a 
rival from all pretensions to regard, and of putting 
an everlasting stop to the progress of that influ- 
ence which either believed the other to haye ob- 
tained by mean arts and fiilse appeannoes. 

At last the day i^me, when they were both, with 
the usual solemnities, received into the class of 
superior deities, and allowed to take nectar from 
the hand of Hebe. But from that hour Oxicord 
lost her authority at the table of Jupiter. The 
rtvals, animated by their new dignity, and incited 
by the altenmte applauses of the associate powecB, 
harassed each otb» l^ incessant contests, with 
sticti i eegfriar vicissitude of victory, that n«tb«r 

-^' was obserralrfe; that, at the beginning «K 
t M9y ^b»tev the advantage was on the side «f 
Witt- Mid tfca^ at tlie flrst sallies, the whole dss^oah 
Mf4pai4»ledv^ according ' to Hobki^s exprnsuoa, 
wttA ' tmexlingut8habl& mierriment. But Lramii^ 
it<Mrid reserve her sttengtb tiU tbe Wrsts of a{»plau«e ~ 
-was over, and the languor with' which the violeiwe: 
-of'jcfy is alwaya'suceeededv b^an to proniise more 
ei^m and pAieitt^ attcntioni She then attempt^ 
beri.;defitnce, .lUHili. by oemparing «ne part 4>f h^r, 
antagoittet't' 'ObjeeiioBa - with anet3ier« c^eainofiljr 
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msd^^hun conAit^ btmself: or, by shonii^rlic^ 
sniaLl 1^ part of the question he bad takeninjtp lu» 
Tie,^|)roTedthat hb opioioD could hfive no weij^t; 
Th^ au^ence began gradually to lay ande thdr 
prepossessions, ^d rose, at last, with great Tene> 
ntAon f^ Learning, but with greater kindness 
for. Wit. ',.'.. 

Their conduct was, whenever they dei&r^d f/a,. 
leoomoiend tbemselyes to distinction, entirely- f^ 
posite. - Wit was during and adventurous ; Xieffrnr -j 
ing captious and deliberate. Wit thought nothij^,v ^ 
reproachful but dullness; Learning was afaud'oif.i 
no imputation but that of error. Wit answered - 
before he understood, lest his quickness of appr& 
bension should be questioned ; Learning paused, 
where there was no difficulty, lest any insidious .. 
Sophism should lie undiscovered. Wit pet^exed 
every debate by rapidity and confuuon } LeamiE^ 
tfa^ the bearers with endless distinctions, and 
prolonged the dispute without advantage by prov- 
ing that which nevn was denied- Wil^ in hop^, 
<tf shining, would venture to produce what he bad - 
not considered, and often succeeded beytmd bii,,,, 
own expectation, by following the train of a lupl^^ ;j 
thought ; Learning would reject every new n^Ho^^ ^,-[ 
for feax of being aitangled in ecoisequences v^bi^.^^. 
^ could net foresee, end was often tundered, bj jj 
her csuti(»i, from presung her advantages, and,,; 
subduing her opponent. -r.j 

Both bad prejudices, which in fiomt; degree hip- -. 
<l»ed their progress towards perfec^*:^ and left ,r 
tiiero open to attacks. Novelty was thj^. .darling of, .. 
Wit, and.antiqui^ (rf Learning. .,^^. ^ife-^ : , 
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that #a*1i<iw was spedous; to Loiming, wlatevo? 
wm aiicSent was venerable. Wit however seMdia ' 
fiiifectto divert those whom he could not convbui^ , 
and td'eonvinoe waa not often bis ambition ; Leani- ' 
ing fdwaya supported faer <^ihion with so many ' 
colhteral trutln, tiiat» when the cause was decided 
against her, her arguments were remembered with 
adnnrdtiiSii. 

Nothing was more common, on dther wide, than 
to quit their proper characters, and to hope for a 
complete Conquest by the use of the weapons which 
had been employed against them. Wit would 
aometimes labour a syllogism, and learning dis- 
tort hei features i^th a jat; but they always suf- 
fareA by the experiment; and betrayed themselves 
to confutation or contempt. The seriousness of 
Wit wax without dignity, and the merriment of 
Learning without vivacity. 

Their contests, by long continuance, grew at last 
impb^tatat^ and the divinities twoke into parties. 
Wi£ tvas t^ken into protection of the laughtet-Iov-*' 
in^^eiio^' Ibad a retinue allowed him of Smiles ' 
and'JesH «i^ was often permitted to dance amon^ ' 
the^G%6e^. 'Learning still continued the favour- ' 
ite i61''^Iberva, and seldom went out of her palace ^ 
wilK^ a' train of the severer virtues. Chastity, 
Teiti^ciliiice, Fortitude, and Labour. Wit, co- 
halMfig'tnth ib^ice, bad a son ijamed Satyr, who 
followed him, carrying a quiver filled with poisoned 
arro^^ wb^; where they once drew blood, could 
by nor sklft ^^j'ttt'lile extracted.^ These am>ws he 
freqtiemljr^t^^f-Leariung, when she was most 
eaitt&tiy bV uS^uByviiiplbyed, ei^ged iil abstruse 
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in^olriet; or gnring instrwitiflns to^hnr&Utiweits. 
MinerVfl theiieibre deputed ^Critiasm ta ba. aid, 
who gcnenlljr faneke the point of Satyi's airows, 
tattted them sside, oe retdrtad them on lums^ 

Japiter -Qtis-attlBat angry tliitt ibeipeaoer of the 
heaven^ Tegio(U'shou}dibe aa^wrprtnal danger. of 
idoldtion, ahd refotved to disDnss tben thniUnDiiie 
entagonists'to the lovrer worid. HUberilhaK^ftKe- 
lAuy «Ame; ahd< carried' on their ancient ;<q[udn!d 
ttttKmg^inortals^ nor was either long^ without iAtimit 
votaries. Wit, by his g^uety, captivated the youag^ 
and Learning, by her authority, infiaeneed the dd. 
Their power quickly appeared 1^ very emisCMt 
efifects, theatres were built for tfae'ret^tion <^ Wit, 
and colleges endowed for the residence of .Leaia- 
ing. Each party endeavoured to outvie the t other 
in cost and magnificence, and to propf^te an .o|:|i' 
nion, that it was necessary, ftam the fir^t enttsnoe 
ihtolife, to enlist in one of the feotions'^iaiid tbat 
none could hope for the regard of eitbeC'dtrinit(je. 
■IVho bad once entered the temple of tbarivEdipowjev. 

Tb^e vere indeed a dass of naoctais,)>.by i-wlbont 
Wit and Learning were eqa&lly dKreganleitjf thcae 
were the devotiees of Fhitus, the vgod ofRsichcV; 
among these it seldom happisned tbatt: diQigu^ty.jqf 
Wit could raise ' a smile, or the elo^eme'ofslusaio. 
ing procure attention.. In revenge of. tfaiBi omii- 
tempt they agreed to inotetthar iaUowos ;agaif>^ 
them ; but the forces that were sent on those ex- 
peditions frequently betrayed their trust ; a^d, in. 
contempt of the orders which they had received,, 
flattered the rich in public, .while they secwned. 
them in Uieir befvta ; and when, by tbis treacbeiy*. 
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Htgf had obtained the fiiTour of Fhitus. affijcM to 
lo^ \rith BO air of superiority on thoK who slUl 
ranaiaed in tiie serrioe of Wit and Learning. 

Di^osted with these desertions, the two rinls> 
at the same time, petitioned Jupiter for re^idmis- 
lion to thdrmtire habitation. Jupit6r tbonderad 
on ibt ligfat hand, and they prepared to obey the 
hap|iy Bommoiis. Wit rradily spread bis .wings 
and soaMd alofl;, but not beir^ able to see iar, waa 
bewildered in the pathless immeniity of thee^wntBl 
spaces. Learning, who knefv the wayi shedc her 
pinions; tnttfiir want of natural vigour could (mljr 
take short flights : so, after many efforts, they botll 
auhk again to the ground, and learned* from their 
mutual distress the necesuty of uniffli. They 
therefore joined their hands, and renewed their 
fiigbt: LeiBWDg was borne up by the vigour of 
'Wit, and Wit guided by the perspicacity of Learo* 
uig. tbey soon reached the dwdKngs of Jupiter, 
and were so endeared to each other, that th^ 
Mved <fdtermirds in perpetual concord. Wit pe»- 
suaddj h^uaiing to oonvcne with the Graces* 
mA ' Laaniitig mgaged Wit in the s»Viw of the 
ViftutsJ'' 'Bhey w»re bow the favourites of all the 
powetsvof^'beaivcn, and gladdened every banquet 
hjr tbeiv pvesencs. Th^ aoon aflcr married, at 
^e- command <^ Jupiter, and tiad a numecous pre- 
ga^t of Arte and Stances. 
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'^fiw ^luiCi' I ivv9f' QMemuig at in^ feBSty 

„,. .. J^ith diSrait £knU— — FUM«ii. .vO'^.'ii' i 

■ ■•,-■■>; <n9'>' 
Tbat ererjr man should ii^;iArte Im atttiaotiliy 
bis awn OHudenc^ without any rqgard to tbs 
opinions of the rest of the wortd, is one of tbe first 
pieeepts of moral [wudracc; justified not oi^y'tiy 
the tuffiageef reaKm, whiob dedarmthatnbnb^^ 
the gUls of heaven are to lie i»elM8»' hot 4)y <i^ 
•vaee likewise of experience, whidh wittsdtt^infbMft 
us that, if we make the praise or bUmt yst dtUn 
Aerule <tf owr cmduet^we shafi b»<dhtiAetedili|r a 
boumtess variety of iiTeoonoilMtde:-,^»iigafait%xto 
beld .in pcrpetnal suspense between^ 'Vpntttaiyiaiw- 
{)ulBes, ii6id oDtut^ for «va witliont dtonmliantoMi 
' i know not whether, fiir the ume na«o% ^oti 
not necessary for ao autbcv to fdaee some wnfitMw 
in his own skill, and to satisfy himself in the ktiwii 
ledge that he has not deviated fhH» die established 
laws of coniposidon, whtmut submitting bis wdpk« 
to ffequeiit eKamiiwtions be&M-e be gives tbem titi 
^ puUic, or eadeavounng to secure subsms fey 
a Sfflieitvia oolifiDrimfy to advice and eiitkiliim ' 
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It isp indeed, quickly dUcovenble, that consult* 
•tioD Uid ccHnpliance can conduce little to the per- 
fection <^ any literary performance ; for whoerer 
is so doubtful of his own abilities as to encourage 
the remaps of others, will find himself every day 
cmbarrased mlA ncv dWcultleB, a&d «rdll harass 
jhia mind, in vain, with the hopeless labour of uniting 
beten^owous ideas, digesting indepndeht bints, 
and coUecting into one point the several rays of bor- . 
rawed Bght, emitted oftien witfi .cQptQvy djii^ictions. 

Of all authors, those who retail tbeti lahoirs in 
periodical sheets would be most unhappy, if they 
were much to r^ard the censures or the admo- 
vkduas'td their veadcrs : for, as thrir works an sot 
floit into the worid at oooe, but by small parts in 
gcadiMl sucoetsien, it is always imagined, by tboic 
iyba Uu4c tbeundves quidified to give inBtructiaa% 
^M: they, may yet rede«a their former MUngs by 
fatarkania^ to better judges and supply the dnfii- 
mjiaitBuof'tk^ plan, by the help of the aitioisme 
iririob icefoitijbendly afibrded. 
i> "^dhHKitacthDems&ctti tn dbsenre, soneiimtt ^vaA 
«ix;itiimi ftad sotnetlmes with mmimen^ tk^dift 
At^B^dmapES: vi& which. the same.iwMi seads -k 
ynMadrn^'tnanumnpt performance. Whoi a 
hpokMouate in- the hands of the public, it is don- 
•idfliisdnai ' pennwent and unalterable; miA the 
nriet,Mhe.befireeirompanoilal pr^diees, takis 
lteap:^td^w> •febor iBtentim than ^ pkasing or 
iHstwcting^lumself t he accommo^tes bis^ mind ttt 
(he.autbM's defflgn^ and hairing tw intapaat iA 
nAH^.tfae^ammemeDt tbat'b«Aered him, paver 
intonate -Ui onn banqoiliitQi bgri'Staii^cKnli^w 
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amrff^s bis ^stkcu^n in tbitt wbidt ii iSseiidy 
Vh^n, %y dtl amtiou^inqHiry howit:mi^frii&.bettKtr'; 
Vkt is dften cotit^tited ivithout'^lffiisbye, arid pleased 
without perfectSmtti ■■■■ ; . : od ■: , - - 

' But if tbe fiaittO tntti be eaUed' to eonnder the; 
hwift'^a pFodiietion yetunpabliifaed; helningsui 
. lebagi^tkm: heaX^ with-'dti^eetioiw '^'t« fa$m^ 
«%icit b& has yet n^rer beard ; be iiTMkea aU' the 
powen of oritiieisAt, 4nd stores his meittory witb 
^Btfe utd Otttce; Puility and DeHeacy, Matonsis 
Aid Utiil^ei sounds trbicb, hiring been ^ once iit- 
t^«d by those that understood them, have been 
sincere-echoed without mining, and kept up ta 
the disturbance of the world, by a constant repeiv* 
cusflion from one coxcomb to another. He consi-' 
ders hioiBdf as obliged to shew, by some proof- of 
his alnlities, that be is not consulted to no purpose, 
and therefore watciies every opening for objection, 
and looks round for every opportunity to pnpote 
some specious alteration. Su^ c^pcwtunitiee a 
very small degree of sagacity will en^le him' -to 
'find'; for, in every work of imagination,- the ^GfK>- 
sititm of parts, the insertion of incidents, wid use 
o4' decorations, may be varied a tboasand wayswfitfa 
equal propriety; and as in things nearly i vqual, 
ihatwill'Slff^s seem best to - every meu'whicH he 
himself produces; the critic, whose business ^^- 
<m)y to |m>pose, withoat the care of execution^ can 
ttbVer want t>te<SRtii>fiicti(»i of-beliering'thal'he has 
saggexted very 'iuiportunt imprevehientB, nor the 
{Mwerof enforciufg'bis'advice-bjr arguMtnts, which 
As thejiiuppeafi oonvintniig to tfimietf, cikfaer im 
kindness or Mavwity wiU ^ess 'ob«tio«t^>Mid 
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ift^trtiiuiattiiri iritlHHit suapitiaii tint he Bu^pe|b> 
nU^lndge'tioo-haRtUy in favoUv of bis own^ tdvio*^ 
tW' iiiqtiiry wh«th«p the a^vanttige ef itbe . OftfT 
scheme be proportionate to the labow. ' !•« -a- " 
- : Ifc is c^Merved bjf the yoiingw Flu^ thafi an 
'ontortAigfati'adt so' much to seleot the. AroDgest 
w^ufsents wbieh bis cause adrdit^ ^st toii«ttq>fe^,«ill 
jrthitib bisftiingiiiatidn can t^feid t^r. io-picai&iig, 
ttbose leaaom are c^ moat valuer wbkli'^.wiyiBaof^ 
^afieot t£e judges ; and the judges aay« hx^ wiUt-tie 
•Jffra7«.i»ost^ touched with tbat wbidi they taadb«h 
£Bt0 ooBoeired. Every man who is called ta ^vf 
hiajO[rini<Mi of a performance, decides upon tte 
same principle; he first sufiers himself to form 
expectations, and then is angiy at his disapprant* 
meat. He lets his imagination rove at large, and 
wondeis that another* equally unconfined in tiie 
boundless- ocean of possibility, takes a difiei^ 
eoursei 

Butp -thmigh the rale of Pliny be judifltously lnjld 
idowtiv it^irftot'applicahle to the writer's osus^ b»> 
oautb -titere' Always lies an appeal fhno dptnMtiD 
eritinam-ta a Ugher 'judicature, and the publiev 
■whidvis<ifein»'ieorrupted, nor oft«i deraWed, is W 
.pasB'thellasb'sentenee upon literary claims. 
''' Of >the'^great force of preeonoeived opinienail 
liad^miiny proofi^ when I first entered upon tbit 
weeUy labmir.- My redden having, from the pen- 
ferouineer of my pt^eoesscx^, estal^bed en -ide» 
of uiraennertcd' essays^' to wteeh they believed M 
firture autbuia vnAtr enecessity of certforBiin^ 
wtre inipatitintridfi the l^ast deviatim &ovi thwr 
syttev^tfUid-^lmmenitjs ' rememfcrantiw ve» aceorde- 
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iiai^tx»Aehj encb, as be fbond bis &9Wiia»9 Mjb- 
|i6t on^ted <x delayed. Some weve asgry ^htl; 
4fce BamUer dtd not. like ike Spertator^ iotoo- 
duce himself to the acquaiDtance of the pttUicv bf 
M acooant ti hit own birth aod stodiest an enu- 
meratton of his adventures, and a [dewriftim of 
his pbjrdognomy. Others socm hegm Ut- t&apik 
^Mt h* was a solenint seriouts d^Utotu^ writp^ 
witiioutqiRghttiness or guety, and called out wijbt» 
vrinMuMiM for mirth and htuuour. Another ad* 
mcnri^Md him to have a special eye upiHi the yat^ 
Ous dabs: of this great dty» and informed him th^ 
much of the Spectator's vivacity was laid out upon 
such assemblies. He has bem emsured fw not 
imitating the politeness of his i^edeoefispnd bavji^ 
lotfaeitto neglected to take the ladies under his pr% 
tecUon, and give them rules for the jutt pppiniif 
tion of colours* and the proper dimoinons of ruffles 
and pinners. He has been required by one, to fix 
a particular censure upon those matrons who {day 
at cards with spectacles : and another is voy much 
oflEended whenev^ he meets with a peculation in 
which naked jwecepts are comprised without the 
illustration of examples and characters. 

I make not the least question that all these mo* 
qitors intend the promotion of my design, and the 
instrucUon of my readers ; but they do not know, 
or do not reflect, that an author has a rule of choice 
peculiar to himself; and selects those subjects 
which he is best qualified to treaty by the course ci 
his studies, or the acddraits of his life ; that some 
topics of amusement have been already treated 
with too mw^ mooess to invite a onnpetiUon : 
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and that he ^iHio endeavoun to gain mnqr rea^coi 
DiUst try mioas arte of mvitation, csaqr evmy 
avenue of pleaaur^ and make fireqoent efaaofes. ia 
bU metlfodi of approadi. 

I cannot bnt conwder rayuAf, amidBt this tomi^ 
of ciitUiteni, as a afaip m a poetical tempeat, iio- 
pelled at tbe nme time by oppoiite viodi^ and 
Auhed by tlM waves fnm every quarter, btrt held 
i^righl- hy tfae oontrarieky of tbe asaubnb^ and 
seeured in some measure by maltipUotty of diitmi 
Sai the opinion of my eeomren been uBatunwoi 
it migbt peibaps have overset my resolution ; but 
since 1^' find tbcta at varance with eadt other, I 
can, without scrapie, neglect them, and ndaavour 
to g«n tbe lavour c€ the public by Knowing tbe 
direction of my own reason, and inHn^wg the 
saffites of my own imagination. 
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No. 21 SAO'UBOAY, JUNE 9, ITJfO- 

"'' ' " None, none tlescends into ^liinself.-^ — DsvoEii. 

•■ ■ .'!■ 111. ■' ■ II . i •. , ■ ., -(..I 

-Ahmw tfie preeepto, or ^(sisms, admitted liy 
general consent, andinculcated byfrequent re^ti- 
tion, ther6 i« none moFe ftmouaaniong the masters 
ttfand^nt wisdom, Aan that ■eompen^ous lesson, 
TM n«itb>, j^e acquainted loUkithyt^; aAiribedby 
tome to an oracle, and by odiera to CUk> of Laoe- 
demon. 

^ Thiols, indeed, a dictiUe, which, in tbeiwhole 
extent of its meaning, may be said to comprise tSi 
the speculation requisite to a moral agent. For 
what more can be necessary to the reguhititHi of 
life, than the knowledge of our ori^nal, our end, 
oar duU^ and our relation to other beings ?^ 

It is however very improbaUe that the first ait- 
tfaor, whoever he was, intended to be nadcmtdbd 
in this unlimited and complicated sense; for of the 
inquiricB, which in so large an acceptation It-would 
leem to recommend, some are too extensive for the 
powers of man, and some require light frodi' abflrmg, 
which was not yet indulged to the heathen wwld. 

We might have had more satisfaction concemlfl^ 
tlie original import of this celebrated sentence, W 
histoiy had infonned us, nbetber it was uttered as 
ft genei^ instructicm to mankind, <tf as a pM^ciriflr 
caution to some private inquirer ; wbelh^^ Wvm 
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appUed to some single occasion, or laid down, as 
the universal role of.life. 

There will occur, upon the slightest consider^ 
tion, many possible circumstanoes, in. which this 
monition might very properly be inforced: foe, 
every error in human conduct must arise from 
ignorance in ourselves, either perpetual or tempo- 
rary ; and happen either because we do not know 
what is best and .fittat> or boesuae cur knpMdiklge 
is at the time of action not present to the min^ 
' .When a man empltyr* himself up<»i ftnapte w& 
oimeceasary . aulpjeets, , and wastes his life upmn 
questions whioh cannot be rest^ved* and of whicfa 
the solutkm would conduce very little to the wU 
vancement of happiness ; when he Isvi&hes his 
hours in c^culatiog the weight of the terraqueous 
^cAie, <x in adjusting successive systems of wwlds 
beyond the Teach of the telescope ; he may be ve^ 
properfy Fseslled from bis escuisimsi by this prt-. 
Ib^^- land'-Mnainded, that t^re ^is- a nearer bsittg 
with which it ia his duty to be more acquiunted; 
■sod. Irom .whioh ihis attention has bitbertft .been 
'iRthh«|id»b)t. studies to wluch he has no: otflier. mo- 
tirettbMa vanity <tr curiosity. 
.^Xhergreat praise: of Socrates is, that be.d^eff^tfa& 
wits Df.vGfleeQe. by bis instruction and (example 
from.thQ.KunpUTSuit of natural pbilosef^y.Uunoml 
inquinesr And turned.tbeir .thoughts:fi)9ai stars snd- 
tide^iftnd matter and. motion, upon «h9^' v^ous 
modes ofwrtiu^ and, reisA)ons(tf(tiEe> AUhis Iw- 
turesvfere.Lhuticomwdtfariiw.i^KHi this-eAyiasrif 
^wsi' mppwf: .^e :)knt>%ledge of coumflres.neoah 
JmQdediiQf^^HJa.f^posftttKi. to «ftber inquiooi 
less suitable to the state of man. 



^TfaifrgiMt ftidt of men of lauiuBg is stlB/tlitt 
tiwf f^end aguntt this rule, and tppeu wllltng ttt^ 
stady any thing rather than tiiema^ret; for vrhidi 
reason tbej are often despised by those with wb(»il 
they ima^ne themselves above compuison ; d^ 
spised, 88 useless to common purposes, as anaUe to 
eondaet the most trivial aSkin, ami unquaHfied to 
peribrm those aSicea by which the concatoMition'of 
society is {sesrared, and mutual tenderness oxetted ' 
and DMHrtakied. 

GeBdus is a man of great penetration and deep 
rcawinih es. Having a mind naturally ftrmed for 
the abstruser sdeoces, be can comprehend intricate 
combinations without confusion, and being of a 
temper naturally cool and equal, he is seldom Inter- 
rupted by his passions in the pursuit of the longest 
diidn of unexpected omsequences. He baB> thel»^' ' 
fore, a Iraig time indulged hopes, that the sotutiota; 
of flooie proUemi^ by which the profesttsrs ol^ 
science have been hitherto baffled* u wsemd for 
his geniits and industry. He spends-biv ttaat id'- 
the highest room of ha house, into ^iriiteli nt»e^ '■ 
his ftnily are suflered to aiter; <Bacl' w^n-Bee ' 
comes down to bis dinner, or Ma vcM^ ba mtlbt ^ 
flbtnit Hke 8 stranger tliat is there otAf^t^fA^i^^^ 
witboat any tokens of regard or tendenMss. ^a^ ' 
has totally divested bimsdfofdlhanian'RflnatikHii;^ ^ 
he has neidKr eye for beauty, nor car for «>ii^il^i-4 : 
he ontber rgoiees at the^gooct fiortane of bb ne<i««t" 
irioid, nor mourns for any' public opiprivate ' oal^ 
mity. Having oneo-ReclMda>1ettcir,'iMd'^v«i it: 
his saBvanC to ond, he ms faiftrsDad, 4hMit» wu* 
writtan by faU faster, w^^tM^MfmeOati^ 

^ , D,„t,zec*i.GoogIe 
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badnniBi nikecl -to land, and was dettitatetof iie> 
ce^qariea in « foreign countiy. Naked and idarti^'^t 
tute t stys Gdkliu^ refleh ^wn the laid Tttdoiae^ of '^ 
mfteondc^fioal observations, extract an raattt)a» ' 
opwH of tbe wmd, and note it oarefaUy in tbe 
divy oS the weaUier. 

^e fwDaUjr of Grelidtis oace broke into Ibs staAft - 
toiBhew bim Uiat a town at a nnall dbtance wuoti 
fiiv; tod in a fevr momente a servant came to ttil 
him, that the flame had caught so many homei ob 
both ^es, tbtt the infa^KtantB were confounded; 
and began to think of rather escaping with tiuar 
livva, dun daring their dwellings. What you tdl 
m^ saysGeUdus, is veiy probaUe, for fire naturally 
acts in a carde. 

Thu» Uvea this great philosopher, insensiUe to 
every apeotaele of dittress, and unmoved by the 
loudwet ceU of: soeial nature* for want of oaosidw- 
ing that flaan are designed for the auaooat and ODin. 
fort of aacfa other; that thongh thercr are boam 
whiflh nugr beJaadably spent upon knowledge not 
imqtediatdy lUoful* yet tbe iitat attention is due to 
praftical vtetue ; -and that b« may bejustiydimn 
oafy^Km t)M oommtree of manldtk^ who ha» do &r 
abs$taeted7binM^ from the species, as 'to pdrtakr 
ndt^Mr o^thfejoysnor grie&of othns, bnt ne^ecta 
the^mdewmenta of bis wife, and tte catenetjof 
his fbiidrgn, to ooont tke drops of ndo, ai^-tU 
diai^exrf' the wind; aodcajeubte the cotipsea of 
tlM4n(»eM>oEjQpitea« 

I^shi^ r^Uarifi Jto Mtne fiitdB^yiqKr the rdtgioua 
Hid^in^iortanl tnt&HBJag'<f 4im c^tMoo o£ wiadoB, 
«id.l«jb^.4aniu&, ^It tmay te>s^^plKd:to ^ gajr 
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nii£*lifey)*ad thttmo^antj. tlu rpMonybMr mjhfikr- 

^tfcjlkiUisynteitwtp retlleRrnieg. bulthe uriljMd 

beauty roay roisowry in their scbemeSt-^' tbe UMit 

?llf tto.aniwr8i|l,w%uwite» tbe knowledge of t^em- 

,.<«!||r^,, <,;,,,, ,,tjj -,,.,. 

If fcJ^SM«ibh^%rA>fher reason, .thut, we SB»*|ich 
/iDUHtj^f^^Aptm^yiffiticuggUog gainst natuc^^wd 
ytfo«to>dini>%ofilh»t twbioli tbey never ouiv<^t^^. 
^^tfB^e^/i^eftnng, to, ui)ltp- oontradicUotUt. afid- d^^r- 
. jB9n«4:4o i««obI ia cbaractei^ inoonsitt^nt w^ , e^t^ 
'■9ii^ i that etoek-^bben affect dress, gvigty^ »od 
^^Ifgmwe, and matbematidans laboi^r.to. be._i|Mti; 
thai the soldier teazes his acquaintance. wit^ ^<»< 
' tions in tbeologyi and tbe academic h^tes t* di- 
vert the ladies by a reutal of bis gaUan^ries^ .. Tb^t 
: absurdity of pride could proceed Aoly.J^fftpQ , igfl»* 
^nuoce of themselvea, by wbicb. tiMth af^^vtpbad 
v^tici^ai, and Congreve waved, bis titje. MmM'W** 
ticjreputation, and de^red. to be li^i^HtJi^d ouly 
86 a gendeman. ,„,;, ,,, , -, ,. ,^,,^ ,^, . 

Euphues, with great parts, and extensive knowi 
ledge, has a clouded aspect, and ungracious fmna; 
yet it has been bis ambition, ftom his first eatranoft 
into life, to distinguish himself by particubmties In 
bis dress, to outvie beaux in embrcndery, to 'vaport 
new trimmings, and to be foremost in the fiuhieat. 
Euphues has turned on bis extedor appearanoe,- 
tbat attenticm which would always have produoed 
esteem, bad it been fixed upon bis iBind:;and 
dioUgh his virtues and abilities have presierveA him 
frcHii the CMitempt whidi be has so diligently soli-: 
cited, be has, at least, railed .one in^tedimeat . to- 

, Diflitizec by Google 



..|lQ..4i4. THE KAXBLSn. ' Ifil 

^fau iifdialioo ; sinoe all ean jedge of -Wi dMoo. 'knt 
jbw«f bU underrtsiidiDg ; and aumy wko dHcran 
tint Ik is a fop, are unwilling to bdlevr that he 
om be viae. 

Tbere Ib one instanoe in which the ladies are 
pHticularly unwilling to observe the rule of Cfa^. 
l^ey are desirous to hide from themselves the ad- 
vances of age, and endeavour too frequeWtly to 
sapifly the sprightKness and bloom of yotrth ■^y 
artificial beauty and forced vivadty. They hope 
' to inflame tfae heui; by glances wfaidi have ioat 
titdrSxtf or nidt it by langour wbidi is no long^ 
dcficate ; th^ play over the airs which pleaaad at 
■ time when thiey were expected Mily to pleaae, 
and forget that airs in time ought to give fdace to 
virtues. They^ continue to trifle, because they 
ocwhlomte trifle agreeaUy, till those who shared 
tbair eei^y pleasuises are withdrawn to mate snioui 
engageaoents; and are scarody awakened inte 
tbdr dream of perpettml youth, but by the Morn 
of those whom they endeavour to rival. 
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^ ■ No. iS. TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 1750. 
"■ Po( Wy MB conquer who beiiere they cm.-— —D»yi>BN. 



%iEiiE wtt aomo 'vica and crrort wfaicfa, 
tbok]g)lr«fteit.&tal to those itt vinu tAlej^i aye^' 
feund/faavs jret^ by the universal oonsent'oC malw^ 
kindv'bsen conndered as intided tosooiedagrveof' 
i0speel,o» have^ at least, beea exemptad from doh- 
tcMBptuous tnfiiaij, aad condemned l^ tbe severest: 
mccriistis with pity rather tiian detestation. 

-A comtant and invariable example pf tllia geoe* - ' 
xal partiaSty wiU be found in the diilfexeMtrigiid' 
ivbibh has i^ays been shown to rashness and eow* 
andiee, two .-viees, of wliicb. thcuigh thix ««f h$ 
toMHued equaUy distioet fioea Ae midtOtt ptb^ 
where tnie fintilude is placed, and-in«y>e^aH^j»* 
jure any puUic or private interest, yet lite one is 
norer menlHNied witbout some kind of Testntioih, 
and the other always conaidn<ed as a topic of on- 
liioitcd . and licentious coisure, on which all'tfae^ 
Tiruleitee of reproach may be lawfully excited. 

Tbe same distmction is made, by tbe ccHDimm '^ 
suffiage, between profunon and avarioe, and, per- ^ 
baps, between many other c^podte. vices; and, wi-'^ 
I tove found reason to pay great regard to th6 
voice of the people, in cases Where knowledge faar - -; 
been foned upon tbem by e^ietienee, witinnit lo^ 
deductieiu «f deep icaevdiefl, I am indiiwd' to 
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Mieve tbat this dbtributiwi (rf* respect ta not with- 
Wlt mcae ngrevncwut witb Uie nature of thuigs ; snd 
that ib the ftults, whieb aie thus i&rested with ex- 
iniordiniuy prjrtltfgMk there nttgenemlly some 
latent principles of roerU» wme pouibilities of fu- 
ture vi^ie, which may, l^ degrees, break Jroia 
(riwtrueti(m,«ndby timeandoppprtuni^ bebroMgbt 
liito act. 

,Ii ibtty 1»IM down asm axiom, that it-it mc^ 
«4«p to ;tefcQ am$if anpevfluities thm to nif ply ck>. 
CeOut^ wd therefore he thatis^ci^paUe. becatur 
h^: hmr9»»»tidtbe noddle poiot of xrtrtue, U rfwi^a 
•eoowitod'e faker otgeot of hope, than be who Aib 
hyMiae short. The one baa all that penfeotioQ 
requires, and more, hut the emeaB DMy he eaaily 
retnn^wd ; tbeother wants the qualities vequiiite 
toflS^ttfeSM^'aad who oan teU how he sbatl obtain '■ 
then ? We!«ne certain that the herie may ha 
tsNghl tai iMep pttee with his fellowa, whose &iilt 
ls.dilttha''ieNras Uwn beiimd. We kqowlhBt • 
feHh«l|rtft«^f^!the;8iu w*)Mop>4fledaf 1 hutwhal ' 
nift MT wbiitraliap jea» eluvfite a 4hrub ? 

'yftiOTik'>wltlL : oircwpcction and ataodhuss^ ill ^ 
ther.<idbtopiikb,iL!atMtn equal ^stenoe bebween the 
ejctiMii d£)ctTOi(ought tabethec»nstant'«ndeiM - 
VQur oOieVny^reasamible b^ing; nor gsn I thittls : 
thiinrlaBKiMrs: of nwssir wisdom nwofa tOt he ha- 
nouKd ABihenefii^ors to maakwd, who are atweyi 
enhi^gfatF m»a theicU^Spalts^Af oiirdntie^ Md>piw 
Tidiig JiatiMK. BKiMKf fiw vke^ th«s Utoent^er t» '■■ 
Tirtofe.- ..)-■.-■ -i ^i-:. - ..: ;/ ,. ,■ . ; ■... . 

Qiati linDtitooHMb'it null hapfttAxrflei^ toA te 
«U<«Dn>Btii«0% that tb«» wtt be Q 4tttt«ti0B ^tMrtw^ 
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■Bt^yiSllC' br the othet, ve oaglH'alway*^^ enplo^ 
'ob' vigihiWc«','With inoat attetitk>ar<»r.:that'«MMy 
fhhii'Whteh there kr the grebtest dstager/ ^nd^to 
Sttayi'lf'we must 8ti«f> towards tbme pute from 

' "iJliitfH'h^ibeUitUe dtingeroiM, tthiugfa Mi^SvUat 

'd^g^e^,' t hKte often had oecaskn to camiden'fbe 

' cefHt^ry «SI%£te'cff ^sti»iptkm:aDd idtopdndeMy; 

dTbeddy toflfitlAKei 'W4ii(^ pnni^ses vijiitBry wi^ 

-bat conl^'^Md' Uefit-tltt^ pUGiUaMknikJrj sritich 

' '«h)nr^s baick fl-otM the thdu^t of^^ileat litukrt^ 

Irigls,' cdnfounidfi ^ffidUlt^ wfth in^ioBnl^tyy and 

cor^iders afl advantieaaait towards luy; newr^ttsln- 

■ tttent 8d irt«vereibty prohilHted. 

■>■ Ff«sdin]>tion wiH be easily corrected. Bnry 

e^tpetiment wilt teach caution, Mid'^nriseiirt-Higes 

; irill bblirly shew* that attempts M^^tiOt alwdys re. 

tra^ed-ftlth iuceess. The most precipilite) MiMir 

'*' Will; !h tffne, be taught the iKecesatyiotfvttHndical 

' ' ||t^ation aiid pre[)at«¥orJr ttiea6dreii:<aMlitbe-:atOst 

during confidence be Ooivrntced'lh&titiCftliM merit; 

nor abHtties, can oommarid i^vCritft- • -i^a n. ;>-'■'■ 

' 'ttls the advantage bf VeHeeibho^i andlBttivity, 

'thM th6^ are always faasfetoing t6iSiieiP0i*n TftfiAm- 

atioA'; iMcause tbey indte us* txV try \vtet&er ou^ 

expectations are fl4ll gro^hdedl Md tlMiefoiv^de. 

teot'ihe deceits Whi&h th^ are apt tOKweadon. 

Bat timidityis a'ditease of the wlnei ttMA^obOiiiiate 

and&tat; for a man ono^ per^uadM that ai^im- 

pediihebt is insuperable, has given it, with reBpect 

to KSttsetf, that strengljt atid i^ght '««hicb' it iiad 

not before. - fie-Gan scarcely 6triv^ witli v^Ur'and 
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pafieev'aeemxt when )w bas tio l)ppe:«f. gijning^e 
:idt)toi7;^uid BiDoei.he oerer wiH ^trj; bis fitoei^gUH 
'can never diacorer the uRfeaaonabl0neiKpf4)U.fef|frft 
- Hwre 1» oAen to be fouad is ineD.j]qTot9d. to 
titeiature:* kind .af inteUectual ^p^ac^ux.' whicll 
vrtroerer Mnvnwa much among (hew* may^ observff 
•fequantfy tg depress l^dJacrity.^.aiteipi'isaf^pdi 
'by' denaeqaencet tsi. retard .th« 'li^voveoaentr.of 
nnenoB., They hmnt. BRoexod -tpeyefQi; •pecie^^of 
loioiviedge :BQins fihimeiical tehwufer of tot^oi 
and inlAitiaiv which tb^ tramunit, without niMcb 
lefleutionr jfrpm ooe toanothCT-; tbey fir^ £ctgbk 
tbemselves, toad then pfopogate tiaa panic to tbein 
w^lan and aeqiiaintance. Oae study is inco»< 
sirtent with a lively im^pjia^n, another with a 
wUd judgment ; one is itnpioper ia the earlyi parta 
ftftile^ another requires so much time» that it ia not 
to h» attetopted trt An adyapced age; on^ i« dry 
jmI rattfraets the sentiments* another is d^GKise MnA 
oKsrhiiJidens jthe. watpory; one. is iow^epijljle to 
^t«sta'«»dfdftica^ and WQther wears out Ufa ii| 
. 'i\K atudy «f wpr^. aiid is vsei^ to a wise, msa^ 

who desires oqily jUtc) knowledge of things. 

■ > JBatfofr. £^1 'the bugbears by which l«be Jfffimtet 
I ? bavbati, •bo^ fbotb young^wd oidt >b»ite been, h^berto 
fr^ibted'iFOQ] djqgFwiog into ,nev. tracts <^, Leam- 
An^ vtma bw t}fie« 0991V. paifipbievously a^cai^out 
tbathAft'Optnit^ithfU eTecy'ltindoC knowledge m 
-i^wiiKBsftiifecHliar 0eRJu^,.or menbd eoaqtitu^on, 
fRBOEwd. r«r!,^i,rc$i^tiQn^ ^ W)in«. ideaji,.^d the 
csxdusioo of qtb$t« i :;and^ thfit jto him wbose^eniua 
iatnot adopted :fco the study which: he pn^^^utesj 
ailjjalNKurjiaMi;^ leain W frM«tUss»,,v«^iiiS aft 
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<M«ki«iii4i) vtUgU nil mi'iratn,m, teithe tow 
^1^ "ceicVemkHfimuMlgtaatt UAiMwVihEati! 

^ 9hu epihion w< iiMi;'resaahably'M«i>«dt<t»(k)n« 
MM pm^gtted;b;'MWil^,be7bn<>>«k*«ini»''Mi< 
natural for those who have raised'tt ■'eptatfRivnp^^ 
a^' tmktuie, to n«It thetawlvn a« iMdtfKCi'n^ 
iMtAi 'Mtfa'pecuHar powetv or mnkad^ natil^iM' 
tietlWirAnaiydesignation for thtw |iniAnsi«»; ao* 
to^IHght competHdn away-byrepNMnti&gitliffdlfr 
flioitles with' whiah ttey mutt <»nMndi<.a«i'ilkv 
MiNSHtJr «r quaKtin «hlch' are suppoHd «> M^IDK 
genovUf eonfened, and which no tfiki ou Imfw^ 
but by experwnce. WHether he enjoya. ■ ■ • Wiii 

' Tb-thia diwouragemetit It iaty%tt foa/My^ W 
••roed, that tince a genius, whatever )t bkiHi'Uli' 
•Kin theSiiiti only to tK pwduiied by'Mniliion 
trlUi a proper suhjeeti iti> the l>u<tnea» ol>'««t»y 
tern to tty whMher his fecullies nay not M|)pM)< 
ei o(M«t« witk his desires ; and since Jfll^itoHaCF 
|«olMel«ey be admires, kn^WthetT' own fltM«>«kly> 
t)^ the«wnt, he deed» but engage in the hU^Iiii^ 
itertalting wi* equal spiril, and ms) Ktson^U^ 
hope for equal success. -^^n^cM 

'TDtrit la another spedea of filhe IftMlMgMie, 
givtn Uy those whs" prof^s to «he«>'tlNiiiva;i«t>«)w: 
ittMiMiti of kHowledge,<»f equal tenden<f<»(i8pi«iir ' 
the akii wicb fcM dlttruH ofMelf, antf oreukiarit' 
hfmieikm aoRelMde and-tl^tigtioitiiiMnieiiaiscbiai 
W'l^Moi they dcaira ti»a«ffitiiftc, >edllttiltt>the«sf aft 
hfe entrance oiv atiam n&w study, -it fe wmnMii'ta 
Biake flattering representations of its pleaaantiaav 
and fttiility. Tbua th^ generally attain ona of two 
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ondl BllDwt eqiulfy deutaUc vtfaey «t]ifirvUt«tA 
b« titidHifeB^ by devaiing bishopefl. cwi fqi^dtHKtiA 
high opiiii(»i of their own abiUti«, Biiw& fitHlf >f^ 
au{^oMd to icJBte oDly whatitbey fawr«.£wi9<},,;i^d 
to iMlTe prooecded mtfa no lew ease:tfa«B ^aay, pBOc' 
BMbeto tlieir foUowen. .n 

7i.Tllft «tiidentr ioflanied by this, encoureg^qae^, 
flsfei &lnrard m tbQ newpat^ ai:t4,|V?p«fe^,f^fenr; 
atctK with ffreat alacrity,' but he aoAn ftMte .wp^ 
i^Ms^and intiicades of which he h^K npt be(^.f#9r} 
wamtd, and iaoa^ning that none ever were so cpvi 
tlmgled or^fcigiwd before Mm, sisks sttddtfylyiiiiOi 
deapair, mad desists aa from an expedition in ^hi<^. 
6ite opposes htm. Thus bis terrors are multiplied 
by bis iiopeSi and he is defeated without resirtance, 
because he had no ^cpectation of an enenvj'i - 

-Ctf tb$se traadierous iMtructon^ the one desjlyc^ 
iodMiNiryt by -declaring that indnstiy ii^ vaii^ t^ 
otlK¥T;dl^««prnNitK)g it 18 needless; ^ean«i<HMK 
tatff jth^ttno%. ai hofitt the oiherfraiiaiitffii^.^ 
bciVMBated^: Aba 4EH) coD&its iuBpapiltofchai^MNk 
by:t4l>nff ^Ini' the^his wreck is oe>taiBr4be.otbw: 
BfOftat^JliMa to SIB, without prepariaig bimu^. 
tempeats. , . -. m.., 

'^{ilafjbep^ and &lse t«rhirs. at%<cqiially.toibe 
aiBdided^' li^very-ntiHi who propows^. groir^jWM*^. 
ne^feii^ leamtog, should, carry ia bU'niiod,,afrj9M^. 
tboiUActtlty of«3»eItenocv.and.4bftf«i:^<^nd«K 
tSQH^abdiMMembw «h»t<^i»c lamifiGOQliBvedzibM- 
tt^tb^'ftooiMpense <tf Ukomi and that lahow vin, 
gannttfy,<«oii^tMiad«'h«« mt olbaa'fiiiled .«£ 4t« 1* 
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No. 26. SATURDAY, JUNE I*! IJSol^ ' ' 

""!' -.. . ^ 1 ■ ; . .-■t.-fiii ii'-dr.r.rv 

: ''7t^en(inrdnnffM>*t^e(af«i*6tntfn>/»n4^ ^ ' fi'-r-f i-.cn/ *3:.' 

.. Jif/iila, tl longe cafiiuifag^ i amiraie vela, , 

El U litornhtts cymfta proptitqua t*Aa(.-— — S8Mec'a. • ' "- 

JtrnAt iBigh^lRtltbig«idi«poSBVOt«B«nb.< )-i a.-.'--'- 
And each high boiue of fortune md of ftme, . .. ^:,; 

With caution fly ; contract thy sinple sails. 
And near the shore itaprore the gentle gales.'*— -EiTHi»lToV; 



It U usujal for men, engaged ia Uie mtw ipvamikts, 
<D be incptintive after the coDduot find'rftcifaine 
of eaiA other ;&Bd^ therefore, IsuppfneibiliniUjWt , 
lib'cuBfdeamig to ycu,ito read an amouati voEJte 
mbmB <ab8ngwwbicb h«ve- hspjMwiid.'iRifintfifca 
}Us'devot«di ito .lit«nita»j Jdy.jiaaei^fnalinUanat 
«KhiUt anjr gjreat yamtyof «v««ts, .:«ivjtaibscal^ 
•mry rert^tioDs; but may. ,pei^uipsi,,he .fiKlf^tm 
tutM, because I shall xdiite /twtltingtjw'faiabiK-iptft 
^uiytD bapym to4tbDitHod:(tfji«n-> , i r -i i j;^ ■> 

Jbf^my h^t, wtiMbiifitfiitpfcr^iiH^bairi:totiifoca£r 
i^'anuncle. He'ba>in0MOi{AuldBe»>;«&wiByMi^tad 
me ta bis am. 8n4 ^1^00 i»r sn^itiho^ ^m^tam 
vfaieb, «ld wco eMUj&4tegv<iF/iHk^)3»Myffll#iBH^ 
niWM tboy Wppen-M loye t]^i9,.<d9«to4.iiBt» 
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oiteivatkm. He therefore plaeed me, for the ustnl 
time, at a great school, and then sent me to the 
iiniivenity, with a laiger allowance than mj own 
patrimony would have afiforded, that I might not 
ke^ mean company, but learn to become my dig* 
Bity whm I should be made Iprd chancellOT, which' 
4ie often lamented, that the increase of his inflrn^ 
ties was very likdy to pE«chidie bun <fiiQm'«M>n?- 

This exuberance of monsydispky^^ itself in 
guety of appearance, and wantonness of; expence,' 
and introduced me to the acquaintance of those 
whom the sane superflin^ of fiMtune betiisyed to 
the same licence and ostentation : young beira, who 
pteaaed themselves with a remark very frequent in 
their mouths, that though they were sent by their 
frthers to the university, they were not under the 
DDoaont^ of Itving hy their learning. ■ 1 . 

jAanong- men of this class I easily obtained ttw 
n^iUetionxtf : agrtat genius, and was perdnade^ 
Itaie'witliKMieh Uvalintsa of imagioatioD, «ndiddi> 
aaoyix^tmtimBa^ I shooid never beabls towlnnt 
tBitbevdoxIgeiy'of the law. • I therftfon gave myL 
stt^mtettyito ■<!» motre aivy and elegant partS'flf 
iakdmq^, -Jitad- m» oftait to much ehUed v^tb-: ny 
aapcridn«^HO;tbe> youths with whom I eonitcued, 
that I began t» listen, nith great attMiitien,^tb>{beiK 
AatiwcotfttMHAed to tne a' wider and -nM^ oanbpi- 
cuouititb«ati<frf 4md>i#aEf^MvUo«lat4y tMt^^^willi 
Btfiiditerr«tien'R»d«'by'Mlt«f^yiriendfr>;ia'h«t ft 
wmim$ b^'fihgerins^ i» -Ibe univereity tbat'^Pnat 
■bwto ai ^ atifciatftgbiiv' # i!ldd&8oiti«Mt«ta»y of stat*. 
-■: jAhii>^diitii(^wwMuriy4Qaeased ilff the scAit^fitt- 
<tiotf«f Kiy isaJDptinttAis^ wfa« iwtnovaig «M by oi» 
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lathoadiBtt as the a^acecf their liktioM'attDiiM 
IbtBi. or the legid dlKmsfoon from the buicb-aC 
tbeir giMriiiins put it in their, powers, never §uMk 
to lend an accnunt of th6 beauty abd fidio^ «f tiM 
nek world, ami to ramotistmte bom auKdi was lost 
bgr etery hour's continuanoe la a |dacC» of'Mtim*: 
Binit and eo&straiBt .^ n r< : 

My imde in the BaeaDtinie fnqtientty-hanmed! 
Dw with montory lett«m» which I toakelinlM nbg' 
teetcd to tipen Six a week after X rfceived tlM«t». 
aad genendly read in a tavera, with Boehi CDOMneBts 
■» might riiew how much I was aupniM to inMroo* 
tion or advice. I could not but weodnr how: h 
■nn ooi^ned to the counttyi and unaoquwatrt 
wttfa the preaent ^stem of thmgi, sfaoold imagintf 
Umself qualified to instnict a rising gebiuai bom 
to give laws to the age, refine its taste* ami mri^ 
ply its pleasurei. 

Tfaepoatraon. however, still ocmtiniMd to^ bring) 
ow xew reiDonitniiMMs ; fop my uncfe' was vwylittlfl 
J ep w i cd by the ridioule and rc|wowib<whicbyb»^ 
never heard. But men of parts have quick reaetl^> 
aomts; it was impossible to bear lus uiitrpa^dhs 
ftr ef«r; and I resolved, once for ril, to saEdee hitokf 
an «afDpte to tboee who imagine thetnsrivca .^n»6i 
bseauGe they are old, and to teadk^ young own, ■ wfa»' 
tM^oo tame under repreeentation, ih what inann^> 
^wy-bearded insolence ought to- be treated, I- 
therefore one evening took^my pen in hand, 0ifd<^ 
afUr<haviflg animated mjMetf wifeh aeatob, wrote* 
general answer to all 4ns precepte -with eucfa mvaw 
d^ of tuen, such etegance of irony, and'.saeh- as- 
perity «f saiwn, that I convulsed a iBUgcaeai^siqc 
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Witli onivtriftl bmgfater, cUitarbed the neigfabobM 
hooA t>ilt vodftratioiM of applause and five iaft 
aftsnrmh Wfli antweredy Huit I must be og«tent ta 
Bv« on nrf «irn estate. 

' ^tis taatntttion of nrf iiteome gam me no ifo^ 
MrtNOtte ; fbr a genius Hke tnlae was out of tbff 
readi of want I had friends that would be pfoud 
t6open their punes at my call, and ptotpeots of 
ftuA: •dvatioonent as wouM soon raoonoil* ray 
tatde, wbonij upon mature deliberation, I rast^wsd 
tateorive into drour without insisting on any ao* 
knowledgment of his ofifence, when the aplendouv 
of my tnndittoR should induce him to wlA for my 
oMimenanw. 1 therefore went up to London, be* 
Pjn I had ahewn the alteration of my condition hy 
my abatement of my way of living, and was ra- 
oeived by all my academical acquaintance with tri- 
mbph and congratulation. I was immediately ki* 
tidduced among the wits and men of spnrk; and tn 
a>U»M-t timr had divested myself of aH my sabohf^ 
gMvity,' -and obtained the reputation of a ptet^ 
fMmrt 

.'(YOBiwiil eaiMy befiere that I had no greet ktunr^ 
kdge «f lAie World ; yet I had been hindeMd, by' 
the general disindination every mtn ^U tt>-<»n>' 
ftaipoverty, from t^ing to any one the rOSOiuDon 
t^aty unciti and for tome thne subsisted opon tb» 
stock' cfntoney which 1 had brought with ne* mtl 
contributed eny ifhareBs^iefbm^to «ttour entert^A^ 
mentB. But my pdckeV wtas soon eoiptidd, and t' 
was obliged to ask Viy Irictidi for a Mimll sum. TbU 
waaafiToh^ which wo ^had often recipVodiilly re- 
eamd'fiom one another; they su^Mtted fiay Wants 
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oi^y: acbidentil,' aad therefore wiDtfigfy Biit)f0l!d 
ibebi.' - In ^ short lime rfound a neceflsity of bsI» 
log again* and was again treated vritli the aaifle 
civlIKy ; but the third tiine they began to wilder 
ivhat that cdd rogue my unde could mean fay afiftd- 
Hhg > gentleman to town ^thout money ; and whan 
'th^ gave'inewbat I asked fbr, advised me ttf^M- 
^IJrht^^ for 'more regular remtttanees. ■ ■ i 

This'somewtflt distirirbed my dream of Oonsttnt 
afBdence *, bat' I was three days after fx>b)i^etely 
awaked ; for entering the tavern where tbey met 
every evening, I found the waiters ren»tted thdir 
eomphusance, and. instead of c(»>tending to ^gtit 
me up stairs, suffered me to waifc for some mintitea 
by the bar. When I came to my company, I #)U«4 
them unusually grave and formal, and one.oFtlwra 
todc the hint to turn the conversation updn the 
misconduct of young tneo, and enlafged apos the 
folly crf^ frequenting tiie company of men oiforbiaet 
without being able to support the expence, an 'Ob- 
servation which the rest contributed ^her, «6 en* 
force by repetition, <»■ to illustrate by exam]4^. 
Only one of tfaem tried to div«it tbe dSsitoHtie/ and 
endeavoured to direct my attentldA to'Mttottr'quMe^ 
tiobs* «ndcdbimon topics. f ■■■''''" ,i\iHn 

A man guilty of poverty eatity bdtevet MiMl^f 
•iiBpected.' t went, however,' tiexC< tncvn^ to 
' break&fii with him wh6 spared- fghorattt'of tke 
drift «f the conversation; ani by e seifes of-inqirifies, 
di^wings^t nearer to ibe pcnnt, praraited on him, 
not, p^b&p^' much' agdiiist his wilt, 'io 'intAim tae 
tliatll!ti-^d8&; whose fMerwaitt'wtaMkf'MMr.* 
ni^ nearby natne^ce, hBd,~tfci^4ii)6r^og^lM!ft»e. 
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HWoiiwtl an aiepwnt of my- uncle's nutatmtntr. and 

fOQiaHiweatad his iotelligence with theqtmo^tiiv 

4artry of groveUng iiHol«iee. 

' .-It wwmoir no longer praoticable. to ognscat wUb 

iu^Sofrtaer fiiends* unless I wwild be.content.to be 

JiuM ^ an ipferior guest, who was ta pi^ fw his 

..viae by mirth and flatteiy; a cfawactec whiob^ if 

I could not escape it, I resolved to endure onl^ 

Jtmong those vrho had never koowa iQe in. the 

prideioffilenty. .Ichanged my.lodgings, and fte- 

. quented the coffee-houses in a difieient r^ion of tb& 

totrni wi^re I was very quickly distinguished, hy 

s^vieral y^ng- gentlemen of high birth, and.lai^ 

estates, and began again to amuse my imagination 

' with hopes of preferment, though not quite so con- 

. fieleiuly.aa when I had less experience. 

' i.Tfae first great conquest which this new soene.en- 

'ftbled-metogainoverroy^^ waSf.when I subautted 

tei«Mirese to a party^ who invited rae to an^ expen- 

s^eidivefuen, that my revenues were npt ^ual ;to 

.suob golden pleasures; they.woMldnot. su^sE.itt^ 

ybbiw^vec, to-sta^ behind, and with great tehit^jy^ 

bl> yieMed to bs' trnded. I took that opportune 

«f,reQWQiawndiag mygdf to some offioe 91;, WifisS' 

ment, which they unanimously pnHoised^-prii^re 

-ifiwbsr their joint interest. .^^ ^ 

( I I bftd now Altered into a stat^ c^ d^qi^ce, 

:i{*nd-.hadi hopes, or fears, from almost ^v^ e^ I 

„w*i. If it baunh^py to hav£-.pne,.pa|i;Qp, ,wh9t 

is ihia wltify i^ho fa«^ .,T?^^ ?,,J, sna^.qJti^jEjed to 

Goa^i-Vvi^ ,«)i^9U^ad,capi|^, to co^q\y in a 

. «jtbousfii|4Q4'Ql%^f »nd toi) ei^ii^tenancft » ^bousand 

'^t<«fs< a4<^'e^4>W9<^'^>HiumeiEat)le' mortificstioos, if 
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Dot Scamtanaity, «t least from n^l^auce, whieli 
will seep in upon the kindert and most ddieatc 
minds, wben tbey convou withfHit Xb& nrntual 
awe Df cqad oondiUoD. I found the spirit and 
vigour c^ liberty every tiAainent sinking in nie» and 
a servile fear of disp)«uing stealing l^ dcgreea 
upon ali my-bebaviour, till no word, arhmk; or 
action, was my own. As the soUdtude to please 
increased, the power of pleanng, grew less, jud I 
was always ckiuded with diffidaice wlwve' it wa^ 
most my interest aftd wish to shine. 

My patrons, considering me aa balonging to ^|m 
community, and, therefor^ not the charge of my 
particular person, made no scruple of neglntii^ 
any opportunity of pramoting me, whirii; every one 
thought more lanpody the busimaa of aiMClMn 
Aa aeeount of my expectations and dhappKibit- 
menta^ and the snoceediog vidssitudai cf my Bftv' 
I AidlgiTi you in my ibllowing letter, iwbkk wHt- 
b*, I bope^ of utt to abew baw lit he ftirdta M» 
fidwnwvvhv expects h^isflw «ikbaut^ftiMoflii"(^ 



...I-.', u.-.'j- •• i: . , ■„)„i.'i'.-T, i«.:'(v 
■'.- ■■■■:■. . .:. -y ■■: -.jCx-'J-. .n'u" 
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-FoKiKritmmtlktiupMtnm H tl tii 



So he, lAo porettf with horror viewa, 

(Fireedora fw minet of wMlth tooclMifl/wl^) , .,,,. 

Shall make eternal Berritude hU fete, 

And fed a hmght; mMtet'R galEiig veighL-^— FkA»ci5. ' 

Aft it H iwtMnil for evcrf man to ttunk hinmlf of 
imfMrtance, y»ur knowledge of the wotld mtt in^ 
diD« jrau to forpve me, if X imagine your oaiAmtf 
10 mueb ennted by the fbrmer put of my aivnu 
titflK a»to mdcs you dtare that' Z tfaoifl* pvowad 
viji^otit- any unnecenafjr aria of eonneBlioa. J 
sha|}, -llum^re, ook keq» y«u toogia tin eudi «i» 
pense, as perhaps my performance m^ net oonu 
pensirte. 

In the gay oompany with whibb I vas now upite^i 
I found those allurements and deligfat$> wtoeh tb» 
friendship of young men always afibvds ; there was 
that openness which naturally produced oonfi- 
dence, that afiability which, in iotae measure, «of* 
tened dependence, and that ardour of profcaww 
which inated hope. When our hearts were dilated 
with merriment, promises were poured oat with 
unlimited profuoon, and life and fortune were bitl 
a saaity sacrifice to finoidsh^ ; but when the hoar 
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CBtne, at wbidi any tSSort wai to be made, I bad 
generally tbe vemtkni to find tbat my intcnat 
weighed nothing against tbe slightest amtuemoit, 
and that every petty arocation was found a 8u& 
dent plea for continuing me in uncertainty and 
want Their kindness. was indeed sincere; when 
tbey promised, tbey had no intentibn to deceive ; 
but tbe same juvenile warmth whidi kindled tb«r 
benevolence, gave force in the same pn^xntiMi to 
every other passion, and 1 was fii^otten aa aoon as 
my new {Measures sdzed on th«r attmtim. 

Vagario told me one evening, that all my per- 
[dexities should be soon at an end, and desired m^ 
from that instant, to throw upon him A\ care of my 
fortune for a post of connderable value was tbtt 
day become vacant, and he knew bis interei^ suffi- 
cient to procure it in the moroing. Hedesired me 
to caU (HI hiffl eerty, that be might be djressed aooa 
eooagh to wut on the minister before any otka 
application should be made. I came as he a{>* 
pmnfeed, with all tbe flame of gratitude, and wastald 
1^ bis aervBO^ that bavi^ found at bis lod|;^Dg«« 
when he came home, ui acquaintance whe was 
gung to tnvd, he had been perwaded to aooom- 
pany him to Dover, and tbat th^ had ti^eit pott. 
bt»ses two hours beJwe day. 

I was once very near to preferment, by tbe kind- 
nesB of Cbarinus, who, at my request, went to bag 
a place, which he thought me likely to fill with 
great reputation, and in wbtoh I should hvte many 
opportunities of promoting bia intocst in return ; 
and be pleased himsdf with imagining the mutual 
benefits that we ■hoiUd oonftr* and the advances 
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fthBtiive>ak)ald -make t^ our .>unii(0i •tregofllt' 

dnpaad ambatkm, and Jeftnc'ito profiMW Mknonr 
tedgDoenta again^ bis retura. /;Al Imgtb k^c^fm 
faick, and tidd me tbat be kaA met in bia way-s 
{■rtgr gotBg to bre^fast' ia^ tbs country/ that -tb* 
ladi«s4mportunedfaun too Much .to be cffiiiyfi, -artd 
itbal bani^ jprnaeA the tnoniiiig with l^nvk >bf vm 
■ooBnhmokto diem faimwlf fer a bc^ tawbicb-b^ 
WKitBvked ioEtbe evening. . . r .• 

I have Bufibred seveni dMaftpoinUaieiilv fffoai 
tailoriiand, pariwig-inakars, who, by neglee^^^ to 
^xrfiarm their work, withheld my petroat 'fixfm 
aDurt;<Biid onoe tnliei of an. eataUisfament -for life 
:1^ the delay of a servant, «ait to a .naghbouring 
tfaop^to repleni^ a snuff-box. 

.At last I thought my solicitude at an «nd, for an 
office fell into tbe gift of Hippodamus's father, who 
bong tlien in the oMintry, could not very <peedi^ 
fill iti aod whose fondijess would not hai^e si^«r«d 
,hin to re&isft bts son a less leaM^iible request, 
llippodamus therefore set forward wttb gra^ ck- 
iftAiXkm, Hid X exp^ited every hour a|i aacouni^f 
bitMC^ess. A loag tioae I waited witj^t any in- 
jb^Uganee^ ^i at fast received a l^t^v frqin lAevf- 
market, by which I was infproiad tbat-.tfie rapes 
weie b^up, and I. knew tbe veheiB^os-of his pas- 
;4ion8 too well to inagine' that be could i^useJiii)]- 
9^ hi*^ favourite aoiHseiBept. , ^ 

You will not w^ndw that I was at Jl^t ifsary of 
ibe patron<^Ee..of yo«ng ii^fsn, es{»^al|y.«s I, found 

tbBpa not geitM<4ty to.pr(Hnis9Jijuf!li,gi)f^r fidelity 
:^jtbey |ic|rivw^ In Ufo ; ipr:>^^-ol)t^|E#: that what 
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tfa^ gained in steadiness they lost in benevolence, 
and grew oslder to my interest as tb^ became 
more dtligent to promote tb^ own. I was coo- 
vinced that tbeir liberality was only profuseness, 
that as chance directed, they were equally generous 
to vice and virtue, that they were warm but because 
th^ were thoughtless, and counted tfae support of a 
friend only amongst other gratifications of passicui. 

My resolution was now to ingratiate myself with 
men, whose reputation was established, whose high 
stations enabled tbem to .prefer me, and whose age 
exempted them from sudden changes of inolinati(Hi. 
I was considered as a man of parts, and therefore 
easily found admission to the table of Hilarius, the 
celebrated orator, renowned equally for the exteiit 
of his knowledge, the elegance of his diction, and 
the acuteness of bis wit Hilarius received me 
with an appearance of great sati^actiixi, produced 
to me all his friends, and directed to me that part 
of bis discourse in which he most endeavoured to 
display bis imagination. I had now learned my 
own intaest enough to supply him opportunities for 
smart remarks and gay sallies, which I never failed 
to echo and applaud. Thus I was gaining every 
hour on his a£fef:tions, till unfortunately, when the 
assembly was more splendid than usual, his desire 
of admiration prompted bim to turn his raillery 
upon me. I bore it for some time with great sub- 
mission, and success encouraged him to redouble 
bis attacks ; at last my vanity prevailed over my 
prudence, I retorted his irony with such spirit, that 
Hilarius, imaccustomed to resistance, was discon- 
certed, and soon found means of convincing me 
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that hU ptirpose was not to encourage a rival, but 
to fostor a parante. 

I was then taken into the &mi)iarity of Ai^tk^ 
a DoUeman eminent for judgment and critktsiD. 
He had contributed to mj reputation by the pnises 
which be bad often bestowed up(xi my writings, in 
which he owned that there were proD& of a genias 
that iB^ht rise to high degrees of exedloiee, when 
time, or information, had reduced its exabauie& 
He therefore required me to consult him befiws 
the puUication of any new performance, and com- 
monly proposed innumerable alterations, without 
fluffident attention to the general design, or regard 
to my form of style, and mode of imaginatiini. 
But these corrections he never &iled to press as 
indispensably necessary, and thought the least de- 
lay of compliance an act of rebellion. The pride 
of an auUior made this treatment insufferable, and 
I thought any tyranny easier to be borne than that 
which took from me the use of hiy understanding. 

My next patron was Eutyches, the statesman, 
who was wholly engaged in public affairs, and 
seemed to have no ambition but to be powerful and 
rich. I found his favour more permanent than 
that of the others ; for there was a certain price at 
which it might be bought ; he allowed nothing to 
humour, 'or to affection, but was always ready to 
pay liberally for the service that he required. His 
demands were, indeed, very often such as virtue 
could not easily consent to gratify ; but virtue 
is not to be coneulted when men are to raise their 
fortunes by the favour of the great. His measures 
were censured-, I wrote in his defence, and was 
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recompensed with a place, c^ which the profits were 
never received by me without the pangs of remem- 
bering that they were the reward of widcedness, — 
a reward which nothing but that tiecenity which 
the consumption of my little estate in these wild 
pursuits had brought upon me, hind«ed me from 
throwing back in the &ce of my corrupter. 

At this time my uncle died without a will, and 
I became heir to a small fortune. I had resolution 
to throw off the splendour whidi reproached me to 
myself, and retire to an humbler state, in which I 
am now endeavouring to recover the dignity o€ 
virtue, and h<^ to make some reparation for my 
crime and follies, by informing otherS) who may be 
led after the same pageants, that they are about to 
engage in a course of life, in which they are to 
purchase, by a thousand miseries, the privily oS 
repentance. 

I am, &C. 

EUBULUS. 
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lUi mori gravii ineuhat, 
Qut, noftu nimii omnibut, 
Jgnotni m(^^m'5t.—— Seneca. 

To him .' aUa ! to him, I fter. 
The face of death will terrible appear. 
Who in his life, flattering his seiueletB pride, 
By being tnovm to all the world beside. 
Pom not himself, when he is dying, know. 
Not what he is, nor whither he's to ga Cowlbv. 

I HAVE shewn, in a late essay, to what errors 
men are hourly betrayed by a mistaken opinion 
of their own powers, and a negligent inspection of 
their own character. But as I then confined my 
observations to common occurrences and familiar 
scenes, I think it proper to inquire, how far a 
nearer acquaintance with ourselves is necessary to 
our preservation from crimes as well as follies, and 
how much the attentive study of our own minds 
may contribute to secure to us the approbation of 
that Being, to whom we are accountable for our 
thoughts and our actions, and whose &Tour must 
finally constitute our total happiness. 

If it be reasonable to estimate the difficulty of 
any enterprise by frequent miscarriages, it may 
justly be concluded that it is not easy for a man to 
know himself, for wheresoever we turn our view, 
we shall find almost all with whom we converse so 
nearly as to judge of their sentiments, indulging 
more &vourable conceptions of their own virtue 
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than they hare been able to impress upon otbers, 
and congratulating themselves upon degrees of ex- 
cellence, which their fondest admirers cannot dlow 
them to have attained. 

Those representations of imaginary virtue are 
generally considered as arts of hypocrisy, and as 
snares laid for confidence and praise. But I believe 
the suspicion often unjust ; those who thus propa- 
gate their own reputation, only extend the fraud by 
which they have been themselves deceived ; fin: 
this failing is incident to numbers, who seem to live 
without designs, competitions, or pursuits ; it ap- 
pears on occasions which promise no accession of 
honour or of profit, and to persons from whom very 
little is to be hoped or feared. It is indeed, not 
easy to tell how far we may be blinded by the love 
of ourselves, when we reflect how much a sectxidary 
passion can cloud our judgment, and how few faults 
a man, in the first raptures of love, can discover in 
the person or conduct of his mistress. 

To lay open all the sources from which error 
flows in upon him who contemplates bis own cha- 
racter, would require more exact knowledge of the 
human heart, than perhaps, the most acute and la- 
borioiis observers have acquired. And since false- 
hood may be diversified without end, it is not un- 
likely that every man admits an imposture in some 
respect peculiar to himself, as his views have been 
acddentally directed, or his ideas particularly com- 
bined. 

Some fallades, however, there are, more fre- 
quently insidious, which it may, perhaps, not be 
useless to detect ; because, though they are groa^ 
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they may be iatal, aod because potbing but atten- 
tion is necessary to defeat them. 

Oiw sophism by which men poiuade themselves 
that they have those virtues which they really want, 
is formed by the substitutioD of single acts for ha- 
bits. A miser who once relieved a Mend from the 
dangor of a prison, suffers his imagination to dwell 
Sar ever upon his own heroic generosity ; he yidds 
his heart up to indignation at those who are Uind 
to merit, or insensible to misery, and who can please 
themselves with the enjoyment of that wealth, which 
they never permit others to partake. From any 
censures of the world, or reproaches of his con- 
fidence, be has an appeal to action and to know« 
ledge: and though his whole life is a course of 
rapadty and avarice, he concludes himself to be 
tender and lil}eral, because he lias once perfcmned 
an act of liberality and tenderness. 

As a glass which magnifies objects by the ap- 
proach of one end to the eye, lessens them by the 
appUoatiffli of the other, so vices are extenuated l^ 
the inveruon of that fallacy, by which virtues are 
augmented. Those feults which we cannot conceal 
from our own notice, are considered, however fre- 
quent, not as habitual corruptions, or settled prac- 
tioes, but as casual feilures, and single lapses. A 
man wbo has from year to year set his country to 
sale, either for the gratification of bis ambition or 
resentment, confesses that, the heat of party now 
and then betrays the severest virtue to measures 
that cannot be seriously defended. He that spends 
bis days and nights in riot and debauchery, owns 
that his passions oftentimes overpower his tesolu- 
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tiotw. But each comforts himself that his feults al« 
not without precedent for the best and the wisest 
men have given way to the violence of sudden 
temptations. 

There are men who always ronfound the praise cnT 
goodness with the practice, and who believe them- 
selves mild and moderate, charitable and &ithful, 
because they have exerted thdr eloquence m com- 
mendation of mildness, fidelity, and other virtues. 
This is an error almost imiversal among thoae that 
converse much with dependents, with sudi whose 
fear or interest disposes them to a seeming revereiwe 
for any declamation, however enthusiastic, and, sub* 
mission to any boast, however arrc^nt. Having 
none to recall their attention to their lives, they rate 
themselves by the goodness of their opinioos, and 
foiget how much more easily men may shew their 
virtue in their talk than in their actions. 

The tribe is likewise very numerous of those who 
regulate their lives, not by the standard of reUgtm* 
but the measure of other men's virtue ; who luU their 
own remorse with the remembrance of crimes mon 
atrocious than their own, and seem to believe that 
they are not bad while another can be found wwsa 

For escaping these and a thousand other deoeits» 
many expedients have been proposed. Some have 
recommended the frequent consultation of a wise 
friend, admitted to intimacy, and encouraged to sin- 
cerity. But this appears a remedy by no meant 
adapted to general use : for in order to secure the 
virtue of one, it presupposes more virtue in two 
than will generally be found. In the first, such a 
desire of rectitude and amendment, as may indioe 
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faim to hear his own accusatioQ finm the mouth 
of hitn whom be esteems, and by whom, therefore, 
he will always h<^ that his faults are not disco- 
vered ; and in the second, such zeal and honesty, 
aa will make htm content for his fiiend's advantage 
to lose his kindness. 

A long life may be passed without finding a friend 
in whose understanding and virtue we can equally 
confide, and whose opinion we can value at once 
for its justness and sincerity. A weak man, how- 
ever honest, is not qualified to judge. A man of 
the world, however penetrating, is not fit to counsel. 
Friends are often chosen for similitude of manners, 
and therefore each palliates the other's failings, be- 
cause they are his own. Friends are tender, and 
unwilling to give pain, or they are interested, and 
fearftil to ofiend. 

These objections have indined others to advise 
that he who would know himself, should consult bis 
enemies, remember the reproaches that are vented 
td his &ce, and listen for the censures that are ut- 
tend in [nivate. For his great business is to know 
bis faults, and those malignity will discover, and 
resentment will reveal. But this precept may be 
often frustrated ; for it seldom happens that rivals 
or opponents are suffered to come near enough to 
know our conduct with so much exactness as that 
oomdence should allow and reflect the accusation. 
The charge of an enemy is often totally false, and 
commonly so mingled with falsehood, that the 
mind takes advantage from the failure of one part 
to discredit the rest, and never suffers any disturb- 
ance t^torward from such partial reports. 
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Yet it seems that enemies have been always 
found by experience the most feithful monitors; 
for adversity has ever been eonddered aa die state 
in which a man most easily becomes acquainted 
with himself, and this e£Eeot it must produce by 
withdrawing flatterers, whose business it is to hide 
our weaknesses from us, or by ^ving loose to malice, 
and license to reproach ; or at least by cutting off 
those pleasures which called us away from medi- 
tation on our own conduct, and repressing that 
pride which too easily persuades us that we merit 
whatever we enjoy. 

Fart of these benefits it is in every man's power 
to procure to himself, by assigning proper portions 
of faift life to the examination of the rest, and by 
putting himself frequently in such a situation, hy 
retirement and abstraction, as may weaken the in. 
fluence of external objects. By this practice he 
may obtain the solitude of adversity without ita 
melancholy, its instructions without its censures, 
and its sensiHIity without its perturbations. 

The neces^ty of setting the world at a distance 
from us, when we are to take a surrey of ourselves 
has sent many from high stations to the severities <^ 
a monastic life ; and, indeed, every man deeply 
engaged in business, if all regard to another state 
be not extinguished, must have the cmviction, 
though, perhaps, not the resolution of Valdesso^ 
who, when he solicited Charles the Fifth to dismiss 
him, being asked, whether he retired upon disgust, 
answa^ that he laid ^own his commission, for no 
otiier reason but because there ought to be some 
time for sober reflection between the li/e of a soldier 
and his death. 
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Th&te are few conditions which do not entangle 
us with sublunary hopes and fears, from which it is 
necessary to be at intervals disencumbered, that 
we may place ourselves in his presence, who views 
effects in their causes, and actions in their motives ; 
that we may, as Cbillingworth expresses iti consider 
tbings as if there were no other beings in the world 
but God and ourselves; or, to use language yet 
more awful, may commune roith our own hearts^ 
and be siiB. 

Death, says Seneca, falls heavy upon him who is 
too much known to others, and too little to hims^; 
and Pontanus, a man celebrated among the early 
restorers of literature, thought the study of our own 
hearts of so much importance^ that he has recom- 
mended it from his tomb^ Sum Joannes Jovianus 
Pontanus, quern tanaverunt bona mustB, suspexervnt 
vh-i probi, honestaverunt reges dominisjam seis 
gut sim, vel qui poUus Jwrim ; ego vero te, hcspet, 
noscere in tenebris negneo, ted teipsum ut noscas 
rogo. " I am Pontanus, beloved by the powers of 
" literature, admired by men of worth, and digni- 
" fied by the monarchs of the world. Thou knowest 
** now who I am, or mcH« properly who 1 was. Vex 
'*thee, stranger, I who am in darkness cannot 
" know thee, hut I intreat thee to know thyself." 

I hope every reader of this paper will consider 
hims^ as engaged to the observation of a precept, 
which the wisdom and virtue of all ages have con- 
curred to' enforce : a precept, dictated by philoso- 
phers, ineidcated by poets, imd ratified by saints. 
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Prudensfutvn temporis exitum 
Caliginiiia nocfe p r e m il Unit, 

Xidetqite ti morioHi ultra 

Fai Irepidel. hok. 

Bat God hu wiiel; Hd from humBn dgbt 

The dark decteee of fiitim fate. 
And Bown tbdr teeds in depth of ui^t j 
He laughs at all the gidd; tuma of Etate, 
VThen mortals search too soon, and Seax too late. dkvdih. 

There is nothing recommended with greater 
frequency among the gayer poets of antiquity, 
than the secure possession of the present hour, and 
.the dismission of all the cares which intrude upon 
our quiet, or hinder, by importunate perturbationB, 
the enjoyment of those delights wt^ich our condition 
happens to set before us. 

The ancient poets are, indeed, by no means nn- 
ex(£ptionable teachers of morality ; thtir precepts 
are to be always considered as the sallies of a genius, 
intent rather upcm giving pleasure than inatracUon, 
eager to take every advantage of insinuation, and, 
provided the passions can be engaged on its side, 
very litUe solidtous about the suffrage of reasui. 

The darkness and uncertainty through which the 
heathens were compelled to wander in the pursuit 
of happiness, may, indeed, be alleged as an excuse 
for many of their seducing invitations to immediate 
enjoyment, which the modems, by whom th^ have 
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been imitated, have not to plead. It is do wonder 
tiiat such as had no promise (^another state should 
eagerly turn th«r thoughts upon the improvement 
of that whicb was before them ; but surely those 
who are aoqnainted witib the hopes and fears of eter- 
nity, might think it necessary to put some restraint 
upon their ima^nation, and reflect that by echoing 
the BUigs of the ancient bacchanals, and transmit- 
ting the maxims of past debauchery, they not only 
prove that they want invention, but virtue, and 
submit to the servility of imitation only to copy 
that of which the writer, if he was to live now, 
would often be ashamed. 

Yet as the errors and follies of a great genius are 
seldom without some radiations of understanding, 
t^ which meaner minds may be enlightened, the in- 
dtements to pleasure are, in those authors, generally 
mingled with such reflections upon life, as well de~ 
serve to be considered distinctly from the purposes 
for which they are produced, and to be treasured 
up as the settled conclusions of extensive observa- 
tion, acute sagacity, and mature experience. 

It is not without true judgment, that on these oc- 
casions tiiey often warn their readers against in- 
quiries into futurity, and scdicitude about events 
which lie hid in causes yet unactive, and which 
time has not brought forward into the view of rea- 
son. An idle and thoughtless resignation to chance, 
without any struggle against calamity, or endea- 
vour after advantage, is indeed below the dignity, 
of a reasonable being, in whose power Providence 
baa put a great part even of his present happiness ; 
but it shews an equal ignormce of our proper 
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spber^ to hafasB our thongbts with co&j<»cture& 
about things not yet in being. How can we r^n- 
bte events, of which we yet know not wbetho'tbey 
will ever happen ? And why should we liiink, with 
painfbl anxiety, about Uuton whkh. out thoughts 
can have no influence ? 

It is 8 maxim commonly received, that a wise man 
is never surprised ; and, perhaps, this ex«Dptkn 
irom astonishment may be imagined to [voceed 
Saxo such a prospect into futurity, aa gave previous 
intimation of those evils which oRea &U unexpected 
upon others that have less foresight But the truth 
is, that things to come, except when they approach 
rery nearly, are equally hidden from men of all de- 
grees of understanding ; and if a wise man is not 
amazed at sudden occurrences, it is not that he has 
thought mor^ but less upon futurity. He never 
considered things not yet existing as the proper ob- 
jects of his attention ; be never indulged dreams 
till he was deceived by their phantom^ imnt ever 
realized nonentities to his mind. He is not sur- 
prised because he is not disappointed, and be es- 
capes disappointment because he nevo- forms any 
expectations. 

The concern about things to come, that is so 
justly censured, is not the result of those general 
reflections on the variaUeness of fortune, the uncer- 
tainty of life, and the universal insecurity of all 
human acquiffltions, which must always be sug- 
gested by the view of the world ; but such a des- 
ponding anticipation of misfortune, as Axes the 
mind upon scenes of gloom and melancholy, and 
makes fear predominate in every imagination. 
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Anxiety of this kind is neariy of the lame nature 
with )eakm»y in lor^ and su^icion in the general 
eommeroe of life ; a tempw which keeps the man 
always in ahirtns; dispoaea him to judge of every 
thing in a manner that least favours his own quiet, 
fills him with perpetual stratagems of countoracdon, 
wears him out in schemes to obviate evils whidi 
never threatened him, and at length, perhaps, con- 
tributes to the production of those mischieft d 
which it had raised such dreadful apprehensions. 

It has been usual in all ages for moralists to re* 
TprcBB the swellings of vain hope, by representations 
of the innumerable casualties to which life is sub- 
ject, and by instances of the unexpected defeat of 
the wisest schemes of policy, and sudden subver- 
nons of the highest eminences of greatness. It 
has, perhaps, not been equally observed, that all 
these examples afford the proper antidote to fear 
as. well as to hope, and may be applied with no less 
efficacy as consolations to the timorous, than as re- 
atraints to the proud. 

Evil is uncertain in the same degree as good, and 
fin' the reason that we ought not to hope too se- 
curely, we ought not to fear with too much dejec- 
tion. The state of the world is continually chang- 
nig, and none can tell the result of the next vicis- 
utude. Whatever is afloat in the stream of time, 
may, when it is very near us, be driven away by an 
accidental blast, which shall happen to cross the 
general course of the current. The sudden acci- 
dents by which the powerful are depressed, may fall 
upon those whose malice we fear ; and the great- 
ness by which we expect to be overborne, may be- 
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come another pnx^ of the false flatteries of ftxtune. 
Our enemieB may become weak, or we grow strong 
before our encounter, or we may advance against 
each other without ever meeting. There are, in- 
deed, natural evils which we can flatter mirselves 
with no hopes of escaping, and with little of delay- 
ing ; 'but of the ills which are apprehended from 
human malignity, or the opposition of rival inte^ 
rests, we may always alleviate tbe terror by con- 
sidering that our persecutors are weak and igno- 
rant, and mortal like ourselves. 

The misfortunes which arise irom the OMicur- 
rence of unhappy incidents should never be suf- 
fered to disturb us before they happen ; because, if 
the breast be once laid open to the dread of mere 
possilnlities of misery, life must be given a prey to 
dismal solicitude, and quiet must be lost- for ever. 

It is remarked 1^ old Comaro, that it is absurd 
to be afraid of tbe natural dissolution of the body, 
because it must certainly happen, and can, by no 
cauticHi or artifice, be avoided. Whether this sen- 
timent be entirely just, I shall not examine ; but 
certainly if it be improper to fear events which 
must happen it, is yet more evidently contrary 
'to right reason to fear those which may never 
happen, and which, if they should come upon us. 
we cannot resist 

As we ought not to give way to fear, any more 
than indulgence to hope, because tbe objects bc^ 
of fear and hope are yet uncertdn, so we ought not 
to trust the representations of ope more than of the 
other, because they are both equally fallacious ; as 
hope enlarges happiness, fear aggravates calamity 
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It is generally allowed, that no man ever found the 
h^piness of possession proportionate to that expect- 
ation which incited his desire, and invigorated his 
ptinuit ; nor has miy mtn foiiod the evils of life so 
formidaUe in reality, t» they were described to 
bim by his own imagination, every species of dls- 
te«s8 brings with it some peculiar supports, some 
unforeseen means of resisting, or power of endur- 
ing. Taylor justly blames some pious persons, who 
indulge their fencies too much, set themselves, by 
the force of inw^^Uien, in tbe ^ace of the an- 
dent martyrs and confessors, and question the va- 
lidity of their own ' faith, because they shllnk at 
the thoughts of flaoies and bvtares. It is, si^b 
ho, Buffident that you are able to eboouiter the 
teaipUtions wfaidi now asHutt yon; when Chid 
sends trials, he may send strength. 

All fear is in itself punfiil, and when it acaa- 
duces not to safety is painful without ok. JSvery 
ooosideration therefor^ by which gronn^ess ter- 
rars may be removed^ adds soooething to humasi 
happiness. It is likewise not unwor^y of reaMrk» 
tiiat in proportion as our cares are euaidoycd ufon 
.Hie future they are abstracted fiom the present^ 
foxB tbe only time which we oan call our own, 
and of which if we neglect the apparent duties, to 
make provisioa against visionary attacksi we shall 
oertunly coimberact our own purpose; fer be^ 
doubtless, miitakes his true iateicBt, win thinks 
that he cm increase his safety, when he impairs 
his virtue. 

VOL. IV. o 
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— -■ Kuihu vH tuat 
Jffidiit poptdo, gtatior it diet, 
Et tolet widm* tult«t~-~aom. 

Whene'er thj coODtenuioe dirine 

111' attendant people cheen. 
The genul mnamoTe ndiant dnns. 

Tht day vaate glad i^pean.~— ilfbimbtoii. 

M K EAMBLEB, 

These are few tasks more ungrateful than for par- 
sons of modesty to speak thdr own pmises. In 
some cases, however, this must be done foe the ge- 
neral good, and a generous spirit will on such oocft- 
Hons assert its merit, and vindicate itself with be- 
coming warmth. 

My drcumstances, sir, are very hard and pecu- 
liar. Could the world be brought to treat me as 
I deserve, it would be a public bene6t^. This 
makes me apply to you, that my. case b«,ng &irly 
stated jn a paper so generally esteemed, I may 
sufibr no longer from ignorant and childi^ p^u- 
dices. 

My elder brother was a Jew ; a very respectable 
-person, but somewhat ausfsre in his naanner : highly 
and deservedly valued by his near relations and in- 
timates, but utterly unfit for mixing in a large so- 
dety or gaining a general, acquaii^tance among 
mankind. In a venerable old age h« retired from 
the world, and I in the Uoom of youth cune into it. 
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succeeding bira in all his dignities, and formed, as 
I mi^t reasonably flatter myself, to be the object 
of universal love and esteem. Joy and gladness 
were bora vritb me; eheeriiilneSB, good-humour* 
and benevolence, always attended and endeared 
my in&ncy. That time is long past. So long, that 
idle imaginations are apt to &ncy me wrinkled, 
old, and disagreeable ; but^ unless my looking-glass 
deceives me, I have not yet lost one charm, one 
beauty of my earliest years. However, thus far U 
too certain, I am to every body just what they 
choose to think me, so that to very few I appear in 
my right shape; and though naturally I am the 
Jnend of human kind, to few. very few compara- 
tively, am I useful or agreeaUe. 

This is the more grievous, as it is utterly imp(»- 
sible for me to avoid being in all .sorts of places 
and companies ; and I am therefore liable to meet 
with perpetual affronts and injuries. Though I 
have as natural an antipathy to cards and dice, as 
some people have to a cat, many and many an as- 
sembly am I forced to endure; and though rest 
and composure ar6 my peculiar joy, am worn out 
aiid harassed to death with journeys by men and 
women of quality, who never take one but when I 
can be of the party. Some, on a contrary extreme, 
will never receive me but in bed, where they spend 
at least half of the time 1 have to stay with them ; 
and others are so monstrously ill-bred as to take 
physic on purpose when they have reason to ex- 
pect me. - Those who keep upon terms of more 
politeness with me, are generally so cold and con- 
«traihed iti their behaviour, that I cannot but per- 
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orave in^telf m tHimlooBw guat } oad even MMN^ 
pflvsons deserving of eiteeoi, and who eertwily h«vf 
• vduc f<jt met itUtoo«videMilhatgeiieni)y ivbeft* 
ever I come, I throw a dulness over tht whsAt eom* 
pwy. Ibat I am oitwfauned with a fonnal atiff civi- 
H^. «id tbflt tbcy are glad when 1 am &iriy g<wwi i 

How bitter mwt tiiis kind of reoeptioo be to otifl 
Ibrtned to jn8|>ire delight, adonrstiwi, aad low! 
To one capaUe of answering and rewarding tbft. 
fteatest warmth and ddicacy of s^timentt ! 

I was bred up amcMig a set of exoelleat pepylew 
who a£fecti<»iately loved me, and treated me.wUir 
the utmost honour and respect. It would be to*' 
^ous to relrte the variety of my adventure^ and 
strange vicissitudes of my fortune in many ^iSe^ 
rent countries. Here in Knghmd there was a titpc 
when 1 lived according to my heart's desire. Whm*- 
ever I appeared, public assemblies appointed. for 
my reception were crowded with persons .of quaU^ 
and fashion, early drest a> for a eourt, to pa^ mt 
their devoirs. Cheer&l hospit^ty evexy > wbrnc 
crowned my board, and 1 was IboloBd upoafia vveay 
country pwish as a kind oi oooUl bo^d bet^iMn 
the 'squire, the parson, and the- teDantb.^.Xfae-iar 
borious porar every where Meat my ^ppeaeuwca 
tiiey do still, and keep their best dothaa: tb db «ae 
honour ; tbbugh as much as I deligbt in kfaeihoMst 
country folks, they do now and then ibrawia patoS 
ale at my head, and someltroes an anludcyhny wilt 
d^e his cricket-ball ftitl in my Ace; ^n : ' . 

Even in these my best days there wae Jpbriawi 
who thought me too demure and grave, i.niiut 
fbnoojth by all means be instructed by Uifofft 
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mMten. imi taof^ ta dance md fb^-. QPUi me^ 
dtod of iedudtnon wm bo ciHitniry to my^ geniui^ 
formed fiw ^nudi nobler «ntertBUiiiiaiti» tint it 
did notsooRtd at all. 

I feH neit iofD the hands ef a very dififenBt eat.- 
Th^ were m itxaemvtiy scanddised at the gaiflly 
oCmjrxappeamiae, as not only to despoil toe of the 
tofagn fapperies, ftbe paint and l^e patches that I 
had bsein trieked oat with by my hut misjud^ng 
tutors, but dwy robbed me c^ every mnocent ora^ 
mcot I had from my iiilancy been used to gather 
in Hm fields and gsfden ; nay, they Uacked my 
iaee, «id oorered me all ovw with a habit of 
mourning, and that too very coarse and awkward. 
I waB now obliged to spend my whole life in heatv 
ing feermons ; nor permitted bo much as to nnile . 
upcHi any occasion. 

In- this melanchidy disguise I -became a perfect 
faagbear to 'all children, and ytxing folks. Where- 
ever Itqame there ms.a gen««l hush, and immft> 
AMrstop to-all pleasantaiass of look or discourse ; 
andfiotlxiiig pevmittcd to talk with them in my 
oa*n'limgufege at tint time, they took such a dig> 
gosttd me in-' tlu»e> tediaus hours of yawning, that 
hming' tmumitted it to tbdr diildren, I cannot 
now> be heard; tiwagh it is Icwg since I have r^ 
devaved ny aatural ftvm. and pleasing tpne of 
^icei' Would'tb^ hut >reeme my visits kindly, 
ttni Hstnr to -wfet I eould tell them — let me say 
it witboat vanityH-how charming a companion- 
dlMdd i he ! to every one ooold I talk on the sub- 
jeots most mtwatiag and mpst {dcasing. Witli 
^ -great: and amtetious, I wo^ disooune of 
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boKMira fandvafliraDeementB, of ^stdiwttoDi.to wht^ 
,Ae whxAe world should be wUnest^ of unenvied 
dignities ' and .durable prrfeniient& To tbe.Eicb.'I 
would tdl of inexhaustible treasures,- and tlM isure 
4Bctb0d to attain tbcm. I would teach them to 
Tp»t<out their money on the best intere^ and in- 
struct the lovers of ^ileasure how to secure wad 
improve it to the highest degree. The beauty 
should learn of ine how to 'preserve an -everlasting 
Uoom. To the afflicted I would administer com- 
fort, and relaxation to the busy. 

As I dare promise myself you will attest the 
truth of all I have advanced, th^re is no doubt, but 
many. will be desirous of improving their acquaint- 
Ance with me ; and that I may not be thought too 
difficult, 1 will tell you, in short,' how I wish tO; be 
received. 

You must know I equally hate lassy idleness and 
hurry. 1 would every where be welcomed at a to- 
lerably early hour writh decent good*humaur «nd 
gratitude. I u^ust be attended in the great halls,' 
peculiarly appropriated to me^ with respect; but I 
do n^ ihaist upon finery : propriety of appeatano^ 
and perfect neatness is all I require. I must at 
dimienbe treated <with a tenapsrate, bufaidtwoAl 
sod^ meal; both the neigbbeuvs ^nd .Ahs-psor 
should be the bettev fi» me. Somfi tiiw I <sm*t 
have tSte-a-tSte \ri%h toy imi^eg^^MXrs, atnA^lbe 
test of my visit should iw, spent iik'plttaaAt waUis 
and airingg among atts)of agreeable. ipeo}deb'in««di 
discemse OS I shell naturatty-dictete,.«r'W tewiir^ 
aome- few sdectcd out of .thwA-ouvibtrtees/ books' 
that are dedicated to me,, aiid go byimy owiti... A 
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Dame that, alas! as the wwld standi tA prem^ 
makes them oftener thrown aside than taken . u^ 
As these' conT«^tions and books should be bodi 
well chosen, to give some advice on that bead may 
posnfaly fiimisb you with a future piq>er, and any 
thing you shall <^er on my behalf will be of gnat 

BtO, 



Good Mr Raubleb, 

Your fiuthful Friend and Servant, 
SUNDAY. 
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. Jfuttgo mei*kiat toitim defindert moret, 

^^foque pro iiitiit Wta tptert mnt.— — ovtn. 

Corrupted maiinera I shall ne'er defl»td ; 
'■ '■ ItJir^ '&yelj' nitty, Ibrmy Otblta^catiteiid. iifBiMtTOx. ' " . 

TKOCWJf'tbe falKUttty of man's reason, and the 
narrowness of his knowledge, are very liberally 
eonfessed, yet the conduct of those who so will- 
n^ljr «dmit the weakness of human nature, seena 
to ^smver that ^tbis aeknowledgment is not al- 
together aine^e i at teaat, that most make it with 
a tsat Mfttrre I'm' favour of theaasdveB* and that 
wHb wbatevn ease th^ give up the claim of th«r 
neigMNNir«, tiiey aBdeuioas of bong thought ex. 
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eni^ from faults in thar own cot^oct, and ftotn 
enor in their opiDions. 

The oerlaisi and obstinate oppostticHi, wbicb we 
maj otxerre made to confutation however deuy 
and to reproc^ however lender, is tat undonbte^ 
segument, that some dormant jxivilttge ii. tliougbt 
to be attacked ; for as no man can lose wlud; b* 
neither possesses, nor imagines himself to poaseas; 
or be defrauded of that to which he has no right* 
it is reasonable to suppose that those who break 
out into ftiry' at the softest contradiction, or the. 
slightest censure, since they a[q>arently conclude 
themseWes injui^, must fancy sonie andent in- 
munity violated, or some natural prerogative in- 
vaded. To be mistaken, if they thought them- 
selves liable to mistake, could not be conudered 
either as shameful or wonderful, and they would 
not receive with so much emcfion intelligence 
which only informed them of what they knew be-'^ 
fore, nor struggle with sach . eamestiuaa againtt an 
attadc that deprived them of nothing to wbicb they 
held themselves entitled. . . ■ 

It is related of one of the philosopher^ tl^t .ydien 
an account was brought him of bis son's deai^, .he 
received it Mily with thb reflection, /A»£ic4Jbf 
tai^ son waa mortal. He that. is oonvinc^ of an 
error, if he had the same knowledge .of jiui' owa 
weakneaa, would, instead oi slEaining fijr artifices* 
add brooding maliguily, only regwd aueb; ovk- 
^bts as the appendages of huiaapity, uid ipaoify 
himself with etmsidering that he had always knowa 
man to be a &llible being. 

If it be true Unt most of our pasaions are excited 
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by tbe noveltjr of oljecti, tiiere is little reason for 
doubting, that to be eonsidored as subject to fal- 
lacies of ratiocination, or imperfection of know- 
ledgi^ is to a great part f>f mankind entirely new ; 
ft>r it is impossible to All into any company wbere 
there is not some regular and established subordi- 
nation, without finding rage and yehemence pro- 
duced only by ^fiference of sentiments about things 
in which neither of the disputants have any other 
kiterciit, than what proceeds from their mutual un- 
willingness to give way to any opinion that may 
bring upon them the disgrace of being wrong. 

I hhve heard of one tha^ having advanced some 
erroneous doctrines in philosophy, refused to see 
the experiments by which they were confuted : 
uid the observation of every day will give new 
ptYwft with how much industry subterfuges and 
evasions are sought to decline the pressure of r^ 
vAtl^ss arguments, how t^ten the state of the ques- 
ticMi is altered, how often the antagonist is wilfully 
nriarepresented, and in how much perplexity the 
dearest portions are involved by those whom they 
bap^n to oppose. 

■OftSt tnortaU none seem to have been more in- 
fected vrith this species of vanity, than the race of 
waters, whose reputation aridng solely from their 
understanding, ^ves them a very delicate sensibi- 
lity df any viol«)oe attempted on their literary ho- 
nour. - It is not nnpleasing to remark with what 
soBoitude men of acknowledged abilities will endea- 
vour to palliate absurdities and recondle contra- 
dictioiis, only to obviate criticisms to which all hu- 
man performances must ever be exposed, and froDC^ 

r:.t,z.cf, Google 



ttt THB uarBLBX. Ko. 81. 

wfaidi they can never suffer, but when they teach the 
world, by a Tun and 'ridiculous impatience, to 
tbink thmn of importance. 

: Drydeni whose warmth of fancy, and haste of 
compoution, veiy frequently harried hioi into in* 
Accuracies, beard himself sometimes exposed to ri- 
dicule for having s«d in one of bis tragedies, 

I follow &te, which does too Gut ptuioe. 

That no man could at once follow and be followed 
was, it may be thought, too plain to be long dis- 
puted; and the truth is, that Dryden was appa- 
rently betrayed into the blunder by the double 
meaning of the word Fate, to which in the fMmer 
part of the verse he had annexed the idea of FW- 
tune, and the latter -that of Death; so that the 
sense only was, " though pursued ^r Death, I will 
not resign myself to des|^, but will follow FVir- 
tun^ and do and suffer what is appointed." This, 
however, was not completely expressed, and Dry- 
den being determined not to give way to -bis cri- 
tics never confessed that he had been' surprised 
by an ambiguity ; but finding luckily in Vh^F aa 
account of a man moving in a circle, with this ex- 
pression, Et se sequitwque fugitqne, " Here,** ttys 
he, " is the passage in imitation of w4ricfa' I wMte 
" the line that my critics were pleased to ebn- 
" demn as nonsense ; not but I may sometimes Wrtte 
<< nonsense, though they have not tbe fortune to 
« find it." " 

- Every one sees the folly of such mean douW 
lings to escape the pursuit of criticism;' nor is 
there a single reader of this poet, who would not 

r:.i,2.c I!, Google 



K0.S1. T 

faave paid bun greater veneration, had he shewn 
consciousness enough of bis own superiority to set 
such cavils at defiance, and owned that he some- 
times slipped into eriwrs by the tumult of his ima- 
gination, and the multitude of bis ideas. 

It is happy when this temper discovers itself 
only in little things, which inay be right or wrong 
without any influence on the virtue or happiness 
of mankind. We may, with very little inquietude, 
see a man persist in a project which he has found 
to be impracticable, live in an inconvenient house . 
because it was contrived by himself, or wear a coat 
of a particular cut, in hopes by perseverance to 
bring it into fosbion. These are indeed follies, but 
they are only follies, and, however wild or ridicu- 
lous, can very tittle affect others. 

But , such pride, once indulged, too frequently 
operates upon more important objects, and inclines 
men not <»ily to vindicate their errors, but their 
vices ; to posist in practices which their own hearts 
aondemn, only lest they should seem to feel re^ 
pEoaobes, or be made wiser by the advice of others; 
or to search for sophisms tending to the confusion 
of all principles, and the evacuation of all duties, 
that they may not appear to act what they are not 
able to dc&nd. 
--.Let every man, who finds vanity so far predomi- 
nant, aa to betray bun to the danger of this last 
degree of corruption, pause a moment to conuder 
what will be Uie consequences of the plea which 
he is abput to offer for a practice to which he 
knows himself n<ri;- led at first by reason, but im- 
P^ed by Uie violence of desir^ surprised by the 
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suddenness of passion, or seduced by thg soft; ap^ 
proacfaes of temptation. &nd by imperceptible gra- 
dations of guitt. Let him consider what he is going 
to commit, by fordng hit understanding to patro- 
nise those appetites, which it u its chief business to 
hinder and reform. 

, The cause of virtue requires so little art to de- 
fend it, and good and evil, when they have been 
once shewn, are so easily distinguished, that sucb^ 
apologists seldom gain proselytes to Uieir party, 
nor have their fidlades power to deceive any but 
those whose dcures have clouded their discern-' 
ment All that the beat faculties thus employed 
can perform is, to persuade the hearers that the 
man U hopeless whom they only thought vidous, 
that corruption has passed from his manners to his 
principles, that all endeavours for bis recovery are 
without prospect of success, and that nothing re- ' 
mains but to avoid him as infectious, or hunt him - 
down as destructive. 

But if it be supposed that he may impose on his 
audience by partial representations of cOrts^iiC^ces, 
intricate deductions of remote causes, or-fAerplex^ 
combinations of ideas, which having Variods Vtla^ 
tions appear different as viewed on different'lidM^'! 
that he may sometimes puzzle the w^k andwell-' < 
meaning, and now and then seduce, by the adnii- ~ 
ration of his abilities, a young mind stiH fluctuat-' 
jng in unsetUed notions and ndtfaer fbrtified by 
instruction nor enlightened by eiperi^nce; y«t 
what must be the event of such atritlmpfa! A'! 
man cannot spend all this life in frolic: age, or' 
disease, or aoUtode, will teing some faoiin dfisett- 
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oiu conudenticm, and it will then affi^rd no com- 
fort to tbiok, that he bu extended the dcHninion 
' 1^ vice, that he has loaded himself with the crimes 
of others, and can never know ttie extent of his 
own wickedness, or make raparation for the mis- 
chief that he has caused. There is not, perhaps 
in all the stores of ideal anguish, a thought mat 
painful, than the consdousness o( having prc^n- 
gat^ comiption by vitiating principles, of having 
not only drawn others from the paths of virtue 
but blocked up the way by which they should re- 
turn, of having blinded them to every beau^ but 
the paint of pleasure, and deafened them to evety 
call but the alluring voice of the syrena of de8tru& 
tion. 

There is yet another danger in this practice: 
men who cannot deceive others, are very often 
fluccestful in deceiving themselves ; they weave 
their sophistry till their own reason is entangled, 
and repeat their positions till they are credited by 
themselves ; by often contending, they grow taa- 
cere in the cause ; and by long wishing for demon- 
strative a^uments, they at last bring themselves 
to fancy that they have found them. Th^ are 
then at the uttermost verge of wickedness, and 
mfty die without having that light rekindled in 
their minds, which their own pride and ^ntumacy 
have extinguished. 

The men who cam be charged with fewest fail- 
ings, eith,er. with respect to abilities or virtue, are 
g«neraUy most ready to allow tbem; for, not to 
dwell on thinip of solemn and awful consideration, 
the humility of confessors, the tears of saints* and 
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the dying tenors of persons eminent for piety 
and innocenw, it is well known that Csesar wrote 
an account of the errors committed by him in his 
wars of Gaul, and that Hippocrates, whose name 
is perhaps in rational estimation greater than 
Csesat's, warned posterity against a mistake into 
which he had fallen. " So mucfa," says CeUus* does 
the open and artless confession of an error becoine 
a man conscious that' he has enough remaining to 
support his character." 

As all error is meanness, it is incumbent on 
ereiy man who consults his own dignity, to retract 
it as soon as he discovers i^ without ieariug any 
censure so much as that of his own mind. As jus^ 
tice requires that all injuries should be repaired^ it 
is the duty of him who has seduced others by bad 
practices or false noti(»is, to endeavour that sudi 
as have adopted his errors should know his re- 
traction, and that those who have learned vice by 
his example, should by his example be taught a- 
mendment 
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■ ISfAn di a^«n mtfcr ** )vn|. FTTHAfl. 

Of all tli^ woes thit locd the mortal eUM, 
Whate'er thy pwtion, mUdly meet thy ftte ; 
But ease It as thou can'flt.' 



fio.Uwge a part of human life passes in a state oon- 
tnry to oar natural desires, that one of the prin< 
dpal topics of moral instruction is the art oi 
bearing caiamities. And such is the oeitainty ci 
evil, that it is the duty of every roan to furnish ta$ 
mind with U»>8e priocipl<yitbat may enable him to 
act under it with decency and propriety. 

The sect of ancient philosophers, that boasted 
to have, carried this necessary sdeoce to the highest 
perfection, were the stoics, or scholars of Zeno, 
whose wild enthusiastic virtue pretended to an 
exemption from the sensibilities of unenlightened 
mortals, and who proclumed themselves exalted, 
by the doctrines o£ their sect, above the reach <^ 
those miseries which embitter life to the rest of 
the world. They therefwe removed pain, poverty* 
loss d fiiends, exile, and violent death, ftom the 
catalogue of evils; and passed, in their haughty 
style, a kind of irreversible decree, by which they 
forbad them to be counted any longer among the 
objects of terror or an»ety, or to ^ve any dis- 
turbance to the tranquillity ctf" a wise man. 
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Taeee$6arf » not, is aticfa earieri nnes o«r pain is 
then without aggmratioH. aad we hare not ^the 
' bttterneeB of venune to add to ihe asperity of nus- 
£>rtutie. 

In those 'eviU wluc^ are alloted to us by Provi- 
dence, such as defonnily, privatioD of aay of tbe 
cones, tn- old age, it is alwaya to be mtamfaned* 
that iftipatioice cku have no present eieet, but to 
deprive us (^ the consolations which amr condiliDD 
admits, by driTiDg away from us those by nboae fim- 
venatitm or advice we might be amused or helped ; 
and that with regard to futurity it is yrt lessito be 
justifi^, since, without lessening the pam, it'oats 
iff the hope al that rewud wbrah he^ by whom it 
is inflicted, will eonfer upon: them that heap iti well. 
' In alt evils which admit a remedy, impatienae'-is 
to be avoided, because it wastes that time andaktea- 
tion in fxnnplaintB^ that, if property !4Bplied,"naigbt 
remove the cause. Turedne, among the- adoidw* 
ledgements which he used to pay tm conrOTatlw to 
the memory of those by whom h6 badbten duferuet- 
ed in the art oi war, m^ititoed Q«ie< iwith faonojir* 
who taught him liot.to spend his tione tar^ilettiiig 
any mistake which be had ntadt, ^bilt tly>set-hiniaclf 
imtne^ately and vigorously td rtpilritj ' ■i«r 

Patience end submission arc -very curefl^ Imi be 
dbttnguished from cowardice and indelences We 
are not to repine, but we may lawfWlly-struggle ;< for 
the calamities of life, liketbc-necesaittos if natdte, 
are calls to labour and exerdisee of dtlig^noe. tWben 
we feel any pressure of distress, iv6 are imtto eoai- 
dude that we can only obey the' will of hiebveni .by 
languishing under it, any montban whtttnt6<fi^. ^ 
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oBEve iliiS pun ofthiMtvUHrtBe to inu^ve tb^ ira- 
ter •» pmhSbitad. . Of ■usfbrtune it BCTar Atn be mn 
taifily known wfaetfaer, as proowding ftom tbe hand 
c^ God, it is an act of fiivour w of punisfamait : but 
since all the ordinaiy dUBpoDaattoin of FEoridenee 
ate tor be interiaieted sceordingto thegoneiialKDa- 
kigy of tlHDgs, we may ooiiolude that we have aright 
tO'Conove one inoonvenieuce ai well as another; 
tfaat we we only to take care leik we punehoae ease 
until guilt; and that our Maker's pttrpoWi-wbethiar 
of reward, at eeverity, will be answered 1^. the bu 
bnnn vbicfa be lays us under the neoessity of. pnv 
forming. 

Tfaii duty is not: nore difficult in any state tfaan 

in diseases intensely painful, vf tiieh may iideed ^af* 

Su. HiDh exacerbationa as seem to stnin the powers 

of iB&. to thor utmost abretob,. and leave very UMleirf 

the attention vacant to preo^t or r^roc^ la'diis 

stetetbenatuDftof man requires some indulgence 

aMdiemyiiestiavaguoe. bat impiety may be, easily 

I fiapven-ihikai. fVetilest we should think ourselves 

: tootnton entitM to Ae mmumful privil^es of ure. 

natiMp-nmargniiMs pn^tw to leAect, that the utmost 

t: aaguish>.)wfai4A hutoan wit can eoatrive. or human 

' malice caoinfliek^ has been borne with ooostapoy } 

. and tlisfaif'fcfae pains ofidiseaie be, as I b^ievs'tbey 

< dfe, aemetiaacs ^reatn .Aan those of artifksai tor- 

. turo^-tfaey ane.^eiKfinein tbair own nature sbcHler: 

. ^tb«r:^t*i fmne i»>quiebly broken, or the union be- 

;>tvMn.soui«ad body istter-a time nispendad by in* 

sansibilMy; and 4re Boan .cease to feel out; msladies 

' wbcn tbey one«>beQome. too violent to be>baroe. I 

. ^Makt^e^'iariStnA s^ww fi» questioning whe^er 
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-tfaeifcad}&m4iBUBd^arenDt:sopropDrtiQMd, thatAe 
•one^oui bear'aU thtfe oan beinffieted on tbe other, 
whether virtue cannot Btand'its gtooimd u long u 
life, and whether a soul well principled will not be 
s^arated sooner than subdued. 

In calamities which operate chiefly on our pas- 
sions, such -as diminution (^fortune, loss of friends, 
or declension of chwacter, the chief danger of im- 
patience i« iipon tbe first attadc, and many expe- 
dients have been ccKitrived, by which the blow may 
be broken. . Of these the most g«ier^ precept is, 
not .to tnke pleasure in any thing, of wfax^ itfe o^t 
|B;our pown to secure tbe posseasi^iL to,DiarsfdiTi9«- 
Xhis counsel, when we ccmuder.tbBenj^Mqab^iilf 
Any tevrestrial advantage, as O|iyo»te ^ to m awwteOt 
Aod habitual soUeitude for figure ieU(nt|r}>a»i tm- 
.douUadly just, and deliveoad/'l^ itJwt su^K^ily 
wbieb cannot be disputed, bvliio-ui^^Wil^Wjjis 
4t Qot like adRicc, not to wfik-A&t -wOiJ^ciM MwA- 
Ui^>.(» Qot t0 «ee'le^ munf» :«b(niU.M£to<'t^«P 
v4efon»tty j ,l£ swms to oMimswtobilA tAB«joy lim- 
ings with confidence. «9jvfllLM;tiNMMgttvtl^Rt#otf> 
^winiMiHon,raAd 4o bopefiffitbg aml(>auMi««t(rfld°^ 
mbkh wepQBsesi withoutijiwAws^DCiW^HiltaMtf- 
nei»,.«»tfor tbe restitutioo of ,^tM/ frhlAj v)M>ij|ilte 
wttboubdeaptKHienay or.Ait«muf6«t Irr .^huRil 
'Tha clu^ security «9»inBit tkf 6MMe«lim^W> 
jEkT iDRfMtiefio^ must. amw<fr«in(^ef|ueftt,.f!efl»)^«i 
«itti<.tb9 wisdom mnd goodofls^ ,ofitb»jC^ of na^Kt. 
■in- [Whose .hmds arericbea^ad p0Meitgi:„ihgf«0)ii^tfld 
idif^AKVi {Measure and ^pnin, «idli£p wdidni|Ufcr|()A 
sctited oonviotionof tbeitcfl^ew^.fifreyift^ridiug-Jo 
om:.|pw^saa4 of tbe pcHHiHiitycf 4antiilgi<mMitt& 
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iata faflpphira^ faf leeamDg tbe« ^^bdy^tmHliin. 
(tineasto' "UesB thenams «f tbe Ijord, irhether 
" be'^ves'ortakesaway." / 



■ "- N0.S8. nTESDAY, JULY 10, nro. -'"''■ 

Alternate rest and kbour long endure. 

' 'I 

Im the eatif ages of tHe world, as is well knowfi tb 
those - who ' u« versed in ancient traditions, 'wbtti 

linrioeMce was yet untainted, and simplioty uhj^ 

'^dttcvued, matikittd was happy in the enjoymeivt 
df ocmtinual plea^dre, und oonstant plenty, undtr 
the'^protedtwn of Rest; a gentle divinity, who ft. 
qu$i«d aP'her W<nttli|^rfl nMth«r altars nor socrt- 
Snts, ond'Whue Ht^s were Aniy pcrfcfrmed by ^-oi- 

IMtloM^d^dlMituM ot&ovfees in'^shsdev of -^p^mtne 
«tt^ wy«fl6^ ■^'"1l^f(Sa3tm on th» Unks of rivon 

<lab«teg((#itt'l«iH088d'itectn-. 

I origTb^i^Vliistfii^ gdteidm^nt ttae-flnt gAMvatknis 
4ueMfe|(d<4faa<frag««(tt»'«f'perpetualr'8prln^ atethe 

ifttii^wtakbf witboiit aulture,feUrv^ into. choir 
hands, and slept'iindtr txmers anihed^by mrtilY^ 

nwU^i«b^'-bh>dB siHgAng'ctrcr their - faead8,> and the 

(tMAB^spdmng'^bflttt'them. But byd^fees ttiiey 
begni ta U»e>thi^lr origitiitl fnte^icy; emb, thoaj^ 

l'tbeMi<wutm4»>rtf)ai tciibagh 'ftir allt WMidesiransfif 

/■ppvt^cibtii^ pati<tb faiiMelf. Then ttntered .¥!». 
lenettibn4^Fndd,«MdVhtfbttnd Rtt{tinc./ SoonsAtr 
iMdir!U}d'iBni^%ni^ intef the •MUtanA'bQ9agfat 
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with them a pew standard of wealth ; for mm, nAto 
till then thought tbemselves ttebwheti they want- 
ed nothing, now rated their demands, not by the 
calls of nature, but by the plenty of others; and be- 
gan to consider themselves as poor, when thfey be- 
held their own possessions exceeded by those of 
their neighbours. Now only one could be happy, 
because only one could, have most, and that oiie 
was always in danger, leM the same arts by which 
he had supplanted others should be practised upon 
himself. 

; Amidit the prevalence of this corruptionv tb6 
state of the earth was changed;, the year was M- 
vided iutb seasons ;. part of the ground became 
fauren, and the rest yielded only berries, aoortas^ 
and berbS' Xhe summer and autumn indeed fuN 
niihed a coarse and inelegant suffidency, but yfixt- 
ter was without any relief; Famine, with a tboii- 
sand diseases which the inclemency of thb ur i^ 
vited into the upper re^n^ made havoc atntAig 
men, and there appeared to be danger lest^'lAey 
should be destroyed before they w^re.riifUr^ed: '' '' 

To oppose tfie devtetatibns of PBmine, Jtt'ho' A^ti- ' 
tared the ground every where with carcaJes,' 'iMh 
bbuV came down upon earth. labour Was thtf 'km 
ctfNecesfflty, the nurselitig of Hope; arid 'the pQu 
pfl of Art; he had the strength of hfa JnotfaA,/ttiv 
qnrlt of his nurse, dhd the dexterity of bis'got^^-' 
ness. His&ce was wrinkled witlr'Uiew!tid( MS" 
swarthy with the sun; he had the 'itepletnetiti t^' 
busbafadiy in one hand, frith whteh he fUhi^ up* ' 
tbe earth ; in the other he h^d thetcfohf Af 'atxM*^ 
tector^ and raised walls and towns at ')Sa ^UA(£ ' 
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sure.. He called out with b rough voice, " Mo*- 
" tftls ! see bete the., power to whom you are poo-. 
" ugned. and from, whom you are to hope for all 
" your pleasures, and all your safety. You have 
" long languished under the dominion of Rest, ah 
" impotent and deceitful goddess who can neither 
** protect nor relieve yon, but resigns you to the, 
"first atiUioks of either Famine or Disease, anc^ 
" BU0ers her shades to be invaded by every enemy«^ 
'« and destroyed by every accident 

" Awake therefore to the call of Labour. I will 
** teach you to remedy the sterility of the earth, 
** and the severity of the sky ; I will compel sum- 
" mer to find provisions for the winter ; I will 
** force the waters to give you their fish, tlie air 
" its fowls, and the forest its beasts ; I will teach 
" you to pierce the bowels of the earth, and bring 
" out fi'om the caverns of the mountains metals 
** 'f^hich ^all give strength to your bands^ and se- 
" curi^ to. your bodies, by which you may be co- 
** Teved>from the assaults of the fiercest beasts, and 
'* with ..which you lihall fell the oak, and divide, 
"roofc^.iand subject all nature to your use mA 
•* plffiisuce." 

£kicour{^ged by this magnificent invitation, the 
inhabitants of the |^be considered Lattour as their 
only Mend, and hasted to his command. He lect 
them out to the fidds and mountains, and shewed 
, theoi how to (^en miiies, to level hills, to drain 
nwrsheft, and diahge the course of rivers. The 
faiae of things' was immediately transformed ; the 
land wa» covered nith towns and villages, encom- 
passed with fi^Uls (tf ami, and plantations of fruit- 
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'P^egs; ai^d, nothing was seen but bei^ of gv^ 
and baskets of fruit, full tables, and crowded stoK- 
houses. 

Thus Labour and bis followers adct^ evfiy 
hour new acquisitiops to their conqpests,- an^ s^w 
Famine gradually dispossessed of his doiniitions ; 
till at las^ amidst their joUity.and triuInph^. |iiey 
were depressed and amazed by the appioadi oCX(«b- 
Mtudcv who was known by het sunk eyes and Re- 
jected countenance. She came .forward tr^nblM^ 
and ^oaning ; at every groan the hearts of all 
,thoee that beheld her lost their courage; ^ifiRr 
nerves slackened, their hands shook, andi.tb^- i^ 
struments of labour fell from their grasp. 

Shocked with this horrid phantom, they refl^tted 
with r^ret on their easy compliance with Uie. so- 
licitations of Labour, and b^^n to ncish agaiuior 
the golden hours which they ceffiembei^. ta Jwy^ 
passed under the rei^ of Rqst;. wboiijttheji, no- 
solved again to visitf and to .ijirho^ thf^y ii^tignd^ 
to ded^pa^ ^e remaining j>art iflf ithwR i^ye*. 
Best bad nof left f:he wcM-^d..;, t^ey fumik^ fum^ 
her, and tp ^tqoe&r their fwin)^^ 4f«pBtwg,>iJMn^ 
vited her to the enjoyment of (h9«9; aftttli^tinnB 
which Labouf had prociiM thofo. . ,ii to nuui.i 

Rest therefore took leaT¥.<tf.,tl^e,,gr(tveE|iA{9^i;4- 
kys, which she. had hitherto 4nMi>(tP^.i»nd ^t^^ 
into palaces, reppsed W^lf. ii}}8)floyes,£ja«d!(Sl«nn- 
I>ered away the winter npc^ b^^^pf d<>Wf>,j4ndrfahe 
summer 'm artificial groftps^wUh jowca^m. pi«yiac 
before her. There ^a»Jfidec;d elffra;^^. something 
wanting to complete Ker .fie^tj-,. «j^ -shA^opuld 
never lull her returning fu^tivf^ to that seroqi^ 
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wfakh tb^fcnew before their engagements with 
' Labour : Mor was her dominion entirely without 
control, fOT Tshe was obliged to share it with' Lux- 
ury, though she always lodced upon ho- as a ftlse 
friend,' by whom her influoice w» in reality de- 
ab<oyed, while it seemed to be promoted. 

The two soft asBocsates, however. re)gned itw 
some titat withoat vinble disagreement,- dtt at' last 
lAoatry' betrayed her charge, and let in Disease 
'46 seise upon her worshippers. Rest then flew 
away, and left the place to the usurpers ; who em- 
-pteyed ati their arts to fintify themselves in their 
^ possession, and to strengthen the interest of each 
other. 

lUst' bad not always the same enemy ; in some 
places she escaped the incursions of Disease; but 
bad her restd^ice invaded' by a more slow and 
subtle ■ intruder, for very frequently, when every 
thing" was vomposed and quiet, when there was 
n^beru psin ^hin, not danger without, when 
ifrery ftcrti^r was Ati blaotn, and every g^le iVeighted 
'Wvtb' j>yfo«Kj;'^tiety trouM enter with a lan- 
guisbitfgf anA r^llririg iodk, and throw tiers^f upon 
«h6'0MieliH|^Mk md adorned for the accommo- 
dation of Rest. ''No sooner was she seated than 
ft geM^raV'gloQtn ■ Aprend itself on 'every side, the 
■grovtS' kucQ^ifttety lost their verdure, and theh- 
mM^iiBMits-''detri»^ from their melody, the breeze 
nUifeiiint'Eifghs, w^'-the^ flowers contracted their 
leaiteiil awi^^Blwlt upr their ^oun. Nothing was 
weti^eU'-ev^ side but-miiU^udes wandering about 
tbey kn^w 'no* whether, In quest they knew not of 
vrhat ; no voice was 'heard but of complaints that 
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moitioiNd BO pan), and muraoun khub ooald b^ 
of no inisftwtune. 

Rest had nov lost hdr mitiiontj. . Mw-folkmen 
agaiti b^an to treat her with oonteinpt ; some of 
them united themsel^ more closely to Luxuiy, 
who promised by bcr artt to drive Satiety away ; 
and odims, that were more wise, or had more for- 
titude, went back again to Labour, by whom they 
were indeed p^tected from Satiety, but de^vered 
up in time to Lassitude, and forced by her to the 
bowers of Rest. 

Thus Rest and Labour equally perceived their 
reign of short duration and uncertain tenure, and 
their empire liable to inroads from those who wne 
aUke enemies to both. They each found tiieir sub- 
jects un&itbful, and ready to desert them upon 
every opportunity. Labour saw the riches which 
he had given always carried away as an offering to 
Rest, and Rest found her votaries in every, ex- 
igraice flying, from her to beg help of Liabour. 
They* therefore, at last determined upon ad inter- 
view, in which tbey agreed to £vide the woijd be- 
tween them, and govnn it alternately, [plotting. ■ 
the dominion of the day to one, ancl that of the 
night to the other, and promised to guard the fron- 
tieis of each other, so that, whenever hostiUUes 
wrae attempted, Satiety should be intercepted by 
Labour, and Lassitude e:q>eUed by Rest. Thus 
the aqcient quarrel was appeased, and as hatred is 
often suroeeded by its contrary. Rest aft^i: wards. 
became pregnant by labour, and was Slivered o£ 
Health, a benevolent goddess, who consolidated . 
the umon of her parents, and contributed to the 
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KgUlEU- VkutttUdes of thdr rtign, by diqieiuh^ 
her ^fts to those only who shared l^ehr lives in 
just ptofNMlitHis between Rest and Labour. 



Na84. SATURDAY. JULY H 1750. 

Non iiae nano 

Attranm et tilva flirtB.— — Boa. 

Alano'd with ev'iy rising gale. 

In ev'ry wood, in ev'ry vale.— elprimstok. 

J HAVE been censured &Jt having hitherto dedit 
cated 60 few of my speculations to the ladies j 
and indeed the moralist, whose instructioi» are 
accommodated only to one ii^f of the human speu 
des, must be confessed not sufficiently to hare ex- 
tended his news. Yet it h to be considered, that 
masculine duties aifibrd more room for counsels and 
observations, as they are less uniform, and con- 
nected with things more subject to vidsutude and 
accident; wd ther^ore find that in pfailosopbical 
discourses Which teach by precept, or histmical 
narratives that instruct t^ example, the peculiol 
virtues or faults of women fill but a smdl part ; 
perhaps generally too small, for so much of our 
domestic happiness is !n their hands, and their 
influence is so great ilpon our earliest years, tbat 
the universal interest of the world requires them 
to be well instructed in tfa^ir province ; nor can it 
be thought proper that the qualities by which so 
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smdi' paki ot fdeasure may be gfven, ahbulft be 
leftitoi the diFeotion of chance. " 

I bave^ tberefbic, wilttn^y given a'jptnoe'tn my 
paper to a letter, which perbaps may not be fftiolly 
useless to them whose chief ambition is td {Acfaae, 
as it shews how certainty the end is missiedby ab- 
surd and inJHdidous endeavours at dtstinc^M; ■ ' 

. , ■ .■ ;• ..I'l!;,* ■ 

TV) tte RAMBLER. ' ' ': '' 

. ... :-.. . : iJ..,-! 

SIB, 

I AM a young gentleman at my own disposal, wlui 
a considerable estate ; and having passed through 
tiie common forms of education, spent 'som^Hiine 
in f<H%ign countries, and made myself distinguished 
' since my return in the politest company; I am now 
arrived at that part of life in which' evei^ man Is'ex* 
pected to settle, and provide for the cbhtinu'at^^t^ 
c^ his lineage. I withstood for smtie' time (he'«bl^ 
dtation's and remonstra'ncesof thy^auftts'atidt^Vidi^ 
but at last was persuaded t6'visit Ant^ea, ii^'He^s, 
whose land lies contiguous to'miKfe,'''an8^^B^*tiirte 
arid beauty are wiftodtobjecdom'' 10^ frfeltfii'fli!. 
dared that we were born for'^cH ''dlfhd*I'"in'i^(i^ 
on both udes who had rio' interest BliiAMh|'iiT[^ 
union, contributed to promote il^ aH^ We^^^feott^pft^ 
ing to huny us into matrimony^' "befbre V^ hadPift 
opportunity of knowing one another."^^ ^wfeyfiiwi 
ever, too (^ to be given aw^y'witbiAit'iliyWi^''c3n^ 
sent ; and havinghappened to pick up an opiMm, 
frhifeh'to lAany of my r^Stions seemed extif^ely 
odd, that a man might be unhippy'-v^KR'S fitf^i 
estate, determined to obtain a nearer fetioivleifei'^ 
the person with whom I was to pass tlrfe f^Mi^^^t 
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of 037 ^C' ^^ pcDtnet €be eodrtsfaip ma by sn 
means difficult, for Anthes had b wcmdeffiit' fteiHtj^ 
«f eTadu)g4)ueflti(Hu which I seldom repeated, and 
o£ bmii^ apptotehet which. I bad no great e^er* 
^iqessto press. < 

Thus the time passed away in TisHs and civilities 
without any ardent pro^esriom of love,' orfonual 
ofiers of settlements. I often attended her to pub- 
lic places, in which, as is weH known, all be- 
haviour is so much r^ulated by custom, that very 
tiljUe indght can be gained into the private cha- 
racter, And tlieref<Hre I was not yet able to inform 
myself of her humour and inclinations. 
. At last I ventured to propose to her to make 
9116 of a smftll party, and spend a day in viewing 
a seat ancf gardens a few miles distant ; and havinf^ 
Upon her compliance, collected the rest of the com- 
pany, ,J brought, at, the hour, a coach which I had 
borrow^ fram fn acquaintance, having delayed to 
buy, 9pe;my^^, till 1 should have an oppratunity 
j9f t^ij^ ^ ja^y'A c^ipion fiw whose use it was 
intepde^^ l .^^he^ qtuQe down, but as she wasygoing 
to sle^^ptp.^tti^e Qoaqh, started back with gre»t ap- 
pear^pf^^o^.,^^;, on^ tqld us that abe durst not 
enter, fpr,tl)^ fjipcUng ctdour of the lining had so 
ipiicb itbjK.a^-. 4)f the mauming-coacb in which she 
i^Uowc^^qp aiyi^s funeral three years before, that 
site sho^ild neyer hare hec poor den* aunt out of her 
beaO., ,. . ■ ■" 

I kveyr^ ^t i^ was not for lovers to argue witb 
the^r mi^^^sesf I therefore seat back the^ coach, ' 
ftndgpt^^^ber more gay. Into this we all en> 
tered, the ceachman began to driv^ and we were 
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aniMingouxselrw ^nlk- th« eKpeetatioD of vfaab 
we slutuld see, when, upon a «naU inoUnitfkci of 
tbc- carnage, Antiwa ttmMwd oUt; tdat wftnme 
. oTCfftbrAWR. We wore aUiged to fix i^I one at- 
tention upon ber, which she took car&to-l^Qep up 
by renewing ber ontoria, at every oomer: where 
we had -oeoasion to torn ; i4 ntervals she antEp^ 
tained us with fretful oomplaints cf the tmeasintisa 
oftbc coach, and obliged me to call levMial thrtea 
an the coalman to take care- and drive witha«6 
jolting The poor fellow etidsavoured to ^li^Se 
MBt and therefore moved very slowly, tUl A^baa 
fbund out that this pace would only keep tis longer 
00 the stones, and desired that I would order him 
to make more speed. He whipped bis horses, the 
CMoh jolted ^ain, and Anthea very oomplusairtly 
told US' how mudi she repented that -Khe made 
caie of our company. ' 

At last we got into tlie anwoth road, and began 
to tlunk our difficulties at an end; M»hmi,«iaa iwA- 
den, Anthea saw a hnxit before us, vJadh ^^Mnld 
not ventufe to pass. We wen^' tbet^j^':^0blrBid 
to al^t, that we might walk iM«r< this biidj^e 9 tetit 
when we came to it, we found it sain^Tow^itthat 
Anthea durst not set her footupoti'lt, aiM Wds coti- 
tent, afitirlong oonsultation, to oaH Idie vpaeh Uack, 
and with innumewUe praeauticnu, lentil's, 'JflBd 
lamattationB, cr(»aed the brook. > ' ' '>•' 

It was necess^ aftor this delay, to affii«id.Mit 
pace, and diroctions were aecoidingly^v«t totlie 
cpadiaMn, when Anthea Ibfoimed us, tfaM it nw 
oommon lor the axie to eatdi fire with a qui^'too- 
tien, and' bs|^ed of^me 'to look ant '««ery^B)inaie^ 
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Iflft we ibouU tXL be eomumti. I ms ftvoedto 
obey, and give bee ftom time to tune the most 
aolenu daelamtiiau that gU was nSe, and that I 
hoped we •hoidd reaidb the place without iaiog 
our lira either by &ie w water. 

^Chiu we passed on, ever wiqrs soft and hard, 
with more or kss ^wed, but always wth oew vi- 
oaaitades of anxiety. If the gnouDd was hardt we 
were j^ted ; if soft, we were sinking.' If we went 
£ut^ we ^Dttld be overturned ; if slowly, weshoald 
oever reaeh the place. At length she. saw aome- 
' tbii^ which she called a doud, and began to oost> 
aider -that at that time of the year it frequently 
Ihnnfkned. This seemed to be the capital teraor, 
fbr aiWr that the coach was sufiSned to move tm ; 
qnd ntrdon^ was thought too dreadful to be en- 
ebuntered, provided she oould get into a house he< 
fore the thunder. 

Xhua our whole Gonversation passed in dangers, 
tod cams, and fears, and eonstdations, and storiaa 
;0f<l8diQS dt»gg^ in the mire, found to spend dl 
1^ Aighti xm a heath, drdwned in rivers, or. burnt 
t^b ^tigbltuog ; and no sooner had a haitbreadth 
eKape'.wtiUs.-fBceifrom one calamity, but we wese 
tlffevtened .with wother. 

,-' iWt : length iwe reached the house whete we ii^ 
•tended tft regald ouraidves, and I proposed to An* 
thea the choice of a great number of itisfaea, whidi 
the placb being well provided for entertainment^ 
happened to afford. She made some ol^geotion to 
wnyl thing that was oIK^ied ; ctie. thing she hated 
fttrithat time of the> year,. another she ooidd not bear 
mute- abe bad aeen it spinled at lady Feedwdl*s 
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tablet another she was sure they could not Awss at 
thU house, and anotiier she could not toudi with- 
out Frem^.nuce. At last she fixed hn- mind upon 
sahnoD, but there was no s«lm(m in the house. It 
was however prooired with great expeditioa, and 
when it came to the taUe ihe found that her fright 
had taken sway her stomach, which indeed die 
thought DO great loss, for she' could never bdiere 
that any thing at an inn could be deanly got 

DinnCT was i)ow over, and the otmipany pnv 
poacd, for I was now past the condition of making 
overtures, that we should pursue our original de- 
sign of viaitkig the gard«i8. Anthea declared that 
she could not imagine what pleasure we expected' 
Srom the sight of a few green trees and a little 
^vel, and two or three pits of dear water ; that 
for her part she bated walking till the coi^ of the 
evening, and thought it very Ukely to rain ; and 
again wished that she bad staid at home. We then 
reconciled ourselves to our diappointment, and 
b^an to talk on common subjects, when Anthea 
told us, that since we came to see gardens, she ' 
would not hinder our satisfaction. We all rose, 
and walked through the enclosures for some tim^ 
with no other trouble than the necessity of watdi- 
ing lest a iVog should bop across the. way, vrtikfa 
Anthea told us would certainly kttl'lier, if die 
should happen to see him. 

Frogs, as-it fell out, there were none; but wh«i 
we were within a furlong of the gardens, Anthea 
saw some sheep, and heard the wether dink his 
bell, which she was certain was not hung uptm 
him for nothing, and therefore no assurances nor 
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iQ(rai1i«s sboHld prevail upon hex to -go a step 
Aiitber ; she was smy to disi^ipouii the coinp>ny, 
but b» life was dearefto hei than eenmonf. 

We came back to the inn, Antbea now dit- 
covered that there was no time to be lost in r^ 
turning, fin* the night would come upon us, and a 
thoasand. misfortunea m^ht happen in tbedarit. 
The hoTMB were immediately baroeMed, md An- 
then, having wondered what could seduce ber to 
st^y so Joiig» was eager to set out But we hod 
now a ti^rw scene of terror, every man we saw 
was a robber, and we. were ordered sometinics 'to 
drive hand, ifst a traveller whom we saw bsbind' 
should overtake us ; and sometimes to stop, ' lest 
we sbpuld come up to him who was passing befbie 
us.. Sb^ alacmed many an honest man, by beggisg; 
hi|n tQ fjfi^xe her life as be passed by the coach, 
an4^.dre;w qae.into fifteen quarrds with persons wha 
inf^'^As^^er^c^i^t, by kindly sto^ag to inqidre 
w^^^ei; f^fj QQuld assist us. At last we oanw 
h^^y)^d,^,^ld b^ coupooy next day what a 
ptewanJsf^.^h^had been taking. 

I -1VinK*^'/V^^* l.^e^d not mquire of you what 
ded^^i9W,pi{»y ^.msde from this narralin. nor 
what,,hf^^^». c^ arise from Ae society of that 
WQcpf^t wJi^.mjistBk^ f»wardice fiir el^nce, and 
imi^i^ ^ dfilpfwy, tu conost in rd'uung to be. ~ 
pleased. 
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-No. «tt TOBBDAY, JULY 17, 1160. 

; : >— T-f— Aifn jw^mifta Juno, 
iVon HymencUE, orfes/, non iWi Gratia Ucto. ovm. 

' ittdMUt Gtthiiibld JbM>^ iid Aejr wed ) ' . 
Vet Sgmen qgr thq <3h)MJ blctt the bed,— *— u,rRiK6ioK> 



To iJW RAMBLER. , 

rmty--.,. 

Ab yoa jbam hUberto ddayed tb« pel'forniance 
Iff . tile, promiwi by Which you, gave us rea^ca^td 
h^ for flDOtbw paper Upon matriOiony, I iaur 
gautyofideaxiow of ot>Ueoting moce giaterul« J;han 
jnoUf, ovtit. 6Jipenmos, ot- observQtiDn. cab supply ; 
^4 1 >sMl Uuerfeftwe lay uwdidly be&iiv you wi tu^. . 
ootiatofmy.oSirtieAtintQ^ into, die cotiJMigaLstaiie.,, 

l,wds about ^ght<ju»l4w4nty yeikn did* wbeqi 
faokving tcied tbc AlveFsions of the town tUl I biagaii. 
to be weai^k and being «wakened, into att^tiQ<i,t» . 
more serious businew* by the failure t^ ^ ^ftf^ne^. 
to f^on I bad l^pUoitly trusted the cpQ^u,ff;,Qf jjay 
Ah^ub^.I resolved to take toy estate iotoiOif own. 
dim and wetbodise my whde life aceording tq tbe 
tftiictett rule* of dconomioal prud^ice. . 

In puiAMtioe of this sdieme, I ttxk leave ofmy 
acquaintance, who dismissed me with numberlesi 
jests upon my aewfiystem ; having first endeavoured 
to divert me from a design so little worthy of a man 
of wit, by ridiculous accounts of the ignorance and 
rusticity into which many had sunk in their retire- 
ment^ after having distinguished themselves in 
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terems nd friaykxu^ and giVeh bopn of limig 
to uncoAimon erainenoe among the gsy part of 
nuukmd. 

WbcD I came first iota the cooiifryt whiob, by. a 
Deflect not uBoammpn amonjE^ youilg hnn, I bad 
never seen since tbe dbatfa of my fttber, Ifqund 
every thing tn such oeaifiudon, U>^ t>^g uttei^ 
wi^boat practice in business, I hod great difficuU 
ties to eneoontn* in disentadglieg the perpleutles 
of my cdrenmitances ; they hbnrever gave way to 
Aligent application ; and I perceived that the ad" 
TVitage of keeping my oWn iaceoaiits would very 
much overbalance the time which Ihey could re* 
quire. 

I bad now visited my tenants, surveyed my lai^, 
and repaired the old house, which, for some yeus» 
hod been running to decay. These prottfs of pe- 
cttmary wisdom began to recommend me as a so- 
ber, judicious, thriving goitlemao, to all my graver 
BHghbours o( the country, who never &iled to oe* 
lebrste my managem«it in opposition to Thriftless 
and Lattnrwit, two smart fellows, who bad estates 
in the same part of the kingdom, which they vinted 
now and then in a frolic, to take up their rents 
beforehand, debauch a milk-maid, make a feast for 
the village, and tell stories of their own intrigues^ 
and then rode post hack to town to spend tbeir 
money. 

It was doubtful, hovever, for some time, whe- 
ther I should be able to hold my resolution ; but a 
riiort {iereeveranoe removed all suspidons. I rose 
every day in reputation, by the decent^ of my con. 
Tersation, and the v^ukrity o^ my conduct, and 
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•waalmeatiaaei with great r^aid at the dmtet, as 
a.aMBfyay£t to be put in commission for the peace. 

During the confusion of my affMrs, and the duly 
neaessity «f visiting farms, adjusting contracts, let- 
ting leases, and superintending repain, I found very 
little vacuity in my life, and therefore had not many 
tiioughts of mairii^e ; but, tnalitUe while, -the. tu- 
mult of business subsided, and the exact method 
wUdi I bed estaUisbed enabled me to dispatch my 
accounts with great facility. I had, th««fore, now 
upon my hands, the task of finding means to spend 
my time, without fUling back into ^e poM' amuse- 
ments which I had hitherto indulged, or changing 
them for the sports of the field, which I saw pur- 
sued with so much eagerness by the gentlemm of 
the country, that they were indeed the only plea- 
sures in which I could promise myself any partako*. 

The inccHivenience of this situation naturally dis< 
posed me to wish for a companion, and the knpwB 
value of my estate, with my reputation for fiug^t- 
Kty and prudence, easily gained me admission into 
every family ; for I soon found that no inquiry was 
made after any other virtue, nor any testimonial ne- 
cessary, but of my freedom from incumbruices, and. 
my care of what they termed the main chance. I 
saw, not without Indignation, the eagerness with 
which the daughters, wherever I cam^ were set out 
to show ; nor could I consider them in a state much 
different fiom prostitution, when I found them or- 
dered to play their «rs before me, and to eidiital^ 
by some seeming chance, spedmens of their mu- 
sic, their wwk, oc their housewifery. No socnwr 
was I plaoed at table, than the young lady waa 
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called upcm to pajr nle some ciTHityor other; nw 
could I find means . of esca^ng, from athn fatiier 
ise mother, some neeount of their daughter'a excel- 
lencies, with a declaration that they; were now leav- 
ing the wwld, and had no bunness on this side the 
;^rave, but to see their cbildnn hapfiilj disposed of; 
4ha« ishe ytbom I had hem plened to coOipliment 

' at taWe was indeed tb« chief jrieasareof their age, 
so good, so dutiful, so great a relief to W mamma 
ift'thecue of the hmise, and so much her papa's 
iavdurite ior b« cheerfubtess and wit» that it would 
be with the last reluctance that they should part ; 
but to a worthy gentleman in the neighbourhood, 
whom they might often visit, they would not so far 
oonmlt tfadr owti gratification, as to tefiue lier; 
-and their tenderness should be shemi in her for< 
tune, whenever a suitaUe settlement was proposed 
.:' As I knew these overtures not to proceed fit>m 
smy preference of me -before another' equally rich, 
I/eouldnDt but look wkh pityrni 3roung persons 

' leondenined to^^be set' to ancHon, and made cheap 
tey IH^qM tt ioUs oommendations ; for .how could they 
bndW'thiEmweWes ofiered and rejected a hundred 
titneBa'^rifbiDat'some k)ss of that s<^ elevation, and 

' m^dendi^rity, ao necessary to the completion of 
female enseHence ? 

' I shall not trouble you with a history of the stra- 
tagems practised upon my judgment, or the allure- 
ments tried upon my heart, which, if you have, in 
any part of your life, been acquainted with rural 
politics, you will easily conceive. Their arts have 
no great variety, they think nothing worth their 
care but mtmey, ; and supponng its influence the 
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same upon dl the world, Kldom epdcamar to d» 
eeive hf any other meuM than fklte computations. 

I irill not deny that, bjr hearing tttyself loudly 
comtnended for my dtsoretion, I began to get 
6ome value upon my diaracter, and was unwilling 
to lose my credit by marrying for love. I ther^ 
fore rescdred to knowtbe fortune of the lady whom 
I should address, before I inquired after b«r wit, 
delic«:y, or beauty. 

This determination led me to Mitissa, the daugb- 
tst of Cbrysopbilos, whose person was at least 
witfaoat deformity, and whose manners were free 
from reproach, as she had been bred up at a dis- 
tance £rom all common temptatiuis. To Mitissa 
therefofe I <^tained leave from her parents to pay 
my oourt, and was referred by her again to her 
&thcr, whose direction sbe was resolved to fcAlow. 
The question then was, <mly, -what should be set- 
tled ? The old gentleman made an enormotis de- 
mand, with which I re&sed to comply. Micissa 
was ordered to exert her power ; sbe told me, that 
if I could r^ua^ her papa, I had no love fi^r ber ; 
that she was m unhappy creature, and that 1 was 
a perfidious man ; then »he burst into tears, and 
firil into fits. All this, as I was no passionate lover, 
had little effect. She next refused to see me, and 
because I thought myself obliged to write in terms 
4f dimness, they had once hopes of starving me into 
measures : but finding me infiexibte, the father 
oamplied with my prt^xwat, and told me be liked 
me the more for being so good at a bargain. 

I was now married to Mitissa, and was to «cpe- 
lienee i^ie b^pinns of a match made without pas- 
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riiHi; M^iiua soon dlsopvewd tfcat abalros equity 
prudent with mysflif, and had t^nnibuabu^only 
to be at ber own coAiniand, and to faave 'b charMt 
at her own call. She brought with h«! ut- dd 
maid reoommended by her mother, Tirho taugi^ 
her all the arts of domestic management, and 
waB, on every oecauon, her ^lief agent and difcct^ 
ress. They soon invented one reason or other, to 
quMtel with all my servants, and either prevailed 
on me to turn them away, or treated them so ill 
that they left me of themselves, and always sup- 
plied their places with some brou|^t from my wife's 
relation!, Tbus ^^ ^^t^th^^ a ^;^ly> over 
which I had no authority, jmd which was in a per- 
petual conspiracy against me; fot Mitisaa consi- 
dered herself as having a separate tntereat, and 
thought nothing her own, but what she laid up 
without my knowledge. Forttjisres^pt^shsljfipught 
me false accounts of the expences of the house» 
joined with my toiants in pomplaiota^ hardtumfli 
and by meaoff of a stewwd of ber own, .icMk «b{ 
wardf for solseiting abatements ^f tke reaL Jittt 
j^eat hope is to oiUlive me, that she oa^ )ei)j(i}i) 
vfaflt she has thus acoumiUated, sod tjierefere tsfaa 
is aliv3ys oo^riTtog some iiiiproireiiient$ of bnijmni 
ture land, and onoe tried to pvocuM in. lojiHietiDa 
to hinder me fiwm foiling timber upto; lit -for. roj 
paiis. . Her father an4 mother lassMtt'^^r^Ki'btE 
paojects, and«!c ftequeqdy Mtriiagjilnt jfafiu iU 
used, and reproaching oie watb tiie .preaento^Uial 
Other ladies ra«iTe:from their imahpbda. ^ . 
- Such, m, was mi^ atuation fqr aenn yoan, AiU 
9« leatmy patieDeBiwas.exfaMJSted, Md-ybxtingiioqf 
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d«y inTtted her ftther to mj house, I laid the state 
of mj affain befofe him, detected my wife in se- 
Tend of her fnudSa turned out h&c steward, chai|^ 
a oonstaUe with her maid, took my buuness in my 
own hands, reduced her to a settled allowance, and 
now write this acbount to warn others gainst mar" 
rying those whom th^ have no reason to esteem. 

lam, &C. 



NaS& SATUBDAY, JULY 21, X760. 

I I I Piping on their leeda the ahepherdi go, 
Nor ftu an ambiuh, nor Eiupect k fbe.— — rops. . 

There is scarcely any spedes of poetry that 
has ailured more readers, or excited more wri- 
terst than the pastoral. It is generally pleas- 
ing because it entertains the mind wiUi repre- 
snttaticHis of somes &miliar to almost every 
imi^ination, and ci which all can equally judge 
whethn- they are well described. It exhibits a 
MIc. to which we have been always accustomed to 
■isodate peace, and Insure, and innocenoe : and 
iherefbre we readily set <^ieD the heart fi>r the ad. 
Aiission of its images, which OHitribute to drive 
away cares and perturbations, uid snfi^ tmrselves, 
witbout reostance, to be tra»8por1ed to clysian Te> 
Bioaib where we are to meet with nothing but j(^. 
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«id plenty, and ctnttaitment ; where eviry gak 
whispen pkasoi^ and evexy shade promises re- 
pose. 

It has been nuintained by some, who love to 
talk of what they do not know, that pastmal is the 
most ancient poetry ; and, indeed, since it is pro- 
baUe that poetry is nearly of the saibe antiquity 
with rational nature, and since the life of the first 
men was cotainly rural, we may reasonably con- 
jecture, that, as their ideas would necessarily be 
borrowed from those objects with which they are 
acquainted, their composures, being filled chiefly 
with such thou^ts on the visible creation as must 
occur to the first observers, were pastoral hymns* 
like those which Milton introduces the original pair 
sin^ng, iu the day of innocence, to the praise of 
their Ma^r. 

Fot the same reason that pastoral poetry was 
the first employment of the human imagination, it 
is gmndly the first literary amtuemmt c^ our 
minds. We have- seen fields, and meadows, and 
groves, from the time that our eyes opened upon 
life ; and are pleased with Inids, and brooks, and 
hnezcBt much eartier than we engage among 
the actions and passions of mankind. We are 
tha:^>re delighted with rural pictures, because 
' we know the original at an age when our curiosity 
can be very little awakened by descriptions oi 
courts which we nevn bebdd, or representations 
of passions which we never felt 

The satisfaction received from this kind of writ- 
ing not only b^ns eariy, but lasts long ; we do 
not, as we advance into the intellectual wtwld; 
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throW' it twiqr among other childiA ainusaionits 
and putimes, but willingly return to it iq toy 
hour of indi^nce and relaxation. The images of ' 
true pastoral tiave always the power of cKctting 
ddight, because the mnkt of nature, from whidi 
they are drawn, have always the lapie order and 
beauty, and OMituine to foroe themsrives upon our 
thoughts, being at once obvious to the most car«- 
less r^ard. and more than adequate to the stnmgw 
eat reason, and severest contemplation. Qur i»- 
elinatjnn to stillness and tranquillity is nddom madi 
lemned by long knowledge of tlie busy and tttn|Dl» 
luary part (mT the worid- In cbildboed we turn oar 
tiiougbts to tbe country ; as to the region of plew- 
wre ; we recur to it in vii age as a port of imt; 
Wd p^'baps with that secondary and adventitiotM 
gladness, which every man feels on reviewing timse 
places or reooUecting those occurrences, that con- 
tributed to bis youiJjful enjoyments, and bring him 
back to the prime of life, when the world was gay 
with the bloom of novelty, when mirth wantoned 
afi liis side, and hope sparkled before him. 

Tbe sense of this ^versal pleasure has invited 
numbers without number to try tb«r afcill m pei* 
toral perforinances, In which they have gennidfy 
succeeded a£^er the mannn of other iniliator^ 
transmitting tbe same images in the same conbir 
iMtion^ froiQ oi)f (0 anotho^, till be that; reads the 
title of a jpqem, may gueas at tb& whole aeties of 
tbe composition ; nor y^ill a (pan. afttfr the pergsal 
of thousands pf tlles^pc)^fonnanfles, find bis know- 
l^^e enlarged with a »ogle view of nature q<4 
pfwdw^ befpre, ^t h|s isafi^vmim aewsed w^ 

Diflitizec by Google 



Ko. as. THE BAH9i;iat* 990 

Kij new Bpf^eeJUoti (tf tboie twkk to.inwil par- 

The ranf^ of pastoral ' is indeed oarroWt fw 
though D»ture itmAf, phik>«opfaic«1ty conaideredf 
be iDexhau9tU)le. yet it9 general effevi» on the eye 
and on the ear are uniform, and incapable'of nut^ 
variety of dewrip|ioii» Poetry cannot dwell i^on 
the minuter distinctims, by vrhioh one (peciet d)& 
fers ftom aoother, .without^ departing from that sio^ 
plicity of grandeur which fills the imaginatioD ; not 
disaect the latent qualities of things, without losing 
its genetal power of gratifying ev«ry fniod by rfr- 
calling itf conceptions. However, w each i^ 
make some disooveries, and those discoveries are 
I^ degnees generally known, as new {^antt cr- 
modes {^culture are introduced, and by little and 
little become common, pastoral might receive, firom 
time to time, small augmentations, and exhibit 
tmce in a (»ntury a scene somewhat vatied. 

But pastoral subjects have been often, like otiiers, 
taken into tbe bands of thoae that were not qua& 
fieU to adMH them, men to , whom the face of na- 
ture was so litUe known, that they have dr^wn it 
only after their own imagination, and changed or 
distorted ber features, that their portraits might 
apfNfar aoDoetbiog more than servile copies froca 
-their predecenors. 

Not only tbe iwagei of rural life, but tbe oooaf 
aionaon wbieh they can be pr^wriy produced, aw 
few and geaeral. Tbe state vi a man eonfia^ U> 
the en^oyuwita and pleastf r«i <>f th# ooiintry. '» 
so little diversified, and eotp^wd tow fewoftbwr 
aocidenti #bioh' pnvdiice peq»teuUei» t^nvn* Mi4 
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sutpriftu, in more complicated tranittctitHtt,' timt 
he csD be shewn but seldom in sudi drcumstances 
M attract curiosity; His ambition Is without po- 
licy, and his love without intrigue. Be has no 
complaints to make of his rival, but that he is 
richer than himself; nor any disasters to lament, 
but a cruel mistress* or a bad harvest 

The conviction of the necessitjr of dnue^new 
source of pleasure induced Sahnazarius to renttne 
the scene from the 6eld8 to the sea, to subs^dtc 
fishermen for shepherd^ and derive bis eentimCnts 
from the piscatory life ; for whidi' he" has'been 
censured by succeeding oritics, because the- sea 
is an object of terror, and l^ no means pVbp^ 
to amuse the mind, uid lay the passions asle^. 
Against this objection he might be defended b^ 
the established maxim, Utat the poet has a rigljt 
to select his images, and is no more olr^ed''tb 
shew the sea in a storm, that the lanA ttMdet m 
inundation; but may display all tiie jpleasores, 
and conceal the dangers of the wat^^^a^he' inay 
lay his shepherd und« a shady beccW -Ht^thotlt 
giving him an ague, or letring a wihl^Ne&toitMiB 
upon him. ^ " '-; ' ' ■ 

There are, however, two defects in tlMc^pistti- 
tcny eclogue, wbidi pwhaps cannot be vulP^ffd. 
The sea, though in hot countries it is consideMd 
by those who live, ' like Sannazaritt^ upon the 
coasti as a place of pleasure and diveruon, has 
notwHstanding mudi tess -varie^ than the land, 
and. therefore will be soraier ^dAosted l^ a de* 
loriptive writer When be has once shewn the . 
son rising or setting upon i^ cuvled its wat», 
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with the Tcroal breese, rolled the waves in gentle 
sucoesrion to the tboie, and enumerated the fUh. 
sporting in the shallows, be has nothing rranaining 
but what is common to all other poetry, the com- 
plaint of a nymph for a drowned lover, or the in- 
dignation of a fisber that bis oysters lure refused, 
and Mycon's accepted. 

Another obstade to the general reception of 
this kind of poetry, is the igncxnnce of maritime 
pleasures, in which the greater part of mankind 
must always live. To all the inland inhabitants 
of every re^on, the sea is only known as an im- 
mense diffuuon of waters, over which men pass 
from one country to another, and in wfaidi life is 
frequently lost They have, therefore, no oppw- 
tunity of tracing in their own thoughts, the de- 
scriptions of winding sh<»es and calm bays, nor 
can look on the poem in which they are mmtioned, 
with other sens^ons than on a sea charts or the 
metrical geography of Dionysius. " 

This defect Sannazarius was hindered firom per- 
ceiving, by writing in a learaed language to readns 
generally acquainted with the works of nature ; but 
if he had made bis attempt in any vulgar tongue, 
he wouM soon have discovered bow vainly he had 
endeavoured to make that loved, whidi was not 
understood. 

I am afraid it will not be found easy to improve 
the pastOTals of antiquity, by any great additions 
or diversi6cation8. Our descriptions may indeed • 
di&r from those of Virgil,- as -an English from an 
Italian summer, and, in some respects, as modem 
from andwt life ; but as nature is in both couo. 
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tiies nearlj tbe SKQie, afld as poetty, bas to dora- 
i^a wUh the pasiions of mep, whtth «re uniftmn, 
than thQir c^stom^ which are chanj^ble, theva- 
rifltieB, ftfaioh ttcQe ot place «an furnish^ will be in- 
opilstdiarable. ; ' fiOd I shall endeavour to shew, ill' 
the next p«|>er, bow little tbe latter ^es have cori-' 
tnbuted to the improTement of die rustic muse. 



No, ar. TUESDAY, JULY, «♦, 1750. 

CMe qtUB nlitiu, ti qvaado armaila tiocahatt 
AmfAion Diragta. viao. 

Such stnjiu t sing u once Ampiiion play'd 

When liflt'iiiiig flocki the poWoM oill obey'd— "— elphimstok. 

In writing or judging of pastoral poetry, neither 
the authors nor critics of latter times seem to 
have p^d suffid^t regard to the originals left us 
by antiquity, but have entangled themselves with 
unnecessary difficulties, by advancing principles, 
which, having no foundation in the nature of 
things, are wholly to be rejected from a species of 
composition, in which, above all others, mere na- 
ture is to be regarded. 
It is therefore necessary to inquire after some 
- more distinct and exact idea of this kind of writ- 
ing. This may, I think, be easily ftmnd in the 
pastorajs ofVirgil^ from whose o^nion it will not 
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ftppeir verf safe to depart, if we conatda that 
every advantage of nature, and of fortune oon- 
cuired to complete his prodnctioDS ; that he was 
bom with great accuracy and severity of judge- 
ment, enlightened with all the leanung of one of 
the brightest ages, and embellished with the ele- 
gance of the Roman court ; that he employed his 
powe^ rather in improving, than inventing, and 
therefotv must have endeavoured to recompense 
the want of novelty by exaotneu; that taking 
Theocritus for fais original, he found pastord ftr 
advanced towards perfection^ and that having so 
peat a rival, he must have proceeded with un- 
common caution. 

If we search the writings of Vii^I, for the true 
flefination of a pastoral, it will be found " a poem in 
Which any action or passicHi is r^resented by its 
effects upon a country life." Whatsoever therefere 
may. according to the common course of things, 
faapp^i in the country, may afibrd a subject for a 
pastoral poet 

In this de6nation, it will immediately occur to 
kboee who are versed in the writings of the modem 
critics, that there is no. mention of the golden 
age. I cannot indeed easily ditoover why it is 
thought necessary to refer descriptions ai a rural 
state to remote times, nor can I perceive that any 
writer has consistently preserved the Arcadian 
manners and sentiments. The only reason, that 
I have read, on which this rule has been founded, 
is, that, according to the customs of modern life, 
it is improbable that shepherds should be capable 
of harmonious numbers, or delicate sentiments ; 



5cbvGoogIc 



2M THE KAMSLEB. No. S7- 

uid dKrefoFe the read«> must exalt his ideas of 
the pastoral character, by carrying his thoughts 
back to the age in wbtch the care of herds and 
flocks was the eniEdoytnent <^ the wisest and 
greatest men. 

These reasoners seem to hare been led into tbdi 
hypothesis, by considering pastoral, not in gen- 
eral, as a representation of rural nature, and con- 
sequently as exhibiting the ideas and sentiments 
of ^ose, whoefer they are, to whom the country 
afibrds pleasure or employment, but simply as a 
dialogue or narrative of men actually tending sheep,' 
and busied in the lowest and most laborious offices ; 
from whence they very readily concluded, since 
characters must necessarily he preserved, that d- 
ther the sentiments must sink to the level of the 
speakers, or the speakens must be raised to the height 
of the sentiments. 

In consequence of these original errors, a thou- 
sand precepts have been given, which have only 
contributed to perplex and confound. Some have 
thought it necessary that the imaginary manners 
of the golden age should be universally preserved, 
and have therefore believed, that nothing more 
could be admitted in pastoral, than lilies and roses, 
and rocks and streams, among which are heard the 
gentle whi8pa*8 of chaste fondness, or the soft 
complaints of amorous impatience. In pastCHv), 
as in other writings, chastity of sentiment ought 
doubtless to be observed, and purity of manners 
to be represented; not because the poet is con- 
fined to the images of the golden age, but becaus^ 
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having the subject in hb own choice, he ought 
always to consult the interest of virtue. 

These advocates for the golden age lay down 
other principles, not very consistent with their 
general plan ; for they tell us, that, to support the 
character of the shepherd, it is proper that all 
refinement should be avoided, and that some slight 
instances of ignorance should be interspersed. 
Thus the shepherd in Virgil is supposed to have 
forgot the , name of Anaximaiider, and in Pope 
the term Zodiac is too hard for a rustic appre- 
hension. But if we place our shepherds in their 
primitive condition, we may give them learning 
among their other qualifications ; and if we suf- 
fer them to allude at all to things of later exi^ 
ence, which, perhaps, cannot with any great pro- 
priety be allowed, there can be no danger of 
making them speak with too much accuracy, since 
they conversed with divinities, and transmitted to 
succeeding ages the arts of life. 

Other writers, having the mean and despicable 
condition of a shepherd always before them, con- 
ceive it necessary to degrade the language of pas- 
toral by obsolete terms and rustic words, which 
they very learnedly call Doric, without reflect- 
ing, that they thus became authors of a mangled 
dialect, which no human being ever could have 
spoken, that they may as well refine the speech 
as the sentiments of their personages, and that 
none of the inronsistencies which they endeavour 
to avoid, is greater than that of joining elegance 
of thought with coarseness of diction. Spenser 
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beguis one o( his pastorals with stadied buiw- 
rity; 

Diggoa Dacie, I bid tier good*day : 
Or, Diggoa her ia, or I missay. 

Dig. Her trm her ^lile U wu dny-Iight, 
But now her U & moat wreteked wight. 

What will the reader ima^ne to be the sul^ect on 
which speakers like these exercise their eloquence ? . 
Will he not be somewhat disappmnted, when he 
finds tbera met tt^ether to f»ndemn the corrup- 
tions of the church of Rome ? Surely, at the sanae 
time that a shepherd learns theology, he may gain 
some acquaintance with his native language. 

Pastoral admits of all ranks of persons, because 
persons of all ranks inhabit the country. It ex- 
cludes not, therefore, on account of the characters 
necessary to be introduced^ any elevation or deli- 
cacy of sentiment ; those ideas only are improper, 
which, not owing their raiginal to rural objects, are- 
not pastoraL Such is the exclamation in Virgil, 

Jtme teio faid ait Amor, duris in eautiiiu tllm ■ 
Itnuaiu, ant BAodope, out extremi GaramoHtet, 
Nee gtntria nortri puerwa, nee sartguinit, edunl. 

I know diee. Love, in deserta thon vert bred. 
And at the dugi of uvsge tygen fed ; 
Alien of iHAh, usurper of the plaios.- 



which Pope endeavouring to copy, was carried to 

stin greats impropriety : 

I knon thee, Love, wild ae the ragiiig main. 
More fierce than tjgeis oa the Libyan pkin ; 
Thou wert from ^tua's burning entrails torn ; 
Begot in tempests, and in thnnden bom ! 
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8entiai6Bto tike them, as they lute no ground in 
nature, are indeed of little value in my poetn ; but 
in pistonl ^ef are particularly tiaUe to oensnr^ 
beoaase^ it wants that exaltation above commob 
life, wbicb in tiagic or heroic wriHngi often recon- 
eilei us to bold fligbts and daring ^ures. 

Fattoral beUig tbe " repreaentatlon of aa action or 
" passion, by its efibcts upon a oountry life," has no> 
thing peculiar but its confinement to rural im^ 
gety, nitbout which it ceases to be pastoral. This 
ia its true cbaracterbtic, and this it cannot lose 
by any dignity of sentiment, or beauty of diction. 
Tbe PoUio of Virgil, with all its elevation, is a 
composition truly bucolic^ though rejected by 
the critics; for all tbe images are either taken 
from tbe country, or from tbe religion of the age 
common to all parts ai the empire. 

The Silenus is indeed of a mom dilutable kind, 
because, though tbe scene lies in tbe country, the 
song being religious and historical, had been no 
less adapted to any other audience or place. Nei- 
tiier can it well be defended as a fiction ; for the 
introduction of a god seems to imply tbe golden 
age, and yet he alludes to many subsequent trims* 
actions, and mentiiHis Gallus, die poel^s oont«n- 
porary. 

It seems neoessaty to tbe perfection of this 
poem, that tbe occasion which is supposed to pro- 
duce it, be at least not inconsistent with a country 
life, or less likely to interest those who have re- 
tired into places of solitude and quiet, than the 
more busy part of mankind. It is therefore im- 
proper to give the title of a pastoral to v»ses, in 
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which the speakers, after the slight meation of 
their flocks, f^l to cotnplaints of errors in the 
church, and corruplions in the government,, or to 
lamentations of the death of some illustrious per- 
son, whom, when once the poet has called a shep- 
herd, he has no longer any labour upon his hands, 
Imt QUI make the clouds weep, and lilies wither, 
and the sheep hang their heads, without art or 
learning, genius or study. 

It is part of Claudian's character of his rustic^ 
that he computes his time not by the succession of 
consuls hut of harvests. Those who pass their 
days in retreats distant from theatres and busi- 
ness, are always least likely to hurry their imagi- 
nation with public affairs. 

The £tcility of treating actions or events in the 
pastoral style, has incited many wiiters, from whom 
more judgment might have been expected, to put 
the sorrow or the joy which the occasion required 
into the mouth of Daphne or of Thyrsis ; and as 
one absurdity must naturally be expected to make 
way for another, they have written with an utter 
disregard both of life and nature, and filled, thdr 
productions with mythological allusions, with in- 
credible fictions, and with sentiments which nei- 
ther passion nor reason could have dictated, since 
the change which religion has made in the whole 
system of the world. 
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Auream ^Utpat mediocrilaUm 
Diligit, Uttes caret obsoUli 
Sordibut tecti, caret imiideada 

Sobriua auld. hob. 

The man within the goldea mean 

Who can his boldest nidi contain, 

Seenrelj views the min'd cell. 

Where sordid want and sorrow dwell ; 

And in hinisdf serenely greftt, 

Declines an envied room of state.— — fkancis. 

Ahomg many parallels which m&i of imagi- 
nation have drawn between the natural and 
moral state of the world, it has been observed that 
happiness, as well as virtue, consists in mediocrity ; 
that to avoid every extreme is necessary, even to 
him who has no other care than to pass through 
the present state with ease and safety ; and that 
the middle path is the road of security, on either 
side of which are not only the pitfals of vice, but, 
the precipices of ruin. 

Thus the maxim of Cleobulus the Lindiah^ ^ir;** 
•{»«■»>, Mediocrity is best, has been long considered 
as an universal principle, extended through the 
whole compass of life and nature. The experience 
of every age seems to have given it new conflrma- 
tion, and to shew that nothing, however specious 
or alluring, is pursued with propriety, or enjoyed' 
with safety, beyond certain limits. 

Even the gifts of nature, which may truly be 
considered as the most solid and durable of all ter- 
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resteiat advantages, are found, when they exceed 
the middle pcnnt, to draw the possessor into many 
calamides, easily avoided by others that have been 
less bountifully enriched or adorned. We see every 
day women perish with iniamy, by having been too 
willing to set their beauty to shew ; and others, 
thou^ not with equal guilt or misery, yet with 
very sharp remorse languishing in decay, neglect, 
and obscurity, for having rated their youthful 
charms at too high a price. And, indeed, if the 
opinion of Bacon be tbonght to deserve much re- 
gard, very few sighs would be vented for eminent 
and supnladve elegance of form ; " for beautiful 
" women," says he, " are seldoBi oS any great ac> 
" complisboients, because they, for the most part; 
" study behaviour rather than virtue," 

Health and v^ur, and a happy constitntion oi 
the corp(H«al frame, are of abtolnte neeessity to 
the*enjoyment of the comforts, and to the pMfonn- 
ance of the duties of life, and requiate in yet a 
greater meaoire to the aceompliihinent of any 
thing illuatrioufl <x distinguished ; yet even tbes^ 
if we CM) judge by their apparent eonsequenoas, 
are sometime* not very benefioal to thq^e on wbom 
they are moM libendly bestowed. They, that frOir 
quent the diamb»s of the uclc will genually. find 
the shupest pains, and most stubborn m^dieCk 
SDHW^ them whom cxmfidence a[ the fisroe. of na*-- . 
, ture foroserly betrayed to nej^^renee and irregu* 
Isrity ; and that superfluity of tmogtb. which wm 
at once t^eir boa^ and their «nare,rha8 .often^i in 
the lats«r part of life, no otiier.efieot than that it 
Qontiiiues them long in impotenoe and anguiah. 
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'These gift»cf witur^iui^ fa»wevcCf ahnqw bleu- - 
lagBva dbemsehw, «nd bD -W aeknowlitdged witb 
gratttade to bim Aat giv«s them ; sinee tbejr are^ 
ia then r^alar and legkieoBte e^cts, prodoctim - 
of happiness, ami prove pcrnioDas only Yjj vohin< 
taiy ooiTuption «r i^ negligence. And as there 
is little danger of pursuing them with too muoh 
. ardour «r amdeCy, baeaHse bo skill or diligenee 
can hope to (Hoeure them, the unoertaiatf of their 
influence upon our lives U m^ioned, not to de- 
preciate their reij value, but to repress tbe djiixm- 
teM and envy to which the want of them ^ten . 
gives ooeasion in those who do not enough suspect 
liieir own frailty, norconaider how nmefa less is the 
ealamky of not possessing great powers, than jo( not 
uung them aright. 

Of aU lihoae things that make ub superior to odi«8, 
th^e is none so mudi within the reach of our en- 
deavours as riches, nor any thing more eagerly or 
constantly desired. Poverty is an evil always in our 
view, an evit c(»npltaited with so mimy drcum- 
staiieea of uneasiness uid vexation, that every man^ 
is .rtudiotjs'to' avoid it Some degree of riches ic 
tiieMAie Teqmred, that we may be exempt fram 
the gripe of necessify ; when this purpose Is onoe 
attbiiied, we naturally wish for more, tiiat the evil 
which i» regarded with so much horror, may be 
yet at « greater distance from us; as he thatjbat 
fHwe ^Mt Or dreaded the paw oi a savagev will not 
fae«t"i«fittiU they areputad by some banier, whicfa 
may take away' all poasilulity of a second attack. 

Tothis pmht, if Aar benot unreasoiHiblyiadulgedv 
Cleobulu8vwoald» {lertHfe, not refuse to «xUMdhi«' 
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mediocrity. But it almost always happens, that the 
man who grows rich, changes his notions of poTerty, 
states bis wants by sotne new measure, and from 
' fl)nng the enemy that pursued him, bends his en- 
deavours to overtake those whom he sees before 
him. The power of gratifying his apperitea in- 
creases their demands ; a thousand wishes crowd in 
ttpcHi him, importunate to be satisBed, and vanity 
and ambition open prospects to desire which still 
grow wider, as they are more contemplated. 

Thus in time want is enlarged without bounds; 
an eagerness for increase of possessions deluges the 
sou), and we sink into the gulfs of Insatiability, 
only because we do not sufficiently consider, that all 
real need is very soon supplied, and all real danger 
of its invasion easily precluded ; that the claims of 
vanity, being without limits, must be denied at last ; 
and that the pain of repressing them is less pungent 
before they have been long accustomed to com|di- 
ance. 

Whosoever shall look heedfully upon those who 
are eminent for their riches, will not think their con- 
dition such as that he should hazard hl6 quiet;- and 
much less his virtue, to obtain it. Fw aUthat great 
wealth generally gives above a moderate fortune, is 
more room for the freaks of caprice, and more pri- 
vilege fbr ignorance and vi6e, a quicker succession 
of 6atterie8, and a larger drcte of voluptuousness. 

There is one reason seldom remarked which makes 
riches less desii'able. Too much wealth -Is very fi%- 
quently the occasion of poverty. He wliom the 
wantonness of abundance has once softened, 'easily 
sinks into neglect of his afi&irs ; and he that thinks 

Diflitizec by Google 



Na S8. THE KAH«t.EK. S49 

,he can afford to be n^ligent, is not far trcm being 
pcKW. He will 80(Hi be involved in petf^xities^ 
whicb bis inexperience will render unsurmount- 
able; be will fly for help to those whose interest it 
is that he should be more distressed, and will be at 
last torn to pieces by the vultures that always iuyfer 
over fortunes in decay. 

When the plains of India were burnt up by a l<Hig 
continuance of drought, Haniet and Rasehid, two 
neighbouring shepherds, faint wil^ thirst, stood at 
the oomtnon boundary of their grounds, with their 
flocks and herds panting round them, and in extre* 
mity of distress prayed for water. On a sudden the 
air was becalmed, the birds ceased to chirp, and the 
flocks to bleat. They turned their eyes every way, 
and saw a being of mighty stature advancing through 
the valley, whom tbeyknew upon his nearer approach 
to be tbe Cienkis of Distribution. In one hand he 
faeld the sheaves of plenty, and in tbe other the sabre 
of destructicHi. The shepherds stood trembling, and 
Would have retired before lum ; but he called to them 
witb a voioet gentle as the breeze that plays in tbe 
evening among the spices of Sabsa ; " Fly notirom 
" youi .bbne^ctor, children of the dust ! I am come 
'* toi^er-.you gifts, which only your own folly can 
f make vain. You here pray (or water, and water 
•^ J will'bestowj let me know with how much you 
" will be satisfied : speak not rashly ; consider, that 
"lof-whaterer can be eejoyed by the body, excess 
" is BO leas dangerous that scarcity. When you 
' *' remembef> the pain of thirst, do not fcH^t the 
^- dan^ of auffocatiMi; Now, Hamet, tell me your 
" request" 
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" O Being, kind vad bmeficent,' says HameC, 
** let thine eye pardon my confusion. I entreat a 
** little brocrfc, which in tumraw absll never be diy> 
" and in winter never overflow." " It is granted " 
replies the Genius; and immediately he corned 
the ground vfUh his sabre, and a fountain bubbling 
up under their feet, scattered its rills over tJie 
meadows ; the flowers rmewed tb«r fragrance, the 
trees spread a greener fntage^ and the flooks and 
herds quenched their thirst. 

Th«i turning to Baschid, the Genius invited bfan 
likewise to ofl^ his petition. " I request," says 
Basefaid, " that thou wilt turn the Ganges tiirougfa 
" my grounds, with all his waters* and all tbeir in- 
" habitants." Hamet was struck with the greatness 
oi his neighbour's sentiments, and seeretly repined 
in his heart, that he had not made the aaine petition 
before him ; when tiie €ienius spoke, " Ra^ man, 
" be not insatiable ! remember, to thee d>st is no- 
*' thing which ttiou canst not use ; and bow are -thy 
** wuits ^eater than the wants of Hamet?" Ras--' 
cbid repeated bis desire, and pleased hicasitlf witb ' ' 
the mean appearuice that Hamet would make fn ^ 
the presence of the proprietor (tf tbe Gsi^s. The 
Genius then retired towards the riveiv smd tiK two 
shepherds stood waiting the event. As Rasclrid 
was looking with contempt upc» his neighbour, on 
a sudden was heard the roar of torreoti, and tb^ 
£)und by the mighty stream that the mounds of the 
Ganges were broken. The ftood-nriled forward 
into tbe lands c£ BascMd, his pfainttiU«ns were 
torn up, his flocks overwhelmed, he was swept 
away before it, and a crocodile devoured hitnt 
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Dnblest, still doom'd to wed with miseiy. 

The condition of the female sex has heen fraquent-- 
ly the subject of compassion to medical writer^ 
because their constitution of body is such, that 
every state of life brings its peculiar disetwes : they 
are placed, acc(X'ding to the proverl^ between 
Soylb and Charybdis, with no other choice than 
of dangers equally formidable; and whether they 
embrace marriage, or delM'mine upon a single 11^ 
are exposed, in consequence of their choice, to 
sickness, misery, and death. 

It were to be wished that so great a d^ree of 
natural infelicity might not be increased by adven- 
titious and artificial miseries ; and that beings, 
whose beauty we cannot behold without admira* 
tion, and whose delicacy -we cannot contemplate 
without tenderness, might be sufie^ed to enjoy 
every alleviation of their sorrows. But, however 
it has happened, the custcm of the world seems to 
have heen formed in a kind of conspiracy against 
them, though it does not appear but they had tbeoif 
wives an eqnal ^re in ita. establishmmt; and 
prescriptions which, by whomsoever they were 
begim. are now of long coatinuanoe. and by con- 
sequence of great authority; seem to have almost 
excluded tbera firom content, in whatsoever con- 
dition tbay shfdl pass theic lives. 
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If they refuse the society of men, and continue 
in that state which is reasonably supposed to place 
happiness most in their own power, they seldom 
give those that frequent their conversation any 
exalted notions of the blessings of liberty ; for whe- 
ther it be that they are angry to see with what in- 
considerate eagerness other heedless females rush 
into slavery, or with what absurd vanity the mar- 
ried ladies boast the change of their condition, 
and condemn the heroines who endeavour to assert 
the natural dignity of their sex ; whether they are 
conscious that like barren countries they are free, 
only because they were never thought to deserve 
the trouble of a conquest, or imagine that their 
sincerity is not always unsuspected, when they de-' 
dare thdr contempt of men; it is certain, that 
they generally appear to have some great and. in- 
cessant cause of uneasiness, and that many of them 
have at last been persuaded, by powerful rhetori- 
cians, to try the life which they had so long con- 
temned, and put on the bridal ornaments at a time 
when they least became them. 

What are the real caus^ of the impatience 
which the ladies discover in a virgin state, I shall 
perhaps take some other occasion to examine. 
That it is not to be envied for its happiness, ap- 
pears Irom the solicitude with which it is avoided ; 
from the opinion universally prevalent among the 
sex, that no woman continues long in it but be> 
cause she is not invited to forsake it; from the 
disposition always shewn to treat old m^ds as the 
refuse of the world ; and from the willingness with 
which it is often quitted at last, by those whose 

Diflitizec by Google 



No. 39- THE RAMBLER. 353 

experience has enabled tbem to judge at leisure, 
and decide with authority. 

Yet such is life, that whatever is proposed, it is 
much easier to find reasori^' for rejecting than em- 
bracing. Maniage, though a certain security fi^m 
the reproach and solitude of antiquated virginity, 
has yet, as it is usually conducted, many disadvan- 
tages, that take away much from the pleasure 
which society promises, and might afiPord, if plea- 
sures and pains were honestly shared, and mutual 
contidence inviolably preserved. 

The miseries, indeed, which many ladies suffer 
under conjugal vexations, are to be considered 
with great pity, because their husbands are often 
not taken by them as objects of affection, but 
forced upon them by authority and violence, or 
by persuasion and importunity, equally resistless 
when urged by those whom they have been al- 
ways accustomed to reverence and obey; and it 
very seldom appears that those who are thus de- 
spotic in the disposal of their children, pay any 
regard to their domestic and personal felicity, or 
think it so much to be inquired whether they will 
be happy, as whether they will be rich. 

It may be urged, in extenuation of this crim^ 
which parents, not in any other respect to be num- 
bered, with robbers and assassins, frequently com- 
mit, that, in their estimation, riches and happiness 
are equivalent terms. They have passed their lives 
with no other wish than that of adding acre to acre, 
and filling one bag after another, and imagine the 
advantage of a daughter sufficiently considraed*. 
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vben they hare secured her a la^e jointure* and 
^ven her, reasonaUe expectations of Hvii^ hi the 
midst of those pleasures with which she had teen 
her fiither and mother sot&cing tbdr age. 

There is an econ<m)ical oracle received amoi^ 
thA {Hnidential part of tlie wwld, which advises 
fiithm '* to marry thdr daughters, lest they should 
many themseWe^ ;" by which 1 suppose it is im- 
plied, that womm left to their own conduct f^ 
nerally unite themselves with such partners as can 
contribute very little to their felicity. Who was 
the author of this maxim, or with what intration 
it was originally uttered, I have not yet discover- 
ed ; but imagine that however solemnly it may be 
transmitted, or however implidtly recaved, it can 
confer no authority which nature has denied; it 
cannot license Titius to be unjust, lest Caia should 
be imprudent ; nor give right to imprison fw life. 
lest liberty should be ill employed. 

That the ladies have sometimes incurred impu- 
tations which might naturally produce edicts not 
much in their favour, must be confessed by theft 
trarnfest advocates ; and I have indeed seldom ob- 
served that when the tenderness or virtue of thdr 
parents has preewved them from forced miUnriage, 
and left them at large to chuse their own path in 
the labyrinth of life, they have made any great ad- 
vantage of their liberty : They commonly take the 
opportunity of independence to trifle away youth 
and lose their bloom in a hurry of diversions, re- 
curring in a succession too quick to leave room 
for any settled reflection ; they see the world with- 
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oat gaining experience, and at last regulate thdr 
choice by moUves trifling as those of a girl, or mer- 
cenary as those of a miser. 

Melanthia came to town upon the death of her 
fiither, with a very large fortune, and with Uie re- 
putation of a much larger ; she was ther^ore M- 
lowed and caressed by many men of rank, and by 
socne of anderstandii^ ; but having an insa^ble 
desire of pleasure, she was not at leisure, from the 
park, the gardens, the theatres, visita, ossemUies, 
and masquerades, to attend aeriously to any pro> 
posal, bat was still impatient for a new flatterer, 
and n^lected marriage as always in her power; 
till in time her admirers fell away, wearied with 
cxpence, dtc^usted at h^- folly, or offended by her 
inconstancy; she heard of concerts to which she 
was not inTited, and was more than once forced 
to «t still at an assembly for want of a parhier. 
In this distress, chance threw in her way Fhilo-* 
trypbus, a man vain, glittering, and. thoughtless 
as herselC vho had spent a small fortune in equi- 
page and dress, and was shining in the last suit 
for which his tailor would give him credit He 
had been long endeavouring to retrieve his extra- 
vagance by marriage, and therefore soon paid his 
court to Melanthia, who after some weeks of in- 
sensibility saw him at a ball, and was wholly over- 
come by his performance in a minuet. They mar- 
ried ; but a man cannot always dance, and Fhilo- 
tryphus had no other method of pleasing : how- 
ever, as neither was in any great degree vicious, 
they live together with no other unhappiness, than 
vacuity of mind, and that tastelessness of life, which 
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proceeds from a satiety, of juvenile pleasures, and 
an utt«r inability to iUl their place by nobler em- 
ployments. As tbey have known tbe fashionable 
world at the same time, they agree in their notions 
of all those subjects on which they ever apeak, and 
being able to add nothing to the ideas of each other, 
are not much inclined to conversation, but very of- 
ten join in one wish, " That they could sleep more, 
" and think less." 

Argyris, after having refused a thousand offers, 
at last consented to marry Cotylus, the youngor 
brother of a duke, a man without elegance of 
mien, beauty of person, or force of understanding ; 
who, while he courted her, could not always for- 
bear allusions to her birth, and bints how cheaply 
she would purchase an alliance to so illustrious a 
family. His conduct from the hour of his mar- 
riage has been insufferably tyrannical, nor has he 
any other regard to her than what arises from hid' 
desire that her appearance may not disgrace him. 
Upon this prindple, however, he always orders 
that she should be gaily dressed, and splendidly 
attended ; and she has, among all her mortifications; 
the happiness to take place of her eldest sister. 
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" ■■ •■ Nee dittt, cur ego amieum 
Offeadam in nugU f Ste ntigte leria ducent 
In mala deriium lemel. roe. 

. K«r tay, tor taSea vhy should I dupletie 
The mm I h)ve ? For trifles Buch as these 
To seriouB mischiefb lead the man 1 love. 
If Mice the flatterer's ridicukhe prove. f itAMciB. 

It has been remarked, that authors are genus 
irritabUe, a. "generation very easily put out of 
temper," an<i that they seldom fail of giving proofs 
of their irascibility upon the slightest attack of cri- 
tieism, or the most ^ntle or modest offer of advice 
and information. 

Writers being, best acquainted with one ano- 
ther, .have i»presented this character as prevailing 
anpag men of literature, which a more extensive 
view of the world would have shewn them to he 
diffused through all human nature, to mingle 
itsdf with every species oS ambition and desire of 
praise, and to discover its effects with greater or 
less restraint, and under disguises more or less art- 
ful, in all pbces and pll conditions. 

The quarrels of writers, indeed, are more ob- 
served, because they necessarily appeal to the de- 
caaon of the public; Their enmities are incited 
by aj^anses from their parties, and prolonged .1^ 
treacherous encouragepienb for general .diversicm.; 
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and when the contest happens to rise high hetween 
men of genius and learning, its memory is con- 
tinued for the same reason as its vehemence was 
at first promoted, because it gratifies the malevo- 
lence or ■curiosity of readers, ■ and relieves the va- 
. cancies of life with amusement and laughter. The 
personal disputes, therefore, of rivals in wit are 
sometimes transmitted to posterity, when the 
grudges and heart-burnings of men less conspicu- 
ous, though carried on with equal bitterness, and 
productive, of greater evils, are exposed to the 
knowledge of those only whom they nearly afiect^ 
and suffered to pass off and be forgotten among 
common and casual transactions. 

The resentment which the discovery of a fault or 
folly produces, must bear a certain profwrtimi to 
our pride, and will regularly lie more acrimonious as 
p^e is more immediately the prindple of u^ion. 
M whatever therefore we wish to imagine ourselves 
to excel, we shall always be displeased 'to have our 
claims to reputation disputed ; and more disi^csscd, 
if the accomplishment be such as can eoqieet re|Ni- 
tation only for its reward. For tbi* reason it is 
«H3nmon to find men Inreak out into ngttt any in- 
sinuattons to the disadvantage of their ' vnt, who 
have borne with great patience reflectioni on t^tir 
morals ; and of women it has been always known, 
that no censure wounds M> deeply, or rankles solong, 
as that which charges them with want of >beanty. 

As men frequently fill thdr imaginations with 
trifling pursuits, and pleaSe themselves most iwith 
things of small importance, I have of^t known 
very severe and la&ting mdevolence excited by un-' 
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lucky censures which would have fallen without 
any effect, had they not happened to wound a part 
remarkably tender. Gustulus, who valued hiqiself 
upon the nicety of his palate, disinherited his eldest 
son for telling him that the wine, which he was then 
commending, was the same which he had sent away 
the day before not fit to be drunk. Proculus with- 
drew his kindness from a nephew, whom he had 
always considered as the most promising genius of 
the age, for happening to praise in his presence the 
graceful horsemanship of Marius. And Fortunio, 
when he was privy <»unsellor, procured a clerk to 
be dismissed from one of the public offices, in 
which he was tnninent for his skill and assiduity, 
because he had been heard to say that there was 
another man in the kingdom on whose skill afbil- 
Hards he would lay his money against Fortunio's. 

Felicia and Floretta had bean bred up in one 
house, and shared all the pleasures and endear- 
ments of kifanoy togeUier. They entered upon life 
at the same time, and continued their confidence 
and friefidship ; consulted each other in «very 
change of. their dress, and every admission of a new 
lover ; thought every diversion more entertaining 
whenever it happened that both were present, and 
when separated justified the conduct, and celebrated 
<the excetlenines, of one another. Such was their in- 
timacy, and such their fidelity; till a birth-night 
approached, when Floretta, took one motning an 
bpportunity, as they were consulting upon new 
.dothes, to advise bw friend nt^ to dance at the 
ball,! ktid infcHrmed her that her perfomianoe the 
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year before had not answered tbeexpectati<»i which 
her other accomplishtnents had raised. Felicia 
commended her sincerity, and thanked her for the 
caution ; but told her that she danced to please 
herself, and was in very little concern what the 
men might take the liberty of saying, but that if 
her appearance gave her dear Floretta any unea- 
siness,' she would stay away-. Floretta had now 
nothing left but to make new -protestations of sin- 
cerity and^affection, with which Felicia was so well 
satisfied, that tbey parted with more than usual 
fondness. . They still continued to visit, with this 
only difference, that Felicia was more punctual 
than before, and oO:en declared how high a value 
she put upon sincerity, how much she thought that 
goodness to be esteemed which would venture to 
admonish a friend of an error, and with what 
gratitude advice was to be received, even when it ' 
might happen to proceed from mistake. 

In a few months Felicia, with great seriousness, 
told Floretta, that though her beauty was such as 
gave charms to whatever she didj and fa^r qualifi- 
cations so extensive, that she could hot fail qf ex- 
cellence in. any attempt^ yet she thought herself 
obliged by the duties of Mendsbip to infram h^r, 
that if ever she betrayed want of judgment, it was 
by too frequent compliuice with solicitations to' 
sing, for that her manner was somewhat ungrace- 
ful, and her voice had no great compass, It is 
true, says Floretta, when I sung three nights ago 
St lady Sprightly's, 1 was hoarse with a cold ;' but 
I sing for my own satisfaction, and am not in the 
least pain whether I am liked. However, my 
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. dear F^da's kindness is not the less, and I shall 
always think myself happy in so true a firiend. 

From this time they never saw each other with- 
out mutual professions c^ esteem, and declaration? 
of confidence, but went soon after into the country 
to visit their relations. When they came back, 
they were prevailed on, by the importunity of new 
acquaintance, to take lodgings in different parts of 
the town, and had frequent occasion, when they 
met, to bewul the distance at which they were 
placed, and the uncertainty which each experienced 
of finding the other at home. 

Thus are the fondest and firmest friendships d)8< 
solved, by such openness and sincerity as interrupt 
our enjoyment of our own approbation, or recal us 
to the remembrance of those failings which we are 
more willing to indulge than to correct. 

It is b^ po means necessary to imagine, that he 
who is offended at advice, was ignorant of the 
fault, and resents the admonition as a false charge ; 
for perhaps it is. most natural to be enraged, when 
ther^ IS the strongest conviction of our own guilt, 
While we can easily defend our character, we are 
no.mwe disturbed at an accusation, than we are 
alarmed by an enemy whom we are sure to con- 
quer; and whose attack, therefore, will bring u^ 
honour without danger. But when a map feels 
the xeprehension of a friend seconded by his owq 
heart,, he is easily heated into resentment and re- 
venge either because he hoped that the fault of 
which he was consdous had escaped the notice of 
others ; or that his frjend had looked upon it with 
tenderness and extenuation, and excused it for the 
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sake of bis other virtues ; or bad considered bim 
as too wise to need advice, or too delicate to be" 
sbocked with reproach : or, because we cannot 
feel without pain- those reflections roused which 
we have been endeavouring to lay asleep; and 
when pain has produced anger, whd would not 
willingly believe, that it ought to be disdiai^edl 
on others, rather than on himself? 

The resentment produced by sincerity, what- 
ever be its immediate cause, is so certain, and ge- 
nerally so keen, that very few have magnanimity 
sufficient for the practice of a duty, which, above 
most others, exposes its votaries to hardships and 
persecutions ; yet fiiendship without it is of very 
little value, since the great use of so dose an in- 
timacy is, that our virtues may be guarded and 
encouraged, and our vices repressed in their first 
appearance t^ timely detection and salutary - re- 
monstrances. 

It is decreed by Providence, that nothing truly 
valuable shall be obtained in our present state, 
but with difficulty and danger. He that hopes for ' 
that advantage which is to be gained from unre- 
strained communication, must sometimes hazard, 
by unpleasing truths, that friendship which he as- 
pires to merit The chief rule to be observed' in 
the exercise of this dangerous office, is to preserve 
it pure from all mixture of interest or vanity ;' to 
forbear admonition or reproof, when our con- 
sciences tell us that they are incited, not by the 
hopes of reforming &ults, but the desire of shew 
ing oar decemment, or gratifying our own pride 
by the mortification of another. It is not indeed 
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owtain, thst.the most refined cautkm will find a 
proper time for bringing 8 man to the knowledge 
of bis own fiiilinga, or the most zealous benevolence 
rewnoile btm to that judgment, by which they are 
detected; but be who endeavours only tbe happi- 
ness of him whom he reproves, will always have 
ei^r the satisfaction of obtaining or deserving 
kindness ; if he succeeds, he benefits his friend, 
and if he fails, he has at least the consciousness 
that he suffers for only doing well. 



No. 41. TUESDAY, AUGUST 7, 1750. 

XtMa rteordanti lux est ingrala graeitqut, 

l>!uUafuit tHJtu Ron mfmitiute veUt 
Antflial atatU ipaiiam libi sir bovu, hoc eit 

Vivere bit, vita poue jiriarefmi.^^ui.t.1, 

Mo-di^'a namanbrtnce ah^ ibe good regFet, 
Not viah one bitter nuHiient to torgjtt ; 
They Etietch the limita of this narrow span I 
And, by enjoying, Mye pMt life ^ain.*— r. lEwrs. 

So few of tbe hours of liie are filled up with objects 
adequate to tbe mind of man, and so frequently 
are we in want of present' pleasure or employment, 
that we.are f<H«ed to have recourse every moment 
to the past and future for supplemental satisfac- 
tions, and rdieve the vacuities of our baiig, by re- 
coUeoUon of former passages, or anticipation of 
events to com& « 
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ti I cannot but c«nad«r this neoesnt j of aeanbiag 
oo ertB^F. side- for matter on wbidi the attentiw 
nuf ' be employed^ as a. strong proofof tbe sMpe- 
liMT and celestial nature of the soul of man. We 
have- no reason to believe that other creatures, faaiw 
lu^er faculties, or mote extensive CDpai^ties than 
the presnration of themselves, or their speaeit w- 
quires t tfoey seem always to be fuHy employed, or 
to be Qompletely at ease without employment, to 
feel few intelleotual miseries or pteasure^v and Vo 
have no exuberance of understanding to lay out 
upon cunosity or caprice, but to have their minds 
exactly adapted to their bodies, with few other 
ideas tban such as corporal pain or pleasure imfress 
upon Uiem. 

Of monoiy, which makes so large a part of- the 
excellence of the human soul, and which has so 
much infiuence upon all its oth»' powers, but a 
small portion has been allotted to the animal worM. 
We do not find the grief with which the dams la- 
ment the loss of their young, proportionate bo ■ the 
tenderness with which they caress, t^ asndoity 
with which tbey feed, or the vehemence with w4nch 
they defend them. Their r^ard for theif offspriRg, 
when it is before their eyes, is not, in appearance, 
less than that of a human parent; but when it is 
taken away, it is very soon forgotten, and, after, a 
short alwence, if brought again, wholly disregarded. 

Thac they have very Uttle remembraneq of amy 
thihg once wit of the reach of their senses, and 
scarce any power of comparing the present nnth 
the past, and regulating their conclusions from ex- 
perience, may be gathered Irom this, that their ia- 
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telleets ere produced in tlicu> futi pei&atioiLi The 
sparrow tfa^ was faatofaed last spiing- makes her 
first nest the ensuing season, of the same matoialf, 
and with the same art, as in any following' ye^; 
and the ben conducts and shelters het first brood 
of chickens with all the prudence that she ever 



It has been asked by men who lore to per{rieK 
any thing that is plain to common undentan^gi, 
how ' Ksson differs fT<Hn instinct ; and Prior has with 
no great propriety made Solomon himself declare, 
-tiaA to distinguuh them is " the fool's ignoraqee 
and the pedant's pride." To give an accurate an- 
swer to a questitm, of which die t»ms are not ocm- 
pletely understood, is impossible ; we do not know 
in what either reason or instinct consists, and there* 
fore cannot tell with exactness how they differ; but 
surely he that oontemplates a ship and a bird^s nest, 
will 4i«ft be Jong' without finding out, that the idea 
of tfae>k»ne- WHS' impressed .at opee, and continued 
timnigboll the progressive descents of the species, 
.without 'woiatjon.or improvement; and tb&t tbe 
tAkw is < the mirit of experim«its compared with 
experiments, has gcown, by accumulated observa- 
tion, ftou9 lees to : greater excellence, and exbiluts 
the ooUcctive knowledge of different ages and va- 
< rious . proffiBsicMM. 
' Memory k. the purv^cv of reason, the power 
whitfa plaeefl. those imsgcs before the mind upon 
which the judgment is to be exercised, and wbidi 
tnasunas up the determinations that are oQce pass- 
ed, as the rules. of future action, or grounds of sub- 
sequent eoDclusioiis. 
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, It is, indeed. Uie&culty of reaMnHnancei wfa^ 
may be said to place us in the class of oKwal agntts. 
If we were to act only in conseqaence <^soaie iiia< 
mediate impulse, and receive no direction from m~ 
temal motives of choice, we should be pushed £»-- 
ward by an invinciUe fatality, without power or 
reason for the most part to prefer one thii^ to ano^ 
ther, because we osuld make no comparison but of 
objects which might both happen to be presmt 

We owe to memory not only the increase of our 
knowledge, and our progress in rational inquiries 
but many other intellectual pleasures. Indeed, 
almost all that we can be said to enjoy is past or 
future ; the present is in perpetual motion, leaves 
us as soon as it arrives, ceases to be present before 
its presence is well percdved, and is only known 
to have existed by the eSects which it leaves be- 
befairid. The greatest part ef our ideas arises, theie. 
fore, from the view before or behind us. and . we 
are happy or miserable, according as we are effeebed 
by the survey of our life, or our prospect rf fature 
existence. ; . i . . 

With regard to futurity, when events are at such 
a distance from us ^that we cannot take the whole 
concatenation into our view, we have generally 
power enough over our imagination to turn it upon 
pleasing scenes, and can promise ourselves riches, 
honours, and delights, without intermingling those 
vexations and anxieties, with which all human En- 
joyments are polluted. If fear breaks in on one side^ 
and alarms us with dangers and disappointments, 
we can call in hope on the other, to solace us witlit 
rewards, and escapes, and victories ; so (bat we are 
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s^om without means of paUisting renMe evib. 
And can generally sooth ourselvei to tnnquitlitjr, 
whenever any trouUesome preiage happens to bt* 
tack us. 

It is, therefor^ I believe much mwe ooumuHt 
for the solitary and thoughtful to amuse tbemselvea 
with' schemes of the future, than reviews of the 
past. For the future is pliant and ductile, and will 
be easily moulded by a strong fancy into any form. 
But the imagM which mnnoty presoits are ttf a 
stobbora and inotractaUe nature, Uie olyects of 
Tem^obrance have already existed, and left thdr 
signature beUnd them impressed upon the mind, 
so as to defy all attempts of rasure or exchange. 

As the satis&ctimis therefore, arising from me>- 
mory are less arbitraty, they are more solid, uid 
ar^ indeed, the only joys which we can call our 
own. Whatever we have once reposited, as Dry- 
dffli expveases it, ** in tbe sacred treasure of the past," ^ 
is out of the reach of acddent, or violenoe, nor 
can be lost dt&er by our own weakness, or ano>~ 
ther's malice ; 

JVbn taiaen irrihun 
Qiuijcunque rttro tit efficiet, ne^e 
D^nget, iiifictumqiie reddtt, 
Qfiadjiigi^n* wmej kora v€xit. 

Be fiuT or foul, at rain or shine, 

Thejoya I have poneu'd in i^W of &tetre miiK. 
' Not Hwf'n itidf upon die foat has pow'r, 
3ut wlut hai been lus been, and 1 have hw] my hour. 



There is certunly no greater -happiness than to 
be able to look back on a life naefuUy and virtuously 
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emplc^ed, to trace our own progress In .existence, 
biy 80(^ tokens as excite neither shame nor sorrow. 
Life, in which nothing haslxen done or suffered 
to distinguish one day from another, is to him that 
faas'ptissed it, as if it had never been, except that 
he is consdous how ill he has husbanded the great 
deposit of his Creator. Life, made memorable fay 
crimes, and diversified through its seVeral peritds 
by wickedness, is indeed easily reviewed, but re- 
viewed only with horror and remorse. 

The great consideration which ought to influence 
ns in the use of the present moment, is to arise 
ftohi the effect, which, as wdU ot ill applied, it 
must have upon the time to ccHiie ; for though its 
actual existence be inconceivably short, yet its ef- 
fects are unlimited ; and there is not the smallest 
point of time but may extend its cooaequenees, 
^tber to our hurt or our advantage, through >aU 
^mity, and give us reason to remembn it.,fi>r 
ever, with anguish or exultation. 

Tbe time of life, in which aietasry mmds 'parti- 
cularly to claim predominance ova- the. other ftmiU 
ties of the mind, is our declining age. It has been 
remarked by former writers, that old men are gene- 
rally narrative, and fall easily into redtals of past 
transactions, and accounts of penons known to 
them in their youth. When we approach the verge 
of the grave it is more eminently true ; 

Vila: mmma brevis spetn naa vrtai inchoare longatn. 
Life's span forbidB thee to extend thy cares, 
AncLstietch thj hopes beyood thy yean.— — csbech. 

We have no longer any possibility of great vicissi- 
tudes in our favour; the changes which are to bap- 
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pen in tbe world will come too late fat our accoGo- 
modation ; wd those who have .no hope befiwe tbeuik 
and to whom their present state is painful and irk>- 
some, must of necessity turn their thoughts back 
to try what retrcnpect will afibrd. It ou^t, there- 
fore, to be the care of those who wish to pass the 
lafft hours with cpmfort, to lay up such a treasure 
of pleasing ideas, as shall support the expences of 
that time, which is to depend wholly upon the fund 
already acquired. ... 

i— i petite hinCijavtnesqite KTtesqug 
Finem aaimo cerium, mUerisque viatiea emit. 

Seek heje, ja young, the anchor of your mind ; 

Here, Buffring age, a bless'd provision find. elfhinstoh. 

■ In youth, howewer unhappy, we solace ourselves 
with the hope of better fortune, and however vi- 
cious, appease our consdences with intentions of 
repeiHance j but the time comes at last^ in, which 
life baa no more td promise, in wMefi happiness 
cttET'be 4n»wni«nty' fhH» recollection, and virtue 
lOitl-benH^ehBt we ean reocrflect with pleasure. 
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Na is. SATUKDAY, AUGUST 11, 1750. 

Miii tarda_flttwU itigr«taque tempoTa,——BOK. V 
, How heavi]}! iny time revolves along. — < — elphinstok. 

To the RAMBLER. 

HX SAMBLER, 

X AM no great admirer of grave writings, and 
therefore very frequently lay your papers aside 
before I have read tbem through ; yet I cannot but 
confess that, by slow degrees, you have raised ray 
opinion of your understanding, and that, though I 
believe it will be long before I can be prevailed 
upon to regard you with much kindness, you have, 
however, more of my esteem than those wbonr I 
sometimes make happy with opportunities to fill 
my tea-pot, or pick up my fiin. I shall tberefbre 
choose you for the confidant oS my distresses, and 
ask your counsel with regard to the means of con- 
quering or escaping them, though I never expect 
from you any of that softness and pliancy, which 
constitutes the perfection of a companion for the 
ladies ; as, in the place where I now am, I have 
recourse to the mastiff for protection, though I 
have no intention of making him a lapdog. 

My mamma is a very fine lady, who has morfe 
numerous and more Brequent assemblies at her 
house than any other person in the same quarter 
of the town. I was bred fixim my earliest in&ncy 
in a perpetual tumult of pleasure, and rememba 
to have heard of little else than messages, visits, 
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pkybouses, and balls ; of the awkwardness of one 
woman, and the coquetry of another ; the charm- 
ing convenience of some dsing feshioiii the diffi- 
culty of playing a new game, the incidents of a 
masquerade, and tiie dresses of a court-ntght. I 
knew before I was ten years old all the rules of pay- 
ing and receiving visits, and to how much civility 
every one of my acquaintance was entitled ; and 
was able to return, with the proper degree of re- 
serve or of vivacity, the stated and established an- 
swer to every compliment ; so that I was very soon 
celebrated as a wit and a beauty, and. had heard 
before I was thirteen all that is ever said to a young 
lady. My mother was generous to so uncotnmon 
a d^ree as to be pleased with my advance into 
life, and allowed me, without envy or reproof, to 
enjoy the same happiness with herself; though most 
women about her own age were very angry to see 
young girls so forward, and many fine gentlemen 
told her. bow cruel it was to throw new -chains 
upon mankind, and to tyrannize over tliem at the 
same time with her own charms, and those of her 
daughter. 

I have now lived two-and-itwenty years, and have 
passed c^ each year nine months in town, and three 
at RicIiBiODd ; so that my time has been spent uni- 
formly in the same company, and the same amuse- 
ments, except as £tshidn.ha8 introduced new diver- 
sions, or the, revolutions of the ; gay world have af- 
fcvded new successions of wits and beaux. How- 
0ver» my mother is so good an economist of plea- 
sure, that I have no spare hours upon my hands ; 
&r every monong beings some ikw (^pointment, 
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and every ni^t .» hurried away by the neemtiy 
of making our appearance at different |Jaeet> and 
c^ being witb one lady at the opera, and with bd*- 
Cher at the card-table. 

When the time came of settling our acbeme of 
lelicity for the summer, it was determined that I 
should pay a visit to a rich aunt in a remote county. 
As you know the chief conversation of all tea- 
table^ in tbe spring, arises from a GommuhicatkM} 
of tbe manner in which time is to be passed till 
winter, it was a great reUef to the barrenness -of 
our topics, to relate the pleasures that wece in 
store for me, to describe my uncle's seat, with tb6 
pai^ and gardens, the charming walks and beuiti- 
ful water&lls ; and every one told me how mudi 
she envied me, and what satisfaction she had once 
enjoyed in a situation of the same kind. 

As we axe all credulous in our own &vour. Mid 
willing to imagine some latent satis&ction in uay 
thing whidi we have not expetitnoed, I will oon- 
fest to you, without restnunt^ that I had auffonod 
my head to be filled with expecta^ws ci ai^nie 
nameless pleasure in a rural life, and that I hoped 
for tbe happy hour that should set me : free ^m 
noise, and flutter, and ceremony, diimisa m»<tio 
the peaceful shade, and hill me in contept.' and 
tranquillity. To solace nqrsclf under the> miaCiy 
of delay, I sometimes heard a studioua lady tff my 
acquaintance read pastorals, I was -delighted .witfa 
scarce any talk bat of leaving the town, and never 
went to bed without dreaming of grovo, fuid iiioa- 
dows, and frisking lambs. : -. . .■ ^. ■ . 

At length I had all my dodies in » trH$ik; and- 
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«RW the coaeh; ftt the door ; I sprong'th with eoMtf^ 
quarrelled with my maid for bein;^ too long hi 
taking leave of tbe other servants, and rejoiced as 
the ground grew kss Whidi lay between me and 

' the completionof my wishes. Afew days bropght 
ne to- a lai^ old house, encompassed on -tbne 
aides with woody hilts, and looking from the ftorA 
tMi a gentle rivier, the sight c^ -which renewed all 
iny expectations of pleasure, and ^ftve me. some 
TCgret for having livedcso long without the enjqjr* 
men - which these delightful soenes were now - to 
affbrd'-me. My atint eame.out:ta. receive me, but 
'in a dress sofar remov^ front the, fM^sent fashion^ 
that I could scarcely look upon her without' taught^ 
ter, which would have been no kind requital for 
tte trouble which she had taken to make hersdf 
fine against my arrival. The night and the next 
morning were driven akvig with inquiries about 
imr family; rayauAt'tben explained our pedigree 

■uid told me atories' cf nSy great grandfcther'a bn. 
very in the civil' wacsi nor .was it le«s ,than thces 

'dajTs befelc»l^oo«kl p««aade har to Itave me to 

:- 'Ablabt eoonoe^y prevailed ; she went in the usual 
' ibnDiee<<etout- her own affairs, and I was at liberty 
itO'rallgcta»'tiie wilderness, and sit by the cascade. 
Vke novtity i£'Mht ofcgects about, me pleased OM 
for « whSi^' but after a few days they wece new 
DO longer,: and'! lodn began to perceive that. the 
emiDtry' wiM"TMiC<'my element; that shades, ami 
flD«er8^.sad lawns, and waters, had very soon, rao- 
hausted all their power of pleasing, and that I bad 
Bot iKMjtsdf airy fund of sutifiiactiui, with which 

VOL. IV. T 
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i toaiA supply t^ lost of my oustonmy atDiu»> 
nents. 

I uithappily told my aant. in die firrt warmth of 
our tittbiaces, that I had leave to atxy witii faer ten 
Weeks. Six only *xe yet gone, and bow sb^l I hvi 
tiitmigh the remaining four ? I go out and return ; 
I ptudc a flow», and throw it aw«y ; I oAdti an 
bisect, and when I have exanuned Us oileurs set 
H at liberty; I fiing a pebble into tfae water, and 
«e otie circle' spread after another. When it 
Chanceft to rain, I walk in the great hall, and watch 
the ittinato-band upon the dial, or play with a 
Htt^ iof kittens, iM)icb the cat happens to hare 
brou^t ih 4 hicky time. 

My ^UM is Bikaid I shall grow mekncbolyt and 
^lerefore encoursgc^i the nc4ghbourii^ g'cnt'7 t<> 
vhK ail They catue at first with great eagemesft 
{6 see tbe line tbdy fi<bm JLondon ; tut when we me^ 
«re had lko«on»»on tx^c on ytiaiBh we could can* 
veiriei l^y bad no^eoricAiity aftor fdays, opeias, «r 
tBO^i and i £ml as little satiifaetioii ftbm tbeir 
Ifcconnts of the quatvels or alUanoet of ftEmiliett 
whose names, when once I can escape, I sfaall never 
hear. The woman have how seen me, know how 
my gown is made, and are satisfied; the men are 
generaUy ^raid of me, and say Httie, became they 
ttiink themselves not at Sbeity to talk rndety. 
' Th\is I am «ondei»ned to attitude; theday moTea 
tAowly forward, and I see the dawn v/itb uneasiness, 
because I cson^der that night is at a great distuKXt 
I have tried to sleep by a brook, but find its mur- 
murs ineffectual ; so that i am forced to be awake 
«t least twelve hours^ without visitG, without eaKls» 

Diflinzec by Google 



Na 4ft. TS£ KAMBLEt. KfH 

without laughter, and without flattery. I walk be- 
cause I am disgusted with sitting still, and sit down 
because I am weary with walking. I have no mo- 
tive to action, nor any object of love, or bate, or 
fear, or iocUoaUoB. I cannot dress with spirit, for 
I have neither rival nor admirer. I cannot danoe 
vrithout a partner ; 'nor be kind or cruel, without a 
lover. 

Such is the lifie of Euphelia ; and such it is likdy 
to oontinDe fiir a month to come. I have not yet 
declared against existence, nor called upon the de- 
atinics to cut my thread ; but I have sincerdy re- 
•olved not to condemn myself to such another 
sununer, nor too hastily to flatter myself with lu^ 
piness. Yet I have heard, Mr Rambler, of those 
who never thought thenuelves so much at ease as 
in solitude, and cannot but suspect it to he some 
w«^ «r ot&ffl- my own &olt, th^ without great 
pain, either 4^* mind or body, I am thus weary of 
myself: ihat the comnt of yodth stagnate^ and 
ttut I am languishing in 4^ead calm, for want oi 
aome eactnnal impulse. I shall therefore think you 
• benete^or to our sex, if yon will teadi me the 
art of living alcme; Sx 1 am confident that a thini- 
iaaid and a thoonnd and a thousand ladies, who 
affect to talk with ecstasies of the pleasures of the 
oountry, are in nality, like me, lon^g for the 
winter, and wishing to be deUvcred from tben>< 
fAvu by company aod diversion. 

I am, sir, your^ 

EUFQELIA. 
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Huntiite perjxUio torrtns tolil acriui ire, 

Sed tatnen ktec brevit at, iUdfcrannU agtULr^—OVTB, 

In coune inipetucnis awn the tonent dries. 

The brook k comtant pcAcefiil eiieam auppHes. r. LEWit. 

It is observed by those who have written on the 
constitution of the human body, and the origi- 
nal of those diseases by whicli it is a£Ucted, that 
every man comei into the world morbid, that thtax 
u no temperature so exactly regulated but that 
some humour is fatally pred<»ninant, and that we 
are generally impregnated, in our first entrance 
upon life, with the seeds c£ that 'malady, wbicbi 
in time, shall bring us to the grave. 

This remark has been extended by others to .the 
int^lectual &culties. Some that imagine them-- 
selves to have looked with .more than common pe- 
netration into human nature, halve et^deavoured to 
persuade us that each man is bom with a mind 
formed peculiarly {ex (%rtain^ purposes, and with 
desires unalterably determined to particulac oh- 
jects, from which the attention cannot be - long. •Ai- 
verted, and which alone, as \hey are .well or HI 
pursued, must produce the praise or Uame* the 
happiness or misery of his future life. 

This position has not, indeed, been hitjierto 
proved with strength proportionate to the assur- 
ance with which it has been advanced, and per- 
haps will never gun much prevalence by a close 
examiiiqtioD. 
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• If the doctrine of innate ideas be itself disputa- 
lAe, tboe seems to be little hope of establtBhing an 
opinion, which supposes that even complications of 
ideas have been ^ven us at our birth, and that we 
are made by nature ambitious, or covetous, before 
we know the meaning of eith^* power or money. 

Yet as every step in' the progression of existence 
changes our position with respect, to the things 
about us, so as to lay us open to new assaults and 
particular dangers, and subjects us to inconve- 
niencies firom which any other situation is exempt ; 
as a public or a private life, youth and age, wealth 
uid poverty, have all some evil closely adherent, 
which cannot wholly be escaped but by quitting 
the state to which it is annexed, and submitting to 
the incumbrances of some other condition ; so it 
cannot be denied that every difference in the struc- 
ture of the mind has its advantages and its wants ; 
and that failures and defects being inseparable from 
humanity, however the powers of understanding 
be extended or contracted, there will on one side 
or the other always be an avenue to error and 
miscarriage.' 

There seetn to be some souls suited to great, and 
others to little employments; some formed to soar 
aloft, and take in wide views, and others to grovel 
on the ground, and confine their regard to a nar- 
row sphere. Of these the one is always in danger 
of becoming useless by a daring negligence, the 
other by a scrupulous solicitude ; the one collects 
many ideas, but confused and indistinct ; the other 
is busied in minute accuracy, but without compass 
and without dignity. 
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Tbe general aror of those wlio posieu power- 
fiil And elevated iinderstandiDgB, is, that tlicjr form ' 
Mhemes of too -great extent, and flatter tiiemselve* 
too hastily with success ; tbey- feel their own fonse 
to be great, and by the complacency with whidi 
every man surveys himself, imagine it still greater : 
they therefore look out for undertakings worthy of 
their abilities, and engage in them with very little 
precaution, for they imagine that withoot preme- 
ditated measures, they shall be able to find expe* 
dients in all difficulties. They are naturally apt to 
consider all prudential maxims as below thor re^ 
gard, to treat with contempt . those secunties and 
resources which others know themselves obliged ta 
provide, and disdain to accomplish their purposes 
by established means, and commini gradations. 

Precipitation thus incited by the pride of intd- 
lectual superiority, is very fatal to great designs. 
The resolution of the combat is seldom equal to 
tiie vehemence of the charge. He that mceta wiU» 
an opposition which he did not expect, loses hi* 
courage. The violence of his first onset is 8uo> 
eeeded 1^ a lasting and unconquerable langour;, 
miscarriage makes him fearful of giving way to 
new hopes ; and the contemplation of an attempt 
in which he has fallen below his own expectations 
is painful and vexatious; he therefore naturalljF 
turns his attention to more pleasing cAgeets, wd 
habituates his imagination to other entertainments, 
till, by slow degrees, he quits his first pursuit, and 
suffers some other project to take pt^seuion of bis 
thoughts, in which the same ardour of mind }»o* 
mises him again certain success, and which dis- 
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•ppfx^tmeDti of the nme land ompel him t» 
abandon. 

Thtia too much vigour in the beginning of an 
undotaJuDg, often intercepts and prevente the stea- 
dineBS and poseveiance always necessary in the 
oooduot of a complicated scheme, where many in^ 
terests axe to be connected, many movem^ts to 
be adjusted, and the joint effort of distinct and in- 
depmdent powws to be directed to a single p«nt 
Id all important events which have been suddenly 
brought to pass, chance has lieai the agent rather 
than reuMi ; and> tiierefore, however those who 
Memed to preside in the transaction, may have 
been c^lirated by such as loved or feared theni, 
sucoeeding times have commonly conddered them 
at fortunate rathn than prudent Every design in 
which the connection is regularly traced from the 
first motion to the last, must be formed and exe* 
Gated by calm intrepidity, and requires not only 
courage which danger cannot turn asid^ but con- 
stancy which fttigues canned weary, and contri* 
vance which impediments cannot exhaust 

All the perforooances of human art, at which we 
look with praise or wonder, are instances of the 
resistless force of perseverance ; it is by this that 
the quany becomes a pyramid, and that distant 
countries are united witii canals. If a man was to 
compare the efifect of a single stroke of the pick- 
axe, or of one Impression of the spade, with the 
general de^gn and last result, he would be over- 
whelmed by the sense of their disproportion ; yet 
thine petty operations, incessantly <xintinued, in 
time surmount the greatest difficulties, and moun- 

Diflitizec by Google 



J90 THE AAKffiLER: . Kb. 4S. 

tuns are leT<dled, and oceaDs bounded,, by the 
slender force of human beings. 

It is therefore of the . utmost importance, that 
those who have any intention of deviating from 
the beaten roads of life, and acquiring a reputation 
superior to names hourly, swept away by time 
among the refuse of fame, should add to their rea- 
son, and their spirit, the power of pCTmsting in 
their purposes;^ acquire the art of sapjang .wb^t 
they cannot batter, and the habit of vanquishing 
obstinate resistance by obstinate attacks. . 

The student who would build bis knowledge on 
solid foundations, and proceed by just d^rees to 
^e pinnacles of truth, is directed by the great phi- 
losopher of France to begin by doubting of his own 
existence. In like manner, whoever would com- 
plete any arduous and intricate enterprise, should, 
as sooa as his im^nation can cool after the first 
blaze of hc^, place before his own eyes every.,pos-T 
sible embarrassment that may retard qr defeat him. 
He should first questicm the probaUUty, c^ sif(¥;e99>- 
and then endeavour to remove the o^jc^iotis .that; 
he has raised. It is proper, says old. Ri^khaiPr' 
to exercise your horse on the more, jnconvenieji;li: 
dde of tbe course, that if he should, in the. r^^e, 
be forced upon it, he may not be discourt^ged,; 
and Horace advises bis poetical friend to consider 
every day as the last which he shall enjoy, because 
that will always give pleasure which we receive 
beyond our hopes. If we alarm ourselves before- 
hand with more difficulties than we realty find, we 
shall be animated by unexpected facility ^(fa 
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double spirit; and if we find our cautions and 
fears justified by the consequence, there willhow- 
ever happen nothing against which provision has 
not been made, no sudden shock wilt be received, 
nor will the main scheme be disconcerted. 

There is, indeed, some danger lest he that too 
scrupulously balances probabilities, and too perspi- 
caciously foresees obstacles, should remain always 
in a state of inaction, without venturing upon at-' 
tenipts on which he may perhaps spend his labour 
without advantage. But previous despondence is 
not the fault of those for whom this, essay is de- 
rigned ; they who require to be waraed against 
predpitation. will not suffer more fear to intrude 
into their oontemphitions than is necessaiy to al- 
lay the effervescence of an agitated fancy. As 
Des Cartes has kindly shewn how a man may 
prove to himself his own existence, if once he can 
be prevailed upon to question it, so the ardent and 
adventurous will not'be long without finding some 
plausible extenuation of the greatest difficulties. 
Such, indeed, is the uncertainty of all human af- 
fiurs, that security and despair are equal follies ; 
and as it is presuiiiption and arrogance to antici- 
pate triumphs, it is weakness and cowardice to 
prognosticate miscarriages. The numbers that 
have been stopped in their career of happiness are 
sufficient to shew the uncertainty of human fore- 
sight ; but there are not wanting contrary instances 
of such success obtained against all appearances, 
as may warrdnt the boldest flights of genius* if 
they are supported by unshaken perseverance. 
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Dn«hu descend ftoni Jove.—^iorc. 

To Ae RAMBLES, 
nm 
I'HXD latjely a yerj KemarkaUe dream, vhidi 
nude so strong an impreauon on me, th^ I ■«• 
member it eveiy w<xd ; and if you are not better 
emplt^ed, you may read the r^tiiHi of it as fill. 

loMTB : 

Metbought I was in tbe midst of a very entep* 
tuning set of company, and extremdy d^gbted 
in attending to a lively conversation, when on a 
sudden I percnved one of the most shocking 
figures ima^nation aui frame, advandng towwds 
me. She was drest in Made, her skin was eon* 
traeted into a thousand wrinkles, her eyes sunk 
deep in her bead, uid her complexitm pale and 
livid as tbe countenance of death. Her looks vece 
filled with terror and unrelenting severity, and 
her hands armed, with whips and scorfnons. As 
soon as she came near, with a horrid frown, and a 
voice that chilled my very blood, she Ud me fol- 
low her. I obeyed, and she led me through rug- 
ged patlis, beset with briars and thorns* into a de^ 
solitary valley. Wherever the passed, the &ding 
verdure withered beneath her steps ; her pestilen- 
tial breath infected the air with malignant va- 
pours, obscured the lustre of the sun, and involved 
the fair &ce of heaven in universal gloom. Dis- 
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mat howlings resounded tbrougb tbe fomt, J&ora 
every baleful tree the night raven uttered hla 
dreadful note, and the [H-oapect was filled with de- 
solation and h(»nv. In the midst of this tremcn-* 
dous scene my execraUe guide addressed me in 
tbe following manner : 

" Retire with me, O rash unUiinking mortal* 
** fiom the vain allurements of a dec^tAil world^ 
** and Icam that pleasure was not designed tbe 
*' portion of buman life. Man was born to mourn 
** ai^ to be wretched ; this is tbe condition of all 
** below tbe stars, and whoever endeavours to op- 
** pose it, acts in contradiction to the will of Hea- ' 
** yen. Fly thm from the fatal enchantments of 
** youth, and sooal delight, and here copsecrate. 
<* tbe sotitary hours to lamentation and woe. Mi- 
" soy is the duty of all sublunary beings and 
** every enjoyment is an ofience to the Ddty, who 
*• is to be worshipped only by the mortification of 
** every s«ise of pleasure, and tbe everlasting ex* 
<* eicise of sighs and tears." 

This melancholy picture of life quite sunk my 
qtirita, and seemed to annihilate every principle 
of joy within me. I threw myself beneath a blasted 
yew, where the winds blew cold and di»na1 round 
my head, and dreadfiil apprehensions dulled my 
heart. Here I resolved to lie till the hand ^ 
death, whidi I impatiently invoked, should put 
an end to the miseries of a life so deploraUy 
wretdied. In this sad situation I espied on one 
hand of me a deep muddy river, whose heavy 
waves rolled on in alow sullen murmurs. Here 
I determined to plunge, and was just upon the 
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l»!nk, when I {bund myself suddenly drawn back. 
i tam^ abou^ and was surprised- by the ^igfat of 
the Wriest ot^eet I bad ever beheld. The moBt 
oigaging charms dr youth sAA beauty appeared in 
all her fbrm ; effHilgent glories sparkled in her eyes, 
and their awful splendours rwere softened by the 
gentlest looks of compassidn and. peace. At her 
approflcb' the frightful spectre who bad before ti>r- 
metited me, vanished awey, and with < her all the 
horrors she had caused. The gloomy, clouds bright' 
ened into a cheerful sunshine, the groTes recovered 
thdr verdure, and the whole region looked gfty 
' and blooming as the garden of Eden. - 1 was quite 
transported at this unexpected ■ change, and re^ 
viving pleasure began to glad my thoughts, when, 
with a look of inexpressible sweetness, my beaute- 
ous deliverer thus uttered her divine instructions : ' 

" My natne is Religion. I am ^e oflfepring of 
"Truth and' Love, and the pareAt of Benevo- 
" lence, Hop^ and Joy. That monster from 
" whose power I have freed you is call^ Super- 
"stition; she is the child of Discontedt, and ber, 
" followers are Fear and Sorrow, l^tls dififeroit 
" as we are, she has oflen tbe insolence' to assume 
" my name and character, and seddCes* unhappy 
" mortals to think us tbe same, till she, at length, 
•* drives them to the borders of Despair, . that 
" dreadful abyss into which you were just going 
" to sink. 

" Look round and survey the various beauties 
** of the globe, which Heaven has destined for tbe 
" seat of the human race, and consider whether a 
" wwld thus ^Equisitely framed could be meant 
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** Sot the abode of mUery.uid paia. For what end 
" has the kvish. hand, of ProrideDce diffused, sudi 
" innumerable objects of deligfatr but that a^ mi^t 
"rejoice in the privilege of existenoe, and bellied 
" with, gratitude to the beneficent author of. it ? 
" Thifs to enjoy the blessings he has sent, is virtue 
."and obediaice; axiti to reject them m&eiy as 
" means .of' pleasure, is pitiaUe ignonmoe . or ajb>- 
" .«urd pervceseness. Infinite goodness is the source 
" of .AT^ted- ejustence; the proper tendency .of 
"levery rational b^ng, . from the highest order of 
*^ raptured; snaphs, to the meuiest rank o£ men, 
j'.is to.rise incessantly from the lower de|^%es oi 
ff happiness tot higher. They have each faculties 
" assigned them tot vuious orders of delights." 

" What," cried I, " is>this the language of Re- 
"ligion? Does she lead her votaries . through 
'^ flo»eiy.)iaths, and lUd^tiiem pats an unlabcaiDUS 
" life,? Whe^ t^ce the. painful toils of .virtue, the 
" Rorti^ealio^ of penitents, the self-denying, ex- 
" ei^^si qf.|»)i^ts and heroes?" 
. ^' Tljie trM«;ei^^mentf of a reasonable bduig,'* 
ans^iired:jsbrAiildly. " do^ot ccuiiust in unbounded 
" indulge^Q^, or luxurious ease, in, Uie tumult of 
" passiQns, tl^ilangour of indolence, or the flutter 
" of light amusements. YieWng to immoral plea- 
f .sure corrupts the mind, living to animal and trifling 
!' on^ debases it;, both in,. their degree disqualify 
*' it for its genuine good, and consign it over to 
" wretchedness. Whoever would be really happy, 
" must make the diligent and r^ular exercise, of 
" his superior powers his chief attrition, adoring 
" the perfectitms of his Maker, expressing good- 
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"will to his fellow<«retttures, cukivitibg i&wil4 
" leetitiide. To his lower faculties' he roust allow 
** sudi ^tatifitiations u will, by refteshitig him, in- 
** vigomt^ bis nobler pursuita. In die regions in- 
" habited by angelie natures, nnmingled fetioity 
** fiir ever blooms, joy flows there with a perpetual 
** and ^mndant stream, nor needs there any monnd 
" to chedc its course. Beings conscious <^ a frame 
** of mind oiiginaUy diseasecf, as all the human noce 
" has cause to be, must ose the re^men of a stricter 
" 6df-govenini«it. Whoerer has been guihy of 
" voluntary excesses must patently submit both to 
** the painful woHdngs of nature, and needful se- 
" verities of medidne. In order to hit cure. StiU 
*■ he is entitled to a Dooderate ' share of whatever 
** Idleviating acoommodations' this &ar mahsifHi of 
" his merdfol Parent aSorda, oonnsCent with hh 
"leooveryr And in proportion a» this Teoovs ry 
^ ndvsnoes, l^e livdliest joy will firing frdra hH 
** secret sense of an amended and irapnmng heart 
" — So far from t^e horrors of despair is Aeoon- 
" ditioh evoi cf the guilty.*— Shudder, poor" mortal, 

* at the thought of the gulf into which Uum wsit 

* but now going to plunge. 

'** WhUe the Ditat fiial^ bare «ver eneounget^ 
** mextt to amend, Ai more innooent soul will be 
"supported wiUi etiU sweeter consohitions ' under 
** ^ its expmenoe (tf human infiitnitira; support* 
** ed by the gladdemng assunnoes that every rai- 
" cere endeavour to outgrow them shall be asMsted, 
** accepted, and rewarded. To such a me the low- 
** liest self^dMsement is but a deep-laid foundation 
" for the most elevated lu^pes ; since they who &ith- 
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** Adiy cxiaune and Mknoi^tdge what they are, 
" shall be enabled under my conduct to become 
** i^iat they ^esirck The GhriitiaD and the h&ro 
** are inseparable ; and to a^nrings of unasmmiiig 
** trust, and filial confideace, are set no bounds. 
** To him who is animated witfa a -view of obtain- 
*' ing af^robation from the Sovereign of the uni. 
^ v6ne, no difficulty is iniurmoiuitable. Secure 
" in this pursuit of every needful aid, his conflict 
** with the severest pains and tsials, is little vaere 
" than the vigorous exeroaes of a mind in health, 
f His patient di^endence on. that iVovidenee which 
** locdcs through all eternity, his.silait resignalion, 
f* hui ready acecfmaiodatiDn of his tfaodghta aifd be> 
^iiaviour to its insttutabte nuya, is at onte the 
** most excellent sort of self-deuid, md a source 
" (tf the mdst exalted transpditi. Society is the 
** tnse sphefe of hnmaii nttue. In aocui, active 
" life difficullaeta, wiU perpetniliy be mctiiwitb ; n~ 
** atnkiata of many Idnds will be neiMiary; and 
" studying to behave right in reapact of these is 
" a discipline of the humMi heart, useful to others, 
" and improving to itself. Suffering is no duty, 
** but where it is necessary to avoid guilt, ot to do 
" good ; nor pleasure a crime, but where it strength- 
" ens the influence of bad indinations, or lessens 
" the generous activity of virtue. The happiness 
** albtted to a man in his present state, is indeed 
" faint and low, compared with his immortal pro* 
** spects, and noble capadtles ; but yet whatever 
" portitm of it the distributing hand of heaven 
" offers to each individual, is a needful support 
" and refreshment for the present moment, so fiir 

Diflitizec by Google 



IBS TBSmAllBCSE. Ho. 44 

" as H tnajr bot binder the attaining of hit final 
"destination. 

" Retum then with me from continual misery 
" to moderate enjoyment aiid grateful alacrity. 
** Retum from the contracted views of solitude to 
" the propo' duties of a relative and dependent 
*' being. Religion is ntrt confined to cells and 
" closets, nor restrained to sullen retirement. These 
" are the gloomy doctrines of Superstition, by 
"■wbiob she endeavours to break those chains of 
" benevfdence and social affection, that link the 
** welfiure of every particular with that of the whole. 
" Remeinber that the greatest honour you can pay 
» to the Author of your being is by such a-ehen*- 
" fill behaviour, as discovers a mind sati^d with 
** lus dispensations." 

Here my preceptress :ptittiKd, and I was gmng 
to express my aoknowledgments fmr berdiseovrae^ 
when a ring of belh firan the ne^bbmiring viUagc; 
And a new-riaen son dartidg hb beams thr«ugh>tej 
windows^ awalnd me. ■ 
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NS) V nd(i riH» -— — .EPBIf. 

TbU ia the diief felicity itf life. 
That concord smile on the connubial bed ; 
' Bnt now 'tis hatred all. 

To Oe RAMBLER. 

ThovgHi in the dissertations which you have 
given us on marriage, very just cautions are 
Uid down against the common causes of fe^aty, 
and the necessity of having, in that important 
^KHce, the first regard to virtue, is careliiUy in- 
culcated; yet I cannot think the subject so much 
exliauited, but that a little reflection would pee. 
sent to the mind many questions, in the discus- 
taoa of which great numbers are interested, and 
many precepts which deserve to be more parti- 
cularly and forcibly impressed. 

You seem, like most of the writers that have 
gcMTie before you, to have allowed as an uncon- 
tested {Hinciple, that " Marriage is generally un- 
happy ;" but I know not whether a man who pro- 
fesses to think for himself, and concludes from 
his own observations, does not depart from his 
character when he follows the crowd thus impli- 
citly, and receives maxims without recalling them 
to a new examination, espemlly when they com- 

VOL. IV. V 
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prise so wide a circuit of life, and include auch 
variety of circumstances. As I have an equal 
Tight with otfae.rs to j^ye my opinion of the ob- 
jects about me, and a better title to determine 
concerning that state which J have tried, than 
many who talk of it without experience, I am un- 
willing to be restraiuicd by mere autbority from 
advancing what, I believe, an accurate view of the 
world will confirm, that marriage is not commonly 
unhappy, otherwise than , as life is unhappy ; md 
that most of those who complain of connubial mi^ 
series, have as muob Eatia&ction as their nature 
would have admitted, or their conduct [nijcvred, 
in any ^er ctuidition. , . 

It is. indeed, commoit to hf^^r bpth aexw rQi^ns 
4t tbctr change, relate the hapiupes^ of thfi^ ^i^r 
ytan, UamQ the fplly md rs^hiwss 9f thc^f own 
tihoioEv and warn t^e wbotn they sm cciniingiD0 
the world i|^inst the fAme pr^cfpitfUHK ^qd wfa* 
tuatiictti. But it.is to be reqiemb^Te^ that; the,4<Qf^. 
whi^ they so much wi^b t« csll b^f^ ar^ th^d^yti 
not only ^ccUbaoy but of youth. the^»]ic ^ mh 
velty and improvement; oi ardQur and flf feip^, »f 
health and vigour of body, of gwety iin4 Jiigto)^ 
of heart It is not essy to surround lif^.wit^ ^ny 
(anmmstsnces in which youth will not,bei:49l}gbt* 
fijJli and I am ^raid tjwt wh^Un^r maeri^ or ;ttn- 
raiurried. we shall find the v^^tujiw 9f terr^triaj ex- 
iateace more heavy and ouffibrouf, ttiQ l9ng«r it i» 

That they censure tbemtetves for tbe i«di#cre- 
tion of their choice, is not a eu^tont pro^f thft 
they have cboaen illi sinra via «e« the »o^ discon- . 
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tent «t every otber pert ctf life wtddi we euiooi 
change. Converse with aloioat any man. groWn 
c^ in a fmrfnaion, and you will find him r^rettii^ 
that be did not enter into smne different course, to 
which he too late finds fais genius better adapted, 
or in wfaidi he diicovers that wealth and hoooar 
are mote eauly attained. ** The merchant," ai^ 
Horace, " envies the soldier, ud the soldier r^ 
" counts the felicity of the merdiant ; the lawyer^ 
" when his clients harass him, calls out for the quiet 
** of the cxMintryman ; and the .countryman, when 
" business calls him to towii, proclums that there 
" is no happiness but uoidst (^lence and crowds." 
Krery man recounts the inconvenieneeB of his own 
station, and thinks those of any other less, becanse 
be has not felt them. Thus the married praise the 
ease and freedom of a single state, and the sing^ 
fly to marriage fhxn the weariness of solitude. 
From all our olnervations we may colleet with eer- 
tainlyi that misery is the lot of man, but cannot 
dbeover in what particular con^ion it will find 
moBt aUeviatiooa; ot whether aH external appem 
dageB.are not, as we use them, the causes cidier 
of good or ill 

Whoever feels great pain, naturaUy hopes fdr 
eassifrom change of posture; he changes i^ and 
finds himself equally tormented ; and of the same 
kind are the expedients by which we endeavour to 
obviate or elude those uneasinesses, to whieh mor- 
tality will always be subject. It is not likely that 
the married state is eminently miserable^ since we 
see-su^ numbers, whom the death of their partners 
has set free from iU entering it again. 
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; WiTeftandhu^ndsaxe* indeed, inoessBiitly ohd- 
pluning of each other ; and there woold be reason 
for imaging th;^ tdmost evary hotue^was infested 
with pevrerseness or oppreuion beyond human suf- 
ferance, did we not know upon how small occasions 
some minds burst out into lamentations .and re^ 
, .prooches, and how naturally ^every animal xevengea 
bis pain upon those who baj^n to be near, . widi- 
out any nice examiaation of its cause. We. we 
always willing to fancy oursdves 'within a little>of 
happiness, and when, with ; repeated eS^rtSt-we 
cannot reach it, persuade ounelves that, it. ift in- 
tercepted by an ill-paiied mate, sinc^ ifwcoould 
find any other obstacle, it would be our own &iilt 
that it was not removed. 

Anatomists have often remarked, that though 
fHir diseases are sufficiently numerous andsen^re, 
yet when we inquire into the structure of the body, 
the tenderness of some parts, . the minuteness of 
others, and the immense multij^city of eoiiDal 
funcUons that must concur to the ; bealtl^ul and 
Tij|[on>us exennse of alt our powers, tber^ ri^^ears 
reascHi to wonder rather that we Me pi^s^red so 
long, than that we perish so soon, and tibat our 
frame subsists for a single day, or hourj. wAtbout 
disorder, rather than that it should -bO' hrokw «r 
obstructed by violence of accidei|t5» or length of 
time. - :' 

The same reflection arises in my «iind, ,iipon oh- 
»rvation of the manner ii|-whiiohjpQaniago is. fte- 
quently contracted. When I see tfate avaricioBs 
and crafty, taking companions to tfaeU' tables. and 
thdr beds without any inquiry^ but tftec firmfi Md 

Diflitizec by Google 



No. 45. THK SAHBLSiR. S08 

Bftonby ; or Hie giddy and thoughtless tfnithig thetn- 
asAves for life to those >7hom they have only seen 
by the ^ght of tdpers at a ball; when paraits mske 
erticteafor their children, without inquiriog aStet 
tbeir consent ; when some many for ' heirs to dis- 
appoint their brothers, and others throw themsrives 
into the arms of those whom they do tioi lore, be^ 
cause tbey have found themselves rcijected where 
they were most solicitous to please; when some 
many because their servants cheat them, some be- 

- cause they squuider their own money, some be- 
cause' their houses are pestered with company, 
some because they will live like other people, and 
some only because they are »ck of themselves, I 
am not so much inclined to wonder that marriage 
is sometimes unhappy, as that it appears so little 
loaded' with calamity ; and cannot but conclude that 
society has something in itself eminently agreeable 
to'human nature, when I find its pleasures so great, 

' tbateven the-' lU' choice of a companion can hardly 

' overbalance them. 

- 9y the andent custom of the Muscovites, -tbe 
mea-Wid' women never saw each other till'tfaey 
wti* Joirietf beyond the power of parting. It may 
be^speCted that by this method many unsuHAMe 
msftdies ' were produced, and many tempers asso- 

' ciated'thA were not qualified to give pleanire to 
each oth6r. Yet, perhaps, among a people so lit- 
tle delicate, Where the paucity of gratifications, 
and the uniformity of life, gave no opportunity 
for ii&agination to interpose its objections, thoe 
WHS' not mudi danger of capridous dislike; and 
while Ui^ felt neither cold nor hunger tb^ might 
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live quieftj together, without any tliou^t of the 
ddiects of (HK snother. 

AnMHigat us, whom knowledge hts made nice, 
and affluence wanton, there are, indeed, more cau- 
tions requisite to secure tnmquiUity ; and yet if we 
observe the muiner in which those (xmverae, who 
have singled out each other for marri^^, we shall* 
peih^js, not think that the Kussians lost much by 
tiidr restraint; Tar the whole «ideavour of both 
partiesi, during the time of courtship, is to hinder 
tbemsdves from being known, and to disguiae 
thcar natural teiaper, and real desires, in hypoed, 
tieal imitati<»i, studied compliancy and continual 
affectation. Froin the time that their love is avowed, 
Bcitber sees the other but in a mask, and the dieat 
ie managed often on both aides with 3o muob ar^ 
sod discovoed afterwards with ao much abrupt- 
nera, that each has retuon to suspect that some 
transformation has happened on the wedding-night, 
and that, by a strange imposture, one has been 
courted, and another married. 

L desire you, therefor^ Mr Bandder, to question 
aU who shall hereafter come to you with matri- 
moBial comfdoints, conoeEning their bebaviour in- 
the time of courtship, and inform them that they 
are neither to wonder nor repine, when a CEHitract 
h^un with fraud has mded in diaappointmenL 

i am, &C. 
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-OfuM, et proavos, et qua nomfemrau ipri, 

fU ta ntstra wen. ■ OTCT. 

Nougfat from m; biith or uicestors I cliim ; 

All is vaj own, mj bonoui and nif ahsme. ^ 

T^^BAMBLER. 

SIR, 

SiHcB I find that ydti have paid so much ttgari 
to my complaints as to puMish them, I dm in- 
clined by vanity, or gratitude, to continue our cot- 
rCEpondence ; and, indeed, without nther of these 
motives, am ghid of an opportunity to write, for I 
am Aot accustomed to keep in any thing that swells 
my heart, and have here none with whom I cait 
fireely ccmvbrse. While 1 am thus employed, somd 
tedious hours will dip away, and when I return to 
watch the clock, I sh^l find that I have dishmv 
dened myself of part of the day. 

Ybti perceive that I do not pretend to write with 
mufih consideration of any thing but my own con- 
vmiefice; and, not to conceal from you my real 
sentimeuts, th6 little titine which I have spent, 
against my wW, in solitary meditation, has not 
much contributed to my veneration for authors. 
I have now sufficienli reason to suspect, that, with 
til your splendid ptofessions of wisdom, and seem- 
ing regard far truth, you have very little sincerity ; 
that yon either write what you do not think, and 
wittngly impose tipcm mankind, or that you take 
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DO care to think ri^^ but while you set up your- 
selves as guides, mislead your followers by credu- 
tity or negligenoe ; that you produce to the pub- 
lic whatever notions you can speciously m^ntain, 
or elegantly express, without inquiring whether 
they are just; and transcribe hereditary ftlsehoods 
from old au^ors perhaps as ignorant and careless . 
as yourselves. 

You may perhaps wonder that I express myself 
with so much acrimony on a question in which 
women are supposed to have very little interest ; 
and you are likely enoU^, for I have seen many- 
instances of the sauciness of scholars, to tell mc^ 
that I am more properly employed in joying with, 
nay kittens, than in giving myself airs of critioism> 
and censuqng the learned. But you are mistaken,- 
if you imagine that I am to be intimidabed 1^ yourt 
oontempt, or silenced by your reprooft. As I read^ 
I have a right to judge ;. as I am injured, I have.-tt 
right to complain; and these {tfivili^ea, whioh I 
have purchased at so dear a ratei I dluiU-:iMlt casUy 
be persuaded to resign. ' ' j 

To read has, indeed, never been my basinesa. 
but as there are hours of leisure in the most ftetiive 
life, I have passed the superfluities of time, whi^ 
the diversions of the town left upon my hands, in 
turning over a large cc^lection of tragedies and to> 
maoces, where, amongst other sentiment^ comOiDn 
to all authors of this class,.! have found ^dmost 
every pitge tilled with the charaw and hapfiioeeB 
oi a country life ; that Ufe to which every states- 
man in the highest elevation of his {wospertty h 
contriving to retire ; that Ufe to whi«b eveiy tragic 

• 
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heroine in some scene or other wishes to have 'been 
bom, and which is represented as a certun refuge 
from folly, from anxiety, from passion, and -from 
guilt. • . , . 

It was impossible to read so many passionate ex- 
clamations, and soothing descriptions, without fuel- 
ing some desire to enjoy the state in which all this 
felicity was to be enjoyed ; and therefore I received 
with raptures the invitation of my good aunt, and 
expected that by some unknown influence I should 
find all hopes and fears, jealousies and competitions, 
vanish horn my heart upon my first arrival at the 
seats of inno(!ence and tranquillity ; that I should 
sleep in halcyon bowers, and wander in elysian 
gardens, where 1 should meet with nothing but 
the softness of benevolence, the candour of sim- 
plicity, and the cheerfulness of content; where I 
should see reason exerting her sovereignty over 
life, without any interruption from envy, avarice; 
or ambition, and every day.passing in such a man- 
ner -as ^le severest wisdom should approve. 

This, Mr Rambler, I tell you I expected, and 
this I bad by an hundred authors been taught to 
^pect By this expectation I was led hither, and- 
here I live in perpetual uneasmcss, without any 
other ciHnfort than that of hoping to return to Lon- 
don. 

Having, since I wrote my fimner letter, been 
driven, by the mwe necessity of escaping from 
absohite inactivity, to make myself more acquaint- 
ed with the affiurs and inhabitants of this plac6, I 
am now no longer an absolute stranger to rural' 
conversation and employments, but am far from 
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discovering in tbein more innocence or wisdom, 
tlun in the sentiments or conduct of those with 
wliora I have passed more cheerful and more &- 
shionable hours. 

It is common to reju'oaob ^e tea*table, and the 
P«rk, with giving opportunities and encouragement 
to scandal. I cannot whcdly clear them from the 
charge; but must, however, observe in favour of 
the modish prattlers, that if not by prindple, we 
•re at least 1^ accident less guilty of defemation 
than the country ladies. For having greater nun^ 
bers to observe and censure, we are coranKmly con^ 
tent to charge them only with their own faults or 
follies, and seldom give way to malevolence, but 
such as arises from some injury or afiront, real at 
ima^nary, ofiered to ourselves. But in these 
distant provinces, where the same families inbaint 
the same bouses from age to age, they transmit and 
recount the faults of a whole sua%8sion. I Iiave 
been informed how every estate in the neighbour-! 
hood was. onginBiily got, and find, if I may nedit 
the accounts given me, that there is not a single 
acre in the bands of the right owner. I hsve beeiY 
told of intrigues between beaus and toasts that have 
been now three centuries in their quiet graves, and 
am of^n entertained wieb traditional scandal otr 
persons of whose names there would have been no 
remembfuice, had tb^ not eotnmitted somewhat 
that might disgrace their descendants. 

In one of my viute, I happoted to commend the 
air and dignity of a young lady, who- had just left 
thecompany; upon whicfatoograveniatronslooked 
with great slyness at each otter, and tlie ^erssfeed' 

Doi,2.c I!, Google 



No. 46. THE ItAHBLBIl. 899 

me whether I bad ever seea the picture of Henry 
the Eighth. Toil may imagine that I did not im- 
mediately perceive the propriety of the question ; 
but after having waited a while for information, I 
was tcAd that the lady's grandmotho- had a great- 
greatFgrandiDotber that was an attendant mi Anna 
Bullen, and snpiKwed to have been too much a fa> 
vomite of the king. 

If once there happens a quarrel between the prin- 
opal persons of two families, the malignity is con- 
tinued wittiontend, and it is common for old maids 
to fall oat about some election, in which their grand- 
fathers were competitors ; the heart-burnings of the 
civil war are not yet extinguished ; there are two 
families In the neighbourhood who have destroyed 
each other's game from the time of Philip and Mary; 
and when an account came of an inundation, which' 
had injured the plantations of a worthy gentleman, 
one of the hearers remarked, with exultation, that 
he might now have some notion of the ravages com- 
mitted by bis ancestors in their retreat from Bos- 
worth. 

Thus malice and hatred descend here with an- in- 
heritance, and it is necessary to be well versed in 
history, that the various factions of this county may 
be understood. You cannot expect to be on good 
terms with families who are resolved to love no- 
thing in common ; and, in selecting your intimate^ 
you are perhaps to consider which party you most 
favour in the barons' wars. I have often lost the 
good opinion of my aunfs visitants by confounding 
the interests of York and Lancaster, and was once 
censured for sltUpg silent when William Rufus was 
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ealled a tyrant. I have, however, now thrown aside 
all pretences to circumspection, for I find it impos- 
sible in less than seven years to learn all the requi- 
site cautions. At London, if you know your com- 
pany, and their parents, you are safe ; but you are 
here suspected of aUuding to the slips of great- 
grandmothers, and o£ reviving contests which were 
decided in armour by the redoubted knights of an- 
dent times. I hope therefore that you will not 
condemn my impatience, if I am weary of attending 
where nothing can be learned, and of quarrelling 
* where there is nothing to contest, and that you 
will contribute to divert me while I stay here by 
some facetious performance. 



EuPHEtJA. 
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Quanquam his jotofiu acquieicam, debUitor etjraitgor eadem ilia humip- 
nitale gme me, nt hoe iptum permitierem, induxil, Nort idto tame* 
nelim tbiriar Jieri : nee ignore idi«i hffutmodi canu itihil amptha vo- 

. care q<ma damiaaa ; rogue tibi magwit homM* it e^pentet videri. 
Qui an magni mpientesque tint, neicio : Kominei non itint. Bomiait 
erf eaim qgiei doiore, eenlire : renstere (antra, et tolatia admittere : 

'■ Am nlaUit noaegtrt.f^ — pun. 

Theae ^oceedings \xtt affbcded me some comfiwt in mj distms ; not- 
nidiBtBading which, I am sdU dispirited and unhinged by the Bame 
motive* of humanity that imlnced ine to grant such indulgencea. 
Hoverer, I by no means wiih to become leas susceptible of teiidw> 
neas. I know theae kind of miafbrtuuea would be estimated by other 
persoDB only aa common losaea, and from such aeiiBatioiiE the; would 
conceive tbemaelvea great and wise men. I shall not detennine 
either their greatness or their wisdom ; bnt I am certain they hnve no 
humanity. It is the part of ■ man to be aSbcted with grief; to feel 
sorrow, at the same time'that he is to resist it, and to admit of com- 

fiut.^— EAEL OF OBkSSt. 

Of the passions with which the mind of man is 
a^tated, it may be ^obserred, that they natu- 
rally hasten towards their own extinction, by in- 
citing and quickening the attainment of their ob- 
jects. Thus fear urges our flight, and desire ani- 
mates our progress ; and if there are some which 
perhaps may be indulged till they outgrow the 
good appropriated to their satisfaction, as it is &»• 
quently observed of avarice and ambition, yet their 
immediate tendency is to some means of happiness 
really existing, and generally within the prospect. 
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The taiset always inu^nes that there is a certain 
sum that will fill his heart to the brim ; and evn-jr 
ambitious man, like king Fyrrbns, fau an acquisi- 
ticm in his thoughts that is to terminate his labours, 
after which he shall pass the rest of his life in ease 
or gaiety, in repose or deyotion. 

Sorrow is perhaps the only a£fectk>n of the breast 
that can be excepted from this general remark, and 
it therefore deserves the particular attention of tlu>se 
who have assumed the arduous [nrovinoe of pFeserv- 
ing the balance of the mental constitution. The 
other passions are diseases indeed, but tliey neces- 
sarily direct us to their proper cure. A man at 
once ^Is the pain and knows the medicine, to 
which he is carried with greater haste as the evil 
which requires it is oiore excruciating, and cures 
himself by unnerring instinct, as the wounded -stags 
of Crete are related by ^lian to have recourse to 
vulnerary herbs. But for sorrow there is no reoaedy 
provided by nature ; it is often occasioned t^ ac- 
cidents irreparable, and dwells upon ol^ects that 
have lost or changed their existence ; it requires 
what it cannot hope, that the kws of the univetft 
should be repealed ; tb^ the dead should retuio, 
or the past should be recalled. 

ScuTOw is not that regret for n^Ugence or «r* 
For which may animate us to a futioe caie or acU> 
vity, or that repentance of crinses for which, how* 
ever irrevocable, our Creator has prcnuised to ao> 
O^t it as an atonement; the pain which arises fimn 
these causes has very salutwy ^ect% and ie every 
hour extenuating itseU* by the reparation of thcne 
misouriages Uiat produce it Sorrow ii propei^ 
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UuA State c^ the mind in whkh our deiires are fixed 
■pon the put, wiUiout looking forward to the fu- 
ture* an inoeneDt wish tbat something w«e other, 
wite than it hwi been, a tomicnting aad harasdng 
want of some enjoyment or possesnon which we 
have lost, and which no endeavoers can possiUjr 
segain. Into such anguish many have sunk upon ■ 
some sudden diminution of th«r fortune, an im- 
eipccted blast of their reputation, or the loss of 
ehUdren or of friends. Tiwy have sufiEered all st- 
ability of pleasure to be destroyed by a single blow, 
have given up for ever the hopes of subetituting 
any other ol^t in the room of that which they !»• 
ment, resigned their lives to gloom and desponden- 
cy, and worn themselves out in unavailing misery. 

Yet so much is Uiis pasnon the natural conse- 
quence of tenderness and endearment, that, how. 
ever painful and however useless, it is justly re- 
pcoAohful not to feel it <hi some oocoaions ; and so 
widely and oonstantly has it always prevailed, that 
the laws o£ some nations, and the customs of others, 
]uve limited a time for the external appearances of 
^cf caused by the discdution of close alUanoes, and 
tbe breach of domestic union. 

It seems detennioed by the general suffrage of 
mankiiul, that aorrow is to a «rtain point laudable, 
as the offspring of love, or at least parduiable, ai 
tl»e effect of weakness i but tbat it ought not to be 
aufiisied to inorease b^ indulgence but must give 
way, afiec a stated time, to aooal duties, and the 
Qomoaon avocatians of U&^ It is at first unavoid- 
aUe, and thes^m muat be allowed, whether with 
WF without our Gtooue; it may afterwards be ad- 

r:.l.:.cl:, Google 



3M TBE RAUBIKK IBb.4% 

initted as s decmt and affectibotte testincny.' of 
kindness and esteem ; sooietbing will be extoelsd 
by nature, and something may be given to tbe wortd 
But all beyond tbe bunts of passion, or tbe Sanmt 
of solemnity, is not only useless, bat culpable; fx 
tre have no right to sacrifice, to the vain longings bf 
Section, that time which Providence allows us for 
the task of our stati(»). ■ ^ 

Yet it too often happens that sorrow, thtla|/lanL 
fblly entering, gains such a firm possetsiwi-w.'tlK! 
mind, that it is not afterwards to be ejected; -the 
mournful ideas, first violently impressed andiaftss- 
wards willingly received, so much engross the at- 
tention, as to predominate in every tbough^.to 
darken gaiety, and perplex ratiodnotiiHi. An iubi- 
tual Badness seizes vipon the smil, and the fMuUias 
are chained to a single object, which can never >bb 
contemplated but with hopeless ' uneasiness^ ''.:■-...■■» 

From this state erf" dejection it is verydiffiouk-tt) 
rise to cheerfulnefis and alacrity ;<Hnd.idmeftm 
many who have laid down rules of >inteUoeti«il 
health, think preservatives euicv tkaai IrKDiediw, 
and teach us not to trust oMvelves with'/Av^wite 
enjoyments, not to indulge Uie hix«r)ii<o&fl>M|>fl*St 
but to keep our minds always saipcndadtfiiriiltMli 
indifierence, that we may <^8Dge the objMtaf Aout 
US without emotion. .■',.)< 

An exact compliance with this rule.ii)^to,^fMr- 
liaps contribute to tranquility, but sumly it W4Hild 
never produce happiness; He tbtt r^uds'tioOAtfo 
much as to be afraid of losing them, most tiTttiln' 
ever without the gentle pleasurerof sympathy and 
confidence ; be must ^l no melting foDdnesi^ bo 
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waimtih of benevolence, nor any of those honest joys 
.wkiofanatureannexestotbepowerof {>leasing. And 
«a no. man can justly claim more tenderness than he 
pa^ be must forfeit bii share in that ofiidous and 
vatchftil kuidness which love only can dictate, and 
■those lenient endearmmts by which love only can 
Ktften hfe. He may justly be overlooked and ne- 
glected by such as have more wu mth in their heart ; 
for who would be the friend of him, whom, with 
-whatever assiduity he may be courted, and with 
whatever services obliged, fais principles will not 
-suffer to make equal returns, and who, when you 
liave exhausted all the instances of good-will, can 
only be prevailed on not to be an enemy ? 
. An attempt to preserve life in' a state of neutra- 
-lity and indifierence, is unreasonable and vain. If 
try excluding joy we could shut out grief, the scheme 
would dnerve very serious attention ; but since, 
'however we may debar ourselves from happiness 
miiwry wUl find its 'Way at many inlets, and the as- 
iuultA of pain will force oiu- regard, though we may 
wiUihold it horn the invitations of pleasure, we may 
«in<^ endeavour to raise life above the middle point 
<Mr apathy at one' time,' since, it will necessarily sink 
below>ik at another. 

But' though it cannot be reasonable not to gain 
happiness for fear of losing it, yet it must be con- 
fessed, that in proportion to the pleasure .of pos- 
Mssion, will be for some -time our sorrow for the 
' loss ; it is XhneSate the province of the moralist to 
inquire whetbM such pains may not quickly give 
way to mitigation. Some have thought that the 
most certBui way to clear the heart from its embar- 

VOL. IV. X 
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nusmoit is to drag it by force into scenes of mer- 
riment Others iouginev that saxii a tninutiqo is 
' too violent, and recommend rather to sooth it into 
tranquillity, by making it acquainted with miseries 
more dreadful and afflictive, and diverting to the 
calamities of others the regards which we are in- 
clined to fix too closely upon our own misfortunes. 

It may be doubted whether either of those Te~ 
medies will be sufficiently powerful. The efficacy 
of mirth it is not always easy to try, and the induU 
gence of melancholy may be suspected to be one 
of those medicines, which will destroy, if it bap- 
pens not to cure. 

The safe and general antidote against sorrow is 
employment. It is commonly observed, that among 
soldiers and seamen, though there is much kind- 
ness, there is little grief; they see their friend fall 
without any of that lamentation which is indulged 
in security and idleness, because they have no 1^ 
sure to spare from the care of themselves ; and 
whoever shall keep bis thoughts equaUy busy, will 
find bimsdf equally unaffected wUh irretrievable 
losses. 

Time is observed generally to wear out sorrow, 
and its effects might doubtless be accelerated by 
quickening the suocesuon, and enlarging the va- 
riety of objects. 



Leniri pottril Iticliu, tu ijKmt atorari. 
Qui tapiet tibi tempo* erit. gkotidi. 



Til long ere lime can nudgate yonr grief; 
To wifdem fly, ilu qoi^jr b 
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Sorrow is & kind of rust of the soul, which every 
new idea oootributes in its passage to scour away. 
It is the putre&ctton of stagnant li&, and is reme> 
died t^ exerdse and motion. 



No. 48. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 17M. 

JVm at vivere, ted mdere, vita.——UAKi, 

For life is not to live, but to be well.— — BLrHiNiToir. 

Among the innumerable follies, by which we lay 
up in our youth repentance and remorse for the 
succeeding part of our lives, there is scarce uiy 
against which warnings are of less efficacy, than 
the neglect of health. When the springs of mo- 
ticm are yet elastic, when the heart Iwunds with 
vigour, and the eye sparkles wiUi spirit; it is with 
^fficulty that we are taught to oonceive the im- 
bedtity that every hour is twinging upon us, or 
to imagine that the nerves which are now braced 
with so much strength, and the limbs which play 
with so much activity, will lose all their power 
under the gripe of time, relax with numbness, and 
,totter with debility. 

To the arguments which hare been used against 
complaints under the miseries of life, the philoso-* 
phers have, I think, forgot to add the incredulity 
of those to whom we recount our sufibrings. But 
if the puipose of lanuiUation be to exdte pi^, it 
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is aurely^ superfloous £x age and weftkness to. tell 
4^h«r plaintive stories ; for .pity peesupposes sym- 
pathy, and a little Attention vwitl shew them, tbat 
titose who do not feel paifl, seldom think that it is 
&It ; -and :a short recollection will infomi almost 
every man> that he is only repaid the insult which 
tiei has given, since be may remember how often 
be has mocked infirmity, laughed at its cautions, 
Biid censured its impatience. 

The valetudinarian race have made the care of 
health ridiculous by suffering it to prevail over all 
other f»nsiderations, as the miser has tnvught frU' 
gality into contempt, by permitting the love of 
money not to share, but to engross his mind: 
liiey both err alike, by confounding the means 
with the end; they grasp at health only to be well, 
mid at money (Mily to be rich ; and forget that every 
^erfflstrial advantage is chiefly valuable, .as It Air- 
nishesabilitiesfor the exerciaeof virtue. . r 

Health is indeed so neceaaarf to ell ithe 'duties, 
s8 .well as pleasures of life, that the crime of .squan- 
deiong it is eqml to the folly; and hO' that ier a 
short gratification brings > weakness. abd^.cUteases 
Hfiaa himself, and fmv the ideosure ofia.ifew^wsrs 
passed in the tumults of diversion, and claannirs 
of meriiraent, eondemns the maturer and more ex- 
. peiiwraed part of im life<to the chamber and> the 
conchy may be justly reproached, not only ' us a 
.^lendthEift of his own huppineasi but as -a robber 
of the public; as k wretch that has voliuitai^j 
disqualified him 8«If for the buiinetsof bis staldot^ 
vad refused that part ^ioh. Frovidenee 'Assigrl* 
UiaiiiUiegaieral task <tfhumw nature. ■- 
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There aK perhaps very few oonditions more to 
be pitied'tfatn tliat of an active and etevated mind, 
Idxniring under the weight of a disteiBpBrad body. 
The time of tuch a man b always spent in forming 
schemes, whidi a change of wind hinders him from 
oxeenting, his powors fume away in projects and 
in hope, and the day of action never arrives. H-t 
lies down delighted with the thoughts of to-mor- 
row, pleases his ambition with the feme he shall 
acqirire, or his benevolence with the good be shall 
ix>n&r. But in the night the skies are oveEcast, the 
temper of the air is changed, he wakes in Langour, 
impatience, and distraction, and has no longer any 
wish but for ease, nor any attention but to misery. 
It may be said that disease generally b^ns that 
equality whieh death completes; the distinctions 
whidi set one man so much above another are very 
tittle perceived in the gloom of a Mck chamber, 
where it wilt be vain to expect entertunment from 
the ghyi'-'Ar'-instruetion from the wise; where all 
httfinm 'gloryis obliterated, the wit is clouded,- the 
Tea9dn;^'f)»^ldxBd,' and the hero subdued; where 
the MghJaat and brightest of mort^ beings finds 
notbii^'laftl-faim' bwt the oonsdcmsneas of imiat- 
oenca'-' > . ■■•^ ■ ■ 

There is among the fragments of the Greek poets 
« sfaort hymn to Healtb', ui'^nluch her power of 
eiudting the happiness of life, of heightening the 
giftb of- fortune and addthg enjoyment to pos9e»- 
aioa> rs'inculcated with soimuch force and beauty, 
thst'Uo one) wfao had «ver langul^ed -imder the 
diaoomfcvte 'MdiinfiFmitnes df a lingering disease^ 
can read it' wtthont feeling the im^^ dance in 
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hu hear^ and adding from his own experience 
new vigour to the wish, and from his own ima^- 
nation new colours to the picture. The particu- 
lar occasion of this little compoeition is not known, 
but it is prolndile that the author had been sidi^ 
and in the first raptures of returning vigour ad- 
dressed Health in the following manner : 

MiTK rS nutiftl ' " " 

Ti Mitrtftwtt fiitnei' '-■ " - 

EJ yif nt n" a-Avfv x^f ' 'wi"'- '*— ■' 

tantaji^' ^Wi «* wiimf, 

*B if Tif iiX?M Aula iilftiwuf Ti(i|vf , 

TiAiAt nlim, MJti Attftiru x,*^'"" wf* 



SedUh, moil venerable of the pouteri of heaven ! mth Ihte may tftt 
temaininff part "fmy life be passed, nor do thou refuse to bless me teith 
thg retidenee. Jbr vltaMer there is of beauty er «f jJraiiire in tMoM, 

dtteendmtt, or in toeereign a>mmand, the high^tt svmtmit of AwMon 
tifjoymenty or in those objects of desire which ae endeavour to chase into 
the toil* bflove ,* mhatever delight, or tiihatever solace is granted by the 
eeksHaU, to soften our Jistigiies, in thy presence, thou parent of hapfnnest, 
aU_ tkoiajogs iprtad.omt wdjlouriik f in thg presente Uooin* the tffifng 
ef pleasure, mkj vithout thee no man is happy. 



Such is the power of health, that without its co* 
tfp^ation every oUier comfort is torpid and lift» 
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less, as the powers of vegetation without the sun. 
And yet this bliss is commonly thrown away in 
thoughtless negligence, or in foolish experiments 
on our own strength ; we let it perish withcmt re- 
membering its value, or waste it to show how much 
we have to spare ; it is sometimes given up to the 
management of levity and chance, and sometimes 
aold for the applause of jollity and debauchery. 

Health is equally n^lected, and with equal im- 
propriety, by the votaries of business and the fbl- 
lowos of pleasure. Some men ruin the &brie of 
their bodies by incessant revels, and others by in- 
temperate studies ; some batter it by excess, and 
others sap it by inactivity. To the noisy route of 
faux^nalian ri^^ers, it will be to litUe purpose 
that advice is offisred, though it requires no great 
abilities to prove, that he loses pleasure who loses 
health ; their clamours are too load for the whispers 
of cwtion, and they run the cmirse of life with too 
much precipitance to stop at the call of wisdom. 
Nor perhaps will they that are busied in adding 
thousands to thousands, pay much regard to him 
„that shall direct them to hasten more slowly to 
their wishes. Yet since lovers of money are gene- 
rally cool, ddiberate, and thoughtful, they might 
surely consider, that the greater good ought not 
to be sacrificed to the less. Health is certainly 
more valuable than money, because it is by health 
that money is procured; but thousands and mil- 
lions-are of small avail to alleviate the protracted 
.tortures of the. gout,, to repair the broken organs 
of sens^ or resuscitate the powers of digestion. 
Poverty is, indeed, an evil from which we naturally 
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fly ; but let us not run from one enemy to another^ 
nor take shelter in the arms of sickness. 

I ht^ecert atdmrnn ! qaam veUent irthere in alto 
Nutte et puiperiem, et (Amu toUrare labore* .' 

Fw healthfiil indi^Dce in vda they pray, 

Ib quest of wealth who throw their lives away. 

Tliose who lose their health in an irr^ular and 
impetuous pursuit of literary accomplishments are 
yet less to be excused; for they ought to know 
that the body is not forced ' beyond its strength, 
bat vith the loss of more vigour than is propor- 
tionate to the effect produced. Whoever iokes ^ 
life farforehand, l^ depriving himself, of sest and- 
Tfi&eshm«iti must not cmly pay back the bourse 
but pay them back with usury; and for, the 0ai» 
of 8 few 'months but half enjoyed, must. give. upr< 
years to tbe Ustleasnesa of langour^^and .thetiio- 
placahffity (rf* pain. They whose ewieavoiHt. ibn 
mental exeellenoe, will learo, perhaps* t«o -Uib^ 
how much it is oidan^ed by^ diseasas of ;tlK. 
body,' and find that knowlMtge niay e9^'be.:l<>st 
ia the starts of melancholy* the^hts of im{)ani 
ticiw«»andthepeevi8hneB8ofdfiare|Htud«i ^ .■ 
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No. 49. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1750. 

JVbn omtti) mariar, muUaque pan mti 
Vilabit LibitinaTa, tu^M ego po)fera 
''Creicam hade rwww.*— ho*. 

Whole Horace shall not £e ; b» aon^ tiaU me 

The greatest portion firom the greedy grave. ckeich. 

Tl^ first motives of humao actionB are those 
appetites' which Providoice has given to man 
in* oomtDon witb th^ rest of the inhabitants of the 
esRrttb Immediately after our birth, thirst and 
hvngcr indine us to the breast, which we draw 
l^'iustJnct, -like other young creatures, and wh«i 
1M afe-sttisAedi we express our uneasiness by im- 
pOrtiinBte'and incessant cries, till we have obtained- 
a ptec* orposture proper for r^Kwe. 

' The next call lAat rouses us ftwn a state oi in* 
aetlvity, is that of our passions; we quiokly b^^ 
to be sensiMe of hope and ftar, love and faaticd, 
desire and aversion ; these arising from the power 
of comparison and reflection, extend their range 
wider, as our reason strengthens, and our know- 
ledge enlarges. At finst we have no thought of 
pain, but when we actually feel it ; we afterwards 
begin to fear it, yet not before it approaches us 
Tery nearly ; but by degrees we discover it at a 
greater distance, and find it lurking in remote con- 
sequences. Our terror in time improves into 
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caution, and we learn to look round with vigilance 
and solidtude, to stop all the avenues at wtuch 
misery can enter, and to pecfbrm or endare many 
things in themselves toilsome and unpleasiog, be- 
cause we know by reason, or by experience, that 
our labour will be overbalanced 1^ the reward, that 
it will «ther procure some positive good, or avert 
some evil greater tfaan itself. 

But as the soul advances to a fuller exercise of 
its powers, the animal appetites, and the passions 
immediately arising fixim them, are not sufii(»ent 
to find it employment; the wants of nature are 
soon supplied, the feer of their retoro is aaaily fue- 
duded, and something more is neoesiary tD> relieve 
the long intervals of inactivity, and to give bbose 
fiunilties, which cannot tie wht^y quieaeent, nme 
particular direction. For this reason, new ^eum 
and artifidal passiiHis are by degrees produoedi; 
and, from having wishes on^y in oens«[iienw d«f 
Mir wants, we begin to ieti wants in; ctiiuift- 
quence of our wishes-, we persuade ouraelveft' to 
set a value tipon thit^s which sa% of no mse* but 
because we have agreed to value them; tbtn^s 
which can neither satisfy hunger, tmi nuttgate 
pain, nor secure us fi»m any. i«al calamityt •mi 
whidi, therefore, we find of- no «fltecm among 
thoee nations whose artlctt and barbarous .nmati- 
ners fceep them always anxious i&ir the neoess«riefl 
oflifc. 

This is the original of avarice, vanttyv:ambitiim> 
and generally of all those desiies wfaicb arise freta 
the comparison of our ctrndition with thatof otfa^. 
He Uwt thinks himself poor bcoause his ncigllbotir 
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b richer; he that, like Oesar. would rather be the 
firrt nun of ta village, than the second in the cO- 
l^tal of the worid, has apparaitly kindled in bitn* 
aelf desires whieh he never recdved from nature* 
and acts upon principles estaUished only by the 
authority of custom. 

Of those adsdtitious passions, some, as avarice * 
and envy, are universally condemned ; some, as 
fiioidriiip and curiosity, generally praised; but 
there are others about which the sufirages of the 
wise are divided, and of which it is doubted, whcL 
ther they tend most to promote the happiness, or 
increase the miseries of mankind. 

Of this ambiguous and disputable kind is the 
k)Te of &me, a desire of filling the minds of othns 
with admiration, and of being celebrated by gen^ 
r^ions to come with praises which we shall not 
bear. This ardour hag been ccaisidered by some, 
■8 nothing better than splendid madness, as a Same 
kindled by pride, and fanned by Saily ; for what, 
say they, can be more remote from wisdom, than 
todinet all our acticms by the hope of that wbii^ 
is not to exist tiU we ourselves are in the grave ? 
To pfoit aftar that wfaidi can never be possessed, 
and of which the value thus wildly put upon i^ 
arises firom ^his partiouln condition, that, during 
life, it is not to be obtained ? To gun the favour, 
and hear the applauses o£ our contempOFaries, is 
indeed equally desirable with any other prero^ 
^ve of superiority, because fame may be of use to 
mdoth the paths of Hfe, to terrify opposition, and 
ft»t)fy, ■ tranqviUi^ ; but to what end shall we be 
^^riingsof mmkind, when we can no longer 
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recdve any bebefits from their &TOur? It is midn 
reasontUe to witdi for reputaticHi, while'it may yel 
be enjoyed, as Anacreon calls upotl Iris eompenlons 
to give him for present use the wine and gariands 
which tb6y purpose to bestow upon bis tomb. 

The advocates for the love of fame allege in itt. 
vindication, that it is a passitm natural and Untver- 
sal ; a flame lighted by Heaven, and alwftyff'bmmi- 
ing with greatest vigour in the most enlarged and 
elevated minds. That the d^ire of being praised 
hy pbstmty implies a res<dution to deserve tbebr 
pruses, and that the ftdly charged upon h, is only 
a noUe and disinterested generosity, which is not 
UAt, and therefore not understood, by tbose who 
have been always accustomed to refer every thii^ 
to themselves, and whose selfishness has ctMitraeted 
tbar understandings. That the soul of man, formed 
for eternal life, naturally springs fcxward' b^ond 
the limits of corporeal existence* and'n^oioes-' tik 
consider herself as co-operating With fatui«<Ages, 
and as co-extended with endless duration.' ^TfaiKl 
the reproach ui^ed mth so much petidanoe, the 
r^roech of labouring fi>r what cuinat <be>«i^oyedt 
is founded on an opinion which nlay With' 'grsM 
probability be doubted ; for since we suppow tbe 
powers of the soul to be enlarged by its fe{ttra^ 
tioo, why should we ecmclude that its knowtodget 
of sublunary transactions is oontraeted or 'ektin- 
guished. 

Upon an attentive and impartial review of tbe 
argument, it will appear that the love of fane >ia 
to be regulated rather than extinguished; and'tba^ 
men should be taught not to be wfaoUy camriei* 
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about .ttuvr memoty, but to endeavour that tbej 
mvy be ram^ubered diiefly for their virtuA^ since 
no other reputaUon will he able to transmit any 
{ifieasure he^nd the grave. 

It is eTidept th^ fame, ocauidered inerdy as 
the imnorfcaUty of a name, is not less likely to be 
the.nfranlof bad actions than of good; he thera- 
fmre baa no certain primnple for the regulation of 
his oonduct, whose single aim is not to be forgot< 
tea, And history will inform us, that this bliod 
atk^ undistinguishing appetite of renown has al- 
ifcays been uncertain in its effects, and directed by 
acmdent'or opportunity, indifferenUy to the benefit 
or devastation of the world. When Themistoctes 
complained Uiat the trophies of Miltiades hindered 
him. from sleep, he was animated by them to per- 
form the same services in the same cause. But 
Csesar, when he wept at the sight of Alexander's 
picture, bavlpg no honest opportunities of action^ 
Jethia anbitjoq, break out to the ruin of his 
eptfOtry,-' 

<I^ ^Ahfltwfwr?, 4be love of fame is so far. indulged 
by^theiOHtld^ to bmpme iadependent and [uredo- 
n)inBntj.itji9;diingerQus and irregular; but it may 
be'U^HlIyi-esaployed as an inferior and seocmdary 
motivfl, aed'Wili serve «>metimes to revive our ac- 
tivity^ when -we begin.ta languish and lose sight 
oi that iinoxe cntain* moiw vahiable, and more du- 
rable reward, which ought always to be our first 
hope anditOBT last. Butut- must be strongly im- 
pressed' upcwr-auR^niKt^'that virtue is not to be 
pursued, as ' one ( of tihe means to fame, but fame to 
beaoceptedtt the coly recoapence which mortals. 
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can bestow on virtue ; to be accepted with com- 
plaoenee, but not sought with eagerness. Sm^jr 
to be remembeced is np advantage ; it is a privi* 
lege which satire as well as panegyric can oomfa, 
and is not more enjoyed by Titus or Constantine, 
than by Timocreon of Rhodes, of whom we only 
know from his epitaph, " that he bad eaten mwiy a 
meal, drank many a flaggon, and uttoed many a 
reproach." 

The true saUsfaction which is to be drawn from 
the consciousness that we shall share the attention 
of future times, must arise from the hope, that 
with our name, our virtues will be propagated; 
and that those whom we cannot benefit in our 
lives, may receive instruction from our examples, 
and incitement from our renown. 
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No. 50. SATUBDAV, SEPTEMBER 8, 175a 

Credthant hoc grande nefas, et morte piandum, 

SijypniM vatulo box OMMuntterat, atqua 

Barhttto cutcunfuc pter, licet iptt vidertt 

Pbtra domijraga, et majora gtandit acenioi,-^ jut. 

And had not men the hoar; head rew'd. 
And boyt paid ret'naet when a mao appmi'd. 
Both must haye died, thon^ richer aldna they wore. 
And «aw more heap* of acorns in their store.— —c beech. 

I HATE always thought it the business of those 
who turn their speculations upon the living 
irorld, to commend the virtues, as well as to ex- 
pose the faults of their contemporaries, and to 
confute a false as well as to support a just accusa- 
tion; not only because it is peculiarly the busi- 
ness of a monitor to keep bis own reputation un- 
tainted, lest those who can onoe diarge him with 
parUality, should indulge themselves afl«fwards in 
disbelieving him at pleasure ; but because he may 
6nd real crimes suffident to give full employment 
to caution or repmtance, without distracting the 
mind by needless scruples and vain solicitudes. 
There are certain fixed and stated reproaches 
' that one part oi mankind has in all ages thrown 
upon another, which are regubrly transmitted 
through continued successions, and which be that 
has once su£Eered them is certun to use with the 
same undistinguishing v^emence, when he has 
changed his Rtatim, and guned the prescriptive 
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right of inflicting on others what he had <f«rattrjlp^ 
endured himself. 

To these hereditary imputatitwfi, of m^ltAi no 
man sees the justice, till it becoAues his interact to 
see it, very little regard is ta be shewn ; sinite- it 
docs not appear that they are produced by nati*- 
cinatifMi or inquiry, but received implicitly, >or 
caught by a kind of instantaneous oiHttagion* -aud 
supported rather by willingness to c»edUv<:tinn 
ability to prove, them. 

It has been always the pcaetioc of thosevwho 
ate desirous to believe th^nselves made venerable 
by length of time, to censure the new oomees mto 
life, for want of respect to grey hairs and sage ^• 
perimce, for heady confidence in their omt <an- 
derstandings, for ■ hasty conclusions upon ■ partial 
views, for disregard of .counsels, which tli^K f^ 
tbers and grandcirea are ready to afii»d<them',> and 
a rebdlious impttieBce of that subondittUkaitito 
which yoi^h is condemed .by oettuw, .mi neofjumf 
to its security from evils ioto. wihieh ilAvdullbte 
otheiftise precipitated, by the>raduen ttfupfeMtan 
and the blindness of. ignorance. > i 'if> nx lHii|i>'i 

£very old man complains of the igtnwii[^ dspnt- 
vity of the world, of the petuknce landUnstfHule 
of the rising generation. He TeQ9MitS'tiie<deenitBf- 
and regularity of former times, and."oelebHtet<Cbe 
discipline and sobriety of the: age in < which 'Ms 
youth was passed'; a happy lage, wiiichi;-i»)tK»nnM 
more to be expected, ^ceiconfussoniLhta .buafaih 
in upoD the world and thrown idoxioJielbtbebatB*- 
daries of civility and rererenoe. .. ■•'■>. ii. hb rj-zi'M 

It is not sufficiently ransidtred^haia Bnofaohe 
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SMdmeB yAio direa to daim tfae privil^^ of ttom- 
pluning; for as every man has, in his owti opi- 
■nion, a full share of 'the miseries of life, he is in-, 
^ined to conrider all clamorous uneasiness, as a 
|)roof of impatience rather than of affliction, and 
4o ask, What merit has this man to shew, by which 
■he has Acquired a right to repine at the distribu- 
'tions of nature? Or, why does he imagine that 
■exempticHis should be granted him from the gen^^ 
ral condition of man ? We find ourselves excited 
rather to captiousness than pity, and instead of 
Ming in baste to soothe his complaints by syiA^ 
{Mtl^ and tenderness, we inquire, whether the 
pain 'be proportionate to the lamentation ; and 
-whether, supposing the affliction real, it is not the 
YAsct of vice and foUy, rather than calamity. 

' The'querulousness and indignation which is oK- 
ttafved so often to di3%ure the last scene of li^ 
onbainHy leads ub to inquiries like ttwse. For 
VMvetyitiwillibe'thoughtat the first view (^ thingis, 
iAati'ii^'B^ 'be tJiuB contemned and ridieuled, in. 
.^ubedanA neglectedj' the crime must at leart be 
equal on either part. Tfaey.w^ have had i^p(»- 
-lunU&esjttf 'eitaUiihtDg their authority owi minds 
^uotUe-and-'unresiatin^, they who havebeen the 
-pTDtoaloraiDftlHlplesiness, and .the iastructfTra «f 
ignoBBiraei and who •yett r^ain in their on^n'handi 
tbe power of wealth, -and the dig^ty of command) 
Hiust^efeat their, ioilueiiae' by their own misoon- 
duct, and imake use of all t^ese advantages witk 
very, little skill, if they cannot secure to them- 
selves an appearance :o£ respect, and ward off open 
mo^eiy, anddBdond oontempt. 

VOL. IT. Y 
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The general stoiy of mimkihd wffl' vrinoei iAm 
fowful and settled adthority b'TeryMtdbm' Tcinited 
when it U well emptoftd. Gtbsa contafition, or 
evident imbedKty, is tiedessaiy tec ibeHippresnon 
i^thAt revemice with ^hich tii« aJijerity of maw 
kind look upon' their govei^orsi aiml'ion -thoM 
-whom they see -surrounded by spfendeu^alfd'^ibfi' 
tified by pofrer. I<V>r though men u«<timwti'<tty' 
thtir passions into forgetfalness ttf' im^bll*' 4«>-' 
wards and' ptinishments, yet they are easily fcepC 
obedient to those who have temportf domi^^kmUa 
their hands, tUl their venera^n is 'dissipated hf 
Buch wickedness and folly as can nrithertie'-^ 
landed nor concealed. ' ^ ■ 

It may, therefore, very reesonabty'be suApefited 
that the old draw upon themselves the- greatest 
part of those ^insults which they so nmi^"iani^nt; 
and Uiat age'is rirely despised bat -wHen^'it'ls tMHt- 
tebapdMe. If men imagine that eXtitM' oF dtibaH^ 
cberycanbe made reverend hy-tittki'^biriSMm 
ledge is the consequence of fong'tifi^^-litMlni^ailf 
or thoughtlessly empk>yed, tfi&i;'|fr>tiife^'^1^Mt 
will supply the want of steadlhM ttt-HoilHii^^ikif 
H nise much wonder that their *tldpi^^iMt«sJ^ 
pointed, and that they see Iheh- ■p^iU^«)')''Atb^ 
willing to trust their own ey^ in'tlRAi^^tO^MM 
into fife, then enlist them^res' under gtttd^ittM 
have lost their way ? - ' M ^«o.mi 

There are indeed, fnkny-ii'utbs' wbidi-tilie^-MU 
eessarily and certainly teaches, and which -iK^|^ 
by those who have launed them from expenSfwe^ 
be communicated to their successors at attbeajiee 
rate; but dictates, thou^ libaally enouj^ be* 
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Btvme^.^a gCMraUJJ)l;itho^t,efiecW.t|N9 teu^ 
gains -ftmiK^y tea li|r vtBtruetioQ wkidt bh own 
h^avipuc «(»itr«dic(3 ; ^nd young men miss the 
b^^t of Gounie], because they are not very ready 
to. believe tt»it tbpse'who fall below them in prao: 
tifi^ can much excel tbem in theory. Thus the 
{ttC^pesB of knowled^ is retarded, the world is 
k^t long in the same state, and every new race is 
tOigaiA tb# pni^^nce of their predecessors by c^m- 
in^t^ing q|q4 redressing the same miscarriages. 

^Tonffiutis tp the old that influence which th^y 
wm willing to flaim, ajnd which might so much . 
CQOjtr^te to the improvement of the arts of life, 
it is absolutely necessary that they give themselves 
Ui^.to the duties of declining years ; and content- 
edly r^ign to youth its levity, its pleasures, its 
frpUcSf and its fopperies. It is a hopelesa endea- 
VQiiv to unite the contrarieties of spring and win- 
tei:; it; is unjust to claim the privileges of age. 
aod^tain the playthings of childhood. The young 
alwf^8L%n^[°agn)fi^Dt ideas of the wisdom and 
^9iY^y 9^ noen, whom they consider as placed at 
Id .^sti^>p^J^o^^ them in the ranks of j^xistenc^ 
ai)^ ABtivaUy-lpok on those whom th^y find tri- 
^ng with l(M>g beards, :With, contempt and indig- 
na^oi^, lil^j^hat which wpmen feel at the efiemi- 
n&O^^. Qi^ii- , If dotards will contend with boys 
in those performances in which hoys must always 
eJtpelJt^m; if.they will dress crippled hmbs in 
evalus^^cy, , endeavour at guety with faultering 
vQiic^' ^d darken assemblies of pleasure with the 
gh^Uinesa of disetue, they may well expect those 
who find their diversions obstructed will hoot them 
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awi^ ; and that if they descend to competition with 
youth, they must bear the insolence of successM 

nvals. 

Ziusuli talit, tduli vtHt atgue bibiiti : 
Teiapia abire tibi ett. 

You've had your dute of mirth, of mnt aBd-ttrink; 

'TU time to quit the scene — 'tis time to thiDk.— klfhinitdh. 

Another vice of age, by which the rising gene- 
ratipn may be alienated from it, is severity and 
censoriousness, that gives no allowance to the fil- 
ings of early life, that expects artfulness fromcbild- 
hood, and constancy from- youth, that is. peremp- 
tory in every command, and inexorable to every, 
.failure. There are many who live . merely to hin- 
der happiness, and whose descendants can only tell 
of long life, that it produces suspidQO* maligmty, 
peevishness, and persecution; aiv3 yet eveilitheise 
tyrants (^ talk of the ingratitude of- ^e f^e. 
curse their, heirs for impatience,, and worid«l tlttit 
young men cannot take pleasure in then ifathfit's 
company. ., ., ,..,. ., ; c r ' V 

H^ that wotdd pass the latter pact iflf lifb -w'illi 
hoAour ,and decency, must, wbc^.^be Is young, 
consider that be shall one day be old; andifeinem- 
ber, when he is old, that he has once been jousg. 
In youth, he must lay up knowledge for tUs !$up- 
pcHt, when his powers of acting shall forwkiS ^im ; 
and in age forbear to animadvert .wdtb t3g9UrLW 
faults which experience c^y can fKMTectk ; r , i ^ 
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No. 51. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER, 11, 1750. 

■ S tuttut Ubor est ineptiarum.^—ilA^T. 
How foolish b the toil of trifling cares ! blpiun8toh. 

To the. RAMBLER. 

so. 
As 3^a liave allowed a place in jour paper to 
Buphelia's letters ft<oin the country, and appear 
to think no form of human life unworthy of your, 
attention, I have resolved, afler many* struggles 
with idleii«8S and diffidence, to give you some ac- 
count dF my eateitainment in this sober season 
of universal retreat, and to describe to you the 
emrploymeirts of those who look with contempt on 
the Measures nrtd diversions of polite life, and em- 
ploy aH their-p»w«fi of censure and invective upon 
the s^Iesffiiebs}' vanity, and fblly of dress, visits, 
aAd'cbnrve^datibn; ' ' 

When a tiresome and vexatious journey of four 
'dftys BiJii'tbrda^t^ie to the house, where invita- 
tion, 'r^uMly 'sent for seven years together, had 
flf^astiihducefi'Bie to pass the summer, I was sur- 
prised, aiVer the civilities of my first reception, to 
^nd, Instead of the leisure and tranquillity, which 
a't^ai-ltfe itway6,promise^ and if well conducted, 
iMi^t.always' aiftnd, 'B conftised wildness of care, 
and a tunjftltiious 'hurry ef diligence, by which 
every face was clouded, and every motion agitated. 
The old lady, who was myfatber's relation, was^ 
indeed, very full of the tu^piiiess which she 
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receive^ from my visit,' and according to the' tbrms ' 
of obsolete breeding, insisted thai 1 should recooj- ' 
pense the Ibng delay of Iny company with a pro* 
mise not to leave her till winter. But, amidst ailT ' 
her kindness and caresses, slie very freqaently ' 
turned her head aside, and whispered, with ah^ous ^ 
earnestness, some order to her daughters, which'' 
never failed to send them out with uripeK^e- ' 
precipitation. Sometimes her impatience Would 
Dot suffer her to stay behind ; she begged my pi^-"' 
don, ^e must leave me for a moment; she wenfj''" 
and returned uid sat down again, biit ' was agtiiti' ' 
disturbed by some new care, dismissed he^ daugl^- 
ters with the same trepidation, and followed tbeiln 
with the same countenance of business mid sdi- 
citude. 

However I was alarmed at this show 6f et^SF-/ 
niess arid disturbance, and however my CiitibsltJ^ 
vras exated by such busy preparations as^a^utsdiy'; 
promised some great event, I was j^et tOo'nJuBff'';^' 
stranger to gratify myself with inquirtei'i^'b^ftm.. 
ing none of the family in mourning, I pl^tiji^ffijr'.^ 
telf with imagining that I should tattibr^^ lt4iM^ 
ding than a funeral. '..■■i-.ufi',i(i 

', At last we sat down to supper, wheti Ivas'fri'' 
formed that one of the yoiing ladles, iffter vr&dtii^ 
I thought myself obl^ed to inquire, was linfler ^ 
necessity of attending some af&ir that ctnild iiot 
be neglected. Soon aftenrat^ my relation began bf^ 
talk of the regularity oF^^r fomify, and the inom- 
venience of London hours ; and ' at test let m(f' 
know that they bad proposed that night to go td* 
J they were to 
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dse eufy in.tke qaomi^g, to make dieeaecakes. 
This hiiit,aent.[Be to nty chamber, to which I wu 
aiNKHopaiued by all the ladies, who bemed me to 
excuse fiotne large sieves of Jeaves and fiowere that 
«avci»d two-thlcda erf" the floor, {or they intended 
4a di^il them when they were dry, and they had 
no o^»r roan that so conveniently received the 

. The nent of the plants hindered me from rei^ 
and tbjorefive 1 rose early in the morning with a 
icsolation, to explore my new habitation. I stole 
unperoeiyed .by my busy cousins into the garden^ 
vrhi^. I found nothing either mwe great or ele- 
git;, .tbw in the same number of a(»«s. cultivated 
£». tbe inai^et. Of the gardener X soon learned 
Uiat his lady was the greatest manager in that part 
of.Xhfe, opuQtiy, ^nd that I was oome bitber at tbt 
titne in i^bioh I might leam to m&ke more pickles 
and ppf^rve^ than could be seen at .any oUw{ 
hpufe.a.biuidfed miles round. 
. . -J^fjKf^fifA lorig before her ladysbip gav^ me su& 
fi4^*f,(>|^l<ft¥ni^ of knowing her character, for 
el^^^as too! touch pleased with her own apooDo-' 
plisbments to conceal them* and took occasion, from 
8Qne,ssce^meftt|i which she set next day upon the 
tablev>to .discourse for two long hours upw robs and 
geUias V laid down the best m^tbods c^ coi^rvip^ 
CQSf^ing^ and poeserving all sorts of fruit; told us 
ifUh grsat, emtempf of tbe Ixindi:^ lady in the 
neighbDOKbond, by whooi these terms were very 
ofb^ ^foiwded ; and hint^ bow much she should 
W BAtwneA I9 Mk before company} at ba* own 
boused jgwi^tcpeats pf so dark a colour as she had 
often seeo at mistress Sprigbtly's. 
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^-^it ic^ tndeM; fh^-'great btCBinessofrbsDiife, f« 
vraiKh the tk\)ht on the'tire, to^saeitifflmoier with 
tile duj^ degree of heat, end to^ shat«h itnoff tit tke 
Awnent' of projection ; and the-eatpUtymeiiiaiito 
Which fih0 had bred her dav^liters^sreitoitUR) rose- 
leaves in the ^ade, to pick out the eeedsirf fiui*. 
rants with a qaill, to gather frutt wttbont ibvoiaag 
it, and to extract bean-ftower water fiw tbe'nWiB 
Sod) ape the tasks with wtidi every day, (ante I 
came hither, has begun nnd ended, to 'wbidi tbi 
«(u]y hours of life ere sacrificed, and m wrhtah that 
tin^ U passing away which never shalt reCtmit ■■•■'' 

Bat to reason or expostulate ave tiopdess o^ 
tempts. The lady has settled heii ^^inons, ,aa& 
maintains the dignity of her 'own per&rmanocB 
with «i\ the finrniess of stupidity aavBtomed to be 
flatto-ed. ' Her daughters having neiwri'jaeniiany 
house but their own, beKeve their mother's exeBl-< 
tence on her ownword. Her hsfifaand is a^inme 
sportsman, who is pleased to eee his t^ile twll^ifuM 
nished, and tliinks the day sulRtiimti^ swnsasfiilj 
in which' 1i6 brings home a leaihi'sf^bKreKtoidib 
potted by Ws wife.- ■ ■ ■ . - ■ 'o ■>■ -..i '. >A-n 

After a few days I pretended to wanthnkstiludi 
Tof liidy soon totdme that none (^heritreokciroAId 
suit my t«ste ; for her part she ne»ep'!ov8d:tO)Seei 
young women give thdh- minds 'to such ifbHus; fefi 
which they'wouid only ^eam to use hdrdiwa«d>;i 
she br6d up her daughters to undeiAandia hous^' 
an^ whoever should marry them, If they iknew any 
thing of ^ood cookeJyi would niever i«part it..- 

There are, however, some things in tiM«uliiiary 
sciences too snUime for youthful intdlectSt myato* 
ries into which they must not be initiated till the 
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years of^sariouf mntunty, and whkfa are inferred 
to th^Att^ ef^ranmag^f as tbO' supnme -quslifica- 
tkoi ibr;ooDnubiiiI lif& ^le nakes an. ocmgespud- 
dingt'.^iidi is , the «nty of all tbe n«i^ibQuxbe0d» 
aadinbwli'die has hitlt«<tD found meana of mixing 
and baUn^i wiUi^ mxh secrecy, that the ingredwnt 
tf^mdn^ ittowea ita flavour has nevw bem ih- 
ovwrecb' £h&, indeed, conducts thia great afl&ir 
Ipitfa^idl tbft cautiwi that human polify' can suggeit 
Id IE ncvw known he&re-hand when thU^ pudding 
sioU be iproduced ; she takes tbe ingrodients pri- 
i^telyi>uttolier otm dosety- employs hev maids and 
daughters in different puts of tbe houses arder» 
ttie>ov«nio be heated few a pie, and places the pud*' 
&ig in'-ifc- with her own hands, the mouth of the 
even is then stopped, and all inquiries are vain. 

Tbe lODiDftention oi the pudding she has, hoNr.' 
eveci protnlsed' Gleiitida, that if she j^eosw^her m 
nHniage^ flhe AaU be told wjUiQut reeove. But: 
thatattKif mytiBg Ein^ish capas she has not yat 
{autandfid^ bentlf^to^isetkver, but seems reaaUod 
dAt 'SooMt shallr {mish with her» ai somff.alcfay* 
mists have obstinately suppressed the art of •tsaiw-. 
mutii^nnttabi-'. '." -:''"''. .1. 

- il Doeai.voituttdiAo lay toiy fiogevs on hot hof)t. 
a£'^rei£iptB(>>:TKhi^.sbeleft: upon the tables b«.Ting 
inlelKstkee'' that .a veaid -of gooaebeiry wine h84 
baisab«h«)-h»o^ But ^tAough the unportanoeof 
thet«ifaifc(Btiffi<tentIy rengroMcd'har oare, to pre- 
vent ia»y-.reaaUetition «f tWdsnger- to wlueh Jm 
secrets fwcrai^apostdk iJwair ^ot aUe to make use 
oitiAii golden mQiiieiit8;.'for this treasure of here* 
^teiy>kB0«rfedge!«8B .so well concealed by the 
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nofi'ipeUiiigiiMd !afhtf,ifpmii»»>im„iMK: 

uBdnstandibiudknt tlMs,o|ipai«ui)i>y>i>l'<»|iNil(^: 

iiiiwbiab>kt>an«Keii n0tnsnbiu»9i.ii •< . -> it>r«ofn-Ki 
Ui«,.ii>de«d IKcesnry, -ifl I^Jhw JWIi:l'4gfH^rit8f 

taiOBaeiof.tlwaeeeoak»M«l M«ii|]plub9lQlrtll-l»IWff 
loKcriwiM'jberi.two days ago^wmmagim d^jjgb'd 
In^ by>iBy,moiiniAil euaple, >49Uoat<qe||lig0iM&f 
ofipsitiy* '«a4 ignonBoe in suryingt (foii r^ou.tnini^, 
saidabcv, thiUr with ail lier.' pratetttiflnB .tv* iMwiiWt 
kdg««. ^1 (urotd the ,pu|tddg« the.wffing'-SKljr 
vim the attempted to^eut it; aod* liieUcawELfla air ^ i^ 
kaova 1he~idi£Sfteae» ^betv/enn paste, vaiiedir- And- 
paste joftdiib.:' . ^j i. .. . ^ ■ 7<:tt ^-fw? 

- The isaioD, Mi JEUmblef, vkjii kmp UHiinifi: 
Bntle't dbanKtM^xfawyoib «. a,deaii»,4P(ih^Av- 
^med-nbalheii in JHiU)Ei.«piai«ii,ijt.;iaii«HAji«fe. 
inilatisii), tui^lmbet J: sbaU rthnirn«va)hiitt*> 
liiwliatvluali.Ii iwne l)i«bnta thngkbiill M|Uh)tjM 
tttieadtftti\/' tkeiaiji^ ohxefopelndBllMjaBtiqabtaf 
sttnaQtnysdi ot^jtlM mut emM]A*di!>Miien4itt| 
curiosity atler right and wrongitfi»;liw«fca fiy a Wl i 
iagi daaaanxBumthoHtihinting ^hmiwdtMbfl^ 
scgndogi thai whiteiHaSjDf pialtladfSMihwMMt liooi o> 

.JUd^ Jtntle >haa> iadeadci bjt^iaiit«aa»tbir^yte 
cation, tosfitiits.. and iammt timUt^fiiAli mJ im U 
intoia.iKmsw. apawitaiitiiMliiiegMifftaeiSMi aNWI 
petplexitiaa .HidL wlHl>iOlh«i9lliM«4M» rtiMnAiJv 
Shehu nocnaioHt]! a&a>'*lie"«i!a»Morfi*IWar>iloai 
tile fiite of iKXoei iu diatresa ; aha can hear, witli- 
out the least emotion, tile ravage of afire, or de> 
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vutatitHiB of a storm ; her neighbours grow rich at 
poor, come ipto ttieivorld w go out of it, wkbout 
regard, wtKle she Is prating the gdly-bag, or av- 
ing the stof^room ; but I cannot peroeive that she 
it more free from dhquiiotB than those whose under, 
-standtngrtake a wider'range. Her marigoMi, when 
th^ ate itoost cured, are often soatteittd by the 
wind, atiAthe nttn sometifaes Mli upon frutt, when 
it Aught to be gathered dry. While her ortiaoial 
wines are fermenting, her whole life is restieBsnes* 
and anxiety. Her sweetmeats are not always bright 
and tb)» maid sometimes forgets the just proportion* 
of salt and pepper, when venison W to be baked. 
Her cons^rvw mould, her wines sour, andvpicMtfT- 
ttOfeher;'Bnd« Iftedl^ie rest of mankind, she is 
every day mortified with the defeat of ho: scbemes)- 
and'tbe disappmntnmtt of berhi^wt. 

WMi regaid to vice and virtue she aeeiM*4fnd 
of neutral^ being, -^e.^as no etimfr bm liixuiTv 
nor anj^Vbtiite-hitt chastity; dw has «io deaffe<lw 
iMKpniMd bbtibrber eilokcrjr; nor wiiOiet any ill 
tbitif|tM»t«{)BMttkBtid, bnttfastwbeAevertbey«»i 
^^ftuftfteimii thate'cuftaidii awy bewb^osbr nxi 

'iKitmo^iVwy Uii|talie*t 4o knovr wfaetber I a«& 
to look otfitiiaie Mii» as' (^ gveitt pctieras of' ow 
KK^tiidlCW ennridoi^ catm^wet-uad picUes as t^ 
btMtaMPAf'ay'UfevwtiMbeit the omwrea which 

1<1MW MAr^ jttMv «dd»iAtether the brewets of 
wlndi;? < Md ^)fe 4)ttfflett «f ' tf iuhes, ■ have a right to 
le^-wMi idiolnMM MFlfate ««aakoin ef - 

.'"V ,Ti:,...i .u.) ,.■,■ 

■ ■■ '■■•.::■. . i CCAHEUA. .,, 
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'- i^ QiiiHii,flnfi TheietBi tieroi ■ ■ - ./ J-1» 

Sola liffi eti, limilet aliorum reipiee canu, ^ . *, ;(X 

3Iiiiu3 iitajerei. orin. 

Hov eft in Tuin the SOD (rf"rhe8euB said, 
The Btonny sorrows be wifli patience Md ; 
Mw we thy^ ftrtsnes to be mpt ibme ; 
, . ITsigli oHurs' irom> ukI Iain».to btar tt^ oifft.— *r«Aa'coxT-' ■ 

Amdmo the VBriou» methods of oensolatfoni -Ifl 
which the miseries inseparaMe fiom.'. our present 
state have given ocOadon, it has been^ I have al- 
ready remarked, recommended by some writers 
to put t4e sufferer in 'mind of heavier pr&uMres, 
and more €xeradating cHlam^es/ifb^^rttlcae. tif 
■wkaxki be has Unisdf resison to (MMplate. ' ur- - -v- •\ 
Tbn 'has, in' all ages, been dbveted* andiipflifli 
tteed} and) 'in confbrality tottris'Custttib/'^ipribiV 
dwgrearf modnn mastM- of the etoie'iiMltisophl^ 
has, in his celelnated treatise aa 9teadmas <qf fMnii 
endebvoured to Anilfy the breast^ ^lalnM'tto iwiuh 
sensibUity of misfortune, by enomeMtlng^tliei e^ite 
which hev« in' former age* ftUen' upon 4li>h>tt»urtd, 
the devastation of- wid*jext«nded region% Ibe iMfa' 
of dties, and maBaaore «f vatiMu." '^nfl^ dNF 
conmon veice of tbeMOniltiladei'^ nAtnstnWMd ^ 
precept, and unprejudiced by authorilyt^ ifrM^bfitf 
questions tbat relate to tlie iwart of maH,' i^ ih thy 
c^ion/ more decinve than the leatnin^ otf Ut^ 
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sias, seems to justify tbe efficacy of this pnKsdiire ; 
for one of tbe first comforts wbi^ one ndghbour 
administers to another, is a relation of the ^e in- 
felicity, combined witb circumstances of greater 
bi Internees. 

But tJiis.noedicine of the mind is like many re- 
medies applied to tbe body, -of whiefaf though we 
see the effects,- we are unacquainted with the man- 
ner of operation, and of which, therefore, some* 
who are unwilling to suppose any thing out of the 
reach of their own sagacity, have been inclined to 
doubt whether they have really those' vutoes for 
wfaieb they are celebrated, and whether tfaeir re- 
putation is not the mere ^ft of foncy, prejudice, 
fiid cveduUty. 

Consolationi or comfort, are words which, in 
tbeir proper aoetptatlon, Mgaify some alleviation 
oftbt^ pain f» whicb it is not in oar -pbwtr to 
^ford the,.|nii^wr-attd adequate macdy; titiey im* 
ply rather n^ r w igi non tatitwi cf ttte powar -of iKa«M 
ini^ ttHwft; at«4fKUMBtion4f the burtbM. A priioner 
i8fre%^i^>biBi4bat sets him at iibcrt^,l>iit i&i 
cores <Q0il^Kt(ii8m>auah e« Mi^eafei^ocdiiidsnitionft 
by -which-. h»vift«-maito 'pafiaat vnder theiBosiiye- 
BieiiiAe^ftQHiAMfiaeAt^, To that grief wbkhanMs 
fivHa^^efttfl(w,'>be«nly bnngs tbe true' remedjt. 
wb«- wakes M»iHflnd'<8 dondilian the same as b&. 
for».4 but JbeiQ^ tbepsoporiy termed aooaafevtBiv' 
who l^tlMi^uiNidD a£t«Buati»'the<pain<of pororty, 
and tlww»i^i;b« stjrAeitifiHeuodi fbab Mhalfas dbom 
than ttlflwM9«"> '' ■■'* ►■ ' 
. It is perhaps, 'Hot, iMaa«dtal;dy obvicns, bow it 
can luU tbe<iiMaK>^>of<«islbrtuiM^ or a^waae tbe 
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tinDbbmgvof angnitb, to hear tli«bKdlKn«»tni«B 
miMrabie ; lAhen, perhaps,, tinknami «v whaUy w- 
dMfoedt, '< whose pmperily nian no leoayt miA 
itiaoae fall can gratify no nntntincal. .Soamt^ 
pics of comfort arising, like that wtudi gfmthvpa 
and spirit to the captiTenf Sttcntria, ftona thflper- 
pctuid Ticiasibide* of life; and nutabilityiiofihwwai 
a^ra. aaf ai properly miie- the 'dQccted a8>^ 
pKsi the proud, and have :«n immediate tmdcn^ 
to exhilvate and revive. But how can. it avail tbs 
nuui who kn^iishes in the gloom of aorrow; witbt 
out -pBMpect of emai^iiig. into th». aimtbiiis d 
okeeriUness, to hear tbak otfaere<ilie sunk- yiefe 
^epw io tiie dungeon ctf : misoy, shaddedrmth 
beavitt dwiiu* and surrounded with dark«r despe- 
nkicn? 

The sotaoe arising from this consideeation seema 
indeed the weakest of aU othen, «id i» perhaps 
never ftixpedf applied, r but in .casee whces tkenst 
is oD ploae for mflectioas ot moseispcndy and 
jdeasiDg effioasjii. But «v«n &«» aueh> oalatnitiea 
1^ is by no means flse'; a thoosuid iih inoaraUei 
a tbomand lossea irreparaUe^ a thousand diffieuL 
ties 'iBsurmauBtaUe sie ksmwiv <v>'vraU'be luiavn» 
by^-ail tbe sons of men. Native de&wmitjr.oanQQt 
be reolified, a dead fticnd carniot return, and tbe 
hours of youth trifled away in>^y, or IcwtiBaiidb 
ness» cannot be restored^ > <- 

, Under tbe oppKasieirof- aicfa melancb(dyr it hae 
lieen found useful to take a-survcyof the world, to' 
contemplate the various scenes of (fistMSs in which 
mankind are «tfu^;ling round ns, and acquaint 
outsdves with tbe terr^iles inf«.Ainnfe> tbe vui- 
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MB ilapei.'of > owEVy, wUefa nuke Imtoo of ta- 
iCBtrial tMppioes^ nuige aU corners almoit wicb> 
4Ht raftanunt, train{de down our bopee at A»bour 
of harvest, ami, when we have built ourschefaet 
toithe tapi raaf their fowrfatioas. 

. 'rhsfiirt«fi'eet of this meditation is, that it fan. 
iriAaa a new enploybient fix the mind, and en- 
gines' the pssaioiw on remoter object^'; as kings 
ft^Tessonetimes freed themsetTcs from a sal^ect 
too huighty'to be governed and too peiimiui to 
be oushcdi by posting him in a distant ^nmiace, 
tUi his popalarity has subsided, or hispride heeaa 
j e g ncma di Tbeattoition is dissip^sd by vniety, 
ahid acts more weakly upon any sii^le part, as that 
terzeoft nwy be drawn off to different -channels 
which, pouring down in one collected body, can- 
not Ik resisted. This species of comfort is^ there* 
hve, HnavailMg in sereK parcKyraia of corporal 
paia, when the mind is every instant <alkd .iiadc 
to misery, and in the fint shock of any sudden 
•vil i but wJU^ocBlainly bt of me agfHost enonnd^ 
ing^.ttdaceboly, lud- a< aei^ed bahit of .glaoiHjr 

thouglms.: 

lt-isfiulb«p.advant^cou% as it st^jfilits us witk 
oppaituaitiea>o£ making comparisoua m our own 
fiiVotMr. We Imaw that vny Jifctlja.of the^n^ or 
{^eaaute, -wliioh. dees not begio end -end in our 
senses, is otherwise than rtiative;. v£ ittre-ncb or 
poor, graat or little, - in. prc^isNticu to the number 
that^suiel jHt jorffall'ibBoeAtb ms, in arty -of these 
respests; aad tketiefoK, :«• toaDi whose uneasiness 
arises ii«oi^fe6«DtiQn onan^iausfortune that thmws 
him beiow those with whom he was ouce equals 
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is comforted hy finding tb«t be. is net , yet thr 
lowest ... 

There is another kind of compsrison, less t^id^ 
ing towards the vice of envy^ very well.illustrate^ 
by an old poet, whose system will pot ,9l£>i4 
many reasoBsble motives to content. ' It.is,'. aays 
he, ' pleasing to look from shore up«i the tii^^ 
< of a storm, and to see a ship stru^ling witbjt^ 

* billows ; it is pleasing, not because the paii^^ 
■ another can give us delight, but because yre^ ha:|e 

* a stronger impression of the happipess of safetjf/ 
Thus, when we look abroad, and behold the w^l- 
dtudes that are groaning under evils heavier .t|fi^ 
those which we have experienced, we shrink ,ha^ 
to our own state, and. instead of repinit^ timtf^ 
much must be felt, learn to rejoice that wp hfy^ 
not more to feel. v, , ..,,., >, 

By this observation of the n^it(^E^,^9f f^^j^ 
fortitude is strengthened, and the ipindjb^^^^ 
to a niore extensi^ knowledge x}f hec^gq^ji^^fgggL 
As the heroes of action catch the flame from one 
uiotber, so they to whom Providence has allotted 
the harder task of suffering with calmness and dig- 
nity, may animate themselves by the remembrance 
of those evils which have been laid on others, per- 
haps naturally as weak as themselves, and bear up 
with vigour and resolution against their own op. 
pressions, when they see it possible that more se» 
vere afflictions may be bcmie. 

There is still another reason why, to many 
minds, the relation of other men's infelidty may 
give a laating and omtinual relief. Some, not well 
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instructed in the measures by which Providence 
distobutet hippiness, we pwha^ misled by di. 
▼ines, who, as BeUsnnine makes tempMvl prospe- 
rity one of the duuraoters of tfae true church, have 
represented wealth and ease as the certain con. 
ooroitants of Tirtue. and the unfailing result of the 
^vine approbation. Sudi sufierns are dejected 
id their mitfbrtunes, not so much fat what tbey 
ftd, as for what they dread; not because they 
enmot support the sorrows, or endure the wants, 
of their present conditi<ni» but beeauae they con- 
tido: them as only tihe beginningi of more sharp 
tod more lasting pains. To theae mourners it ia 
■a act (^ the highest charity to r^reaent th£ ca- 
hftiiti<s iriiieh not only virtue has suffered, but 
virtue has incurred ; to inform them that one eri- 
dmce of a liiturc states is the uncertainty of any 
present reward for goodness ; and to remind them, 
from dw highest authority, of^^e distresses and 
pCDOiyof men qftokom tie aorid mu not worthy. 
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*lt?l» tSi ii]iiiir»i." . '—BiB16»AK.TKT. .'• 
Hoaband thy posBeuions. 

Thbeg is scarcely among the evils of boroaa- life 
any so generally dreadel as poverty. -Evevy 
other species of misery, those, who are notnunh 
accustomed to disturb the present moment wUh 
reflection, can easily forget, because it-is not al- 
ways forced upon their. regard: but<it.is impoA> 
sible to pass a day or an hour In the confluxes <of 
men, without seeing how much indigence, is ex- 
posed to contumely, neglect, and insult; aBd,>iB 
its lowest state, to hunger and nakedness; to in- 
juries against which every passi<»i is in anns^ and 
to wants which nature. cannot sustain. ... 

Against other evils the heart is often hardened 
by true or by false notions ofdi^ity and reputation;, 
thus we see dangers of every kind faced with witf^ 
ingness, because bravery in a good or ,bad cause 
is never without its encomiasts and admir^. But 
in the prospect of poverty, there i» nothing bHk 
gloom and melancholy ; the mind and body euffiw 
tc^ether; its miseries bring no alleviaU(HV ; it 14 
a state in which every virtue is obscured, and ift 
which no conduct can avoid reproach: a state- in 
which cheerfulness is insensibility, and d^eetiofik 
suUenness, of which the hardships are without iton 
nour, and the labours without reward. ' '^.^l 

Of these calamities there seems not to be lyaniri 
ing a general convictum ; we hear on every Hct« 
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the n<nse of trade, and see the streets tbrorfged 
with nucnberless multitudes, vrhose faces are 
clouded with anxiety, and whose steps are hurried 
by predpitation, irom no other motive than the 
hopeofgaio; and the whole world it put in mo> 
tion, by the desire of that wealth, which is chiefly 
to be valued as it secures us from poverty ; for it 
Is more useful for defence than acquisition, and is 
not BO much able to procure good as to exclude 
eviK 

' Yet there are always some whose passions or 
follies lead them to a conduct opposite to the ge< 
Deral maxiiii^ and practice of mankind ; some who 
seem to rush upon poverty with the same eager-^ 
ness with which osiers avoid it, who see their re- 
venues hourly le^ened, and the estates which they 
Inherit from their ancestors mouldering away, witl^ 
out resolution to change their course of life; who 
povevere agiainst all remonstrances, and go for- 
ward with full career, though they see before them 
tlie piiecipiee of destruction. 

>It is not my purpose iu this paper, to expostu- 
late with Such ab ruin their fortunes by expensive 
schemes of buildings and gardens. Which they cari^; 
On with the same vanity that prompted them to* 
begin, diuAhig, as it happens in a thousand other, 
ctues, the remote evil - before the. lighter, and de- 
Itbrring the shame of repentance till they incur the 
niserits- of distress: Those for whom I intend my 
prtaent adthonitidss, tire the thoughtless, the neg- 
ligent, and the* dissolute ; who having, by the vi- 
cioustiesa of their own inclinations, or the seduce- 
ments of alluring companions, been engaged in 
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habits of expeftce, sad accustomed to man In • 
certain round of pleuures disproportioned to dkir' 
oondidoQ, are without power to «xtticate tfaem- 
adves from tbe enchantments of custom, avt^d 
thought because they know it frHi be painftil,' and 
continue ftom day to day, and from mrotb ta^ 
tnohth, to anticipate their revenues, and riiik 'tteif 
bouf deeper into the gulfi of usury and '^tortioA:'^ 

Tbi& folly has less daim to pity, because it cttfa^- 
not he imputed to the vehemence of sudden 'pi^* 
sion; nor can the miiiebief which it produtes'he'' 
extenuated as the eff^ trf any single act, *tticK' 
fsge, wdesii«, might execute before there odnid' 
be time for an appeid to reason. Tbese inen toe 
advancing towards misery by soft approachea, *ni 
destroying thMiselves, not by Uie violence ofi'a 
Mow, whioht when once given, can never be re^ 
ttdled, but by n dim pmson, hourly repeated, a^d 
obstinately oontintfed, . . . ,. ^ ., 

This conduct ii so absunl whtH if iV'HbutunMi 
by the unprejudiced eye Dfr8tio(na}tidgtil«tit,^'\Wt' 
iH>thing liut expoience coatd'eVhlce=Mi ptiiUilkll^»<' 
yet, absunl as it 48, the sudden' 1%fl d^ifiaitf mA^^ 
lies, and tbeaudden tW of others, pnyv^'it^MW: 
eommcAi ; and every ' yctf tiees nauiy^vitiS^Tfh' 
diTCed to OMitempt and vnuft, by' %fa(Sr ^ff^i<saf ^ 
crifices to pleaaftre «nd vanity: ' ■■' y'"<iqi-.i.r.« 

It is the ftte of tttmost'erery {nis^oi^'Ht^ied'il' 
has passed tlie bounds Whidh' natnfc^^eAcfdietf.^'^ 
counteract its own pUrpbse: '-Tod^'ttiUcH fAg*fJ|ifa* 
ders the warrior from rart^^spetftiti!,'^^ ndM^' 
eagerness of profit harts the credit^ faf ^<>' HeO^' 
too much ardour takes away frdioi ihe^lo'^'ttlCi 
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ei|aipe«8 of iiddn» with whidt ladies are delighted. 
Tbiu C4;tiav«gvicek thpugb dictated by Tanity, and 
ioc^t^d by TQli^tuoiuness, a«ldpm procures uiti* 
iWtfdy eitbn appJauBO or plnsure. . 

If pniw be iuatly estimated by the cbaracter q( 
tboae firom whom it i« received, littJe qatlBfaction 
wiU be fives to tjie apwdtbrift by the eofxiiniuma 
wbt^ he purcAiaiet. Fot wbo are tbey tbat ani- 
PMte turn in. bis punuiti, but youqg men tbougbt- 
IcM ai)d atMadooed tike himwlf. unaequainted with 
■UoQ.whioh the wisdoin ot natiopa has impreHed 
the stamp of exodtow^ and devoid alike of fcnowt 
ledge U)d of virtus ? By whom is bis profuMon 
pnised* bat hy- wretches who consider bim as sub- 
aerviod, Ao their purpo^et. Sirens that »tlce bim to 
^upwreck, and CylofM tbat are gaping to devour 
fain? 

Kvery nun, wbtne knowledge, or wJkw virtu*, 
can give value to bis o^niui, laoks with «Kvn* of 
pitft neither of wbidi can «Kird iquch gratifies* 
tian «o;pvide, on faim wbom this paoden of luJUiry 
have^diftwcL i«t« the oirde of tb«b^ influeBoe*and 
whom he-Aeea,paraell^ out among the different 
mjniftes of .^lly, and about to be toni to pieoea 
by taUcara nnd jookiea, vintnn* and attomiea. wbo 
at once rob and ridicule bin^ and who are secretly 
trinm^ing over hU wfakneia^ when tbey prswot 
new inatementa to bis appetite, aiod heighten hJB 
deairea Iqr counterfeited «pplai»«. 

Such ia the pnoaei that is.purdbi^ by prodi- 
gality. £irea ^ihen it !■ yet not diaeorared to be 
fidafVit ia,t|ie praiaa onfy of those whom it i» re* 
pmnebfiUia pleaes^ and whoae aineas^ is. cor> 
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rupted by their interest;' men ■who live by. the 
riots which they encourage, bud who icnow that 
whenever their pupil grows wise* -they shall; lose 
their power. Yet with such flatteidei, if they 
could last, might the cravings of vanity, wMch is 
seldom very delicate, be satisfied ; but the tnne' u 
always hastening forward when this Hriutnpbi poor 
as it is> shall vanish, and when -those who noivwir- 
round him with obsequiousness and'- cOlnffanaits, 
fawn among his equipage, and animate 'his'iiotk, 
shall turn upon him with insolence,' and npArnch 
him with the vices promoted by themselves. 

And as little pretensions has, the man' who ajiUD. 
ders his estate, by vain or vicioira espences, 4a 
greater degrees of pleasure than ' at« obtained^^l^ 
others. To make any happiness sincere, it i* nt^ 
cessary that we believe it to be lasting ; since, what* 
ever we suppose ourselves in danger ofiloran^-ittust 
b^ enjoyed wlth-^sdicitude and uneiisj«e8«; find the 
more vedue We Bet upon it, the tnord'imist'tbei pis- 
sent' possession be imbittered. 'Httw cnm.-' hpitiran 
be envied for his felicity,' who kA«w»'0iat kvcn- 
titiuance cannot be exfMctedj and^wfavifit^pstiam 
that a very short time Witlgive him'UpitotlKq^ripe 
6f poverty, which will he hwdertb^'be^bana^^Bs 
he has given way to more excessi!^'''»i>alitMKdrm 
greater abundance, and indulged his appetites with 
more profuseness? 

It appears evident that frugality is necessary 
even to complete the pleasure ofexpence; for it 
may be generally remarked of those who squander 
what th^ know their fortune not sufficient to 
allow, that in their most jovial expeiKe, there 
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idways breaks out some proof of discontent and 
impatienoe ; Uiey dtber scatter with a kind of wild 
desperatioD, and afiected larisbness. as criminals 
bnve tbe gaUows when they cannot escape it, or 
paj-tbolr mwey witb. a peevish anxiety, and .en- 
deavour at once to spend idly, .and to save meanly : 
'having, neitber firmness to deny their passions, nor 
'Oouzagfl to gratify tbem, they murmur at their own 
catjc^nttent^ and poison the bowl of pleasure by re- 
flection on tlie cost 

Among these men there is oflen the vociferation 
of merriment, but very seldom tbe tranquillity of 
cbe«fulAess; they inflame their imaginations to a 
kind of momentary jollity, by the help of wine and 
riot, and consider it as the 6r8t business of the night 
to stupify recollectiOTi, and lay that reason asleep 
which disturbs their gaiety, and calls upon them to 
retreat from ruin. 

But this poor broken satia&dion is of short couh 
tinuanctf, and must be expiated by, a long series of 
mlieryi and. ugKt. ' In a short time tbe creditor 
graws ion^atiotti^ the Jast acre is sold, the passions 
and aftpetiies 4tUi^ eonUnue Xbeir tyranny, with in- 
cessMiA' crilLi for their uiufl - gratifications] and the 
renainden'Afitife passes awqy in:Tain:repentance, or 
uripbtent'desire. ■... ■ 




5cbvGoog|c 



Hi ' TKB sA»n.Km. Mft s*. 



Ho. Si. SATURDAT. SEFl^EMBER SS, 1789. 



TruiUiur diti die, 
tfomtqkt ptrgwU nOerift iaui j 



Iiocat Mb ipnmftimu, tt lejmtehri , 

Immtmof ttrvii dnnM.-^— bo>> 

And mooiw inerewe Co tbeir dec«f ; ., 

fiut f on, with thooglitleM pride ekte^ * ^'. 

Dnoonidonfl of Impending fiiM, ■' 'fiiJ '. 

GomnUBd tke ^Bi/d dtne h) riM, ., '.>::r, 

Wlw 1« I tby tatnb fiBgoCten IfCS^T— frakgi*. 

TV) *Se RAMBLER. ' -^^ ■ V ■ 

t SAVE lately been cafled, fibncr a mm^fjM'^^ 
of business and amusement, to attehnd tfa<i"'tMK 
hours of an old friend; an office .wlii«ll^ Mafc^filHA 
me. if not with raelanchdy. ai )«es^ H9Ul^t)iirWiK 
reflections, and turned riiy -thou^ts' ndWJt^^tbe 
cohtemplation of those subjects^ wfeiie^ ^Siinig^^ 
the utmdst imporunc^ and of Hi^iHamiii ieS^ 
tainty, are generally sedaded from dttt i^^«M*^% 
the jollity of health, the hurry of empteytt^t^ ' ind 
even by the calmer diversions of studyand i^pcUl^ 
lation ; or if they become acddental topics'^df-'iSft- 
Tersation and argument, yet rarely sink ^Ap^tiliD 
the heart, but give occasion only to seme sdbttU^es 
of reasoning, or elegandes of declaiditiMS'%liAdt 
ate heard* applauded, and forgotten. 
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It it, indeed, m^ bard to ocmceive bow a mm 
aociutoDied to extmd his views through a long 
eoDQatenatitm of causes and effects, to trace thing! 
from thdr origin to their period, and coin[wre 
miBBiu with eads, may discover the weakness of 
human schemes ; detect the ftUades by ' which 
AKirt^ are deluded; shew tlw insufficiency of 
wealth, honours, and power, to real bapinnesa ; 
and please hiauelf, and his aoditiws, witii learned 
let^res on the vanity of life. 

But though the speculatist may see and shew 
the folly of terrestrial hopes, ktt% and desire^ 
every hour will give prooft that be nervr feU it. 
Traee him through the day or year, and you will 
find him acdng upon priomples which he has ia 
oommon with Uie illiterate and unenlightened, 
•ngry and [deased like the lowest o£ the vulgar, 
piursuing, with tlie same ardour, the same des^s, 
S^pw^jj^it^ «U,4be eafemesB (tf transport, thoae 
,4jifi^P,^bfq^.t^ ^W>^i be oanoot keep, and aweU> 
iiwN^ ti^rJHHP W^: vliicb he bt* gaia^ by prov- 

^iiXilftiSWbi 99l»Kifitian that rushes upon thp soul, 
if/^}^^ imfff' ^^ ouf appetites and passions 

tbf EH8!iRd^'Cr«M^ance. is to be. found, where I 
J8nt«-»S»*fi#^, it^** tl;».h«d of a dying friencl., To 

«l^,ti^-jM;iip(4;oC wi«^Js Qotthe peculiar pri. 

W^fiiff BftSSffP^'V^Vfih^Vimt sutdime and im- 

BWWtifl^WeeM J^ujp^np unoBHWoon opportuni- 
,^Jhf^,90Kl||^^l^,{|rq^^8; tbey are enforced 
^tiWMtf^tj»9,;N4iof.«l9flHf»fie, and understood witii- 
.AHt-'-dt^.W-andytio, sfa^nce. Every tongue can 

uUer them, and ev^ mtderatanding can conceive 
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them. He that wuhes in earaest to (Atan ^gt 
aentimcnta conoeniing hie oondition« and would 
be intimbtely acquainted with the Woild> may find 
hMfcruotionft on erery side. He that desires to 
mter bdund the scen^ which erery artihu 
been emfdoyed to decorate, and every passion ' la- 
bflunto illununatei and wishes t* «ee lUe stHp{i4d 
of < thoee ^i^tnents whiob make it -gtittsr «> tfte 
«te^ and exposed in its.natural maantiesi^ inifKh 
teacc^ and nakedness, may find fdl 'th« delurien 
Udiopm in the chamber of diseast :''he WillU&kre 
find TKoity divested of hier rob», power diefwived 
of her scqitre, and hypocrisy wittiDilt hei.'iatMk.' ' ' - 
The fri^d whom I have lust was' a laan eui. 
Mnt for genius, and, Uke otberffof .t))i»i«ame'ckbB, 
sttiSbseatly pleased'with sccepta&tie and' a<ptdftnse. 
Being -caressed t^ titose ivhotiave^«s^rBa4nts«i)d 
liches in^'tfafflr- disposa], he conridered him^lf> as 
in 'the-direet-road'of'advancemenC^'^d liaA caugtit 
tibe flan>e< of ambition by appKKlc6es tO' > Us ol^eet: 
fiut inftlieimidst of his bc^^, hi8^>(0Jieetb,>wad,U« 
gaietie^ he, was seiaed by a linjjeHng '^seaae* 
Mrfaicbi'iftDmitS'fint stage, he kne>n*.t4.-tbe.4nwr- 
<aUc. Here^was an^nd of all bia vi^fina-^.- ffSM' 
aesB.'and -happiness ; from the first' lu>ui;tttwtj.^B 
health deditwd, all his former pleasures |^env:^tat(t^ 
ton. Hiis friends expect^, to please bim by those 
accounts ■iiS'the growth- of bis repirtatiiUh.t whiidi 
were formerly certain of'-belng well refleiTe^V-bat 
tbey soon founds htm iifctle he -tras now affeeted hy 
eomplimmtE,^ and bow' v^nly- tfae3^attiea)pM» Iqr 
flalteiy. to>exbilarate the langttuF.of weakileiea, ai^ 
thieve the solicitude of apf roecMng dee(^. Wbtv 
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ever woutcl know how much pidty and Tirtoe «ur- 
pBSs all external goods, might here bttTC' eaoi tham 
tv^gtied against each other, where all that gives 
motion to the active, and elevation to the eminitiit; 
all that sjtokles in the eye of hope, and panta in 
the boBom of suspiciont it once became diot'in 

=the balance, without weight and without regard. 

Stctfes, witfaority, and praise. lose all their infld- 
enee wb«n they areconudered as riehes whiati4a> 
momnr shall be bestowed upon anoUier, suUioi^ 
tthich shall this night expire for ever, and praiae 
whiHi, however merited, or however sincere, sball* 
after « fttw moments, be beard no more. 

In those hours c^ sraiousness andfri^otn, no> 
tUng^appeared to raise his spirits. &t gladden his 
heart, but the recollection of acts of goodn^; 
nor to eacile Ins attention, but some opportOdlty- 

^^r'tbe' exerdae 'of the duties of <religlon. . Bvoy. 

^tlUng' that tamiimted on thib side of' the grave 
Wa» received with cbldneas and indtfferwKe, and 

-rfgMded'i^toar in oonsequence of the habit, of 

.vi4tfi%i1U thao'ftbia any: opinion- that it daseFViOd 
vidue ; it fead^HtJe mote prevalence over bis mind 
thm aibubUe-- that was nofrbroken/a-drtemfhiim 
whleb^hb'Wu'aWake. His ' whole ppiwers werecA? 
grossed 'by the «on«ideration of another statev Md 
idt conversation was tediousi' that had not siKne 
fttidency to disengage • hi&i from human aflWrs, 
and: open bi» pro4p«ots'ihto futurity. : •> 
It b'«oif past^- ivb 'have dosed his eyes,. and 

' heard 'bltib breattle jth& groani of ex{nratiDni 'At 
the sigh« of ttlus' 1 At 'conflict. I fe|t. a^ sensafeion 
n^ver knotty to me ii^xe; a ooq^mi of pas* 
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wans, at iwful atiHoMt <^ sonrow, a glMuj tivw 
mv. tnthout » ouac. Tiw tbovghibi Uitf «nt««d 
»f |od1 were too atrong to bd . durert^d* w4 too 
piercing to be endured ; but such Tiolenwownofcr- 
be laitiogt 'the •torm suhaided in a abort' ^ntiKrJE 
wept, retired, and grew calm, ■■ . .m ^ 

I bave fcom that time frequeotly xewbt^AA?^ 
my' mind, the effects which th& obter^ion -irf:. 
d«uh produoe3, in those who ue not whol^ Mtfa** . 
out the power and u«e of refleetitm ; far by ^nt^ 
the greater part i* wholly uncegarded. . TIUMR) 
fiiends and tbeir enemies sink into the grave >iWit|b>: 
out raising any uncommon emoticm, or Rwioding^- . 
tbean that tbey are themselves on the AdgOiAf the 
precipice, and that th^ muit aoon {dui^je wtaldhev 
golf of eternity. ' i : > /; 

it'seraistome FemarltaUe that dsath mcu u t t : 
xijir venetatioD for the good, and es^tanmalft.Qur 
batoed ^ tbe bad^ These viiiMa wlud), j»c«. we . 
evmed, as Hoiace iriweiirea, faecauw Che)r:e(dipiiidi r 
ow«wai oui now* no longer «bilriMt. our .M^iitiHr 
tiOD^and we'hbve tbevdcae nodutaresttotsuppmiii! 
th«r pniteJ That widtedAesa, wludi* /wge -ftaml i 
fer its malignity, is «iow become fantwtaat,iaMl'the»! 
man whose name fiUtd 'Os with abra^ and teg/Bi 
md indignation, can at lut be eonudered'Oiiijr 
with pity, or contempt 

Whoi a ftiend is carried to hia grave, we at 
<mce find excuses for every weakness, and paUia-t 
tions of evety fault t we recollect, a thousand en- 
dearments, which befiM% glided off our minds with- 
out itti^HFeasiMi, a thousadd 'Stvaats untepald, <m 
thousand ^dtttiU'unperfoinedi tad wlab, vniilf 
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wiik ftr fate tetarn, not m modi thtt we tnajr m. 
wive, OB tiut ire tavy bestow fat^inet^' and' le:- 
eMipenw that IdndoeM whidi before we twvw 
undentood. 

TiKR is mrtt pecfaaps, to a miad weil inttniattd;' 
ft more painful occurrence, than the death of one 
«lionrw« bave mjared without reparatioii. Our 
crtloe Wenn now irretrieraUe, it ii uKMibty re^ 
ookled, and the stuttp of late is fixed u|»n it; Wc 
cdnBider, with the most aflUetare anguish, the pain 
w%loh we have given, and now cannot alleviate, 
and the losses whit^ we have caused, and now 
cannoti repair. 

-Of the same kind are the emotions which ttie 
deat& of an emulator or competitor produces. 
Whoever had qualities to alarm our jealousy, had 
excefience to deserve our fondness; and to what- 
ever aFdOMrt^^c^^ontion interest may inflame us,: 
no 'toMi' ever ««ttiv«d on eimay, whom he did not- 
then'ivishiatftavewMide ■ ^ieod.-; Thbtewho ere 
Tevie^'in lUenliiyimtoi; know, that the elder Scs.. 
ligep'^qosii'tte 'tcdaubted antagonist of Cardaiuand'^ 
SnBnihfft'7si;j^i*''the'^iatfc of caoh of <lusiegreat! 
riv^4Kt)^rdeatedr-«nd catophnned .due theyiiWte:' 
snattfaeAinvvr^iitoin Ihid befiaie< their rscoBolittiKi 
waawompletad;' V ■ .- -•■ 

Tu-ne etiam morerit f Ml quiii me Unguii, Erattiu, 

■■l.ii h-18 ,- ■'■ 1 -' ■■•■;/ .-■■ ■ :>XS I: ii 

^ tliou too fkllen P ere anger could nilwide 
AiiAlSnietxaa'iiaa^ett'EraJimuiiiedt 
- liw .i.ijrm -ii''^ ;.■■ .. I.I- -■ '. 
■Suekqttitbe -ME^tteAts^. with whieh we fioftUy 
revlav the cJS«ctft.o£ ^^mion, but which we aowe- ^ 
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tkntt'delity tffl we can no longer rectify our eiron. 
Let us therefore make haate to do what. we ^U 
certainty at last wish to have done ; let us return 
the caressess of our friends, and endeavour by mu- 
tual mdearments to heighten that tenderness which 
is the balm of life. Let us he quick to repent . of 
injuries while repentance may not be a buren an- 
guish, and let us open our eyes to every rival ex- 
odlenc^ and pay early and willingly those .honours 
which ju8tii% will compel us to pay at last 

Athanaxvs. 
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JUo-SS: TimSDAT, SESPTBMBXStiS, ITIO. 

> Matmv p rvf U r detfnejwuri 

Inter Indere virgiKti, 
Et stellU maculam spargere eaadidu : 

Nm liquid PMotn,tatit 
Bt te, CUofi, decei. hok. 

Now near lo death that com^ but slow. 
Now thoaart Btef^ingdown bdow; 
8|^ not laenfft the Uoanung raudt. 
But think on ghosts and aaptj sbadeB : 
What Boits with Pholoe in her htoom, 
Gkj Chloris, will doI thee become ; 
A bed i« difibrent trom a tomb.^^-CkiiCH. 

To the. RAMBLER. , 



I HATE been but a little time -coiiTersant in the 
world, jet 1 bave already bad i frequent opport 
tunities of observing the little ^cacy of remon- 
strance and complaint, which, however extorted 
by oppression, ta* supported by reason, are detested 
by one part of the world as rebellion, censured hy. 
another as peevishness, by some heard with an, a^. 
pearance of compassion, only to betray any of those 
sallies of vehemence and resentment, which are 
apt to break out upon mcouragement, and by 
oHiers passed over with indifference and neglect, 
as matters in which they have no concern, and 
which if they should endeavdur to examine or re., 
gulate, tiiey might draw mischief upon themsdv^ 
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; Yet flinoe it is no Im aatotl-ftr tbose who* 
think tbemidTOs.mjuied to coitiiilBini than for' 
otbCTS to n^eet th^ eom^uat^ I ihall Yw&tmm 
to lay my caie before yon, in hopes that yoa nflU 
enfnce my ofwion. i^yottJbiakit jiMt,-ar aided>' 
TOUT to Kctiiy my BentiioMita, if I am mistakeiu ^ 
I expect at least, Uiat you inA invest yowMlf of paru- 
tiMlity, and that whatever your age or solemii^- may 
be^ you will not, with the do|ard'« insotence, |n»i- 
Boufioe me ignorant and feetish, ferwmt and mi 
fiactory, wily becsuse you povdre that I am' 
yoiwg- ■•'■ 

My father dying w4ien I was hat ten yean M,-, 
Ifift me, and a biother two years younger thui n^" 
self, to the care of my m^er, a woomui of btith . 
and education, whose {Atidenee or viitu* ha had 
no leastm to distrust She felt, for aome timt^' idl>< 
the tonow wluch mftnre esUs fixth, upon tfas fiitid > 
s^aration of petsons daw to one another ; aoAtmi. 
her grief was <ffiBhauilidcby itt own vifliMee, atwil^i' 
sidod into.tcndemisi fcr tte mAmy'im4kel/mlii 
the. year 9£ BaooiiBg waa ^wt/ inyninim hit* 
soiatioBa, Mid instnioiiBn, ia ntldifHintir xf .i*y><M*| 
tiler's rirtues, in profeasiona rfferpPf» Ht gsii i" i»'* 
his memory, ndheuriyiiiManeeidf au«b toadiMil^'' 
aagratitode will not aiailyanffir'inetO'fi]rgtW4->ui« J 

But when the term ofthis wwBiftii'Miiiiyi iM»>'I 
expired, and my molheD a^>4amA>iagigh 4l^tttotf*^'' 
the ensigns of scavaw, tiw.ladfaB €ifbmtiito^tiiMa»ti 
atioe began to tdl bar,! -apcm*. whatwi^r^^^ iMiW ii r * 
dMt it was time to Miw IBmithaireitJioMimJ itf OfcM l '* 
a powecM H^ment, wMcfa as siMain o^Hti W^if*^ 
woman wilbont attet. Jmiy Xlttij''«ratft«|fifitiini 
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■ndy -mlating the occurrences of the town, and 
Mis. Gmvely told b» privat^y, with great ten* 
Amams, that it begtm to be publicly obs^ed 
boftr BHich she orerftated her part, and tfiac inoit 
of bar acquorotanw suspected her hope of pro- 
mriaiaf ani^facr huBbaiid to be the true groundN^f 
all timt BppcanDee of-tendemess and' piety. '^ 

All tfee ottciousDess of kindness and iblly'iHttf 
bufttd to change her conduct She' Wasat'oiitf 
time aianaed with c«isure, and at .ano^eT 1lifl*t 
wtti) praise, she was toM of bSlU, iWhere ^Mhers 
shone only because she was al^ent ; of new «MU«k 
dies, to wlneh alt the town' was dP^wdkig; aifd' of 
maa^ tagewous ironies, by whldl domcstu: difi- 
gaiwe aras made ADntsOifttible. 

dt U'diffiault for virtue to stand «l6He a^iiist 
fear ornxmerMa^ viid ^Miite on the'^cAhet' ; fi^e- 
€At3ii$\ wfawiBO^aQtnaii o$aie'«' propeMiri, laml' prn-b' 
dttM^'itself camiist^^esfc} laaHy ttusoils HbP rdlftxk- 
tioK.«iid ii]idd0Bna»"> Myyti]i(!Aait;#as^aiy]ast p«w 
attMl^:)«»iiCo^ptaQnMis»CMAy<iba^lay. ^e 
ynm tru^iiamli^ witti«^ fwamdleiB proAtsioh if mat- 
plilhefOi, lAndudttd&Oed' ' lume by a v<rry fine :getW 
tl«m«k>.sitt«»Jd^'^e WW with less^diffifeulty pr&- 
vaiMbflM <l0 ^ play at Mrs, Oravely's, and' cain« 
home gujt'.aadilivoly; ibr Ibedittinetions that had 
beW'r {i^itMriawidieiMdihcr vanity, and g6od luck, 
bad' ks^ imf.Kpwuxfigp. of -frugality from giving 
her. ■ ittW^^wMMe. Skoi- naht made her second en- 
tr«[ia»iUMoiUMit;itwldi aiid>her friends were suf. 
ficie0;4}^'iAdustdaMStta>pfeWDtaay return to her 
(owner ilile.t ^iraiy- oioitMiig brought messages of 
iDvHilK>nif.«id iCr^eiMiiingwas passed in places 

tOL, IV. 3 a 

Diflitizec by Google 



iiifi dwtnjoih ifwnt >wbM: 'tbabrtmrn title, wm- 
^Woed that'«|ie]ud mUxrktIiteitl.. .J»>-abart 
iilinw ihe twgm to fwl (lmi'il)an>Uwst':<i£<<Htiig 
jHfitwut contml, of Mng?itiinM«wit>Uejifiir ter 
ifcttan, h«r,«ic|iiKi«eik'snd'|ier'eooi|nDgk;irHidJanMd 
by degneet). tfi drop. m.ev^mtiw of itanliitnfU Mr 
fity.i«tth« roentwa at ImMs' wtono^i l niiifc'Mwe 
.•Sd9pect«d af raatraining tbeip ld«Mttlre|ibM9lllf«r 
•^ity. aimI tonfcHaed tb«t sbe lof«d-t(i'^ihA;(»ite 

: X.wiv)4t^i &vour«d wUb aome jntndtDtiili pm- 
oepu and transient endearments, and waa «ffWf«ld 
tbe« fondly Unwl fvrsDiiliiig Uksimypitiwelbut 
dlKi>iitp«rt<>''lm weniiruE ,wa« ■))«•( ,lB;Mlii[Hmg 
(be opinion of her Bwid.Md lailliinwtJt WtB rtii g 
ep^e vftnation in her 4MW,'TA8itixigii»bqps» and 
wwiling mmpliments i wd..tbei(«at<i(C.t)ieAir.)|M 
Mfitlyift.far viuu. cariik |il>ya. md <q«o«its<i3ui<: 
r .^be D«ir begun: ti> imxrmg auhihvni 'U t n^ r 
Jtle, |», 9lu(HMe ^nldren ]>f4iiff)rr,«t,liaiii»oi ]!» 

(lxi,jswi«ty i(< wnmta waii.f<WV^iiiti«tiii|iiiV 
produced twkUiess and spirit reRuilMteii^iiiiKiM^ 
indMWy;: und a brge whtwl ^MMsMKunNl^Me 
%t ttW'lfvthe.iilKtnifKxU-' jfti.t liift iiii mul ltm 
rsiiwiis the alleged, m)w «f Itt^ fiMe ii^jitett, 
.arlvKs, l)ut w ««ttnHi«l>j>«d' bjF plmiuM^jminlyi 
and idtenetsiithalt tl>e!i,:i»^,^t)«lt:«Ht!a)|b<^eiti*i 

I and my brotb«!r,iM!tR 4>$|l«tDbed.iAlh()HMAlg 

«¥h«M8-,..i , ;. ' i •■:;.,. .iff .(if I;,/ bKli srtB 

,,.IipW;U)y ni»n>l|wii|Wilti>iWuti«ieii«l|a)>iel>«iiMa 
tJMM dwbvrtlMiied I lauiwtaklfttoiiQfarm^jml) 
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hbtrl hive mMB to tteUevs tbaf triflefc ttifl-ainiite- 
>tti«it»«MksiHlft»Mrliol4'ofbcr heart. M^t^ 
9W '«i^td me 8t Btbdol, aad tffterwardB wrctt* to 
sm; but « A ttMrt time, both ber visits bnd Ikv I«& 
tOttKHfera^it^M) «Rdf- and no otfaer notice vbs triMb 
of jne'than toremU-money fiH* my vuppDit. .< 

■^'W^M I oanaebomeAt tbe vfecatioii, I found avf- 
ielP cotdly Pte^ved, with an obeervatioi^^ " tb«t 
«b» ^t4 will pwsently be a wotaan." I ifras, ^t«r 
iba usual atay, sent to school again, and overtieaMd 
ttiy niOtbcr aay, as I was a-f^ng» " Wei^ ttow 1 
^A«ll Mtover." 

'< In ^ montha mf»« I cacae again, and, with the 
osualjcddldtoh alacrity, 'wte running to my motfaef^ 
cmfaftne, «diea she stopt mtf with exdaniationS at 
the soddenndss and mormity of my growth, haH 
iug,>i^- aaid« never seen any body shoot op s4 
much ■& my 'age. She was sure no other ^ria 
tftetA at'ttMirMe^ andahe hated to hav^ diild-* 
vei kKrfEUke'WoBied before thnr'titne. IwatdiS^ 
cmmtt»di -md' tMttd witfaout hearing any thiof 
lliMHtitiMn W'NagpV'tfyoh arr dngiy; Madam Steepl^ 
yua^mky^mSk^a^ ■ ■■ ■■'■■' 

"tWi^i'gnOe'lMe'fcnw 4^ di^tty are vh»lAt«d| 
A#0 ivlnMfts little b6pe of retiim to kindness ti4 
dmiioju 'My 'tnaaiRn mttds- this appewnouje 6f 
i^ettttaeM m ndion' Str oontinumg her malignity » 
and^lMfA^iMfcfrMay^ltf^ for. tbat waa my ftpp«)I»- 
thmj wa^iiicyeraitfttiaa^ or spoken to bit with 
iptttesstpnaUdfi'ietJangef «e^Rtiik&, 

She had yet the pleasure of dressing me like * 
diHd^>lmdiiikntni» hot when I should hive been 
dwigkli^ti'tednngrmy' hdbife, had I- not bden 
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nscoed by i meiden uster of ray Iktibei^ who coulid 
not bear to tee women iii 'ten^i^leevtn»' awl 
-Aer^ctre presented me with broondfr form gi>«Q, 
ibr which I^iould have thought nyHtfundW'grM 
'Ufa^ations, bad she not aeoonpaiiiad ■iMFv.firaeur 
with scuBtf hints that my mammi. raigbt iwvr«HH 
aider JKr age, and give the ber-«eiwia|gs, «rbMi-.fibe 
bad ^ewn long enough in puUic places. >, '-^ ■ <>> 

I now left the sdiool, and caow to cUtc withi B^ 
. manama, who considered tne as an u«irp«n- ttif^ bad 
icimd the rights of a womm befoie they mere djiue, 
and was pushing her down the preci^iqe of age, 
that I migbt reign without a sBperior. While^I 
am thus beheld with jealousy and su^ndbn^-you 
will readily believe that it is difficult to please. 
Every word and look is an offence. I never speak, 
but I pretend to some qualities and excellencies, 
which it is criminal to possess ; if I am gay» she 
thinks it early enough to coquette-; if .1 am grave; 
she hates a prude in bibs ; if I venture into com- 
pany, I am in haste for a huahand ; if L.retire to 
Biy chiimber, such raatroiMliks-' ladias-aitei'itevers of 
contemplation. I am on one pretence or other ge^ 
nerally excluded from tierassemMies nor^atti lever 
suffered to visit at the same place with my rhamma. 
Every one wonders wby :sbe.doM..nQ|.|Hing l^ss 
more into the world, and when she comes home 
In vapours I am cwtain^thst she iias. bf«d.^^itlier 
of my beauty w my wU, ^aiid expeet,notbMiSi ^ 
tlie ensuing week btit ;taitHit«^d mesMfies(>c«ontra- 
di^Hon and refxtiaebca. > t ,.,,.,, 

Thus I live in a sttte of- continual {wnecntion,- 
o^y because I was bom ten years too. »o(»» imd 
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Wim^ stop^tbe tounfe Df-naeure or of>tiiney:biit 
am tfflllapptly a woman: before niy motbercap fftA< 
•itv^y «Ba8e to b&« girti ■ I believe youwoold oM- 
ifltbate^to Ibe 'bapfiitiCM of Mnahjr -faanties, if..:tiy 
My-Bi'gunieAte at persuasions, you oould atohie 
tliothers afibamed of rivglHng their children; if 
yeu'i'dMild shew diem, that though they may re- 
fuse to grow wise, they must inevitably grow old; 
<tfitd that-'tbe proper solaces xtf age are not tnu- 
4ic anct ooolpliiiients. but wisdom and devtriion; 
• tfeat-lhose who are so unwilKng to x[uit the world 
ttfllsoon be driven from it; and that it is thore- 
fiffe their &vtet>e0t to retire while there yet remain 
^a few boiHft for nobler employments. 
■;:-:.. I am, &C; 



'''No. '51^. SATURDAY, SEPTEMfiSiR 2$, 1750; 

,. ^idl ftnd pumits of pleaaure, or of ftm^ 
, , . if I must ank in shame, or swell wiiH ptide, ' ' '"■ 

'•■'- '-JbtitegftypalUUgnuitadar dtbiML— <— VBAMUB.. •;'■■ i 

'^&ittit(Q' irinont ittitAeastilg tban . to fiotir that. 

'' bfifeWb >%j^' l>«en ^received' wbm nope ^was; in- 
tel)Ae(f,'ilMft'Chat{Wi)iy'ba»iwen gw<Hi tothose^iWfao 
v&re not guilty of stvy.pr&tvet^oo. ^As tbegieat 
eriff'jjrill&c^ U-:inutual'!ti$ntffk»niie, a. good man 
is at^rtfjrs uneasy when he &)ds himself acti&g^ in 
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opiMti^ to tfcepurposdfionifei ^^vs^> though 
Ma consoiemie may -emly ict^ult Mm t^^mtdiiitpiv*' 
f^fU£. of setded hatred Ttcdnfriv^o^ of KAiselti«6i 
y«t he seldom can be certain. tbat'Uehna not ft]l«^ 
fe^y kiegligence, or indolMiCe ; that he liM ROtbeeuT 
tendered from consijlting tbe common 'ioi^re^ ^' 
too u|iuch regard to his ovm eert. or too rot^^* 
difference to the happiness of others ' ''' "■'* 

Nor is it neeesaary. that, to fecit thtevneiefntilAi^ 
the mind should be extended to any great ^Sht>^" 
«f generauty. or melted by uncommon warmth (ST 
benevolence; for that prudence whlv^ the wtMfd' 
teaches, and a quick sensibility of private ivtm^ 
will direct us to shun needldu enmH^ ;-' i£i6#' 
there is no man whoie kindness we may'Wot ab^ 
time want, or by whose malice we may ndb soinit'' 
tim&sufier. ' ''" " ^ ' ^'^^ 

I have therefore frequently looked with %oh3^,''' 
and DOW and tb^n with {»ty.,at the tboughtt^srJeii' 
#ith which some alienate ft-om themselves t^e 'afife. 
tibns of all whom chance, business, w 'UkMHiSxii^ 
brings in their my. When we'a^ a'-'m^t^^hi^^ 
some darling interest, without tntidh' rq^tird"M tl'#< 
opiriioh of the wdiW; wo jiistly cbriifd* Hk^^^fi' 
rupt and dangerous, biit are not long W ^s^lkM^'' 
ing his motives ; we see him actuated by pM^rdfk* 
which are hard to be resisted; and deluded %jf''itpi-^ 
peatances which haiv^ ^Ma&kd sthmger e^^/ ''BUV' 
the greater part of those who seit sttnkHtd'al* 4f^' 
fiance by hourly init«ti<Ai. ttt)& whoUVe butTltti'iHV' 
liise malignity, sad luiltiply e&evieiij bnVCnfyh^fNlf' 
to fostsf* no dfsigu to ptomoUv HOt itnf 'e^tfNJtW 
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<!i«|»-<< "ttWWW! pi)»i>e»;,l«!,wi!sten«..<»fl(,.o%jte, 
iiig„t9,,'«natti«n,>l))r, ,mim)lMig..op o(hen, Tl>»!ft 
gi*MiW^)H")'.»l«»iK<i».<»f Wp'taMS, for th^sajks,^ 
gen^lbame,. petul«nff. or jjlgooi ; mi 8lie,o«ts. UJi^ 
««4^tbgf Deg^ft ■ of.tbe <y)iniiioii ffirins of cftvilit^j 

r ^fffirg. 9M miHt* in tbe waik» of life* liiftT^.JD^t 
wiAb nen of whAm altjpeak wittt* censure, tboMgh, 
tb<y,f^,DI|t.«lMM(gefthle ^ithany crimt^, and w^ifin 
BWit^W^ Iw jwr«twcle4 to lore, though a rea^in «aB 
amri^, Jm aosigoed H^by tiray fbouU be ba^ ; wid 
^^ JfjJ^r good quMities and actions soin«tim«f; 
tgatfi,*., (^WftOfendatioD, have their panegyric alt 
itpj^i^. Qom^M^ vit^ confesaionsof disgjttt; " h« 
<SM4 gmdrjnun, but I cannot lite bin." Surely, 
«Ml»,>iaFMill> b««a , wid th« eateem of the vgrld at 
too tow a pricey siaoe tbcy bavo lo«t ona of tbe-rp?. 
i"WlMn«f ^M>i»!i .*it|wnl gaining ..llw .pioStf jof 
iiWHidiif*. •■'. , .,., 

^isJ^e$9|MW'0^''><1*' !* K«K(iip^ ,ths eCN^ 

"Wi Wdnli^«rt!l)P8 bil».» hl»w.,»^ (l^w at.ft, 
*Mp«lfif,it« «f(W.^»^>l tbW •»« ieqiJOBpasjKd wijjt 
«mw«!H> t)l«^ «lwy, fleglcft aU. thott wV(r% 
^•(^■rlfW WR.sndevBiS tootid. anothst,. Tfiejjj 
t«fkf<^ j|}«9PH(;li(^,, tm„ ())^, b»v(e }fy<4 jrflr., 
pnxFbaJIt^^ ^t tt«fKr,«;gpl)ni^..tbMi witii b»»-, 
'!» «d^Dg9l;«j^ hif. JUf^ If. .diminieW. his. postj 
»«»l»«»S|ii#«ld,;^tH!^fi«6 of)Bclud6.th».t tboy js^ger. 
bK!<<liPK<>iwW<i^.'f»t>4ity> <ir iiBpot« the oial|», 
af,t^i|}9n•igblw^rs itojgiiMaow w «nJi)T. Xti(l^, 
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ifvnp ttemfdves uf* > in thoir ' imidaxace, vaA^mjaf 
dtbe: congnbtbtioiu of tfae&roiwie hearts* -mthiiat 
IcDowing or suspecting that dw^'ore'evciy day At> 
«ivedly inourring resenttimiti, ' by wMioltfing 
from thoK witb whom tbey convene^ tbajk> regafd, 
or appearmoe of regard, to which evory ods if-«0- 
tjtM by the customs of the world; v >. ■ ^'^ 

• 'There are muiy injuries whid» aimoit'eirery iniM 
SteAg, though he does not eompfam, «ad, wliMi 
upon those whom virtue, el^ance, or vaa^by- fame 
nude d^icate and tender, fix deep; and lasting ifls- 
pressioDs; as thoe are many arts pfgraciouawss 
«i>d conciliation, which are to be praoklsed «litb- 
out expeoce, and by which Utose may be m ed te 
•ow irioids, who have never received from uc my 
feat bm^t Sudi arts, when they indudc neWwir 
^uilt nor meanness, it is surely -reasdnaUo'tO'lcttn, 
for who iwDuld want that hve whtehiUvo eaiify to 
be gained ? And such injuries are to be ftroided'*; 
lor who would be hated without profit ? >' •' -j 

Some, iadeedi there are, Sh* whom ithe^-eviub. 
of ignorance or negligence cuiBot -bd ^.aibged, 
because it is.apparent that they are Aratonlyoare- 
HesB: pf pleasii^ but stndious toofibod'; tit»l'^i^ 
o<mtdve to make all approacJKs to-tfaem difficdlt 
and vexatious and imagine that ttwyaggrsMbce 
theniwlvetJ^ wasting the tine ftfothetsin luekas 
.attendance, by mwtifying them with sligtoi *aAil 
teazing them wkh affronts. > ■ ■■■■<■■■■ 

Men of this kind wt generally to -be -finKd 
amcMig those that have not^ mingtedi randf io'ge- 
neral canvcrsationi but spent their lives «miditf 
die obsequiousness of diependants, and the flatterf 
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pB |«iaHte»t aaA hf long cmsidting (Hify':tlitiri oWb 
^iiioHniitiQni-'faBi^e: fivgottOn ■thitbtoth4»Junie"<:Iiikn 
-to tbe'SgoaedefcrancB. < -■ ■■ii'.-.\-A. 

-i%!iyttmKy tlrius amwod, « indeed an exubemm 
.oif^tde^hy wbith ^1 mnkiiid » so nfue^'CMniiged, 
-ti»t^ it<>i8 sever, quietly < endured, exoqst' io'ildliGMe 
who can reward tbe patience whidi tfaey><exitMt; 
.«id innlepce ia general^ surrounded cmtyt^ audi 
^wfaoK baaeDMs uactines them to tiiink nottring h^ 
taf^ap^Me that produces gain, aDdwho cu t&i^fa 
«b' xnniiiyity and rudeness witli a luxurious laMe 
aad an f^Mn pune. 

. ' But'>tbough all wanton provooitfons and eoa- 
traaptndus instance are to be diligently avoidod, 
'there-' is. Dd lest danger- in timid comptibnoe Mid 
^Htaeireifgnalion. It is common for soft and fieoiu 
fkl tcmpefetto girc tfaemsetves up impticitiy to the 
'dii(ebtiBD>of ithe bold, (he tarbulent, and tb)H>ve»- 
:bedring! of tkose wkom they do not befioni'wiiift 
or better thahi thenQKlra ;■' to reo^e ftoA th&'bMt 
.<lerigB8'«ih«»iitipoti4ion most b&en'oo«Mitei«d, Md' 
cto3ftlk>ofB4rotD' >rfotue for fc8r<^ censure. '- 
-'>&i«ie"flMio«ss 'arid resblijtion iB'Aeceslnrf fOtllGB 
^di8ehMt^;<ifii-dtity ; butitis avery ufibappy State 
o£ .nt'^i in'ithiob tiie necesfpityofsudli stm^I^fit- 
qoMrtly :oce«(d;<>ftr no nun JffdefiMfMd witbottt 
:«ibe< ftsemua&fHf iriilc^ wiH be'-'cmtinaed with 
tobstuiUy' while be b^Qsres himaelf ' in- the rigbt, 
and exerted with bitteniefes, if «v^ to tasownvod- 
iRitttiOn be wdetyetedia the wrang. 

£^eA)itbDtgh Ilia-regard be had ta the extemid 
otasequcnc^'^of •contvariely and> itispstc, it aiaat 
be painful to a woitby mind to put others in' paiiii 
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md' Mate will be doDgir .Wil tiMikiiiiiMt -«iM«( 
imin b> vjtiatad. b]> too.Jmgi »,«imI<ii|i lef MctonDc 
andcontevti - , . . 'I't^tyi r.^'.- a i !i /'.'..- 

i^Mvmhsai tbat t Buy ^>i» tMwd>i»d<|i ,im»iii#ii i, 
liJ^'-bgr manjc of foj-eorreapoiuJeiit^ syvltoriMitv^ 
tWiei oontfibatioiiB . unjiutl^i ii(e£l««M> AnitiitH 
Antiifvhaml Mt befcneA pUe of- papisnt: ofhvfbitllh 
alobisfilfae prodiKAion of If^bcviottft Itu4y. timAnttltri 
oBipdag of « fond parwl, I, wbo know, tb« |ww ir w» ^ 
o{« lutlKr. oiBiHit pemcntber hftw IwgitW ImMk 
iHa'imx boxes unnganlei), witboittiiawgli^-itK^lM 
mffalf tbe various chiefs of fi«!Er9^t »0[wti|Nl«i«:t 
aiUiT«snitn<Bt, whkb Ifce writcus ;|pi<ti|i#v<;,ft)b 
JOhdHAit^dUNwifiterval, . ., ^iir/sd 

. TOww wflaotioiMi are «ilV«Mra«wiluHi»M'!^t>!i' 
ufon paMsal. I ftid some of ltb««]«iljiiis^«i)4wan 
in. til* :DeBt'p«|Kr« aylue 'whiei^-lUHV buiffMie^ 
]i«tu)btain4d9 olfcti* »rri>iiig in lusurfg itf i wmi i n 
o^xai: imutJuiimtu, •■ sooare «f 4<ftNM«Hii«Jrl 
abow Awcof fldtinami allMra,liiH»liJ7?<a<MlWiir 
tbtirwMk JBrisiama «itlkwftn«M aHi !«l lhmiwi y i« i 
wUdi '>«iey'WiMte'i«i|H«Ul>.'t>HMj|«MM;i{|8Mffl 
inmdiimng thi^ 'OoanoitioBitswiifa^lW n ii Bijati, , 
tim icoBtiQiit wbioh itethst vinfwMi<thM»fiiHiilM> 
Clin ladiew appljing pintdgr-.loltk^iiMHIlliWi, 
for. tl|ci« JiMcntt and «aUc;tiitian ; f <n>«qi')^bMi4i^i 
fcnat ira!r»e«riaa<rauiiag tiiscMw JteiMiMiiHrigNJ^t 
UiMHiib- Irfsnnat butiuHMi^ »jMlf«l(S^aillijiiill 
amy imanaiadiawisittiatioih FfawS/iJ MR iJMriiit 
to ispKss oollfidcnai,<lKbKlli-it<iti(ll«lH^ngitMMnw 
diilB«itB M|i«y elviliti«a,«^h,i«l*»r!H(iiii,|(feB(»„ 
glait. aad so fre^ueatijr t(> ^(6)li<L tliaiib^Mktm' 
I never naa ofiended. 
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I 'kmiw wiM how nttely an author, fired with the 
biMoties of bis' new compoiition, oontains bis n^ 
tures in his own bosom, and how natunlty he im- 
parts to his -friends his expectations of renown ; and 
atf I can Easily conceive the eagerness with which 
a-newpaper is snatched up, by one who expects t». 
find it filled with bis own production, and perhaps, 
haa : c^ed his cotopankMs to shere the pleasure -of- 
a seeend perusal, 1 grieve fee the disappointowbl 
•Wek IM it to Owl at the fttal inspectiot]. HU 
faiatieii however, do not-foiwhe htm; he is .ear- 
tain of giving hMtre the n«M day. The «xt dsy 
edmesi 'abd-'again be panfta with expaotatioa. and 
having dreamed of laurels and Parnwsui; oastsjhia 
ay«8 Upentbehfivren page.with wbieh be'tsdoiMMd 
MWrindte «» be dt%hted. 

For' snoh cKuelly what ateaeiiMnt can he madcZ . 
VMMieh olaaiMlM wh«taUeviaiia« can be foultdE 
ItidraAiid^lhat theauiihi<<'alreaiy ioBt ttuutlit 
wKMat' i«p*l«t(«i, «gd all lihatid«Benes<iBy oem 
iafi^MMIt) iStr the-Altam i)wtthanf«e ttwoasl 
Kttia^>iiWttlhlit»rr:wlMinei| he h« eh^ive .tbi 
csliltiWa"M>SwKtl'and writ* aacret^ ini faiaowa 
dmnaHtn «Wnut amuHuncating his daaigti to hia ' 
iMsiMeMsMi.'ftr/ttie mareajfrimd wifi heflaa>e4 
Witt na o^poMHRity; of IsugUng, Let him cany it 
hrAeipisat-hhbwK and wait )» silenge tot ih« evwt 
If >lt%-'piiUlah«d land praiaed, henuy tbeli dadaM 
hianW UU ^othoc ! if itlH supptased, be i^y 
wmdet iii"(MWiite wUboat much vexation ; and ili 
it bvomsntuK' h*«My j<dn in the cry, and laumlt 
the4ittMli»(lfthe wnMiig genaratios. 
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*■■■'■■■■ . - . , ■ -;;- ::::; ■. i .- -ill' .. J/f: 

'TilLL. 

The world has not yet learned the riches of frugality' 

' ■ ■ - ■ i- ; -fl.;t 911J 0> 

7\> rtg RAMBLER* I r ' !i(!.i fii;;-t!Vf 
■ ■sft, ■ ■ ■ ■■'--" I 'J o.' ima 

r AM always pleased wbed I see litentoie' mMb 
useful, and scholars deftotndlng 4i«m :tfaaV^di» 
TatioUt which as it mises theta abore'coaitlioti- lif^ 
RKistincewise hinder them fivni' beh(4diBg;«he vM)« 
of tnm oth«ivifle than'tn a cloud 06 4Mtttie<«i^«»a> 
ftision. Having lived-a life' of bui80a^'«uid'Mii(ft> 
marked bow seldom any ' DCcurrencMt «aei^i Ar 
Whi^ great qualities are ¥eqttin4,' i'>bAVe li 
fi>e necei^ity of Tegiarding' Kttte tbiftg*^ and 
1 do Bbt ptetetid to give Uas W ttVe^legMttdBiiiif 
tUankiQa. or to ' limit the 'rtfnge oO^oWf-^iawitM 
-nifaids that- teirry Tight and tieatf^tfawugh fttttAf*^ 
^otis oPktiowl«dge, yH ItiaveldH^ thbb^qfklft 
this gir^test part of 1b6se vho Ibse'^Aud^Utm^ 
'ttudies'by which I hal^nM' fbtitid ihM ittaua%niipr 
aHiefa wisCT, might, w^b more Blft¥«w^|V»t>«lii«> 
iHe piitdic and tbemsdVes, apply iMiiruadeMMlid- 
ings' to -domestic 'arts, -and store thuir wioftsOd^ 
axioms of humble prudence. -attd'pviTilt^'iei^iatiff. 
■'- ToUr late papAbn 'frugality wa»"vei^lti^^t 
anA pleftslng, but in ''tffyJ^itri^M'iriot^ ^«ffle&Mfy- 
-Mapted to common r^d^; Mio-fM^llttldltUgflRl 
tb the inuuc ofperibds,'tlMi«!ttifie^^'<tf eSntiCtoHW. 
■■ ' ■ ■■ '■ '-'■' -■•,:■:'» ,-'liJ!3nmj 
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or the arrangemffit of the floven of rhetoric; but 
require a few plain and cogent insts'uctlons, wbicb 
may sil^k into th^mind by thek own weighfe 

Frugality is so necessary to the bappiness of the 
worid,Wti6neficiaI in its various forms to eveiy 
tank of men, from the highest of human potentates; 
to the lowest labourer or artificer; and the miseries 
which the ilegledt of-it produces are so numerous 
and so grievous, that it ought to be recommended 
iHlh. every variation of address, and adapted to 
eftrydasa ofnnderstanding. 

"Whsttwr those- who- treat meralfr as astaence wiU' 
dtow fivgdity to be mimbered Among the virtoes^ 
Irbave not ttought it necessary to inquiy^. For ^ 
.who draw my opittions 'from a careful observatif^i' 
of the W!9rl)d* am sa^tiefied with knowing what is 
abwkltin^sffiElBient for practice, thatvif it be not 
A "nrttt^rtli i^ at k^M^^' quaUty, whichcanwldom 
enst^jvi^jbinlitdtinw virtaesr snd- witlwu^ wfiiab few 
'TftSNmP(<ca«nf»i«fir Fwgalitynwy be termed tb& 
^ttghWR «fepn»dfW».' Ib^^siiterof t«8apernn5e»«Bd 
jAb p;»^|tM& H^Wty* He- that iscKtrengant «^1 
4uMli]3^b«)Crn«<ffq«r^<8ad powsrty w]ll«tiftwce^ 
f«n0enit} MHl^itff QimrU|rtion>; it will-almoit aj. 
<iiirajr»((>i<9d«Ker«ii»a««Vfi cdtapliaooe -with the .v{tok- 
44«t«W<)M: oCbOts ; and them-ate few wbo do not 
!l«Mn».4t)4['d90!C^ to', practu^,■tbo8e crinie^'Wbidi 

<Uftb9^>r»- ,anji(:V|thQ -tda not, dread poverty as 
-4|HP^^U^ ^^Tifti^i j[et,«()ankind seem unanimous 
ifiiefiagbriHjabbpnine it-as destructive to hapfanefs-; 
(anil aU to v^hom witiU is 'terrible, upon whatever 
prilidple, ought to think themselves obliged to 
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tor^ and attain cfa« sslutiuy arts of ooQtiqcliBg 
expenoB^ for. witbotot &u^i^. nooe.-pui bai.iieh, 
mU with it Terjr fe«r woiildteipoon- .■ , . i. ,- 
T Tftuufft other mUoC vlfftiie wiM«i«k»ita^df «»4 
4o«|. R eolwiiimiice of oiasy .civoMinHMiMftxiiMi^ 
MMurjit wuae previo0i kQowWdge mMt jb»bfil» 
Uaofdt KHne unoooanHHi gifts raf fwtura fm tt i mAt 
(V Beme opportunity pvoduced byi ta >^fimm^n9i(f> 
QomJtiHiatiQii (tf Uii^pi;.but the twr^^powfg.fffintiH 
il»g what ii already in our iiand*. nHHt- b^fffttjj^ijaC 
•tx^i&iliott.to «rery oind ; asd a» tlfe fw^plWfl£ 
BwoftWfiyrBhew, tliae the highest iQt^l«f«>Caaoolii 
Wfcly ne^wtit. a thmisud inita(we»:wiU ^vnQS 
dux piove, tJiattb« oMMWt so^: pnwti^e it oi^ 
Hicceas.' . ■■.r-.:^; 

Riobes cannot be within the rea«h!<)£pRM>niiail« 
h«»,.)K«afiiietoberi«b is.te piman aaqesjlhiMis 
flommanlyr piw*d in asuag^baiidiiMyl, J£ nMqT' 
ooidd-oi>ta0i the BWD «rhidi Dov(iiuiI*«ea iBMir 
«<»lthy..the.naBi*of w«Bltb mut ,Aen. b^,;tMnt!i 
ftrM tor^titf greater iiGMHNiUtipn. ,Bn%,l m»/nQfti 
ocrtainthat It is «fft$A^ ■i»po(uUe Aa vumt/p^iimi 
kfwer fJAMH^ ttE xmakiaA kom. iMirvrty ; .^^;e^«tHfti 
tbmgli whatever bfri ibp xic^tb of this> ooamwitiki 
aiM»e>wiU|tliiri7» faKre.l«M}, {«a4 h« tbat>iR Mi 
tbau my «tber i»oam|Hintiwrly f>o«f>;>.yet LdojMV 
see any •eoaotive . neceGsHy thai mmy iidwuld i>6 
vitfadtrt the in&pmaaWs- AM»w«iwnne9 loC; lift}- 
bit :i^:sonietinwsfiBdH|ed^ito.iaMg>Qft Hut^f-mfi 
sml calatmtks cxccftedj ithflre,jm%h|^ b)t: tu^i 
Tcnal pnidcBQe, be fNtocuraL.Mn'^MiiiVfnatj^lfvi 
ewptioD' .from want; and: tluA. b» 'wh«-ji4i#iUl( 
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ldq>|raii«i> iKWlHWiiiiiilit^inntMMiMm ilMoi! 
■nougta. ■■■ : .1 

But ^withoot^Mitering too ftr'^nlo »p«eulMlons 
which I do notvemcAibcv that my pontiMl'<esAw^ 
htor ihw anmpnd, bM in which ttte'mottper- 
ifinoiom i«n<i«er may be eastty bcwiMend, W^ 
ekidant Ii>at.tbc7 <t« wtaem FMnridaxse h« tOmili 
dwothcriat* bM of thwir oini Axtune Tm^'Xtutt 
«ipn -ivrtwv "^Mch nlBk» ftr ttw gr«8t«r ')HM of 
nwiklnd, 'itam auffioient indttments to fWAonMl 
Ihi^tity, since, whatever might be- H» general 
0fib«t ap0B 'provinoes cr' hatfoffs, ^ whidh Itt U 
■ls«» hktdjr to be tried, we 'linow tvilb eUtliHtfl 
that thces ia searwiy >lmy individual etttctibg tiM 
wotkl, who, by pnident' parsimony. May noli tetl* 
aonabty promise himself a cheerful competBlwiB In 
the dcdhie of life. I 

The ptonpectof penary' in age is'w '^(»a)y«MI 
t^nnf;^ing, 'ttiit >eve«y- maA^ who lookiibebntf^Mi]* 
HUM nseJMiiio nnid'iti and tn mumbt HviHaeA 
gelMMll)''byMke utenoe allptn»g.'i'Vot,AtUitlgll 
inievuy i^ttiera <aw aoiMi nht'lif VjWXiAwi^ 
tatta,fari>iy tetaiuMv aochlM^') itstf'Midteiilymi 
iMw^ yet H Ixhaigcmhsiw AaMgf bSfmi^itiMlt 
ntowenut aiKl-the hoik «f mlnkiiidii liiusll ««* 
tMi' afluMiK to: mall and igmdiial - prdfliai, betadt 
^falcbitlieirexfiRwt amcteitewlutelymdiMMl^' ' 
-'V<iii<iMist«l0l}i|b*efhri; thbfk <me tinhhig^heloie'- 
tb«i£^ity-JOf:a ^HMtteal plttftosi^er, whei^lvt^' 
eecnmuMi >t» ^iGonshfenttlcn^of your' readenii 
fMot' tlie athtfltaian'Cffnhtt a|])N»iitice, a peMtlm- 
Rpleteavith menftntib wtadon, v A peony saved tat 
t#o^j)^ncfr got ;^ which msf, 1 think, he'Mcconulio*' 
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dat^.to'lU.coitdttiixw, by observihg/ nbt only that 
they who pursue any lucrative employment will 
save time when they forbear expenoe, and that the 
tjrae may be employed to the increase of profit; 
but that they who are above such raioute constdet 
rations will find, by every victory over appetite or 
pasnoD, new strength added to the mind, will gain 
the power of refusing those solicitatioDS by which 
the young and vivacious axe hourly assaulted, and 
in time set themselves above the reach of extrava- 
gance and folly. 

, It may, perhaps, be inquired by those who are 
willing rather to cavil than to learn, what is the 
just measure of frugality ? and when expenoe, not 
absplutdy necessary* degenerates into, profusion ? 
To such questions no general answer can be re- 
turned ; since the liberty of spending, or necessity 
of parsimony, m^y be varied withont end by dif- 
ferent circumstances. It may, however, be lud 
down as a rule never to be broken, that a " man's 
voluntary expence should not exceed his revenue." 
A qiaium so obvious and incontrovertible, titut the 
civil law ranks tlie prodigal wltJi Uie madman^ and 
ijebars tbem equally fi^xn the conduct of their own 
sflhjrs. Another. precept.ansing.fium the formfr, 
and ihdeed included in it, is yet necessary to be 
distinctly impressed upon the warm, the &ndful, 
and the brave ; " Let no man anticipate uncertun 
profits." Let no man presume to spend upon 
hopes, to trust his own abilities for means of de- 
liverance from penury, to give a loose to his pre- 
sent desires, and leave Uie reckoning to fortuna 
or to virtue. 
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Te these rautiom, wbiob, I suppose, ar^ at least; 
among tbe grayer part of tnankind, undisputed, I 
will add another, *■ Liet no man squander agiunst 
his inolinatitMi." With this precept it may be, per- 
ha^ ima^ned easy to comply ; yet if those whom 
pvofiision has buried in prisons, or driven into ban- 
itbment, wete examined, it would be found that 
very few were rained by their own choice, or pur. 
chased pleasure with the loss of their estates ; but 
that they sufifered themselves to be borne away by 
the violence of those with whom they conversedi 
emd yielded reluctanUy to a thousand prodigalities, 
either from a trivial emulation of wealth and spirit, 
or a mean fear of contempt and ridicule ; an emu- 
lation ibr the prize of fdly, or tbe dreed of tbe 
laugh of fools. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble Servarjt 

''■*'' ' ■ SoPHBON. 



YOL. IV. 
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' Improbce 

Crescant divilia, tamen 

Curia neteio quid temper abed »*i.*— SoB. ^ . 

Bat, while in heapa bia vioked woaltb aacends, 

Heia not oftuB wish possesa'd; 
There's lomething wandag still to moke hiio bleu'd. 

As the love of money has been, in all ages, one 
of the passions that hare ^veo great disturbance 
to the tranquillity of the world, there is no 
topic more copiously treated by the ancient mo- 
ralists than the folly of devoting the heart to the 
accumulation of riches. Tb^ who are acquainted 
with these authors need not be told how riches ex- 
cite pity, contempt, or reproach, whenever they 
are mentioned ; with what numbers of examples 
the danger of large possessions is illustarated ; and 
how alt the powers of reason and eloquence have 
been exhausted in endeavours to eradicate a desire 
which seems to have intrenched itself too strongly 
In the mind to be driven out, and which, perhaps, 
had not lost its power, even over those who de- 
claimed against it, but would have broken out in 
the poet or the sage, if it had been excited by op- 
portunity, and invigorated by the approximation 
of its proper object. 

Their arguments have been, indeed, so unsuc- 
cessful, that I know not whether it can be shewn. 
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that by all the wit and reason which this favourite 
cause has called forth, a single convert was ever 
made ; that even one man has refused to be rich, 
when to be rich was in his power, from the con- 
viction of the greater happiness of a narrow for- 
tune ; or disburthened himKlf of wealth when he 
bad tried its inquietudes, merely to enjoy the peace 
andleisureandKcurity ofamean and unenvied state. 
' It is true, indeed, tliat many have neglected op- 
portunities of raising themselves to honours afid to 
wealtb, and rejected the kindest offers of fortune : 
but however their moderation may be boasted by 
themselves, or admired by such as only view them 
at a distanoef it will b^ perhaps, seldom found that 
they value riches less, but that they dread labour 
or danger more than others; they are unable to 
rouse themselves to action, to strain in the race of 
competition, or to st^uid the shock of contest ; but 
though they therefore, decline the toil of climbing,' 
they nevertheless wish themselves aloft, and would 
willingly enjoy what they dare not seize. 

Others have retired from high stations, and vo- 
luntuily condemned themselves to privacy and ob- 
S(Hirity. But, even these will not afford many oc- 
casions of triumph to the philosopher; for they 
have oomqioQly either quitted that only whidi th^ 
thought themselves unable to hold, and prevented 
disgrace by resignation ; or they have been induced 
to try new measures .by general inconstancy, which 
always dreams of happiness in novelty, or by a 
gloomy disposition, which is disgusted in the same 
degree with every state, and wishes every scene 
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of life to change as soon as it is beheld. Such men 
found high and low stations equally unable to sa- 
tify the wishes of a distempered mind, and wwe 
unable to shelter themselves in the closest retreat 
from disappointment, solidtude, and misery. 

Yet though these admonitions have been thus 
neglected by those, who ather enjoyed riches, or 
were able to procure them, it is not rashly to be 
determined that they are altogether witiiout use ; 
ibr since far the greatest part of mankind must be 
coi^ned to conditions comparatively mean, and 
placed in situations from which they naturally look 
up with envy to the eminences before them, those 
writers cannot be thought ill employed' that have 
administered remedies to discontent almost qni- 
versal, by shewing, that what we cannot reach may 
very well be forborne, that the inequality of distri- 
bution at which we murmur, is for the most part 
less than it seems, and that the greatness, whidi 
we admire at a distance, has much fewer advan- 
tages, and much less splendour, when we are suf- 
fered to approach it. 

It is the business of moralists to detect the frauds 
of fortune, and to shew that she imposes upon the 
careless eye, by a quick succession of shadowsj 
which wilt shrink to nothing in the gripe ; that she 
disguises life in . extrinsic ornaments, which serve 
<Hily for show, and are laid aside in the hours of so- 
litude, and of pleasure; and that when greatness 
aspires either to felidty or wisdimi, it shakes off 
those distinctions which dazzle the gazer, and awe 
the supplicant. 

It may be remarked, that they whose condition 
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has not afforded tbem the light of moral or reli- 
gious instruction, and who collect all their ideas 
by their own eym. and digest them by their own 
understandings, seem to consida those who are 
placed in ranks of remote superiority, as almost 
another and higher species of beings. As them- 
selves have known little other misery than the con- 
sequences of want, they are with difficulty per- 
suaded that where there is wealth there can be 
sorrow, or that those who glitter in dignity, and 
glide along in affluence, can be acquainted with 
pains and cares like those which lie heavy upon 
the rest of mankind. 

This prejudice is, indeed, confined to the lowest 
meanness, and the darkest ignorance ; but it is so 
confined only because others have been shewn its 
foUy, and its falsehood, because it has been opposed 
in its progress by history and philosophy, and hin- 
dered from spreading its infection by powerful pre- 
servatives. 

The doctrine of the contempt of wealth, though 
it has not been able to extinguish avarice or am- 
bition, or suppress that reluctance with which a 
men passes his days in a state of inferiority, mus^ 
at least, have made the lower conditions less gating 
and wearisome, and has consequently contributed 
to the general security o£ life, by hindering that 
fraud and violence, rapine and circumvention, 
which must liave been produced by an unbounded 
eagerness of wealth, arising from an unshaken con- 
viction that to be rich is to be happy. 
. Whoever finds himself incited, by some violent 
impulse of passion, to pursue riches as the diief 
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end of being, must surely be so much alarmed hf 
tbe successive admonitions of those whose experi- 
ence and sagamty have recommended them as the 
guides of mankind, as to stop and consider whetha 
he is about to engage in an undertaking that will 
reward his toil, and to examine before he rushes 
to wealth, through right uid wrcmg, what it will 
confer when he has acquired it ; and this examina- 
tion will seldom fiul to repress his ardour, and re- 
tard bis violence. 

Wealth is nothing in itself, it is not useful but 
yrb&i it departs from us ; its value is found only 
in that which it can purchase, which if we suppose 
it put to its best use by those that possess it, seems 
not much to deserve the desire or envy of a wise 
man. It is certain that, with regard to corporal 
enjoyment, money can neither open new avenues 
to pleasure, nor block up the passages of anguish. 
Disease and infirmity stilt continue to torture and 
enfeeble, perhaps exasperated by luxury, w pro- 
moted by softness. With respect to the mind, it 
has rarely been observed^ that wealth contributes 
much to quicken the discernment, enlarge the ca- 
padty, or elevate the imagination ; but may, by 
hiring flattery, or laying diligence asleep, confinn 
error, and harden stupidity. 

Wealth cannot confec greatness, for nothing can 
make that great, which the decree of nature has 
ordained to be little. Tbe bramble may be placed 
in a hot-bed, but can never become an oak. £vm 
royalty itself is not able to give that dignity which 
it happens not so find, but oppresses feeble mindei, 
though it may elevate the strong. The world bos 

Diflitizec by Google 



NafiS. THEBAUBLEU. S75 

been governed in the name of kings, \^hose exist- 
eoce has scarcely been perceived by any real effects 
beyond their own palaces. 

When therefore the desire of wealth is taking 
hold of the heart, let us look round and see how 
it operates upon those whose industry or fortune 
has obtained it. When we find them oppressed 
with their own abundance, luxurious without plea- 
sure, idle without ease, impatient 4nd querulous 
in themselves, and despised or hated by the rest of 
mankind, we shall soon be cmivinced, that if the 
real wants of our condition are satisfied, there re- 
mains little to be sought with soUdtude« or deured . 
with eagerness. 
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Na 59. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1750. 

Stl aliqaid folate mabim per verba levare. 

Hoc guenUam Prognen SalcyoTieti^iejiicil ! 
' Hoc erat in jolo guart Paantiut antro 

Vocefatigoret Lemaia maa ma. 
Straitgtilat incAiMU do^, atjvt exaitual inftwr. 

Cogitur et viret mvliipUcare tiau.~—ovio 

ComplsiDing oft pvea respite to out grief; 

From hence the wretched Progae sought relief. 

Hence the Pnantian chief hig &te deplores. 

And venta hia sorrow to the Lenmian ahorea : 

In vain by secrecy we would aasuage 

Our cares ; conceal'd they giUier tenMd rage. r. liwii. 

It is common to distinguish men by the names of 
animals which they are supposed to resemble. 
Thus a hero is frequently termed a lion, and a states- 
man 8 fox, an extortioner gains the appellation of 
vultiire, and a fop the title of monkey. There is 
also among the various anomalies of character, 
which a survey of the world exhibits, a species of 
beings in human form, which may be properly 
marked out as the screech-owls of mankind. 

These screech-owls seem to be settled in en opi- 
nion that the great business of life is to complain, 
and that they were bom for no other purpose than 
to disturb the happiness of others, to lessen the 
little comforts, and shorten the short pleasures of 
our condition, by painful remembrances of the past, 
or melancholy prognostics of the future ; their 
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only care is to crush the rising hope, to damp the 
kindling transport, and allay the golden hours of 
gaiety with the hateful dross of grief and suspicion. 

To those whose weakness of spirits, or timidity ' 
of temper, subjects them to impressions from others, 
and who are to suffer by fascination* and catch 
the contagion of misery, it is extremely unhappy to 
live within the compass of a screech-owl's voice ; 
-for it will often fill their ears in the hour of dejec- 
tion, terrify them with apprehensions, which their 
own thoughts would never have produced, and sad- 
den, by intruded sorrows, the day which might have 
been passed in amusements or in business ; it will 
burthen the heart with unnecessary discontents, and 
weaken for a time that love of life which is neces- 
sary to the vigorous prosecution of any undertaking. 

Though I have, like the rest of mankind, many 
fiiilings and weaknesses, I have not yet, by either 
friends or enemies, been charged with superstition ; 
I never count the company which I enter, and I 
look at the new moon indifferently over either 
shoulder. I have, like most other philosophers, 
often heard the cuckoo without money in my pocket, 
and have been sometimes reproached as fool-hardy 
for not turning down my eyes when a raven flew 
over my head. I never go home abruptly because 
a snake crosses my way, nor have any particular 
dread of a climacterical year; yet I confess tha^ 
with all my scorn of old women, and their tales, I 
consider it as an unhappy day when I happen to 
be greeted, in the morning, by Suspirius the 
screech-owl. 

I have now known Suspirius fifty-eight years and 
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four months, and have never yet passed an hour 
with him in. which be has not made some attack 
upon my quiet. When we were first acquainted* 
his great topic was the misery of youth without 
riches ; and whenever we walked out together, he 
M^ced me with a long enumeration of pleasures, 
which, as they were beyond the reach of my for- 
tune were without the verge of my desires, and 
which I should never have considered as the ob> 
jects of a wish, bad not his unseascmable represoi'- 
tations placed them in my sight. 

Another of his topics is the neglect of meri^ 
with which he never fails to amuse every man 
whom he sees not eminently fortunate. If he meets 
with a young officer, he always infin-ms him of ga»< 
tlemen whose personal courage is unquestioned, 
and whose military skill qualifies them to command 
armies, that have, notwithstanding all their merit, 
grown old with subaltern commissions. For a ge- 
nius in the church, he is always provided with a 
curacy for life. The lawyer he inftmns c£ many 
men of great parts and deep study, who have never 
had an opportunity to speak in the courts : And 
meeting Serenus the physidan " Ah, doctor," seyt 
he, "what a-foot sUll, when so many blockheads 
" are rattling in their chariots ? I told you seven 
" years ago that you would never meet with en- 
" couragement, and I hope yoii will now take more 
" notice, when I tell you^that your Gfeek, and your 
" diligence, and your honesty, will never enable 
" you to live like yonder apothecary, who pre- 
" scribes to his own shop, and laughs at the fhy- 
•* sician.." 

Diflitizec by Google 



Md. 69. THE BAUBLEB. S79 

Suspirius has, in his time, intercepted fifteen au- 
thors in their way to the stage ; persuaded nine and 
^irty merchants to retire from a prosperous trade 
tor fear of bankruptcy, broke off an hundred and 
thirteen matdies by prognostications of unhappi. 
ness, and enabled the small-pox to kill nineteen 
ladies, by perpetual alarm of the loss beauty. 

Whenever my evil st«« bring us together, he 
never fiuts to represent to me the folly of my pur- 
suits, and informs me that we are mach older than 
when we began our acquaintance, that the infirmi- 
ties of decrepitude are coming ^t upon me, that 
whatever I now get, I shall enjoy but a little time, 
that fame is to a man tottering on the edge of the 
grave of very little importance, and that the time 
is at hand when I ought to look for no other plea- 
sures than a good dinner and an easy chair. 

Thus he goes on in his unharmonious strain, dis- 
playing present miseries, and foreboding more, "^ 
i,K»f«i iu »»mf4fH. every syllable is loaded with 
misfortune, and death is always brou^t nearer to 
tlie view. Yet, what always raises my resentment 
and indignation, I do not perceive that his mourn- 
ful meditations have much e&ct upon himself. He 
talks and has long talked of calamities, without dis- 
covering otherwise than by the tone of his voic^ 
that he feels any of the evils which he bewails or 
threatens, but has the same halnt of uttering lamen- 
tations, as others of tdling stories, and falls into 
expressions of condolence for past, or apprehension 
of future mischiefs, as all men studious of their ease 
have recourse to those subjects upon which they 
can most fluently or copiously discourse. 
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It is reported of the Sybarites, that they destroyed 
all their cocks, that th^ might dream out their 
morning dreams without disturbance. Though I 
would not so far promote effeminacy as to propose 
the Sybaiites for an example, yet since there 1$ no 
roan so corrupt or foolish, but something useful 
may be learned from him, I could wish that, in 
imitation of a people not often to be copied, some 
regulations might be made to exclude screech-owls 
from all company, as the enemies of mankind, and 
ctHifine them to some proper receptacle, where they 
may mingle sighs at leisure and thicken the gloom 
of one another. 

** Thou prophet of evil," says Homer's Agatnein- 
non, "thou never foretellest me good, but the joy of 
thy heart is to predict misfortunes." Whoever is of 
the same temper, might there find the means of in- 
dulging his thoughts, and improving his vein of de- 
nunciation, and the flock of screech-owls might boot 
together without injury to the rest of the world. 

Yet, though' I have so little kindness for this 
dark generation, 1 am very far from intending to 
debar the soft and tender mind from the privilege 
of conriplaining, when the sigh arises from the de- 
sire not of giving -pain, but of gaining ease. To 
hear complaints with patience, even when com- 
plaints are vain, is one of the duties of friendship ; 
and though it roiist be allowed that he suflfers most 
]lke a hero that bides his grief insilence, 

Spem vultti sitmd^, premit aitum corde dohrem. 

Bis ontwaid smiln eonctal'dluB iswaid mutrt— 'DayoBx. 

yet it cannot be denied, that be who complains acts 
like a man, like a sodal being, who looks for help 
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from his fellow-creatures. Pity is to many of the 
unhappy a source of comfort in hopeless distresses, 
as it contributes to recommeod them to tbeaiselves, 
by proving that they have not l<Mt the. regard of 
others ; and heaven seems to indicate the duty even 
of barren compassion, by inclining us to weep for 
evils which we cannot temedy. 
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Quid tit puichrvm, quid tvrpe, quid uiik, quid non, 
PUniut et melim Chrytippo ei Cranlore dicit.——HOIi. 

WhoK works the besatiiul and baae contain. 

Of vice and virtue more in^ructive roles. 

Than ill the sober sages of the schoolB.——FBANCis. 

All joy or sorrow for the happiness or calami- 
ties of others is produced by an act of the imagi- 
nation, that realises the event however fictitjous, or 
approximates it however remote, by placing us, fw 
a time, in the condition of him whose fortune we 
contemplate ; so that we feel, while the deception 
lasts, whatever motions would be excited by the 
same good or evil ha[^ning to ourselves. 

Our passions are therefore more strongly moved,- 
in proportion as we can more readily adopt the pains 
or pleasure proposed to our minds, by recognising 
them as once our own, or considering them as na- 
turally incident to our state of life. It is not easy 
for the most artful writer to give us an interest in 
happiness or misety, which we think ourselves 
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never likely to feel, and with whiab we have nevw 
yet been made acquunted. Histoties of the dowa- 
M of kingdoms, and revolutions of empires, aie 
read with great tranquillity ; the imperial tragedy 
pleases common auditors only by its pomp, of orna- 
ment, and grandeur of ideas ; and the man whose fu- 
cuUies have been engrossed by business, and whose 
heart never fluttered but at the rise or fall of the; 
stocks, wonders how the attention can be seized 
or the affection agitated, by a tale of love. 

Those parallel circumstances and kindred images, 
to which we readily conform our minds, are, above 
all other writings, to be found in narratives of the 
lives of particular persons ; and therefore no species 
of writing seems more worthy of cultivation than 
biography, since none can be more delightful or 
more useful, none can more certainly enchain the 
heart by irresistible interest, or more widely diffuse 
instruction to every diversity of condition. 

The general and rapid narratives of history, which 
involve a thousand fortunes in the business of a day> 
and complicate innumerable incidents in one great 
transaction, afford few lesions applicable to private 
life, which derives its comforts and its wretched- 
ness from the right or wrong management of Uiiog^ 
which nothing but their frequency makes consider- 
aUe, Parva si non Jiunt quottdte, says Pliny, and 
which can have no place in those relations which 
never descend below the consultation of senatesa the 
motions of armies, and the schemes of conspiraUu^ 
I have often thoughjt that there has rarely pass- 
ed a life of whic^ a judiiqous and faithful narrative 
would not be asefuL For, not only every man has, 
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in the mighty mass of the worid> great numbers in 
the same (»ndition with himself, to whom fais mis* 
takes and miscarriages, escapes and expedients, 
would be of immediate and apparent use ; but there 
is such an uniformity in the state of man, consi- 
dered apart from adventitious and separable deco- 
rations and disguises, that there is scarce any pos< 
siblity of good or ill, but is common to human kind. 
A great part of the time of those who are placed at 
the greatest distances by fortune, or by temper, 
must unavoidably pass in the same manner ; and 
though, when the claims of nature are satisfied, ca- 
price, and vanity, and acddent, begin to produce 
discriminations and peculiarities, yet the eye is not 
very heedful or quick, which cannot discover the 
same causes still terminating their influence in the 
same effects, though sometimes accderated, some- 
times retarded, or perplexed by multiplied comM- 
nations. We are all prompted by the same mo- 
tives, all deceived by the same fallacies, all ani- 
mated by hope, obstructed by danger, entangled 
by desire, and seduced by pleasure. 

It is frequently objected to relations of particu- 
lar lives, that they are not distinguished by any 
striking or wonderful vicissitudes. The scholar 
who passed his life among his books, the merdiant 
who conducted only his own affairs, the priest 
whose sphere of action was not attended beyond 
that (^ fais duty, are considered as no proper ob- 
jects of public regard, however they might have 
excelled in the several stations, what«va- might 
have been their leaming, integrity, and pnety. Bat 
this notion wis^ from false measures <^ex<^eDoa 

Diflitizec by Google 



S8i THE BAUBLER. No. 60, 

■lid dignity, and must be ereditated by consider- 
ing, that in the esteem of UDcwnipted reason, what 
is of most use is of most value. 

It is, indeed, not impropo* to take honest ad- 
vantages of' prejudice, and to gain attention by a 
celebrated name ; but the business of the biogra^ 
pher is often to pass slightly over those perfonn- 
ances and incidents, which produce vulgar great- 
ness, to lead the thoughts into domestic privacies, 
and display the minute details of daily life, where 
exterior appendages are cast aside, and men excd 
each other only by prudence and by virtue. The 
account of Thuanus is, with great propriety, said 
by its author to have been written, that it might 
lay open to posterity the private and familiar cha- 
racter of that man, ci^m ittgemum et candorem ex 
ipaius scriptis sunt ohm semper miraturit whose 
candour wid genius will to the end of time be by 
his writings preserved in admiration. 

There are many Invisible drcumstances which, 
whether we read as inquirers after natural or mofal 
knowledge, whether we intend to enlarge our 
science, or increase our virtue, are. more important 
than public occurrences. Thus Sallust, the great 
master of nature, has not forgot. In his account <^ 
Catiline, to remark that " his walk was now quick^ 
and again slow," as an indication of a mind revolv- 
ing something with violent commotion. Thus the 
stcn-y of Melancthon affords a striking lecture on 
the value of time, by informing us, that when he 
made an appointment, be expected not only the 
hour, but the minute to be fixed, that the day 
might not run out in the idleness of suspense : and 
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all the plans and interprises ofDe Witt are now 
of less importance to the world, than that part of 
his personal character, which represents him as 
'* careful of bis health, and negligent of his life." 

But tnt^raphy has often been allotted t<> writers 
who seem very little acquainted with the nature of 
their task, or very negligent about the performance. 
They rarely a€ford any other account than might ' 
be collected from puUic papers, but ima^ne them* 
selves writing a life when they exhibit a chronolo- 
gical series of actions or preferments ; and so little 
regard the manners or behaviour of their heroes, 
that more knowledge may be gained of a man's real 
character, by a short conversation with one of his 
servants, than from a ftH-mal and studied narrative, 
begun with his pedigree, and ended with his funeral. ' 

If now and then they condescend to inform the 
world of particular tacts, they are not always so 
happy as to select the most important. I know not 
well what advantage posterity can receive from the 
only circumstance by which Tickell has distinguish- 
ed Addison from the rest of mankind, " the irregu- 
larity of his pulse:" nor can I think myself over- 
paid for the time spent in reading the life of MaU 
herb, by being enabled to relate after the learned 
biographer, that Malherb had two predominant opi-f 
nions ; one, that the looseness of a single woman 
might destroy all her boast of ancient descent ; the 
other, that the French beggars made use very im- 
properly and barbarously of the phrase " noble Gen- 
tleman," because either word included the sense of 
both. 
There are, indeeS, some natural reasons why 
VOL. IV. 2 c 
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tliese namtiTes are often written hy such as were 
not likely to gire much inatruction or delight^ and 
why most aocounta of partioular persons are bar- 
ren and useless. If a life be delayed till interest 
and envy are at an end, we may hope for impar- 
tiality, but must expect little intelligence ; for the 
inddents which ^ve excellence to biography are 
of a volatile and evanescait kind, such as soon 
escape the memory, and ue rarely transmitted by 
tradition. We know how few can pourtray a liv- 
ing acquaintance, except hy his most prominent 
and observable particiJarities, and the grosser fea- 
tures of his mind ; and it may b« easily imagined 
how much of this little knowledge may be lost in 
imparting it, and how soon a succession of copies 
will lose ^1 resemblance of the original. 

If the biographer writes from pereraial know- 
ledge and makes haste to gratify the public cu- 
riosity, thOTe is danger least his interest, his fear, 
his gratitude, or his tenderness, overpower bis fide- 
hty, and tempt him to conceal, if not to invent. 
There axe many who think it an act of piety to 
hide the faults or failings of their friends, even 
whra they can no Itmger suWex by th&t detei^on ; 
we therefore see whole ranks of characters adiHmed 
with uniform pan^yric, and not to be known 
from one another, but by extrinsic and casual 
ctreumstances. " Let me remember," says Hale, 
** when I find myself inclined to pity a criminal, 
*< that there is likewise a pity due to the country." 
If we owe regard to the memory of the dead, th«r 
is yet more respect to be paid to knowledge, to 
virtue, and to truth. 
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FdUu* honor jtaai, et mtKdax mjamia ferret-' 
Q/um BMi mtndatttm et tuendmem f aoa. 

Falsa praise can diann, unreal ebame control-^ 
Whom but a Tidons « a Hickl; soul f CRAtrcii. 

Toi/teSLAMShER. 
sift, 
It 18 extremely vexatious to a man of eager and 
tbirsty curiosity to be {daced at a great distance 
from the fountain of intelligHic^ and not only, 
never to receive tlie current of report till it bas 
satiated tbe greatest part of tbe nation, but at last 
to 6nd it mudded in its ojurse, and corrupted with 
taints or mixtures from every channel through 
which it flowed. 
One of the chief pleasures of my life is to hear 
. what passes in tbe worlds to know what are the 
sdiemes of tbe politic^ the aims of the busy» and 
tbe hopes of the ambitious ; what changes of pub* 
lie measures are appro^bing ; who is likely to be 
crushed in the collision of parties ; who is climbing 
to the top of power, and who is tottering on the 
precipice of disgrace. But as it is very common 
Amt us to desire most what we are least qualified 
to obtain, I have suffered this appetite of news to 
outgrow all tbe gratifications which my {Hcsent 
situation can afford it ; for being placed in a re- 
mote country, I am condemned always to con- 
found the future with the past, to form prognos- 
tlcationB of events no longer doubtful, and to con- 
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sider the expediency of schemes already executed 
or defeated. I am perplexed with a perpetual de- 
ception in my prospects, like a man pointing his 
telescope at a remote star, which before the light 
reaches his eye has forsaken the place from which 
it was emitted. 

The mortification of being thus always behind 
the active world in my reflections and discoveries, 
is exceedingly aggravated by the petulance of those 
whose health, or business, or pleasure, brings them 
hither from London. For, without considering the 
insuperable disadvantages of my condition, and the 
unavoidable ignorance which absence ^must pro- 
duce, they often treat me with the utmost super- 
ciliousness of contempt, for not knowing what no 
human sagacity can discover ; and sometimes seem 
to consider me as a wretch scarcely worthy of bpr 
man converse, when I happen to talk of th^ for- 
tune of a bankrupt, or propose the healths of the 
dead, when I warn them of mischiefs already . in- 
curred, or wish for measures that have been lately 
taken. They seem to attribute to the superiority 
of their intellects what they only owe to the am- 
dent of their condition, and think themselves in- 
disputably entitled to airs of insolence and au- 
thority, when they find another ignorant of facts, 
which, because they echoed in the streets lei Lon- 
don, they suppose equally public in ,idl other 
places, and known where they could neither be 
seen, related, nor conjectured. 

To this haughtiness they are indeed too much 
encouraged by the respect which they receive 
amongst us, for no other reason than that they 
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oome from London. For no sooner is the arrival 
of one of these disseminators of knowledge known 
in the country, than we crowd about him from 
every quarter, and by innumerable inquiries flat- 
ter him into an opinion of his own importance. 
He sees himself surrounded by multitudes, who 
propose their doubts, and refer their controver- 
sies, to him, as to a being descended from some 
nobler region, and he grows on a sudden oraculous 
and infallible, solves all difficulties, and sets all ob- 
jections at defiance. 

There is. In my opinion, great reason for sus- 
pecting, that they sometimes take advantage of this 
xeverential modesty, and impose upon rustic un- 
derstandings, with a false show of universal intelli- 
gence ; for I do not find that they are willing to own 
themselves ignorant of any thing, or that they dis- 
miss any inquirer with a positive and decisive an- 
swer. The court, the city, the park, and exchange 
are to those men of unbounded observation equally 
familiar, and they are alike ready to tell the hour at 
which stocks will rise, or the ministry be changed. 

A short residence at London entitles a roan to 
knowledge, to wit, to politeness, and to a despotic 
and dictatorial power of prescribing to the rude 
multitude, whom he condescends to honour with a 
biennial visit ; yet, I know not well upon what mo- 
tives, I have lately found myself inclined to cavil 
at this prescription, and to doubt whether it be not, 
en some occasions, proper to withhold our venera- 
tion, till we are more authentically convinced of 
the merits of the claimant 

It is well remeoibered here, that, about seven 
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^ears ago, one Frolic, a tall boy, mtii lank htdr, 
remarkable for steiding eggs, and sucking tbem, 
was taken from the school in this perish, and soit 
up to London to sta^ the law. As he had gives 
amongst ds no jtroefs of a genius dedgned by n» 
ture for extraordinary performaneesv he was, from 
the time of his departure, totally forgotten, aor 
was there any talk of his Ttces or virtues ^ S'^ 
or his ill fortune, till last summer a report burst 
upon us, that Mr. Frolic was come down in tite 
first post-chaise which this village had seni, hav- 
ing travelled with such ra[udity that one of his 
postillions had broke his leg, iind another narrowly . 
escaped suffocation in a quicksand ; but that Mr. 
Frolic seemed totally unconcerned, for socfa things 
were never heeded at London. 

Mr. Frolic next day appeared among the gen- 
tlemen at their weekly meeting on the bowitn^ 
green, and now were seen the effects of a Loadoa 
education. His dress, his language, his ideas, were 
all new, and he did not much endeavour to f»n- 
eeal his contempt of every thing that di£^red front 
the opinions, or practice, of the modish world. He 
showed us the deformity of our skirts and sleeves, 
informed us where hats of the proper siae were to 
be sold, and recommended to us the refbrmi^iioD 
of a thousand absurdities in our clothes, our cook- 
ery, and conversation. When any of his phrases 
were unintelligible, he could not suppress the joy 
of confessed superiority, but frequently detayed tte 
explanation, that he might enjoy his triumph over 
our barbarity. 

When he is pleased to entertain us With a story, 
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he takes care to crowd into it name^ of streets, 
•quareSf and buiMings, with which he knows we 
are unacquainted. The faTourite topics of his 
discourse are the pranks of drunkards, and the 
tricks put upon country gentlemen by p(»-tns and 
Kuk-boys. When he is with ladies, lie tells them 
of the innumerable pleasures to which he can in- 
troducse them ; but never fails to hint how much 
they will be deficient, at their first arrival, in the 
fanowledge of the town. What it is " to know the 
town," be has not indeed hitherto informed us, 
though there is no phrase so frequent in his roouth, 
nor any science which he appears to think of so 
gieat a value, or so difficult attainment. 

But my euriosity has been most engaged by the 
redttd of his own adventures and achievements. 
I have heard of the union of various characters in 
dngle persons, but never met with such a constel- 
lation of great qualities as this man's narrative 
sflfords. Whatever has distinguished the hero; 
whatever has elevated the wit ; whatever has en- 
deared the lover, are all concentrated in Mr. Fro- 
tic, whose life has, fi»- seven years, been a regu- 
lar interohange of intrigues, dangers, and wagge- 
ries, and who has distinguished himself in every 
character that can be feared, envied, or admired. 

I question whether all the officers of the royal 
navy can bring ti^ther, from all tbeir journals, a 
collection of so many wonderful escapes as this 
man has known upon the Thames, on which he 
has been a thousand and a thousand times on the 
point of perishing, someHmes by the terrors of 
foolish women in the same boat, sometimes by hif 
ewn acknowledged iBiprudenoe in passing the river 
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in the dark, and sometimes by shooting the Inidge, 
under which he- has rencountered mountunous 
WAT^ and dreadful cataracts. 

Nor less has been bis temerity by land, nor fewer 
his hazards. He has reeled with ^ddiness on the 
top of the Mondment ; he has crossed the street 
amidst the rush of coaches ; he has been surrounded 
by robbers without number ; he has headed purties 
at the playhouse ; lie has scaled the windows of 
every toast, of whatever condition ; be has been 
hunted for whole winters by his rivals ; he has slept 
upon bulks, he has cut chairs, he has bilked coach- 
men ; he has rescued his friends from the h«ili& 
has knocked down the constable, has bullied tlw jus- 
tice, and performed many other exploitf^ that have 
filled the town with wonder and with merrinaent. 

But yet greater is the &me of his undecstanding 
than his bravery ; for he informs us that he is, at 
XiOndon, the established arbitrator of all points of 
honour, and the decisive judge of all perf<H'awnces 
of genius; that no musical performer is in.^r^Mita- 
tion till the opinion of Frolic has ratified :<his pre- 
tensions ; that the theatres suspend their sentence 
till be begins the clap or hisi, in which all are pioud 
to concur ; that no public entertainment has failed 
or succeeded, but because he opposed or fav<>ured 
it; that all controversies at the gaming-taUe are 
referred to bis determination; that he adjusts the 
ceremonial at every assembly, and prescribes oKery 
fashion of pleasure or of dress. 

With every man whose name occurs iq thc-pat>eis 
of the day, he is intimately acquainted ; and ihece 
ate very few posts, either in the state or army, of 
which he has not more or less influenced the dis* 
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' posal. He has been very frequently consulted both 
upcm war and peace ; but the time is not yet come 
when the nation shall know how much it is indebt- 
ed to the genius of Frolic. 

Yet, notwithstanding all these declarations, I 
cannot hitherto persuade myself to see that Mr 
Frolic has more wit, or knowledgey or courage, 
than the rest of mankind, or that any uncommon 
enlai^ment of his faculties has happened in the 
time of his absence. For when he talks on sub- 
jects known to the rest of the company, he has no 
advantage over us, but by catches of interruption, 
InisknesB of interrogation, and pertness of con- 
tempt ; and therefore if he has stunned the world 
with his name, and g^ned a place in the first ranks 
of humanity, I cannot but conclude, that either a 
little understanding confers eminence in London, 
or that Mr Frolic thinks us unworthy of the e%- 
. ertion of his powers, or that his faculties are be- 
numbed by rural stupidity, as the magnetic needle 
Idees its animation in, the polar climes. 

I would not, however, like many hasty philoso- 
phers, search after the cause till I am certain of the 
effect; and therefore I desire to be informed, whe- 
ther you have yet heard the great name of Mr 
Frolic. If he ia celebrated by other tongues than 
his own, I shall willingly propagate his praise ; but 
if he has swelled among us with empty boasts, and 
honours conferred only by himself, I sbatt treat him 
With rustic sincerity, and drive him as an irapostoir 
from this part of the kingdom to some region of 
niore credulity. 1 am, &c. 

KUHICOLA. 
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Nunc ego Trijilolemi ctiperem coTuceTidere curnu, 
Mitit in ^notam qui rvde lemen Aumum ; 

iVirte rgo Medea veUemJreenare draconeM, 
Quw hqiMil Jiigient arpa, Corintht, tM ; 

Nmic egojactandat aptartm tumtre peiuuu. 

Sine Ahm, Perteu ; Dadok, live tiau. OTID. 

Now would I Rioimt hii car, wfaow bonntaXu hand 

Fint sow'd with teeniiiig seed the ftirrow'd land: 

Now U> Media's dragon'B fix my reine, 

Tliat swiftly bore her from Corinthian plaint : 

New va Dsdaliui waxen pinitHM itny, 

Oi those which waAed Peiseai on his way.-^F- lbwii. 

To the RAMBLER. 



I au a young woman of very large fortune, which 
if my parents would have been perisuaded to com- 
ply with the rules and customs of the polite part 
of mankind, might long since have raised me to 
the highest honours of the female world ; but so 
strangely have they hitherto contrived to waste my 
life, that I am now on the borders of twenty, with* 
out having ever danced but at our monthly assem- 
bly, or been toasted but among a few gentlemen - 
of the neighbourhood, or seen in any company in 
which it was worth a wish to be distinguished- 

My father having impaired his patrimony in so- 
lidting a place at court, at last grew wise enough 
to cease his pursuit ; and to repair the consequences 
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of expencdre atte»dinee and negligenee of in* 
affiars, m«ried a huAf inudi older than hima^ 
who had lived in the fashionable world till she 
was considered as an imciimbrance upon parties cf 
pleasure, and as I can collect from inddental in- 
formations, retired from gay assemblies just tjioc 
enough to escape the mcnttfication of unirenci 



Sbe was, however, still ridi, and not yet wrin- 
kled ; my fiitber was too distresstiilly embarrassed 
to think much on any thing but the means of ex- 
trication, and though it is not likely that he wanted 
' the delicacy which poHte conversation will dways 
produee in understandings not remarkably deiec 
tive, yet he was contented with a match, by whioh 
he might be set free from ineonvenien^es, that 
would have destrc^ed all the pleasures of imagi- 
nation, and taken from sofhiess and beanty the 
power of delighting. 

As they were both somewhat di^usted with 
their treatment in the world, and married, though 
without any AsKke of each other, yet prindpally 
for the sake of setting thems^es free from de- 
pendence OR caprice or fashion, they soon retired 
into the country, and devoted their lives to nanl 
business and diversicms. 

They had not taach reason to regret the change 
of their situation ; for (hefr vuiUy, winch bad so 
long been tormented by negleet and dissapciof* 
ment, was here grati6ed with every honoar that 
could be paid them. Their long femiliarity witk 
puplie life made tbem the waeles of all those 
w(b» aspired to hitelligence, or politeness. Hy 
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jiither dictated politics, my mother prescribed the 
mode, and it was sufficient to entitle any ftmily to 
some oonsidaBtion, that they were known to visit 
at Mrs Courtty's. 

In this Maite they were, to speak in the style of 
novelists, made happy l^ the birth of your ctyt" 
respondent. My pturents bad no other child, I wat 
therefore not brow-beaten by a saucy toother, or 
lost in a multitude of co-heiresses, Whose fortunes 
bring equal, would probably have conferred e^uid 
merit, and procured equal regard ; and as my ro<K 
ther was now old, my understanding and my peiM 
son had Mr play, my inquiries were not checked, my 
advances towards importance were not repressed, 
and I was soon suffered to tell my own opinions, 
and early accustomed to bear my own praises. 

By these accidental advantages 1 was mudi ex* 
alted above the young ladies with whom I con- 
versed, and was treated by them with great de- 
ference. I saw none who did not seem to confess 
my superiority, and to be held in awe by the 
splendour of my appearance ; for the f(»M)Des8 of 
my &ther made him pleased to see me dressed, and 
my mother had no vanity nor expences to hinder 
her &om concurring with his inclination. 

Thus, Mr Rambler, I lived without much de- 
sire after any thing beyond the csrcle of our visits ; 
and here I should have quietly continued to por- 
tltm out my time among ray hooks, and my needl^ 
and my company, had not my curiosity been every 
moment excited by the conversation of my parents, 
wIk^ whenever they sit down to familiar prattle,- 
■nd endeavour the entertainment of each other* 
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immediately transport themselves to London, and 
relate some adventure in a hackney-coach, some 
frolic It a masquerade, some conversation in the 
Park, or sonoe quarrel at an assemUy, display the 
magnificence of a birth-night, relate the cmquests 
of maids of hcHiour, or give a history of diveruong^ 
shows .and entertainments, which I had never 
known but frcnn thdr. accounts. 

I am so welt versed in the history of the gftf 
world, that I. can relate, with great puiutuality, 
thelives o£ .a\\ the last race of wits and beauties; 
can. enumerate, with exact chronolo^, the whole 
suocessiiMi of celebrated singers, mu^ians, trage- 
dians, comedians, and harlequins ; can tell to the 
last twenty years all the changes of ^sbions ; and 
am, indeed, a complete antiquary: with respect to 
head-dresses, dances, and operas. 

You will easily imagine, Mr. Rambler, that I 
could not hear these narratives, for sixteen years 
together, . without suffering some impression, and 
wishing my^self nearer to those places where ev&y 
hour brings some new pleasure, and Ufe is diver- 
sified with an unexhausted succescdon <^ felicity. 

I indeed often asked my mother .why she left a 
place which she recollected- with so much delight, 
and why she did not visit London once a-year, like 
some other ladies, and initiate me in the world by 
showing me its amusements, its grandeur, and its 
vadety. But.she always, tcdd me that the days 
which .she had. seen were such as will never. come 
again; thatAll diversion is now degenerated, that 
the conversation '.of the present age is innpid, thid; 
thdr &shions are. unbecoming, tbeir customs ab- 
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surd, and thar morals corrupt ; tbat there is no 
n7 left of the genius which enligfatmed the times 
tbat ahe remembne ; ^t no one who had feen, or 
beard, the ancient performefs, nviild be aUe to 
bear tix bunglers of this despieaUti age ; and that 
tbere ii now neither politenoBs, nor plsasura, nor 
nrtoe, in. Uie worid. She therefore assures me 
that she consults my hapfMneu by keeping me at 
home, for, I should now find nothing but vexation 
and diagns^ and she should be ashamed to see me 
pleased with such &ppmes and trifles, as take up 
the thoughts <tf the present set of young people. 

With this answer I was kept quiet Sx several 
years, and thought it no great inconvenience to 
be confined to the oountry, till last summer a 
young gentleman and his sister came down to pass 
a few months with oae of our neighbours. They 
bad genonlly do great regard for the country 
ladies, but distinguished me 1^ a pttticular om- 
j^atsanoe, and, as we grew intknate, gave me such 
a detail of the eleguice, the splmdour, the mirth, 
the happiness of the town, tbat I am iresf^ed to 
be no longer hurried in ^ntManee and obscurity, 
but to share with other wits the joy of being, ad- 
mired, and divide with otho' beauties the empire 
of the worid. 

I do not find, Mr Bambler, upon a delibnste 
and imparHal comparison, that I am excelled l^ 
Belinda in beauty, in wit, in judgment, in know- 
ledge, or in any thing, but a kind of gay, lively 
familijirity, by which she mingles with strangers 
as with persons long acquainted, and whic^ enables 
her to display her powers without any obstruction, 
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hesitation, or confusion. Yet she can relate a 
thousand civilities paid to her in pubUc, can pro- 
duce, from a hundred lovers, letters filled with 
praises, protestations, ecstacies, and despair; has 
been handed by dukes to her chair ; has been the 
. occasion of innumerable quarrels ; has paid twenty 
visits in ui afternoon ; been invited to six balls ia 
an evening, and been forced to retire to lod^pngs 
in the country from the importunity ^ courtthip* 
and the &tigue of pleasure. 

I tell you Mr Rambler, I will stay here no 
longer. I have at last prevailed upon my mother 
to send me to town, and shall set out in three 
weeks on the grand expedition. I intend to live 
in public^ and to crowd into the winter every 
pleasure whidi money can purchase, and every 
honour which beauty can obtain. 

But thi% tedious interval bow shall I endure ? 
Cannot you alleviate the misery of delay by some 
pleasing description of the entertunments of the 
town ? I can read, I can talk, I can think of no- 
thing else : and if you will not sooth my impa- 
tience, heighten my ideas, and animate my hope^ 
you may write fra those who have more leisure, 
but are not to expect any longer the honour of 
being read by those eyes which are now intuit 
only on conquest and destruction. 

Bhodocija. 
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Hahtbat tape ducentos, 
Strpe decent tervo$ ; mada rtgei atgtie telrarcfuu, 
Onmki magna loqtteyu : modo, tit vtAi maua tripet, *t 
Omdut lalit pari, tt iaga, qiuc dtfenderejrigtu, 

Kow with two handred 'slaves he crowds bis train ; 

Now walks with ten. In Hig^ and haughty stnin 

AtmOni, ofkingBandgOTemotBhepntea; 

At night, — " A frogal table, O ye fetes, 

" A little shell the Escred aalt to hold, 

" And clothes, tho' coaise, to keep ne from the odd."—] 

It has been remu-ked, perhaps^ by eveiy writer 
who has left behind him observations upon lif^ 
that no man is pleased with his present state ; 
which proves equally unsati^ctmy, says Horace, 
whether fallen upon by chance, or chosen with 
deliberation ; we are always disgusted with some 
circumstance or other of our situation, and ima^- 
gine the condition of others more abundant in 
blessings, or exposed less to calamities. 

This universal discontent has been geder^y 
mentioned with great severity of censure, as un- 
reasonable in itself, since of two, equally- envious 
of each other, both cannot have the lar^r share 
of happiness, and as tending to darken life with 
unnecessaty gloom, by withdrawing out* minds 
from the contemplation and enjoymoit of that 
happiness which our state affords us, and fixing 
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our attentiow upon foreign tweets, which we only 
heboid to depress otuvelves, and increase our mi* 
awy hy injurious compfirisons. 

Wbta this opinion of the felicity of others pre> 
dominates in the heartt so as to excite resdutions 
of (Staining, at whatever price, the condition to 
wtuf^ such transcendent privileges are supposed 
to be ann^ed ; when it bursts into action, and 
|»odLMeB fraud, violence, and injustice, It is. to be 
porfiued with all the rigour of l^al puni^unents. 
But while operating only upon the thou^ts it 
disturbs none but him who has happened to ad* 
nttt it, and, however it naay intem^it content, 
makes no attack on piety or virtue, I cannot think 
it so fiu- criminal or ridiculous, bat that it may de* 
serve some pity, and admit some ex^se. 

That all are equally ha[^y, or miserable, I sup- 
pose none is suffidently enthusiastical to mwa" 
tain ; because though we cannot judge of the ooa- 
dition of others, yet every man has found frequent 
vidssitttdes in his own state, and must tliere- 
fore be convinced that life is susceptible of more 
at less felidty. What then shall forhid us to en* 
deavour the alteration of that whieh is o^ble of 
being improved, and to grasp at augmentations of 
good, when we know it possible to be increased, 
and bdieve that any particular ciiange of situation 
will increase it? 

If he that finds himself uneasy may reasonably 
nuke efforts to ride himself from vexation, all man- 
kind have a sufficoent plea for some d^ree of reet- 
lesHiesE, and the fiuiU 'seenos to be little moK than 
too much temerity of conclunon, in favour of 
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apmetbjng not yet expoiehced, and too much readi- 
ness to believe, tbat the misery which oifi own 
paasioDS and appetites produce, is brought upon 
us by accidental causes, and external effideots. 
' It is, indeed, frequently discovered by us, that 
we complained too hastily of peculiar bsrdslup8» 
and imaged ourselves distinguished by embar-, 
rassments, in which other classes of mm are eguaUy 
eutaugled. We often change a lighter for a greater 
evil, and wish ourselves restored again to Uie state 
from, which we thought it desirable to be ddivered. 
But this knowledge, though it is easily gained l^ 
the trial, is not always attainaUe any other way ; 
and that error cannot justly be reproached, whi^ 
reason could not obviate and prudence avoid. 

To take a view at once distinct and compr^b^iw 
nye of human life, with all its intritades of oom^ 
bination, and varieties of connection, is beyond the 
power of mortal intelligences. Of the; state .with 
which practice has not acquainted us w« ^tcli<a 
glimpse, we discern a point, . Mid regulate Ute ,rest 
1^ passion, and by fency. In this iuquiiy fti^ry 
fiivourite prejudice, every innate desire, .is .busy to 
deceive us. We are unhappy, at least le^s h^^y 
than our nature seems to adnait ; we npces^i^y 
desire - the melioration of our lot ; what we desire 
we very reasonaUy seek, and what we seeki we are 
naturally eager to believe that we have fou»d. Our 
confidence is often dis^ppcHUted, but opr reason is 
not convinced, and. there is no. D)an whp does not 
iiope for something which hehasno^. though per- 
iiaps bis wishes lie lUMctive, because .he ^itresees 
the difficulty of attaioniait. As junoqg the nu- 
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merous students of Hermetic philosophy, not 6ne 
■ppean to have desisted from the task of transmu- 
tation, from conviction of its impossibility, but 
from weariness of t(Hl, or impatience of detayj A 
brdcen body, or exhausted fortune^ 

'Irresolution and mutability are often the faults 
(if men, whose views are wide, and whose imagt- 
Kiatioh is vigorous and excursive, because they 
cannot confine their thoughts within their own 
boundaries of action, but are continually ranging 
over all the scenes of human existance, and con- 
sequently are often apt to conceive that they fall 
upon new regions of pleasure, and start new 
possibilities of happiness. Thus they are busied 
with a perpetual succession of schemes, and pass 
their lives in alternate elation and sorrow, tor want 
of tfaait calm and immovable acquiescence in tlieit 
condition, by which men of slower understandings 
are fixed forever to a certain point, or led on ib 
the plain beaten track, which their fatbers and 
grandsires have trod before them. 
■■ Of two conditions of life equally inviting to the 
prospect, that will always have the disadvantage 
w^bich we have already tried ; because the evils 
which we have felt we cannot extenuate; and 
Aiougb we have perhaps from nature, the power 
as welt of aggravating the calamity which we fear, 
as of heightening the blessing we expect, yet in 
those ihedTitations which we indulge by choice, 
and which are not forced upon the mind by ne- 
cessity, we have always the art of fixing our regard 
upon th^ more pleasing images, and suifer hope to 
diispbse the lights by which we look upon futurity. 
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The good and ill of d^erent moded of Ufe ate 
scHnetimes so equally t^posed, that perhaps no man 
ever yet made bis choice be^een t^m upon a (vH 
conviction, and adequate knowledge ; and there- 
fore fluctuation of will is not more wonderful, whoi 
they are proposed to the election, thui oscUlations 
of a beam cliarged with equal weights. The mind 
no sooner imagines itself determined by some pre* 
valent advantage, than some convenience of equal 
weight is discovered on the other aide, and the re< 
solutions which are suggested by the nicest ex- 
amination, are oft^i repoited as socm as they are 
taken. 

Eumenes, a young man of great abilities, inhe- 
lited a large estate from a father, long eminent in 
conspicuous employments. His father, harassed 
IH^ith competitions, and perplexed with multi^idty 
of business, recommended the quiet of a private 
station with so much force, Uiat Eumeaes Sar aome 
years resisted every motion of amtntiousi wishes ; 
but being once provoked by the sight of oppBes- 
sion, which he could not redress, he began to 
think it the duty of an honest man to enaMe him- 
self to protect others, and gradually felt a deure 
of greatness, excited by a thousand projects of ad- 
vantage to his country. His fortui^ placed him 
in the senate, his knowledge and eIoquenii;e ad- 
vanced him at court, and he possessed that au- 
thority and influence which he had resolved to 
exert for the happiness of mankind. 

He now became acquainted with greatness and 
was in a short time oinvinced, that in proportiw 
as the power of doing wdl is ftiUrgfd, the tamp- 
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tations to do ill are multiplied and enforced. He 
felt himself every moment in danger of being 
either seduced or driven, from bis honest purposes. 
Sometimes a friend was to be gratified, and some- 
times a rival to be crushed, by means which bis 
conscienoe could not approve. Sometimes be was 
forced to comply with the pr^udices of the pub- 
lic, and sometimes with the schemes of the mi- 
nistry. He was by degrees wearied with perpetual 
struggles to unite policy and virtue, and went ba«k 
to-retipement as the shetter of iiutooencej pen- 
atiaded that he could only hope to ben^t man- 
-kind by a Uameless example of private virtue. 
H»e he spent some years in tranquillity and be- 
neficence; but finding that corruption increased, 
and false o^nnions in government prevailed, he 
thought hims^ again summoned to postsof pub. 
Sc trust, from which new evidence of bis own 
weakness i^in determined him to retire. 

Thus men may be made ineonstaot by virtue 
and by vice, by too much or too little thought ; 
yet inconstancy, however dignified hy its motives, 
is dways to be avinded, because life allows us but 
a small time for inquiry and experiment, and be 
ttuit steadity endesvoars at ^ccellence, in what- 
ever employment, witt more benefit mankind than 
be that heritates in dninng his part till he is 
called to the performxioe. The traveller that re- 
solutely Allows a rough and windhig path, wUl 
sooner reach the end of his -journey, than he that 
is always cbanging his direction, and wastes the 
hoars of day-Ii^t in looking for smoother ground, 
and shorter passages. 
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To live m frieodBliip ig to Iwve tbo Mme dewn and the jfU^jm^ 
don*. 

.'■ ■ .. .■ iDti 

Whbm Soentes was biHl^g fahnnlf o'liqineiat 
Aliens, being asked by one that obiervri--tthe 
Httlencss of tbe design, why a man. wa eibi^cDt 
-would not have an abode more suitable tO'iusr^g- 
jiity? tie replied, that he abould think lumBelffteif* 
fluently acoemmodated, if he oouid see itiufriwer- 
taw habitation ^ed with real fnends; finefat was 
the opinkn of this gixat mostw of-buBom iBfe, 
40neeniiBg the infreqneney of isuCifa an uakptof 
■finds as might des^-ve the- name ofi fUendsfaip. 
-that among the ttuillitfides wlmm rtfanity;'iiri'«uii- 
- <0eity, cinlhy or ven«ation, lerow^edi'^bonbilAD, 
.'he. did not expect^ that vmj epaciMs v^aatansnts 
w0ulfl..be neseaaaiy to noobua all thabis^ld a-e- 
gaid 'huu ifrutbi sinUN'][jst4n<BM« or edbsh^^teiUm 
witb-sfcetdy fidsttty. - y,,yi <> ici 

So many qualities ^ ere indeed keqtfinte ^aitAe 
possiUUty ai fnendsb^t,^ and so nnny Bbciflents 
must eoeeur to its rise and rcbstinuana^ tih»b :khe 
greatest pert of floankJirid «oiitent.t2ifiiiBelin» with- 
out it. and swp^y Its >plaoe as tiiejr.calt* mtiiiin- 
tovet and dependanee. i/i 
' Multitudes are unquafifitd for . a tHBataiit; vitod 
warm teuprocation of benCTolenoe, >a* >thery<:8re 
incapacitated for any other e|ev«ted emrticnce. 
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1^ p^petual attrition to Uieir iiitnest; and unre- 
sisting subjection to their, passions. Long habits 
may supsrinclue& inability to 4«iy any desre, or 
repress, by supeiior motives, the itnportunitira of 
miy imme^te gratiScataoD, and an inveterate sel- 
fishness will imagine all advantages diminished in 

' proportion as tbey are communicated. 

But not only this hateful and confirmed corrup- 

I- tiao, iiut numy varieties of disponttan, notiinoon- 
aUt^witfa cxxnnNo d^rees of virfeae, maiy ex« 

' tinde- fiiendabip from the l^art. Sooie ardent 

.eneugh: in their henevolcnee,. and dc&ctiveneU 

- thcrininffieuiutness nor liberaU^, are mutaiUe^asid 
onueitRifi,' soon attracted by new objects, dugusted 
svitfaaut dBance, asd alienated witfaout enmity. 
Otbscs are soft and flexible, easily iiriftueDced by 
repeats as whispers, isady to. cateh aliEoas £r»ak 
every dubious drcumstance, and to listen toi every 
sospitien wfaiafa'cnvyand. datttry sbidl saggnt^ ' to 
ftUow the i^mian of .every confident adviseiv Mid 
movs'.Ify tdic. niipul8e<' (tf the last^bnath. . Sotne 
Bie. inpatient <^ oHttradiction, more wiffing t<v go 
wnnglvirtbdr awn^dgnMSti than to be indebted 
for a better or a safer way ba the sagacity of ono- 
thes; 'inoUned to osnsider counsel as insult^ and 
iaqnii^ asmnant of coofiAance, and to confer tkieir 
tepiti oQ no atbtr'^tarau' than unrcsanred sub- 

- missiafi^ And implsoit >cain^iaBae. Sone tn djffk 
waAmvfAndi eqiwUy«aieAil ta oetnonl good and 
bad purposes; and pleased mkh pwdudng eflteta 
byiiwftiblea(KUt8,:Mid shewii^ their 4eB%n only 
in^^-exeeutuHh Others -are univienidly ocwnnu. 

, nieatiffi^ ftljiDe-open to every eye, wd eqM«Uypnh 
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ftue of their own seotctB and thoM of okhtim, wttl»- 
out the necessHiy vigilaiKe of cantioD, er Ihn 
konest BTti of prudent integiity, reedy Co accuM 
Witbout malice, and to betiay witlioat treaeberyi 
Any of these may be useful to the ooiiiiAiiiiit)r, 
and pais tfiroagh the ivoridwitfa die vepatatiMi 
of good purposes and uncorrupted macala,' bat 
they are unfit for doae fuid tttider faitiraaaes. 
He eatmot properly be ebomi fix* a fiiend^ iwhaat 
kmdneu is exhaled by its own wanBth, or fkobem 
by the first blastof slander; he caniiat be « usn 
fill oounsdior who witt hear no opinioo be* Wb 
own j he will not mvek invite ccaifidence wbasa 
printnple maxim is to suspect; nor can the cnu 
doar and frankness of that man be-nmch estacweil 
who spreads bis wms to hnromknid, and maket 
every man, without distiBcdon, a denizen cf -Ui 
bosom. 

That fiiendilnp may be at oaee fond and bet- 
ing, tb«« must not amfy be cqanl'TOtHC'CHVicaoii 
part; but virtue of the sam» kind ; sot wdywtbe 
aaD>e end must bt proposed, bot thoaamefineaM 
tnust be approved l^ both. We are- often, I^>rn 
perflcial aoeomf^hments and aecidenldi endeaib 
mentSi induced to love those wiidm we cannot 
esteem ; we are somelines, by great <abilkia% and 
incmitestaMe evidences of virtue, compiled to 
esteem those whom we cMmot love. Bvt ftien^ 
Ihip. compounded of estcsm and love, dcnvei 
fiom one its tendemeiB, and its periDaDtace- fiuH 
the other; and thervfc*e reqnirea noit only that 
its csndidatea should gain ttie jadgmettt^- fabt^tbtf 
they ibouM attiact the affettioni i tint tfaeyrafaooU 

Diflitizec by Google 



3ik04. TKBXJLHBLBR. «• 

laA ani^ faa fion in the day oCdistaew, but gay ift 
4fae bout of joUity ; not only useful in exigenciM^ 
but. fdeuing in bmiliar life ; their presence sbouU 
give obcerftilncw aa weti as courage, and di^el 
Btike tbe gkMxn of imx and of inelandMly. 
'' To- tfait mutual complacency is generally requi* 
«te tat uduJiDnnity of (pinions, at least of tfaofc 
actiw md etuupicuous principles which diserimik 
iHte paetiM in ^veminent, and seeta in religieni^ 
flfid wUdi every day operate more ot less on the 
eMnmoD bnmess of life. For tboagh great ten* 
deruesB has, perbaps^ been eometimes Imown to 
continue' between men eminent in contrary fac 
tioBS ; > yet . 9u^ friendi are to be shewn rather ai 
prodigies dian exaa^les, and it is no more proper 
to ngukte oar conduct by such instances, thn 
teleop s|H^paoe, because some have faUen from 
it and escaped with life. 

It cannot but be extremely difficult to [preserve 
ftiffatokiiKltteBS'Ui the midst ofpubtio o[^)ONtion, 
in^ wfaieh will necessarily be involved a thousand 
Hudcnta, cxtendwg thcw influence to conversa- 
tt(» Mtid peivacy. Men engaged, by nuH-al or re> 
li|^oui > motives, in contrary parties, will generally 
look with different ^es upon every man, and de- 
tide ataoost' every question upon different princi- 
ples. When such fiecasiens of dispute bi4>pen, to 
comply is- to btiray our cause, and to maintain 
friendship- b^ ocaiing to deserve it ; to be silent is 
to lose the bapptn^ and dignity of independency 
ti. live in petpotual eonstraint, and to desert, ii 
Bottohetmy : and who shall determine which of 
two ftifBdi ^IL yidd> where n^tfaa believM 

D.:.t,z.cf, Google 



l410 a^HZ BAMBZXB. llo. St. 

Jmaf^viniebBm,.«ni hotk coafewed tfaftimpnKtenae 
fii' tb« queati<m ? Wb»t tlwn reowuB ^but sontn- 
i£ctioD mi debate? bdcI %>m,thcMeif^t emi.le 
foyKwted but uriDaojay and vebwacB^».tbe inact- 
.Jenoe oT triuinpb, the ^^Bxatkni of d^e^ 4n4« in 
tjpae, « wearinesB o£ wtOsth tnd an lOttinQtifflk t^ 
bwQvolence? Exchange of endcauDcsUa aqd-Nk- 
tUgooBine of civility may oc»)tinuet iodmdi.jM 
bet^ha nwy for a while be verdsnt, when the raajt 
is wounded; but the poiion of diseosd m infundl 
and thoi^ the countenance mvy preaenre ki isodle^ 
^ke heart is hardening and coatneting. . » 

That nan will not foe loitg agneeable* wJmbi we 
Mve only in times of seriousnoss uid 8evariiy.;<attd 
tberefi»e to toauitain the flofinest and weoii^, of 
beoevolenee, it is necesaaiy that fnends pmialtt 
fluh osier's pleasures as well as affes» andbeilfld 
Id the same diversions by similitude of t^ste. TbiB 
10, however, not to be conndered as equajyjjf.iQdia- 
liensaUe with. confcHinity of piimiplesi bcoaMP 
4my m»n may bonestly> acoording to the fimepAi 
c^ HwMe, resign the giatifioattons of taste to- the 
humour of another, and friendship mi^ well 4»- 
serve the sacrifice of plrastHe, tbou^^ n«t-o£i,«iHh- 
soieoce. , ... .,.-. 

; It was once confessed, to me, hy&putiteiiV tfcat 
no professor of bis art, ever loved soother. This 
declfkration is so far ^wtified by.tlw kqawlcdgaiiof 
Ufc^ as to dfkmp the hopes «f wum |ind Qonrtont 
fiiendship, between men whom their studied htne 
made competitors, and whom every &vourer and 
every censurer are hourly inciting against each 
other. The utmost expectation thftt experi«)ce 
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can watVWt, is, that the^ should forbear open hos- 
taaitiai and secret machinations, and when the 
whole fratenrity^ is attacked, be aUe to unite 
against a oommon foe. Some, however, though 
few, may perhaps be found, in whom emukftion 
has not h«!n able to oTerpower generosity, whb 
•K diBtingnifihed from lower beings by nobler no- 
tives'than the love of feme, and can preserve ttte 
iuusred flame d fiiendship from the gusts of pride, 
tmd the rublnsh of interest 

' Friendship ia sddom lasting but between equala, 
or where the superiority on one side ia .reduced 
by vonie equivalent advantage on the othn. Be- 
nefits which cannot be repaid, and obligatifflis 
which cannot be discharged, are not commcHily 
found to increase affection ; they «cdte gratitude 
indeed, and heighten veneration ; but oommuily 
tabe away that easy freedom and fanuliarity of 
iatmooiintt, without which, though there may be 
fiddity, and zeal, and admiration, there cannot he 
iH«tdbhip. Thus imperfect are all earthly bless- 
ingti;' 1^ great e&sCt of Mendahip is b«ieA6«ioe, 
yet by the first act of unwmmon kindness it is 
«idafl^B:a«d, like plants that bear thdr fruit and 
die. Yet this consideration might not to restnun 
bounty, or r^ress oompassion ; ftr duty is to be 
pveferrfid before convenience, and he that loses 
paxt of the pleasures of friendship V ^i" genero- 
sity, gtdos in its place the gratulaticn of hfe con- 
flriehce. 
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— I ■ II Oarrii anilei 
Ex reJiMiat. 

The cheeriiil uge, when aokmn dictates Ml, 
Caaeetis the moral counsel in a tale. 

Obidah, the son of Abensina, !eft the cara- 
Tansera eaily in the morning, and pursued 
his journey through f he plains' of Indostan. He 
^as fresh and vigorous with rest ; he was am- 
tnated with hope; he was incited ly dedre; be 
walked swiftly forward over the valleys, and saw 
the hills gradually rismg before him. As he passed 
along, his ears were ddighted with the mOTning 
song of the tird of paradise, he was fenned by the 
last flutters of the sinking breeze, and^prinklcd 
with dew by groves of spices ; he sometimes con- 
templated tihe towering height of the oak; mo- 
narch of the hills; and sometimes caught the gen- 
tle fragrance of the primrose, eldest daughter of 
the spring : all his senses were gratified, and all 
eare was banished from his heart. 

Thus he went on till the sun approached bis 
meridian, and the increasing heat preyed upon his 
strength ; he then looked round about him for some 
more commodious path. He saw, mi his right 
band, a grove that seemed to wave its shades as b- 
sign of invitation ; he entered it, and found the 
coolness and verdure irresistibly pleasant. He did 
not, however, forget whither he was travelling. 
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but found a narrow wt^ bordered with flowen, 
which appeared to hare the. same direction wUh 
-the main road, and was pleased tliat, by thii happy 
experiment, be had found means to unite plcasuEe 
wilJi business, and to gain the rewards of diligmce 
without suflfering its fatigues. He, therefore, still 
ocmtinued to walk for a time, without the least re« 
mission of his ardour, except that he was some- 
times tempted to stop by the musKof the birds 
whom the heat had assembled in the shade ; and 
sometimes amused himself with pluddng the 
flowers that covered the banks on either side, or 
the fruits that hung upon the brandies. At last 
the green path began to decline &bm its first ten*' 
dency, and to wuid among hills and thickets; 
Qooled with fountains and murmuring with water- 
&Us. Here Obidah paused for a time, and began 
to consider whether it wore longer safe to forsake 
the known and common track ; but remembering 
that the he^ was now in its greatest violmce, and 
that the plain was dusty and uneven, he resolved 
to pursue the new path, which he supposed only 
to make a few meanders, in compliance with the' 
varieties of the ground, and to end at last in the 
common road. 

Having tlius calmed bis solicitude, he renewed 
his pace, though be suspected that he was not 
gaining ground. This uneasiness of his .mind in- 
clined him to lay hold on every new object, and 
give way to every sensation that might sooth or 
divert him. He listened to every echo, he mount- 
ed ev^ hill for a fresh prospect, he turned aside 
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to eveiy ouiCBde, arid pleased^ himself vntfit tnKsing 
tiie course of a gentle river that rolled among thd 
trees and watraed a large region with innumerable 
circumTolUtions. In these amusements the hours 
passed aw^ uncounted, his devjatiiws had per- 
plexed his memory, and he knew not towards 
vhat point to travel. He stood pensive and con- 
fused, a&aid to go forward least he should go 
wrong, yet conscious that the time of loitering 
was now past While he was thus ttH*tured with 
UDcertainty, the sky was over^read with clouda- 
Ae day vanished from before. him, and a sndd^ 
tempest gathered round his head. He Was' 'now' 
roused by his danger to a quick and painful re-^ 
memhrance of his folly ; he now saw how ha[i- 
inness is lost when ease is consulted ; he lam^tedl 
the unmanly impatience that prompted him 'id^ 
seek shelter in the grove, and despised the pet^- 
curiosity that led him on from trifle to iH&ii' 
Whib he was thus reflecting, the air grew blabker," 
and a olap of thunder broke his meditation. ' ' ' . 
He now resolved to do what remained ^et In' 
fab power, to tread bac^ the ground which he had 
passed, and try to find some issue where the wood' 
might open into the plain. He prostrated hini^lf 
on the ground, and commended his life to the 
Lord of nature. He rose with confidence and 
tranquillity, and pressed on with his - sabre - in Vis 
band, for the beasts of the desert were in motion, 
uid«n every hand were heard the mingled howls 
of rage and fear, and ravage and expiration t* alt 
the hMTors of darkness and solitude surrdunded 
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him:. the wincU roared in the woods, and titeitpr- 
tentt tumbled from the bUk, 

I III ■ I I ■ j^u(niffti wtrafui ucr tfnffi furlii 
tJ»Si « tijaM JSiwi » B{wi> licXili tniftit 

Wwk'd into sodden rage b; wmtry abow*!^ ., p. 

Pawn the ateep hill the roaring toireiit poun ; 
The mountain ehephetd bears the distant naiie. 

Thus fto-lom and distressed, he wai]d«<ed throi^b 
the wild, without knowing whither he was grang;' 
(Mr whether he was every moment drawing nea«^ 
to safety or to destructioD. At lengdi not ftar 
but labour began to overcome him ; bis breatir 
grew sliort, and his knees trembled, be was on the 
point of lying down in resignation to bis &te,' 
when he beheld througb tbe brambles tJie glim.- 
m» of a taper. He advanced towards the light; 
and finding that it proceeded from the cott^e of 
a hermitr be called humbly at the door, and ob< 
tained ednussicui. The old man- set before him 
audi provisions as he bad collected iax himself, 
qn "wUdi Oludah fed with eagerness and grati- 
tude. 

When the repast was over, " Tell me," said the 
hermit " by what chance thou hast been brmigfat 
hither; I have be«n now twenty years an inha* 
"Jatant of the wilderness, in wbieh I never, aoir 
'Va man before." Oludah then related tbe occmv' 
reoces of bis journey, without any concealmcBt or 
palliation. 

' 'f Son," stud the hermit, " let tbe ««on wd 
" follies, tbe dangers and escape of this day, sink 
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"de^fnte.tby heart. Rememter, my «OB,.fe|itt 
" hunaan life is the joutocy «f a day. We rite in 
** tbe moming of youth, full <^ vigour and fall of 
" expectation ; we set forward with spirit and hope, 
** with gaiety and with diligence, and travel m a 
" while in the straight road of piety towards the 
" mansions of rest. In s ^ttort time we remit our 
" fervour, and endeavour to find srane miUgation 
** of our duty, and some more easy means of oI>> 
" tuiuBg the same end. We tb«i relax owvi- 
" gowc, and resolve no longer to be terrifud with 
" orimei at a distaace, but rriy upon our own eoa- 
" slancy, and venture to approach what we reiolve 
" never to touch. We l^us enter tke bowers «f 
*' ease, and xepose in the Aades of aemri^. Here 
" the heart strftens and vigiluKe subsades ; we. a» 
'* then willing to inquve whether aootber «dvanc8 
" capnot be made, and wfaethw we isay not, aft 
" least turn our eyes upon the gvdens of plea* 
'-' sure. We approach them with seri^de and be* 
" sitatidn ; we enter them, but enter timoious and 
f trembling, and always hope to pass tfarongfa tbem 
^ without losing the road of virtue, which we, iot 
" a wbile^ keep in our sight, and to which we pro- 
** pose to return. But temptati<m succeeds temp- 
" tation, and one compliaooe prepares us for ano- 
^ dier ; we in time lose the happiness of innoocBce, 
** and solace our disquiet with sensual gnitifi(a- 
^' tions. By degrees we let ^1 the remembrance 
" of our original intention, and quit the only ad&< 
" quate object of rational desire. We entangle 
" ourselves in business, immerge ourselves in lux- 
" ury, and rove through tbe labynnths of incon- 
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** sfamcy, till the darkness of old age be^ns to in- 
** vade us, and disease and anxiety obstruct our 
** way. We then look bock upon our lives with 
" horror, with s«row, with repentance ; and wish, 
** bat too <^n vainly msb, that we had not fbr- 
** saken the ways of virtue. Happy are they, my 
** son, who sh^ leom from thy exami^ not to 
** despair, but shall remembo', that tboa^ the 
" day is past, and their strength is wasted, there 
" yet remains one effort to be made ; that refor- 
** mation is never hopeless, nor nncere endeavours 
" ev» unassisted ; that the wand»er may at length 
.** ictura after aU his enozs, and that he who im- 
,** j^oret rtro^h and counge from above, shall 
** &id danger and diffieultygive way befiire him. 
** Go now, my am, to tby repose, oomn^ thyself 
*■ to the oare of Omnipotence and when the m«m< 
<* ing calls ^gnn to toil, begin anew thy journey 
«* and thy life* 
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Pauci dignoictre pottunt 
Pera bona, atque ilUi muUvm diverta, reraola 
ErroHt neWa.— jdt. 

How few 

Know their own good ; or knowing it, pursue i 

How Toid of leuon we ow hopea and fean I— i»BTD»W. 

The folly of human wishes andpannrits has always 
been a standing subject of mirth md declamatunf, 
and has been ridiculed and lamented from age to 
age ; till perhaps the fruitless r^>etition of mhi^ 
plaints and censures, may be jusfUy notsbfered 
among the subjects of censbre and eompl^t 

$ome of these instructors of mankhid have not 
contented themselves with- checking the overflows 
of passion, and lopping the exuberance c^ desire, 
but have attempted to destroy the root as wdl as 
the branches ; and not only to confine the mind 
. within bounds, but to smooth it for ever by a dead 
calm. They have employed their reason and elo- 
quence to persuade us, that nothing is w<»tfa the 
wish of a wise man, have represented all earthly 
good and evil as indifferent, and counted among 
vulgar errors the dread' of pain, and the love of 
Ufe. 

' It is almost always the unhappiness of a victo- 
rious disputant, to destroy lus own authority by 
claiming too many consequences, or diffuring his 
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propontioD to an indefensible extent. When we 
have heated our zeal in a cause, and elated our 
oontideDce with success, we are natiirally inclined 
to pursue the same train of reasoning, to establish 
swne collateral truth, to remove some adjacent 
difficulty, and to take in the whole coinprehension 
of. our ajTstem. As a prince, in the ardour of ac- 
quisition, is willing to-secure bis first conquest by 
the. addition . of another, add fortress to fortress, 
and.dty to city, till despair and opportunity turn 
his enemies, upon him, and he loses in a moment 
tbcglory. ofa reign. 

, The pUlo^opbers haying found, an easy victory 
over ;those' desires which, we produce .in ourselves, 
and which/ teripipate in - some imagiuary state of 
happiness unknown and unattainable,, pipceeded 
to n?ake . further inroads upon the heart, and at- 
tacked, at last our senisesand our, instincts. They 
continue to war upon nature, with arms, by which 
aoly ftrily could be ocmquwed ; they therefore lost 
the trophies of their foroo/er ■ combats, and ' were 
oonadered na longer .with reverence or regard. 
Yet it cuMiot be with, justice denied, that these 
. men have been vernr useful monitors, apd have left 
many proofs of strong reason, deep penetration, 
and accurate , attention to tl^e afiairs of lif^ which 
it is' noW: our buuness to. separate from the foam 
of a boiling im^oation* 4nd. to apply judiciously 
to ouF own use. They have shewn that most of 
the conditions of life, which raise the envy of the 
tintorou^ and, rouse .the ambi^on of. the daring, 
are .empty, shows of felicity, . which, wt^en they be- 
conse familiar, lose their pon;er of del>glf ting ; and 
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that the most prosperous and exalted have Teij 
few advantages over a meaner and more obscure 
fbrtone, when their dangras and solicitudes are 
balanced against their equipage, their banquets and 
thdr palaces. 

It is natural for erety man uninstmcted to mur- 
mur at his condition, because, in the general infe- 
licity of life, he feels his own miseries, without 
knowing that they are common to all the rest of 
the species ; and therefore, though he will not be 
less sensible of pain by being told that others are 
equally tormented, he will at least be freed from 
the temptation of seeking, by perpetual changes, 
that ease which is no where to be found ; and 
though his disease still continues, he escapes the 
hazard oi exasperating it by remedies. 

The gratifications whidi affluence of wesith, ex- 
tent of power, and eminence of reputation confer, 
must be always, by their own nature, confined to 
a very small number ; and the life of the greator 
part of mankind must be lost in empty wishes and 
painful comparisons, were [not the b^m <^ philo- 
sophy shed upon us, and our discontent at the ap- 
pearances of an unequal distribution soothed and 
appeased. 

It seemed, perhaps, below the dignity of the 
great mflsteni of moral learning, tb descend to fa- 
miliar life, and caution mankind against that petity 
ambition which is known among us by the name 
of Vanity^; which yet bad been an undertaking not 
unworthy of the longest beard, and most solemn 
austerity. For though the passicMis of little minds; 
acting in low Nations, do not fill the world with 
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Uoodfihed and devastations, or mark, fay great 
events, the poiods of time, yet they torture the 
breast on which they seize, infest those that are 
phtced within the reach of their influence, destroy 
private quiet and private virtue, and undermine 
insensibly the happiness of the worid. 

The deure of excellence is laudable, but is very 
frequently ill directed. We &1), by chancy into 
some class of mankind, and, without oHisultiiig 
nature or wisdom, resolve to gain thdr regard by 
those qualities which they happen to esteem. I 
once knew a man remarkably dim-sighted, who, 
by conversing much with country gentlemen, found 
bimself irresistibly determined to sylvan honours. 
His great ambition was to shoot flying, and he 
tbnefore spent whole days in the woods pursuing 
game; which, before he was near enough to see 
them, his approach irigfated away. 

When it happens that the desire tends to ob- 
jects which {onduce no competition, it may be 
overlooked with some indulgence because how- 
ever fruitless or absurd, it cannot have ill eflecta 
upon the morals. But most of our enjoymoits 
owe their value to the peculiarity of possession, 
and when they are rated at too high a value, give 
occasion to £tratagems of malignity, and incite 
opposition, hatred, and defamation. The contest 
of two rural beauties for preference and distinc- 
tion, is often sufficiently keen and rancorous to 
fill their breasts with all those passions, which are 
generally thought the curse only of senates, of 
ivmies, and of courts ; and the rival dancers of an 
dbscure assembly have their partisans and abet- 
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tarst often not less exasperated i^inst each other, 
than those who are promoting the interests of rival 
-monarchs. 

' ' It is common to consider those whom we find 
infected with an unreasonable regard for trifling 
accomplishments, as chargeable with all the con- 
sequences of their folly, and as the authors of their 
■ owTi unhappiness ; but, perhaps,' those whom we thus 
sctMrn or detest, have more claim to tenderness than 
has been yet allowed them. Before we permit our 
severity to break loose upon any fault or error, 
we ought surely to consider how much we have 
countenanced or promoted it. We see multitudes 
■busy in the pursuit of riches, at the expence of 
wisdom and of virtue ; but we see the rest of mui- 
kind approving tbeir conduct, and inciting thdr 
eagerness, by paying that regard and deference to 
wealth, which wisdom and virtue only can de- 
serve. We see womWi universally jealous of the 
teputation of Uieir beauty, and frequently look 
with contempt on the care with which tbey study 
their complexions, endeavour to preserve or to 
supply the bloom of youth, regulate every orna- 
ment, twist their hair into curls, and shade th&t 
feces from the weather. We recommend the care 
of their nobler part, and tell them how little ad- 
dition is made by all their arts to the graces of 
the mind. But when was it known that femtde 
goodness or knowledge was able to attract ^at 
offidousness, or inspire that ardour, which beauty 
produces whenever.it appears? And witli what 
hope can we endeavour to persuade the ladies, 
that the time spent at the tdlet is lost in vani^, 
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when they have every momoit some new convic- 
tion, that their interest is more efiectually pro* 
moted by a ribbands well disposed^ than by the 
brightest act of heroic virtue f 

In every instmce of vanity it wilt be found that 
the blame ought to be shared among mote than it 
generally reaches ; dl who exalt trifles by immo- 
derate praise, or instigate needless emulation by 
invidious indtementi, are to be considered as per- 
verters of reason, and corrupters of the world: 
and since every man is obliged to promote happi- 
ness and virtue, be should be. careful not to mis- 
lead unwary minds, by appeuing to set too high a 
value upon things by which no r^ exccUence is 
conferred. 



No. 67. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER, 6, 1750. 

VjAiif ySAiintnt ifmari, ^lAAvn ft. ■■■ — BOIf. 

Exiles, the proverb Mys, Gubdet on hope, 
Pelnuve hope sdD pointa to distant good. 
To good that modes a^^irosdi. 

These is no temper so generally indulged as 
hope; other passions operate by starts on par- 
ticular occasions, or in certain parts of Ijfe; but 
hope begins with the first power of comparing ' 
out actual with our possible state, and attends us 
tlirougfa every sti^ atid period, always urging us 
forward to new acquisitions, and. holding out some 
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tttant bkaungi to oar new, pton Min g tu catiher 
rdief fi<Mn |Mdn, or inocase of faapiHnesB. 

Hope « necenuy in enry coottitiDik. The mi* 

smes of poverty, of dcknen, of eaptarky, would, 
witliout &h OHnfart, be inMppoftaUe ; new cbes 
it appen tfa<t the happiest lot of terrestrial ex. 
iftence van set us above tbe want of this generd 
Messh^ ; or that 1^ wben the gifts of natiue and 
af fortune are aceunmlated upon it, would not 
adll be wretdied, were it not eterated uid de- 
liglited by tbe expeoti&'on of same new poasession, 
of tome new enjoyment' yet behind, by wbioh tite 
wwhsballbe at kit ntisfled, and the beaitiiBed 
tip to its ntmoat extent. 

Hope is, indeed, very fsllacious, and pfimiiaet 
what it seldom gives; but its promises we mote 
valuable than the gifts of iwtune, and it seldom 
AvatrateB us without assuring us of rectnnpensing 
the delay by a greater bounty. 

I was musing on this strange indination which 
every man feels to deceive himself wid consider- 
ing the advantages and dangers pKOOtedin^ fioin 
this gay prospect of futurity, wben, falling asleep, 
on a sudden I ftnind myself phced in a gsrdoi, 
of which my sight could descry no limits. £very 
scene about me was gay md gladsome, light with 
sanshine, and fragrant with perinmes ; tiie gnnn^ 
was painted with allthd variety of -spring, and aB 
Ae (Auiii of nature was siting iM the ' gmves. 
Wben I had recovered fratn tbe fiiat raptttrei, 
with which the cobfuskm of pleasure bad for a 
ftoie entranced me, I began to take a partieuUv 
and deiib«ate view of this deiigtitfal tegioa. I 
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then pncond'diat I hid yet higbef gntifidMi«« 
to expect, and ibat, at a storil distance from autt 
Aere were brigliter flamiB, deuwr fountuns, and 
more iofiy ^wrre^ where the birdi, .whi«h I yet 
heard bnt lundy, were exerting all the power of 
melodjr. The treei about me were beautiful with 
verdnre. and ftagraxt vntii UoaspniK; btft I was 
tempted to leave them by the sight of ripe fi uit^ 
which seemed to hai^ mly to be fducked. I 
ther^ie walked hastily forwaxdi, but fiMind, as I 
proeeeded, that tiie oolottn of ihe field fitded at 
my appwnd], the fruit fell before I rcaelwd il; 
the btids flew still singii^ before me, and ^ough 
I pressed onward with great odeiity, I was still m 
sight of pkasores of whioh I could not yet gain 
tbte pos scjaiuM , and which seemed to mock mf 
dii^geQce» and to retire as I advaiued. 

Tbaiigh I was otrnfaundsd wt^-eoannyalter* 
nations of joy and gsie^ lyet persisted.togofoiw 
ward, in hopes t^ these Aagittre detighta would 
in time be oTert^Kn. At leiq^ I saw an iaau^ 
meraUe multitude <^ every age and sex, wbo 
secoaed alt to partdce of aaase ^gmeral feUpity ; 
for every cbeek^ was flushed with ooalidcnee, and 
ersry eye sparkled mik eagerness ; yet each ap* 
pcned to have «oaie parttei^ar and secret pk»> 
nre,: and very few were willing to cobimaBieate 
Adr intottiens, c»'«itond tbeir DmceRi beytwd 
tiwmvlves. MoBtof.them aeeoaed, by the r^iidity 
«f tfanr nntian, too busy to 'gratify the ooriosily 
ai a stnmgerv and tiierrfore 1 was conboit for n 
while to gaxe upon them, wttbout intemaptang 
them with troublesome inquiries. At last X obr 
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served one in«i wwn with~time, and tmabW to 
struggle id the crowd; and, therefore, suppoeiog 
him more tt leisure, I b^^n to accost :faiin: but 
he. turned from me with anger, and t<dd me he 
must not be disturbed, for the great hour of pro- 
jection was now come when Mercury should lose 
his wuigs, and slavery should no longer dig the 
mine for gold. 

I left him, and attempted another, whose soft- 
ness of mein, and easy movement, gave me reason 
to hope for a more agreeable reception : but he 
told me, with a low bow, that nothing would make 
him more happy than ; an opportunity of serving 
me, which he could ijot now wuit,, for a place 
which he bad been -twenty years soliciting would 
be soon vacant. From him I had .recourse to the 
next, who was departing in haste to take posseft- 
licm of the <estate of an uncle, who by the course 
of nature, could not live bng. He that ftdlowed 
Was preparing to dive for treasure in a new- 
invented bril; and another was oa the point of 
discovering the longitude. 

: ;Being thus rge^ed wheresoever > I applied my- 
self for information, I began to ima^iu it best to 
desist from inquiry, and try what my own obsa- 
vation would discover : Imt se«ng a young man 
gay md thoughtless I rescued upon <ttie more 
experimmt, and was informed that I was in the 
garden of Ho{»e, the daughter of Desire, and that 
aH> those whom I saw thus -tumultuously bustUng 
round me were incited by the promises of Ujope, 
md hastening to s^ze tlie gifts whkdi.^h^ in 
her hand. 
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' I turned ' my sight upward, and saw a goddess 
in the bloom df youth sitting on a throne : around 
her lay all the gifts of fortune, and all the blessings 
of life were spread abroad to view ; she had a per- 
petual g»ety : of aspect, and every one imagined 
that her smile, whibh was impartial and general, 
was'directed to UmselC and triumphed in his own 
supei-iority' to others, who had concaved the same 
OHifidence from the same mistake. 

I then mounted an eminence, from which I had 
a more extensive view of the whole place, and 
eould with less perplexity consider the different 
conduct of the crowds that filled it. From this 
station I observed, that the entrance into' the gar- 
den of Hope was by two gates, one of which was 
kept by Reason, and the other by Fancy. Rea- 
son was surly and scrupulous, and seldom turned 
the key without many interrogatcni^a, and kmg 
hedtation ; but Fancy was a kind and gentle por- 
tress, she held her gate wide open. sn() welcomed 
dl equally to the district under her superintoa. 
dency; so that the passage was crowded by all 
those who either feared the examination of Rea- 
son, or had been rejected by her. 

From the gate of Reason there was a way to 
the throne of Hope, by a craggy, slippery and 
winduig path, called the *' Streight of Difficulty," 
which those who entered with the permistaon uf 
&e guard endeavoured to climb. But though 
they surveyed the way very car^Uy before they 
h^an to rise, and marked out the severtd stages of 
thdr progress, they commonly found .unexpected 
obstacles, and were obliged frequently to>^topon 
the sudden, whete they imagined the way plain 
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and eren; A tiiousand intricaeiei emfa a msted 
Aem, a thoasaiid dips ttirew them fa>ek, and a 
tliouMiid pit&Us impeded tfanr advance. So'for- 
midaUe were the dangers, and so frequent the 
misoarriagei^ that many returned, from the first 
attempt, and many faulted hi the midst of the 
wsy, and ooly a very small number were led up 
to the summit of Hope, by the hand of Forti- 
tude. Of these few the greater part, wh«i they 
had obtuned the gift which Hope had promised 
them, T^;retted the labour whidi it cost, and felt 
in tbdt success the regret of disappointment; the 
rest retired with their prize, and were led by Wis- 
dom to the bowers of Content. 

' Turning then towards die gate of Fancy, I could 
find no way to the seat of Hope ; but though she 
8^ fiill in view, and held out her gifts with an air 
d invitation, which filled every heart with rap- 
toKv the mountun was, on that tide, inaocesubly 
steep, but so dmanelled tad shaded, that none 
perceived the imposaUKty of ascending it; but 
each imagined himself to hove discovered a way 
to which the rest were strangen. Many expe. 
dients were indeed tried by this indusbious tribe, 
of iiriiom stHne were making thonsdlves wings, 
which others were contriving to actui^ by the 
perpetual motion. But -with di their labour, and 
lU their artifices, they never Eoae drave theipnund 
or quickly fe31 back, nor ever approaidied the Uirone 
of Hope, but continued still to gaze at a distance^ 
Imd laa^ied at the slow [uogress of those whom 
th<7 saw toilfaig in the ^ Streigfat of IMfficulty." 

Put of the finrourttes of Fancy, when th^ had 
entiled the gapdeo, without mating, like the m^ 
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an attempt to climb the mouDtain, turned immedi- 
atdy to the vale of Idleness, a calm uid undis- 
turbed retirement, from whence they could alwajv 
have hope in pro^iect, and to wfauich they pleased 
tbemselves witb believing that she intended 8pee» 
dily to descend. These were indeed scorned by sH 
the rett ; bat they seemed very little affected by 
oonteniipt, advice or reproof but were resolved to 
expect at ease the &vour,of the goddess. 

Among this gay race I was wandering, and 
found them ready to answer all my questions, and 
willing to communicate their mirth ; but turning 
round, I saw two dreadful monsters entering the 
vale, one of whom I knew to be Age, and the 
other Want. Sport and revelling were now at an 
end, and an universal shriek of affiight and dis- 
tress burst out and awaked me. 



No. 08. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1760 

Fivendum rtcU, cum propttr jAoHma, Amc hit ' 

PtVKtpue eatuii, vi Hngwit maiteipiontm 

Gmiemnat ; nam lingua mali jxirs peiiima i€nii.-~'—)OV. 

Let ms live well : were It alone fer this 
The baneAil tongne o£«ervants to deqbe : 
Slander, that wont of poi«ans, ever finds 
An eaay aiitranoe l« ignoble minde.--— hebtey. 

The younger Pliny has very justly observed* 
that of actions that deserve our attention, the moat 
splendid are not always the greatest. Fame, and 
wonder, and applause, are not excited but by 



5c-bv Google 



430 THE BAUBLEE. Na 68.. 

external and adventitious circumstances, often dis- 
tinct 9nd separate from virtue and heroism. Emi- 
DCDoe of station, greatni^s of dfect, and all tfae 
favours of fortune, must concur to place excellence 
in pub^c view ; but fortitude, diligence, and pa- 
tience, divested of their show, glide unobserved 
tbfough the crowd of life, and suffer and act,- 
thougb with the same vigour and constancy^ yet 
without pity; and without praise. 

This remark . may be extended to all parts of 
life. Nothing. is to be estimated 1^ its effect upon 
common .eyes and common ears. A thousand ml- 
senes make silent uid invisible inroads on . man- 
kind, and the heart feels innumerable throbs, whtdi 
never break into compltunt. Perhaps, likewise^ 
our pleasures are for the most part equally secret, 
and most are borne up by some private satiafafv 
tion, some internal consdousness, some latent 
hope, some, peculiar prospect, which they never 
communicate, but reserve for solitary hours, and 
clandestine meditation. 

The main of life is, indeed, composed of small 
inddents and petty occurrences; 'of wishes for ob- 
jects not remote, and grief for dis^pointments of 
no fatal consequence ; of insect vexations whidi 
sting us and fly away, iatijertinences , whiph tbuzz 
awhile about us, and are heard no more; of me- 
teorous pleasures which dance before us and are 
dissipated ; of compliments which glide off the 
soul like other musit^ and are forgotten by him 
that gave and him th^tjreceived them. 

Such is the general heap out of which every 
man is to cull his own condition ; for, as the ch&: 
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mists tdl us, that all bodies are resolvable into the 
same elements, and that the boundless variety of 
^ings arises front the different proportionB of very- 
few ingredients; so a few pains and a few ^a- 
sures are all the materials of human life, and of 
these the proportions are partly allotted by Provi- 
dence, and partly left to the arrangraient of reason, 
and of choice. 

As these are well or ill disposed, man is for the 
most part happy or miserable. For very few are 
involved in great events, or have that thread of 
life entwisted with the dbain of causes on which 
armies or nations are sii^>^ded; and even those 
who seem wholly busied in public affturs, and ele- 
vated above low cares, or trivial {Measures, pass 
the chief part -of their time in familiar and domes- 
tic scenes ; from these they came into public lif^-- 
to these they are every hour recaUed by passiiras - 
not to be suppressed ; in these they have the re- 
ward of their toils, and to these at last they retire.- ^ 

The great end of prudence is to give:cheerful- 
ness to those hours, which splendour cannot gild 
and acclamation cannot exhilarate; thosesoft in?- 
tervals of unbended amusement, in wh]ch a man 
shrinks to his natural dimensions, and throws aside 
the ornaments or disguises, which be feels in ipd-- 
vacy to be useless incumbrances, and so lose all 
^ect when they become familiar. To be happy 
at home is the ultimate result of all ambition, the ^ 
end to which every enterprise and labour tends, 
and of which every desire prompts the prosecutitm.'. 

It is, indeed, at home that every man must be, ' 
known by those who would make a just estimate; 
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«Mierof i)i« vktM wr foKbity ; «r IttlHw'laiSA W- 
.fctoidery are ■libe oeoaairand; flndthetliiddfe'V^t^ 
Amsed f<ir di«r in pkinfod4olifM[tf>Md ibtifloak 
btnevoleDOfc - ■■ '■ ■■ '-■ ■ ■'■■■i*'^ 

' Bvery man mwt tiate fbund' some Mfesr ftvfei^ 
in ererf boDK butlbc^r o«h, imu a dotitiiilid'jii^ 
rites of >liypoerf^i and itbo cmoealed ott8a» ^ 
i^ificarnioes bad qualities, wiricfa, Wfame#^ tliJiy 
dnugbt tbemselves out of tbe teach of dtorffi^) 
iKokeout fiynn their restrahit, ' like winds'Htt^ 
aoneet in t^^ cavem^ and whom «Vdiy' dbe'WAd 
nasen to lore, bat^they whOK fovea i^}^ mbb "^ 
eiriefly «}Kdtou» to ]H«ctire. And tfeerft aM l^tbenl 
wiio, ' without taiy show ofgraieral gobdheM, ftiA 
without the attrac^ns by wl^di popularity is 'ttii^ 
dKatedj ue veceived amoflg their own ftmifii^' as 
bostowen t>f bai^ineu, and rwerenced ssJttMrfR^' 
tbw,.gHardiBn8, and'bcHeftctort. '' f ^^>*''^ 

The mostf ailtiientie witnesses of tmynJkh*'«%Ktf^ 
netcrarethosb'whoknMv Mfti ih Us b#n Ifanfl^f 
aad se«' Mm without any 'restraint ot HAe ^tf^^^ 
dmtt, faut>«uch a»<be vcdtfntarily p^cHb^ t&^SK^^ 
s0. If a man i^ties vittu«> Vitb Hi W ll^ltk '{Jrl^ 
vttte ttpM4m«tts^ and telkes Ao adTati(rig^*'iE)P%nK^ 
Drite4 powo-et- (HobaWE^ secrecy ;VWtila^itfil^ 
tbFough the round <)f bis time, 'andffhi^ ^ftfat^lflfi^ 
cbarAeter. with those atlO#bn(iie$ Whielf -rij(^ta^ 
frdhy must always want, '16 Uniform and^'^^in^ 
we hare all the evMehee of Ms siftcalft^, *tlftt'tH# 
man can have wiAf ¥egard » afto**»'r"atttl, ftf-' 
deed, as hypocrisy cannot be its own reward,' ^tf 
nttiy, without hesitatirai, determine that bis heart 
is-pura ■ - ■ ■ ' 
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The Irigfaest panegyric, therrfore, tiiat pri'Me 
Tirtue caxi receive, is the praise of servants. For> 
however vanity or insolence may look down with' 
OMitempt on the suffrage of men undignified 1^ 
wealth, md uoenligfatened by education, it very . 
sddfHQ happens that they commend or Uatne with- 
oot justice. Vice and virtue are easily distingukh- 
ed. expression, acowding to Harrington's apbtK 
riMD, ^U be felt by those that canhot see it; a^ct , 
perhaps, it falls out very often that, in motai ques- 
tions, the philosophers in the gown, and in tlw 
Uvety, diflfer not so much in tbeic sentiments, as 
in thnr language, and have equal power of dis- 
cerning right, though they cann^ pom\ it out to' 
oUios with eqHa) address. 

There are very few fiuilts to he oominitted in. 
w^tud^ or without some agents, piirliiers, conle- 
dentes, or witnesses ; and, therefore, tbe servant 
must commonly know Uie secrets of a master, who 
hu any secret^ to entrust; and faiUng8> mcf^ 
persowd, are so frequently exposed i^ that seeii* 
rity which pride and fi^y geno^y produoe, itind 
Bo mquisitively watched hy that desire of inducing 
tbe inequalities of conditirai, wlueh the lower or- 
ieca <tf Uie world will always feel, that the terti- 
■BOiiy of a menial domestic can seldom be oob- 
sidond as ddective for wadt of knowledge^ Apd 
though its imparti^^ may be stunetimes nispeot' 
ed. it is at least as cr^Ue as that of equals, where 
rivalry instigales censure or friendship dictates pi^ 
liati<»». 

Tbe danger of betraying our weaknesses to our 
servants, and the impossibility of concealing it from 

volj IV. a F 
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them, may be justly oimsidered as one motive to a 
legular and iireproachaUe life. For no condition 
k more hateful or despicable, than his who has put 
himself in the power of his servant ; in the power 
of him whom, perhaps, he has first corrupted by 
making him mbu^enb to-hib Vico, and whose 
fidelity he therefore cannotenf(»ce by any precepts 
(rf* honesty or reason. It is sddom known thitt au- 
iboAty thus acquired, is possessed witlioi^t^^nso* 
]eno^ or that the mastw is not fonoed ta.<aQDfess 
by his tameness or fbrbearanee, that b«"toi8 en- 
riaved himself by so^e foolish confidenc^. ,.pA.nd 
bis crime is equally ptwisbed, whateirmi, put he 
takes of the chotee to which be is reduced^ and 
be is from that fatal hour, in which he' sacrificed 
bia dignity to his passions, in perpetual. dllMd of 
insolenoe or defamati«i ; of a controller at home, 
dt etti' iccK^KT abnMtd. He is ootidemnei- t^>'^tft^ 
^kn»e,h^ eofilSndal bribed, that «erffi;fi -wfiiefl^ 
tififyta rtfffef ietiaiKd, tnH 'which. -AfOfr St'^Hm^ 
ofttiM: *«f ^bnAttion. prbAfSfs^ "ami an!detie^' m^ 
MrfiHdvlt^teUIn aflcof t«gie,'Oftb>:)ifiMIfe(»r 
OMttk^tieu.' • " ..' ' .im;lij.iyn-t; 

^Tb-dteadno'tye.andto^usplWt ntfJ|d(fg«J1W 
fegrttft ]ffr«rf^^e'ef'4hnoeencet wi'ittt^W^tk^^ 
gMnted oAty to'in'T'ftrNUe''Vntue. But,'' ^lAIFMr- 
always its horrors and solicitudes; and fd'ifllA^ti^' 
y^- okire sbamefiil aAd ^tHtablfe, H in :^c>i^ikA 
dften to st«ttd in aweof thos@, m Wfaanii hf^!^' 
dtAild^ve infiiieflieeidrweigfaitt titat flf^ '^i|le»>M^ 
betraying." ■ ■ - • - «' .J^-! 
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... Jtilqitogue, it in.tpia»h rvgai adtpeilf aaitat, ,^ ;. 

Tgitdar^ i et ttcvm, cur. tit bit rapla, rtqiiiril. 

TemjHU edax rerum, tuque invidiota vetustai ' ' ■ " 

'OHnJa deitndtii; vitiaia qua dentibuf icvi ' 'A 

• •. A w / nh'gi latin oomvmitit omwo iHorff.— oris. | 

The dreadful wrinkles when poor Belen ipj^d, ' ' ' 

'Ah ! why thii second rape P— with tears she crfi* \- 1 

• Tkne, tho^derourer, and thou envimu age, "■ 

, , yVhif all dwtrpj with kmi conodingrnga, 

Beneath your jaws, whate'er have pleaa'il m pleaKf ' 

■ HnBt ainki cootam'd by swift or slow degrees.^— ^cLrsixST^H.' 

Ajs pld^ Graek efdgrtunmvtist^ introding to sher. 
^ miseiiea that «t^lwnd the bat stage of oian, inis 
prficifte^ upon those who are so fodbh as to wujbt 
fcmloi^t life, thi^ csiaaatyof cpnUnumg to grovir 
ofd Opw ,ce)HtH?y.to(3entut7. Hetl|ongbt that nc^ 
adventitious or foreign pun was requisite; that de* 
oi^inliudf ^ts^lf wag an epitoma of whatever is dread. 
6fi ; fin^. ootUng oould be added to the curse of 
age; Iwt^.thatt H should he ntteuded beyond its na^ 
tyralti^it^ 

;^be.|QO^ indifferast'OC iM^gligent spectator cxa. 
ind^ fe^riKtty. retire ifit^put heaviness of hearty 
l^m a Oi^e^aE tlie Iwt laoraes of the tragedy c^ 
life, in which he finds those, who, in the formeio 
parts of the drama, were distinguished by opposi. 
tion of conduct, contrariety of designs, and dis- 
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nmilitude of personal qualities, all inTolVed m one 
odnamdn distreu, and all struggling with affidttoA 
winch they cannot hope toove^comi!. 

The other miseries, which wfff4tff ou? pasw^ 
through the world, wisdom may escbpe, and Sat^- 
tude may conquer i by caution and inrcutt9pe<$tioD 
we may steal along with very little to obstTUM^W 
'incommode us; by sjHrit and vigour we may*^fotee 
* way. and reward the vexation of eoicimtf^ ^ 
{deasores of victory. But a time must ontie^l^tAi 
our pdicy and bravery shall be equally ^uafil^; 
•when we shall all sink into helple^uiessi^d^ftd- 
hess, without any power of receiving sdllii^ fro&i 
43ie {Measures that have formerly deligbted «s,' br 
'Mvy prospect of emeiglBg into a secoBd ^pKXft g^ tfon 
of the blessings that we have lost. ■■■'-■ o'^'V ■ 

The industry of man has, indeed, not bCAi^'W^t- 

ing in endeavours to procure oomferts fo^ tUfibi 

hours ^ dejection and melwieholy, and t(»!|[UcMlJfce, 

^dreadful gloom with artafielal tight.- '~TlVe'>H9«$t 

usual support of old age is weaUfr. 'H^^wfaHse 

possessions are large, and whose chests are^^lttdl, 

inugines himself alwwfs fortifi«!d> ^;iritM^'fii^tfUons. 

on bis authority. If ^e has lost aR'AtMr^t^ttM^of 

'■government, if his strength and- bi»f'.iiMMi&=%n 

Mm, he can at last alter hisi will;'an4tihe(«ftift'W 

Hiat have hopes mustlijtewise hsve ftMr^^i^dAi'lie 

may sUll continue to gin-laws to sudt atE^^hlKve^apt 

eeAsed to regard theh- own intet^st: ->" < -"■.'^i' 

■^ ., This is, indeed, to»^eiquei]tfy<thb>oittfd|!( bDthe 

vflatfwd, tks last- fortress to >phich ^ag« r^jftKA^Qad 

- in w^idi he makes-thd stand-agtiinsttlfelipsthrt 

I' am' tliat srises his domeinsi diipui(^'M8*^0Mn<^ 
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inaBdii and cancels his prescnptioas. B^jt be% 
though there may be safety, there< is no pleasarcti; 
•nd-what renaio&'is'but a pioof that mwe was 
once possessed. 

. .Nothing aeems to have bem more univeiwl]y 
drtaded by the andents then orfoity, or want of 
,«bil<^n^ and, indeed, to a man who haft aunriv«d 
4il the'oempanions of his youth, ^1 who have pv< 
4ii^i^ed. his pleasures and his cares, have bem 
«i^|fliged in the same events, and' filled tbeir minda 
Fwith. the same conception^ this fuU-peopled wor)d 

, .i& 9 diwal Kditude. He stuids &rlom and sileitf* 
negleoted or insulted, in- the midst of m4dtitudes> 
«Biiaated wit^ .hopes which he cannot shuv, and 
employed in business which he is no longer able 
•t^b &cwaid or rstard ; no* can he find any 'to whom 

-.itiSi ]k(a prJbos death are of ibjportuutft'^nlesaijbe 

^;lm9 secured ^me domestic gr^^tjbiiQt eooie 

, ^t«a<^ <ni^<?n)eitf9> mdendeered'hi^elf tDiSQUe 
v-Mtt^e. iptere^ aod gratjAude may u<H|te thsmi; to 

;him.-:. ,■„..,. ,:.,-..,-*.., 

,. ;S9.^i|^l^t ^t^ti^ Qcisaitn x£.}\(t{a»,wt^!iook 

■i ,^)^ffdi^i,tht!-f9$iUre, pr.baekwaidtoiitiir.part; 

'^finA(iit,<liffi9;enlt,the 4pil)iws and sentimmit&wlqeh 
:,tfeus !«fi^rattiety: (tf,,app£amlee natmntUy prodnbts, 

-,i|tfa|aLt.^beiie$aiHets9tiion.oi!rtbe.«ld wid youdg-edds 

-igeof^alljt. wi^ .contempt'ipf'lHty rop,eitber^«de. 

To a young n)an.^a&tenitg -ithftiwcuMwith^ Alness 

.r9f\,b^ie«j9tid archstir Qlf* ^itfniLt, ^^Otliiiig is so un- 

r. fd^a^JIg ^ ;th9'-[ealdjaoMf)e, the faiat expledla- 

jtiJ^i^*. ithe .scj-^pulpuftdiffidence, whjch expaience ^ 

a*Bd , dis^^tptnieDts certainly infuse; and the^old 

man wonders in his turn that the world never can 
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ffjam wiser, that neither precepts, nor testimonies 
can core boys of their credulity and sufficiency; ' 
and that not one can be convitaced that snares are 
laid for him* till he finds himself entangled. ' -^ ' 
fThua one generadon is always the scoftr anil'^ 
wonder of the other, and the notxions erf* 'the rffi^"- 
ap^ young are like liquors of different gravity iM. 
t^ture which 'never can unite. The spiHtd "<^ 
youth sublimed by health, and volatilized' by jiiu=/^ 
sipn, apoo leave behind them the phlegmati^i sedt-'^ 
tnent of weariness and deliberation, and biirsciAi'^'' 
in temerity and enterprise.. The 'tehAan^^ ' 
therefore which nature infuses, and ivhich loti^ 
habits of beneficence confirm, is necessaiy tb Ir^ 
oqncile such oppodtion ; and an dd man miM! be 
a father to bear with patience those folios and {ib< [ 
surdities which he will perpetually imagihli^'bitii- 
s^lf to find in the schemes and expectations,' ifab 
fi^easures and the sorrows, c^ those Who have 'iidt 
yet been hardened by time, and chillied bV'lEhuthi^^ 

Sn^- , : • '-"-^- 



,Yet'it may be doubted, whether tW { 
etteing children ripening into strength', ''W' not 
oy^rtmlanced \fy the paip of seeing some'^^lh'' 
tl^ blossom, and others' blasted in their ^(omli^ 
U)me shaken down with 'storms, some tainted '4t^ 
QUikers, and some shrivelled in the' shade Ta^' 
whether he that extends his care beyimd hi%sietr 
does not multiply his anxieties more than his 'i/)le^' 
a^K^ <[nd Feary himsdf ta ?o purpose, by aa^- 
ifttendipg what he cahnot regWate. • ■ ■■-! 

^ But, though age be to every order of homaiJ 
beings sufficiently terrible, it is particularly to' be 
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dTjBidedtiy fine ladies, who have had no other end 
or ambitMD than to fiU up the day and ttie night''' 
with dress, div«rsioi)s, and flattery, and who, hay- ' 
ing made; no acquaintance with I^nDwledg^ea or' 
wttl^ business^ have constantly caught all 'their' 
id^ from the current prattle of the hour, aiid 
bfen. indebted for all their happiness to conip)il' 
iqents and traats. With these ladies, age be^dii^'^ 
efu-ly. and very often lasts long ; it begins whert' 
their beauty fades, when their mirth loses tts' 
spngbtlines*. and their motion its ease. From 
tbat. time all which gave them joy vanishes froth 
about them ; they hear the praises bestowed o^ 
otiiers, which used to swell their bosoms with ei- 
ultat^on. They, vifiit the seats of felicity, and en- 
de^y«.iAr to cpntinue the habit of being delighted* 
But.tpleasure is only recdvcd when we believe 
that we. give it in i^turn. Neglect and petulance 
inform tbef:^ th^t their power and their value aie 
paf^t; wid what then remains bift a tedious' and' 
comfortless uniformity of time, without any mo- 
tion of th? heart, or exerdse of the reason ? 

yet»,hoVifever age may discourage us ^y its ap- • 
pear^npe^from considering It In . prospect, we shall 
all by, degree^ certainly be old ; and therefore we' 
Qi^tjt, to. ii^quire what prpyision can be made' 
^|«nst (hat time of distress ? what happiness can 
he stoif^ , up against the. winter of life ? and how' 
we may, pass, our latter years with serenity and 
cheerfulness? / ' , ' 

If it has been found by the experience of man- 
kind, that not even the best seasons of life |tre 
able to supply sufficient gratifications, without 
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antidpating uncertain felidties, it cannot saxtAy 
be supposed that old age, worn with labours, lub- 
raaa^ wi^h apx^e^ and (tortHiedt, ifrit^^dUeases, 
should have any gladnwt -of its own, or feel any 
satis&ction from the eoDteinplBti<m of the present. 
All the comfort that can now be expected must 
be recalled from the past, or borrowed. ,ji;^ the 
futur«i titi& part is ver^ soon e^»ii8ted«xaU the 
events or actions of whidi the memory can afford 
pleasure are quiddy recollected; an^ ;th^, ,fi^^^ 
lies beyond the grave, where it can be cem^ec^^qj^ 
-by virtue and devotion- 1 1 ^ >■■■ j.j.ji 

, . Piety is the only proper and adequ^, ir^«£ of 
decaying man. He tl^t grows old ^^o^^^i. 
^^us hope^ as he dedises into iraheq^^^^^jfnd 
feels puns and sorrows incessantly ci!<w4MigijWon 
bim, falls into a gulpji ol biqttova\etfi;.p^af^j'm 
,.wfaich eveiy redec^on must plijwge 4^,^e^^, 
^d where he finds wily: new gra^iJlBilMb <^ititn- 
jguish, andpredpicespf horrqr. . . ^ij^amirt " 

,i : .■.-'■: :l .'. ■ -'ymi? ?7.-" 'iT 

'}, ■■■.■ ■ :■-- .-•■- ■ " ■ ^ i.-.*: oj biff^ 

^t ■ ■ , i /i \'> ij . <>iB 83lqhn>iq 

■i.-ft ■•■ ■- '•: ..j (stuuimm ---a 

!■■ .-- ■ i''i;i !: .; h-3-u:i 9Vt;ri 

■■!' '.v.f. ,!>-.'" / '( 11-,. ii.'-fi..-H;qB 9riJ 

ir: .■■■-.■ ■..-■• ■■■ '.:. /;■ -.rj. jvj ^i.;' -lA t)tiii\'» 

i . -"i-j . ■» ; ,,.iU ,, . .'fiwy-j<w»ii 

■iir -.. ■ - ■ ,-■- if-'A'- l)i*!p. ;i«>i,fi(i 

■ -.".: ■•-..-......" '., '■.'.y ;;j.;h(!'«io3 
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.;,■■. .... :.'-l -TTi — fif^pUta-frete*, ,, il , 

Ann deterior, Jkdvo pretiotior are. • • ono- . , 

■*"' *' Snebeedingtlinte a Hlttr ^ heboid, ' " 

';->>" J'BwBBitgtteM^, but nan taadTd by g»iLi — •B«n»iitt>-''>- 



^H^loD. in hi» eelebrated ^sttHmtioa df ttiltn- 
"kitad, dMdes them info three (Men of infel- 
lect. "Tbe first place,'* says he,' **-bdon^'to ^ 
'** kim tfaat can b^ fais own potrera cBscem what is 
-<* right and fit, and penetrate to the renMttt mo- 
•"'liTcs of fiction.' , The s^nd is dafahed by" hun 
''*'ttmt'i»wU&ig to bear instraction, and' can jier- 
'** otf ve i^bt and wxbng when thejr are shewn him 
<n^ anetber; btat be that has neither acuteilesa 
"-nor dbcJIity, who can neither filvd the wa^' by 
" himself, nor will be led by otfans, is a wretdi 
" without use or value." 

If we surr^ the moral world, it will be foun^ 
that the same division may be made of men, with 
r^;ard to their virtue. There are some whose 
' prindples are so firmly fixed, whose conviction is 
so coQstantly present to their minds, and who 
have raised in themselves such ardent wishes Ssx 
tbe approbation of God, and the happiness with 
wliich he has promised to reward obedience and 
persereraDce, that they rise above all other cares 
and <»nsiderations, and uniformly examine every 
action and desire, by comparing it with the divine 
commands. There are others in a hind of equi- 
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paiie' between good and Ul ; who me mmei oa 
tlie ooe put by riches or pleasure by the grati&< 
cat(i>ti8' (^ pwHOB and Uw-d^gbU-of seqse; aod, 
aa the other, by kws of vbidi they on^fi tbe ob^, 
ligation^ and rewards of which Ihey^.l^lieye .the - 
railty, and wbooi a very small addition of w^igjb^ 
turns either way. The third c1»e| godm^.- pf ^ 
b^gs immened in pleaaure, or abandoned ,tiP;^ 
pauion. without any desire of higher goodr,fff,.s»y, 
efibrt to extend tfaekr thoo^its beyond -inanfurd^ate 
and grou Mtlsfiutions. 

The second class is so niuch the nos^ Qvme> 
rouB^' that it may be oensidaed as oomiKisiQg the 
whole body of mankind. Those of th«t last- are 
not very many, and those of. the fi)(st are- very 
few; and natb«: the one nor the other ^ much 
under the- consideration of the moraUstSi nhpse r 
pnteeptB «e intended ehieSy.fer those yfiw -ar& 
endeavouring toi go forward up the .ste^ of vk- • 
tue, not for those who have alraady-fieaciMd the . 
summit, or those who are reselved lo-^tay 'for ^ever 
in.(heUr present situation. 

To a man not versed in the Inring wotld. ^mt 
Bcenstomed to judge only fay speculative r^9W^» 
it 'is scarcely credible that any one should be in 
this state of indiffereno^ or stand ondctevminjed 
and iinengttged, ready to follow the first t»\l 4o 
either aid& It seems certain, that ^th«r a qun 
nntst believe that virtue will make bim bapRr, 
and readve therefore to be virtuous, or ^ink tlmt 
he may fae happy without virtue, and therefbve 
cast off all care but for bis present inter^t.. 1^ 
seems impossible that ccmvicticai should be on one 
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Bie, atMprtMci Ob tbe other; and'UiMM «lw, 
h«8«eii> tMc right Wiqr Aduld TtDUMuHflBtHIt Ull 
ej/ei, imil he Vatj <fAt It with nKM tian^illltyi 
Vet aH theWiftsUfaitiesiW! evwr HoitftKWfonildf 
tUe Vtt^'aM best Wen delmlllt tKx* klMlwll Md ' 
adai<i*ledj(ed' «tili«, •bfintimttemf or IteplSl*!' ' 
ada mM ka gtwd no lAnga> than vfaM tnnpw ^ 
ti6A 'iumfny, tlian while theii jtrssibiM atli'WitlRaitd 
exdtentents, and their opinions ate fi«e (rtM iist'i 
cotinteifactiOn'bf any other mbtive. 

Among the sentiments which almost every- Oatttl 
ehtittgeit as be adTances ' into yetirs, is the expec- 
tation of onifimnity of eharacter. He thit Wiih- 
ot^t aequaifltanee ^with the power of deslA, tlie 
cogeticy df distress, the comptications of offllir^, 
or the ftnce ofpattial influence, has fiftsd hfel 
mind 'Witit' tb^ ^xceUente of virtue, and, having, 
never tried Ms leffolutlon in any e&oounters vith-'> 
bop« or fiar, beUeVe^ it able to stand fino, wbalb ' 
eWr rinll'Oppose' it. w4U be always >c1amorotiB' 
agtlintt»ihi iiiMlest ClUuie, rdady toiiexaeti' tbe 
utmost punctualities of right, and to eoll^dto • 
eVMjr man that Ails' in any part of US' duly, as 
witbost' cdiiSdtaKie arid' WitboM merit- unwnrtby- 
of truafc er> love, of pity or-regard; ^ an-eneacfy 
whotn till AoeMijiM to drive «t>t of sodety, as a< 
p««t wbich Ut' ttidCiM jivsid, Jir^s a weed whieh- 
aM'sftbridtrtWple.i: '« !'•' 

it is ndt'but'by ez!peH«lH», that We ere taught - 
the poSsHflity ot'tetiMag sdnle virtues, and rsvi 
jedSng others; or of ^>dnggood or bad to a par*- 
tl6ular*d^ee. For it is very easy to the soHtaffJ: 
leasciher, to prove that the same aigwnents by 
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nll^GliiMs. aiisdi is txtificd >8uiwtr;oi«T0Kn«i«rti 
Of. wvIiAr* ag«iiut»;tH,.iiii<iMtkti;WPai!4Btiiii« 
TCnr ;«iitw>Br ioHows, IJNiilfis.vrlioinHterivlitk 
)«(ire,RiK.aq}''IKcasi<>ii, Iw, fitlKr qwint cDnMindi 
tli«l>l,.lir,.bu% wnw MUwr :t«ugk«' rhjlntelf t* 
evade tbeir, yi>lid>ty<i vod thft. th«ii(£)ilk..^e«.« 
agw i>r Jl^wn to be .gyitCy.^f iaA<<i)ISe>dl» jbr- 
(bw eyideoce ia wedW of bit d«^Yttr«od««b 

Yet auDh is t^ stufe of «U. ni^MiXblMf, tkM 
it,Vs »lH>ys unqertAioand vtmMb WHielWKlbSSn 
Mnditig, tv tlie whole qiioi|iaM:«f 4at}r> bdAmKW' 
timei sklipkjqg into « numw .li|«K«,iN)l4ii<oig^e 
<ng oaljr afev wcuuca of t^e h«iitriiiMlei«H.tkt 
liest ia }el^. fffa M .tittitrnwrnml^ Vlf^iHi «f 
givefi. up 'to the, donqiniop «^ nlck^d^ibr .^fta> 
tlMHg.i'hewfore J8,iqere fH^ii«tjthitn,< t«,jadc«l«f 
man by too short an acquaintsDoe, and^,t^ flight 
jfUFe«tii(ta.| forit aitei)..htM«OSKrt^«i/lt«!lO|>se, 
wd .tllpttghtleM >Pd d')liipsi>«d,.jt«i»<i»3aise»i« 
>ndiciiL v<>rMv whwb cwy iM>ix)t,on{h^f>i)t|i«r a/i- 

/tiyatipn.; that the <£•'!'' o'iJ)m'Wij(lt»l«gk#l>WMld 
«id<*ttnipt«d, i» yeitiiiol^;e:|^giMs4,JH))l«M|lb 
hythe braath <lf:«««Md<md«|h<«MMD•<)MJ))■l■ 
. died into flMse. .. „ . - I .. .. .ti.m ■n-".-.i 
,j To ^iina^aetJwt ewyiifliift.^teidiil bp^-wb- 
jletelygood is innmreial^ly, aftwidflQidl is-*> H»- 
,pose that all are .eep9ble <oC tb.e.>>eai8f^ 4egre9'4ff 
>je!F°eUeiice ; it isi!)d«ed.,>o,flItac^^I«.«j|l,#ate»- 
. jecMon which none evy^r-e^n^ett^p^ o4>R^->si»(|e 
-,the pMteat virtue is consistent with 9$iBge >^«fe,irad 
. the virtue of the greatest nupibertwilbiil^^tfflp 
equal proportion of contrary qualities, let none too 
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hastily canolude, that all goodness is lost thoagh 
i»iiiniij'ufer JB 1itaie%iedw^^ »vd-oy^wfa6liirf«i^ 
ftiiiiTawi»'Wrtndff&r#>the riKvMdf «xtCTn&t 'd«cttiii)£ 
sMtHMs, ivAdi «Dhfbtm to my iutrA ' that undettdktii 
tl*:'ittwalttfClWW, ToU'^fHi ahjr tctnent'tof iiuftttMi 
iw Whidt they'Mppen to be caught, dr betid -fid 
aay^ ittrpcfttaxAty that bears hard agdnst'them.' ' ^ 
'It may be partlcalacly (d»erved of wcrmen^ tliErtS 
th^'We foe the most part good or bad, as they 
&11 among those who practice vice or virtue ; and 
Aatt n^tber education nor reason gives them 
modi' Bednrtty against the influence of example. 
^¥t%ether it be that they- have less courage to 
stand a^afmst- oppontion, or that their desire of 
adfa^l^ ' makes them tfaoifice their principles 
W ttie'lisor (ileasare of worthless praise, it is cer- 
-tt^, wfaati^ver'be the cause, that female goodness 
Mdditef 'kee^s i^ gtoond agtdnst laughter, flattery^ 
Wiflehki*!.- •' 

.-S»6fthisr«t)diH e*wyone should consider Hittt- 
4(ir-fts£e«fti<JtlS«M,^«oe dul^ v^Ith his own cobda<^ 
Hbtft WitlP'thttttif'dtheiv; a»d as ftcootihtable, ndt 
4ai^ibr ^te'^i^ti^' Mich he neglects^ ot^ th^ ethnes 
4li»tta'boilm^te;>Mt for that neglig^4ice ahd ^itve- 
'gd^y.'^ttftteli 'he UMy eneoBTi^ M* Ineuldite. 
Every man, in whateva- station, bas, i» eftdea- 
vbato''tid tuve,' his foUo^er^ admims, and imita- 
'1l»s,''an<i has thefrefike the influence oF his exant- 
ple'to "frattAr with care ;^fie ought to avoid not 
Only Mimes, but the Appeatonce of crimes, ahd 
not only to practice -^^tue, but to applaud, couh- 
. tehanee, tnd supjtott it. For it is possible that 
"for wfiht ^ attention, we may teach others faults 
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&om vrbiA ourselves are free, or» by a cowardly 
deBertioD of a cause which we oundves approTe, 
may pervert those who fix their eyes upon u^ and 
having no rule of their own to guide tJb«r course^ 
are easily misled by the aberratioDS cf that exam^ 
whidi they choose fiw their ditectioD. 
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